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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center South in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning.  
-Jer 1:1 “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah of the priests who were in Anathoth in 
the land of Benjamin.” This so begins the Hebrew bibles Book of Jeremiah and so begins 
our journey into a new and informative study on “The World and Words of Jeremiah the 
Prophet”. Unlike any other book among the Prophets there is nothing that is more of a 
seed bed for the immerging biblical faiths, post the biblical period as both Judaism and 
Christianity draw heavily upon the book and words attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.  
-Throughout this study I’ll show a connectedness between Deuteronomy and Jeremiah by 
carefully analyzing the contents of the Book of Jeremiah with two main focuses. We’ll 
focus heavily on the text of Jeremiah in accordance with the context of the book. I also 
want to put you inside the text of the prophet Jeremiah in the ancient world in which he 
lived by imagining the scenery around us and seeing how the people, characters, and 
personalities come to life in front of your very eyes. We’ll do everything we can to put 
you back to the 6th century BCE and work through the story as it unfolds.  
-In this study we’ll also draw on sources other than the Hebrew texts of the Masoretic 
bible such as found in the Septuagint, the Greek version and on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
drawing attention to the differences between them regarding the same material, The Book 
of Jeremiah. As I research and prepare for these classes, I’ll also be looking at the 
original languages and consulting them to help make my intended point. We’ll also learn 
quite a bit from archaeological discoveries as well.  
-The order and arrangement of the material of these classes depends upon how I feel led 
to go with the class and that’s developed as I prepare the material. Sometimes I’ll follow 
a chronological order and at other times I’ll prepare a class or classes on a more topical 
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overview and take a subject and do our horizontal study method. I intend to take a word, 
a verse, a paragraph, a chapter, or a section of text and build around it the ancient biblical 
context so that I can put you in the story. I’ll be building a running commentary on the 
life and times of Jeremiah as we work through the book attributed to him.  
-It’s interesting that large sections of this book are presented as the actual words of 
Jeremiah. Based on things we’ve learned about authorship; we’ve recognized other hands 
in these texts, the hands of editors, redactors, or scribes. When it comes to Jeremiah, not 
only do we know a scribe that worked for Jeremiah by the name of Baruch ben Neriah. 
We also get an indication as to parts of the book that he himself wrote and not Jeremiah.  
-Much of the book introduces oracles of Jeremiah which seem to be written or could be 
written by Jeremiah’s own hand. Many of these examples written by the hand of 
Jeremiah are written in the first person. This does not prove that Jeremiah wrote it just 
because a text is in the first person, but it gets us as close as we can at arriving at that 
possible conclusion. When we read where Jeremiah says, “and the word of the LORD 
was to me”, we’re going to believe this represents a form of Jeremiah’s original oracle. 
Get ready to follow and trust the text to get us as close as we can to the historical, 
authentic message of Jeremiah of Anathoth, and help us to be “Honest to Jeremiah”. 
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Last week we talked about one of the most important parts of Josiah’s reign. One of the 
most important discoveries in the history of man and biblically speak it’s very pivotal. 
There was the discovery of a scroll that was written by Moses during the days of Josiah. 
Even though the scroll of Moses was put before the people, they rejected its message.  
-Today, I want to shift our focus and talk about something that led up to that. I want to 
focus on this great revival, this great reform that takes place. Two accounts of this reform 
are given in Kings and Chronicles. I want to focus on the cleansing of the land and how 
these two versions share similar details they also share differences that can be noted if we 
carefully study the texts side by side. In much of today’s class, I will be using the book, 
A Synoptic Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles: With Related Passages from 
Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezra, edited by James D. Newsome Jr. I have to go back in 
time prior to the days of Josiah to build a certain case.  
-Josiah’s Great Reform – A Comparison of Kings and Chronicles 
-One of the main differences between the account given in Kings and Chronicles is when 
this great reform takes place. If you read 2 Kings 22-23, you’ll see that Josiah’s great 
reform takes place after the discovery of the sacred scroll by Hezekiah in the eighteenth 
year of Josiah’s reign. We don’t get much for specific details prior to the eighteenth year 
of his reign. It tells us about how Josiah assumes the throne at the age of eight years old. 
Then it tells us what a godly person he is and then it jumps into the eighteenth year of his 
reign when the big reform takes place.  
-If you read the account in Chronicles, we get a little bit more detail. In Chronicles 34, 
the great reform in the days of Josiah actually begins in the twelfth year. Josiah assumes 
the throne at eight years old. Then we get a couple of things along the way before his 
eighteenth year. During the eighth year of his reign when he is sixteen years old, he 
begins to seek the God of his father David. Then we go to the twelfth year of his reign 
where we find out that he begins a great purge of Judah and Jerusalem. The writer of 
Kings doesn’t tell us this.  



-One of the consistent points between Kings and Chronicles is that they both share the 
same narrative flow in terms of what led up to the discovery of the scroll. What’s going 
on right during the time when the scroll is discovered? It’s a repair of the house, the 
temple.  
-Josiah’s Delegation to Restore the House of the LORD 
-2Kin 22: 3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan the son of 
Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the LORD, saying,  
-2Chr 34: 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and 
the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 
-In 2 Chronicles there’s already been this reformation that’s taken place. The main 
purpose of Josiah sending forth this group of people was to repair the house, to 
strengthen. The idea is that they’re going to restore the house to its former strength. 
2Kings doesn’t mention the repair until several verses later. There is no purge of the land 
and house until much later in the narrative. Chronicles stresses that the finding of the 
scroll of Moses happens after this purge has already begun.  
-2Kin 22: 4 "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money that has been 
brought into the house of the LORD, which the keepers of the threshold have collected 
from the people. 
-2Chr 34: 9 They came to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been 
brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had 
collected from Manasseh and Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all 
Judah and Benjamin and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
-In Kings, Hilkiah wants there to be a reconning of the account and in Chronicles it 
records that someone from the group is bringing money for the purpose. The main idea is 
that Josiah sends a person or a delegation to the priest Hilkiah for the purpose of restoring 
and repairing the house.  
-2Kin 22: 5 And let it be given into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of 
the house of the LORD, and let them give it to the workmen who are at the house of the 
LORD, repairing the house  
-2Chr 34: 10 And they gave it to the workmen who were working in the house of the 
LORD. And the workmen who were working in the house of the LORD gave it for 
repairing and restoring the house.  
-Kings says its for the purpose of repair and Chronicles says it’s to repair, to restore, and 
to strengthen.  
-2Kin 22: 6 (that is, to the carpenters, and to the builders, and to the masons), and let 
them use it for buying timber and quarried stone to repair the house. 7 But no accounting 
shall be asked from them for the money that is delivered into their hand, for they deal 
honestly."  
-The Kings of Judah and the Ruination of the House of the LORD 
-2Chr 34: 11 They gave it to the carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and 
timber for binders and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin.  
-The idea is to take money that has been set aside from the people to do a work of 
restoration and repair of the house. In Chronicles is notes that the kings of Judah had let 
go to ruin. Here, I decided to follow this ruination from the beginning. Looking back, 
how did it go from a holy house to what is ultimately a horrible situation? A state of 



ruination and disrepair. Are there certain kings? We know that Manasseh and Amon are 
bad, and we know of many other bad kings, but were there some good kings who did not 
in anyway bring the temple into the state that it was in?  
-The temple in the days of Josiah and Jeremiah and Zephaniah is a very important part of 
our story. The people have come to trust in the house. After Josiah’s death there’s this 
great temple sermon and Jeremiah comes out against the temple. He say’s you’ve put 
your trust in lying words. What are the lying words? The temple of the LORD, the temple 
of the LORD, the temple of the LORD. People are saying the same thing today. The 
culprit’s charged with the ruination of the house are the kings of Judah. In Josiah’s day, 
Kings and Chronicles says that the temple was restored. Jeremiah gets thrown in jail and 
his life is threatened for speaking against the focus that people have placed on the temple. 
All of their focus is on the external elements whereas what God is speaking through 
Jeremiah, he’s looking for this inward change of heart. He wants to put the writing of his 
covenant on the heart.  
-They are concerned about the ark of the covenant. Jeremiah is saying there will be a day 
when there will not be an ark of the covenant, it won’t come to mind, and you won’t miss 
it. They are all focused on the external trappings of religion. The history of this house, 
that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin is one that is right in the text. We know that it 
originates with an idea that David had. It’s presented in 2 Samuel 7 that God is outside in 
a tent. David tells the prophet that he’s going to build a house for God, and he’s told to do 
whatever’s on your heart. Go back and tell David this message. We get quite a bit about 
the temple in the text, but we also get a polemic against the temple and that entire system.  
-Jeremiah wasn’t the only prophet that said this house will be in ruin, Micah also said that 
that place where the temple was would be plowed like a field. Isaiah 66 has God speaking 
in the prophecy of Isaiah, where is this house that you would build for me? Heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool. God doesn’t need us to build him a house. Solomon, 
when he dedicates the house in 1 Kings 8:28, he recognizes that heaven of heavens can’t 
contain you, how much less so this house that I built?  
-The house should never be thought of as God’s house even though we have texts that 
call it that. The idea is that it’s a house for God’s name. In Isaiah 56, ultimately, it’s to be 
a house of prayer for all peoples. If you just rebuild it, it will bring in the redemption. In 2 
Samuel we get the idea that the temple was an accommodation. In fact, some of the major 
parts of biblical religion are also accommodations. The people wanted a king like the 
nations, and it was provided to the people.  
-The History of the House 
-Today, we’re looking at the temple and particularly how the kings of Judah let this 
temple go to ruin. We will do a survey of the kings of Judah from the time of David up 
through Josiah, but we can’t cover everything. I’ll show how certain kings let the land 
and the house go to ruin through their allowance of wickedness, evil and bad. We’ll talk 
about some of the kings who did a good job and tried to make restoration just like Josiah. 
We have to bring up the history of the house in order to get to this point. \ 
-1Kin 6: 1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the 
land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, 
which is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.  
-1Kin 6: 37 In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid, in the 
month of Ziv. 38 And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth 



month, the house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He 
was seven years in building it.  
-The LORD’s Divine Stamp of Approval 
-1Kings 9 and 2 Chronicles 7 tell us about the divine stamp of approval on the finished 
product on the house of the LORD.  
-1Kin 9: 1 As soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the 
king's house and all that Solomon desired to build, 2 the LORD appeared to Solomon a 
second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the LORD said to him, "I have 
heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made before me. I have consecrated this 
house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My eyes and my heart will 
be there for all time. 4 And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father 
walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have 
commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, 5 then I will establish your royal 
throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, 'You shall not lack a 
man on the throne of Israel.' 
-God says, I’ve heard your prayer. In 1 Kings 8 there’s this beautiful prayer about how as 
people look to this place my you answer their prayers as they call upon you whether it’s 
the people of Israel or the stranger who hears of your greatness. I’ve heard your prayer 
that you’ve made before me. Chronicles takes this a lot further.  
-2Chr 7: 12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: "I have 
heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When 
I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, 
or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open 
and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen 
and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart 
will be there for all time.  
-Keep My Commandments 
-Then it goes into the same basic message about how if you follow this and do as David 
did and walk after my ways then there won’t be a time when there won’t be a king over 
Israel… 
-1Kin 9: 6 But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep 
my commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods and worship them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from the land that I have given them, 
and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight, and Israel 
will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8 And this house will become a 
heap of ruins. Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, 
'Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?' 9 Then they will say, 
'Because they abandoned the LORD their God who brought their fathers out of the land 
of Egypt and laid hold on other gods and worshiped them and served them. Therefore the 
LORD has brought all this disaster on them.'"  
-Solomon and Rehoboam  
-During the days of Solomon, the house seems to be ok, but Solomon’s no saint. He does 
lots of bad but is considered to be very wise. He is also considered to be pushed around 
by his women. He wants to please all his women, but not his God. He had 700 wives and 



300 concubines. He built many sites associated with the worship of other gods. As far as 
the house of the LORD, we don’t hear about any of the ruination beginning during his 
reign. The down slide of Israel’s morality is clearly at work in the days of Solomon. It’s 
going to be in the days of Rehoboam that the house begins to go into ruin during the fifth 
century BCE.  
-1Kin 14: 21 Now Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-
one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the 
city that the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. His 
mother's name was Naamah the Ammonite. 22 And Judah did what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD, and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins that they committed, 
more than all that their fathers had done. 23 For they also built for themselves high places 
and pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree, 24 and there were 
also male cult prostitutes in the land. They did according to all the abominations of the 
nations that the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 25 In the fifth year of King 
Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. 26 He took away the 
treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king's house. He took away 
everything. He also took away all the shields of gold that Solomon had made, 27 and 
King Rehoboam made in their place shields of bronze, and committed them to the hands 
of the officers of the guard, who kept the door of the king's house.  
-Rehoboam is pretty bad. Shishak even took all of the temple treasures.  
-2Chr 12: 11 And as often as the king went into the house of the LORD, the guard came 
and carried them and brought them back to the guardroom. 12 And when he humbled 
himself the wrath of the LORD turned from him, so as not to make a complete 
destruction. Moreover, conditions were good in Judah.  
-Kings doesn’t say anything about Rehoboam humbling himself, repenting, or everything 
being good in Judah. Chronicles is a lot more friendly to the kings as it’s the official court 
record, political spin. During the days of Asa there’s a revival. 
-Asa’s Revival 
-1Kin 15: 9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa began to reign over 
Judah, 10 and he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Maacah 
the daughter of Abishalom. 11 And Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as 
David his father had done. 12 He put away the male cult prostitutes out of the land and 
removed all the idols that his fathers had made.  
-2Chr 14: 2 And Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God. 3 He 
took away the foreign altars and the high places and broke down the pillars and cut down 
the Asherim 4 and commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to 
keep the law and the commandment. 5 He also took out of all the cities of Judah the high 
places and the incense altars. And the kingdom had rest under him.  
-He gets rid of all the bad and things seem to be going well.  
-2Chr 15: 8 As soon as Asa heard these words, the prophecy of Azariah the son of Oded, 
he took courage and put away the detestable idols from all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin and from the cities that he had taken in the hill country of Ephraim, and he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the vestibule of the house of the 
LORD. 9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those from Ephraim, Manasseh, 
and Simeon who were residing with them, for great numbers had deserted to him from 
Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 10 They were gathered at 



Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 11 They sacrificed 
to the LORD on that day from the spoil that they had brought 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep. 
12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, with all 
their heart and with all their soul, 13 but that whoever would not seek the LORD, the God 
of Israel, should be put to death, whether young or old, man or woman. 14 They swore an 
oath to the LORD with a loud voice and with shouting and with trumpets and with horns. 
15 And all Judah rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart and had 
sought him with their whole desire, and he was found by them, and the LORD gave them 
rest all around.  
-1Kin 15: 13 He also removed Maacah his mother from being queen mother because she 
had made an abominable image for Asherah. And Asa cut down her image and burned it 
at the brook Kidron. 14 But the high places were not taken away. Nevertheless, the heart 
of Asa was wholly true to the LORD all his days. 15 And he brought into the house of the 
LORD the sacred gifts of his father and his own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels.  
-2Chr 15: 16 Even Maacah, his mother, King Asa removed from being queen mother 
because she had made a detestable image for Asherah. Asa cut down her image, crushed 
it, and burned it at the brook Kidron. 17 But the high places were not taken out of Israel. 
Nevertheless, the heart of Asa was wholly true all his days. 18 And he brought into the 
house of God the sacred gifts of his father and his own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and 
vessels.  
-1Kin 15: 17 Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and built Ramah, that he might 
permit no one to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 18 Then Asa took all the silver 
and the gold that were left in the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of 
the king's house and gave them into the hands of his servants. And King Asa sent them to 
Ben-hadad the son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, who lived in 
Damascus, saying,  
-Here was a good king who tried to serve God with everything but in his mind the 
treasures of the temple are just disregarded. He needed help against Northern Israel, so he 
gave them to the king of Syria. Baasha the king of Northern Israel was trying to stop the 
flow of people into Judah as the people were going there because the LORD was with 
Judah.  
-Jehoshaphat’s Attempted Restoration 
-1Chr 17: 3 The LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the earlier ways of 
his father David. He did not seek the Baals, 4 but sought the God of his father and walked 
in his commandments, and not according to the practices of Israel. 5 Therefore the LORD 
established the kingdom in his hand. And all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he 
had great riches and honor. 6 His heart was courageous in the ways of the LORD. And 
furthermore, he took the high places and the Asherim out of Judah. 7 In the third year of 
his reign he sent his officials, Ben-hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, to 
teach in the cities of Judah; 8 and with them the Levites, Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, 
Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah; and with these 
Levites, the priests Elishama and Jehoram. 9 And they taught in Judah, having the Book 
of the Law of the LORD with them. They went about through all the cities of Judah and 
taught among the people. 
-2Chr 19: 2 But Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to King 
Jehoshaphat, "Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because 



of this, wrath has gone out against you from the LORD. 3 Nevertheless, some good is 
found in you, for you destroyed the Asheroth out of the land, and have set your heart to 
seek God." 4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again among the people, 
from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim, and brought them back to the LORD, the 
God of their fathers. 5 He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, 
city by city, 6 and said to the judges, "Consider what you do, for you judge not for man 
but for the LORD. He is with you in giving judgment. 7 Now then, let the fear of the 
LORD be upon you. Be careful what you do, for there is no injustice with the LORD our 
God, or partiality or taking bribes." 8 Moreover, in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat appointed 
certain Levites and priests and heads of families of Israel, to give judgment for the LORD 
and to decide disputed cases. They had their seat at Jerusalem. 9 And he charged them: 
"Thus you shall do in the fear of the LORD, in faithfulness, and with your whole heart: 
10 whenever a case comes to you from your brothers who live in their cities, concerning 
bloodshed, law or commandment, statutes or rules, then you shall warn them, that they 
may not incur guilt before the LORD and wrath may not come upon you and your 
brothers. Thus you shall do, and you will not incur guilt. 11 And behold, Amariah the 
chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the 
governor of the house of Judah, in all the king's matters, and the Levites will serve you as 
officers. Deal courageously, and may the LORD be with the upright!"  
-2Chr 20: 5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house 
of the LORD, before the new court, 6 and said, "O LORD, God of our fathers, are you 
not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are 
power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. 7 Did you not, our God, drive out 
the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give it forever to the 
descendants of Abraham your friend? 8 And they have lived in it and have built for you 
in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, 9 'If disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, 
or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house and before you--for your name is 
in this house--and cry out to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save.'  
-1Kin 22: 43 He walked in all the way of Asa his father. He did not turn aside from it, 
doing what was right in the sight of the LORD. Yet the high places were not taken away, 
and the people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places.  
-2Chr 20: 32 He walked in the way of Asa his father and did not turn aside from it, doing 
what was right in the sight of the LORD. 33 The high places, however, were not taken 
away; the people had not yet set their hearts upon the God of their fathers.  
-Athaliah Reigns Over the Land 
-2Kin 11: 1 Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal family. 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, 
sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the 
king's sons who were being put to death, and she put him and his nurse in a bedroom. 
Thus they hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not put to death. 3 And he remained with 
her six years, hidden in the house of the LORD, while Athaliah reigned over the land. 4 
But in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of the Carites and of the 
guards, and had them come to him in the house of the LORD. And he made a covenant 
with them and put them under oath in the house of the LORD, and he showed them the 
king's son. 5 And he commanded them, "This is the thing that you shall do: one third of 
you, those who come off duty on the Sabbath and guard the king's house 6 (another third 



being at the gate Sur and a third at the gate behind the guards) shall guard the palace. 7 
And the two divisions of you, which come on duty in force on the Sabbath and guard the 
house of the LORD on behalf of the king, 8 shall surround the king, each with his 
weapons in his hand. And whoever approaches the ranks is to be put to death. Be with the 
king when he goes out and when he comes in." 9 The captains did according to all that 
Jehoiada the priest commanded, and they each brought his men who were to go off duty 
on the Sabbath, with those who were to come on duty on the Sabbath, and came to 
Jehoiada the priest. 10 And the priest gave to the captains the spears and shields that had 
been King David's, which were in the house of the LORD. 11 And the guards stood, 
every man with his weapons in his hand, from the south side of the house to the north 
side of the house, around the altar and the house on behalf of the king. 12 Then he 
brought out the king's son and put the crown on him and gave him the testimony. And 
they proclaimed him king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands and said, 
"Long live the king!" 13 When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, 
she went into the house of the LORD to the people. 14 And when she looked, there was 
the king standing by the pillar, according to the custom, and the captains and the 
trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of the land rejoicing and blowing trumpets. 
And Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, "Treason! Treason!" 15 Then Jehoiada the priest 
commanded the captains who were set over the army, "Bring her out between the ranks, 
and put to death with the sword anyone who follows her." For the priest said, "Let her not 
be put to death in the house of the LORD." 16 So they laid hands on her; and she went 
through the horses' entrance to the king's house, and there she was put to death. 17 And 
Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people, that they should 
be the LORD's people, and also between the king and the people. 18 Then all the people 
of the land went to the house of Baal and tore it down; his altars and his images they 
broke in pieces, and they killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest 
posted watchmen over the house of the LORD. 19 And he took the captains, the Carites, 
the guards, and all the people of the land, and they brought the king down from the house 
of the LORD, marching through the gate of the guards to the king's house. And he took 
his seat on the throne of the kings. 20 So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city 
was quiet after Athaliah had been put to death with the sword at the king's house. 21 
Jehoash was seven years old when he began to reign.  
-2Chr 22: 10 Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal family of the house of Judah. 11 But Jehoshabeath, the 
daughter of the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the 
king's sons who were about to be put to death, and she put him and his nurse in a 
bedroom. Thus Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram and wife of Jehoiada the 
priest, because she was a sister of Ahaziah, hid him from Athaliah, so that she did not put 
him to death. 12 And he remained with them six years, hidden in the house of God, while 
Athaliah reigned over the land.  
-2Chr 23: 1 But in the seventh year Jehoiada took courage and entered into a covenant 
with the commanders of hundreds, Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of 
Jehohanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son 
of Zichri. 2 And they went about through Judah and gathered the Levites from all the 
cities of Judah, and the heads of fathers' houses of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. 3 
And all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And Jehoiada 



said to them, "Behold, the king's son! Let him reign, as the LORD spoke concerning the 
sons of David. 4 This is the thing that you shall do: of you priests and Levites who come 
off duty on the Sabbath, one third shall be gatekeepers, 5 and one third shall be at the 
king's house and one third at the Gate of the Foundation. And all the people shall be in 
the courts of the house of the LORD. 6 Let no one enter the house of the LORD except 
the priests and ministering Levites. They may enter, for they are holy, but all the people 
shall keep the charge of the LORD. 7 The Levites shall surround the king, each with his 
weapons in his hand. And whoever enters the house shall be put to death. Be with the 
king when he comes in and when he goes out." 8 The Levites and all Judah did according 
to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded, and they each brought his men, who were to 
go off duty on the Sabbath, with those who were to come on duty on the Sabbath, for 
Jehoiada the priest did not dismiss the divisions. 9 And Jehoiada the priest gave to the 
captains the spears and the large and small shields that had been King David's, which 
were in the house of God. 10 And he set all the people as a guard for the king, every man 
with his weapon in his hand, from the south side of the house to the north side of the 
house, around the altar and the house. 11 Then they brought out the king's son and put the 
crown on him and gave him the testimony. And they proclaimed him king, and Jehoiada 
and his sons anointed him, and they said, "Long live the king." 12 When Athaliah heard 
the noise of the people running and praising the king, she went into the house of the 
LORD to the people. 13 And when she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar 
at the entrance, and the captains and the trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of 
the land rejoicing and blowing trumpets, and the singers with their musical instruments 
leading in the celebration. And Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, "Treason! Treason!" 
14 Then Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains who were set over the army, saying 
to them, "Bring her out between the ranks, and anyone who follows her is to be put to 
death with the sword." For the priest said, "Do not put her to death in the house of the 
LORD." 15 So they laid hands on her, and she went into the entrance of the horse gate of 
the king's house, and they put her to death there. 16 And Jehoiada made a covenant 
between himself and all the people and the king that they should be the LORD's people. 
17 Then all the people went to the house of Baal and tore it down; his altars and his 
images they broke in pieces, and they killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. 18 
And Jehoiada posted watchmen for the house of the LORD under the direction of the 
Levitical priests and the Levites whom David had organized to be in charge of the house 
of the LORD, to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, as it is written in the Law of Moses, 
with rejoicing and with singing, according to the order of David. 19 He stationed the 
gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD so that no one should enter who was in 
any way unclean. 20 And he took the captains, the nobles, the governors of the people, 
and all the people of the land, and they brought the king down from the house of the 
LORD, marching through the upper gate to the king's house. And they set the king on the 
royal throne. 21 So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet after 
Athaliah had been put to death with the sword.  
-2 Kings 11 and 2 Chronicles 22-23 deal with a woman named Athaliah. She is Ahaziah’s 
mother. When Ahaziah dies she takes over and destroys the royal family. She is obsessed 
with power and wants nobody to get in her way. She kills everybody except for this 
woman by the name of Jehosheba the daughter of king Jehoram and it’s Ahaziah’s sister. 
Jehosheba kidnaps a young boy by the name of Joash and hides him in the temple for six 



years. She has a co-conspirator in her husband who is a good guy as well. Jehoshba is 
married to Jehoiada the priest. Jehoiada takes little Joash under his wings and teaches him 
in the ways of righteousness. In the seventh year, Jehoiada puts his plan together, but he 
needs more people, but Athaliah doesn’t play along. He gets together a large group of 
Levites and others who are going to help him put Joash on the throne.  
-Joash Becomes King 
-2Kin 11: 12 Then he brought out the king's son and put the crown on him and gave him 
the testimony. And they proclaimed him king and anointed him, and they clapped their 
hands and said, "Long live the king!" 13 When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and 
of the people, she went into the house of the LORD to the people. 14 And when she 
looked, there was the king standing by the pillar, according to the custom, and the 
captains and the trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of the land rejoicing and 
blowing trumpets. And Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, "Treason! Treason!"  
-So, they took Athaliah out and killed her. Jehoiada the priest is not the right-hand man of 
the king. As long as Jehoiada is there, things go well. Then Jehoiada goes on to make a 
covenant.  
-2Chr 23: 16 And Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the people and the 
king that they should be the LORD's people. 17 Then all the people went to the house of 
Baal and tore it down; his altars and his images they broke in pieces, and they killed 
Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. 18 And Jehoiada posted watchmen for the 
house of the LORD under the direction of the Levitical priests and the Levites whom 
David had organized to be in charge of the house of the LORD, to offer burnt offerings to 
the LORD, as it is written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, 
according to the order of David. 19 He stationed the gatekeepers at the gates of the house 
of the LORD so that no one should enter who was in any way unclean.  
-Seven-year-old Joash / Jehoash becomes king. This is similar to the story of Josiah. A 
young boy king who is righteous. 
-2Kin 12: 2 And Jehoash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all his days, 
because Jehoiada the priest instructed him.  
-2Chr 24: 2 And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the days of 
Jehoiada the priest.  
-As long as Jehoiada is alive, Joash walks in the way of straight and narrow. What 
happens to Joash after the one who is keeping him on the straight and narrow path dies?  
-2 Chr 24: 3 Jehoiada got for him two wives, and he had sons and daughters. 4 After this 
Joash decided to restore the house of the LORD.  
-Now the story is much like what we see with Josiah. We see a young king assume the 
throne. He is righteous by all reckoning. He decides to start with the house of God and do 
this restoration.  
-2Kin 12: 4 Jehoash said to the priests, "All the money of the holy things that is brought 
into the house of the LORD, the money for which each man is assessed--the money from 
the assessment of persons--and the money that a man's heart prompts him to bring into 
the house of the LORD, 5 let the priests take, each from his donor, and let them repair the 
house wherever any need of repairs is discovered."  
-2Kin 12: 7 Therefore King Jehoash summoned Jehoiada the priest and the other priests 
and said to them, "Why are you not repairing the house? Now therefore take no more 
money from your donors, but hand it over for the repair of the house." 8 So the priests 



agreed that they should take no more money from the people, and that they should not 
repair the house.  
-2Chr 24: 7 For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken into the house of 
God, and had also used all the dedicated things of the house of the LORD for the Baals.  
-2Chr 24: 4 After this Joash decided to restore the house of the LORD. 5 And he gathered 
the priests and the Levites and said to them, "Go out to the cities of Judah and gather 
from all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that you 
act quickly." But the Levites did not act quickly.  
-2Kin 12: 9 Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in the lid of it and set 
it beside the altar on the right side as one entered the house of the LORD. And the priests 
who guarded the threshold put in it all the money that was brought into the house of the 
LORD.  
-2Chr 24: 8 So the king commanded, and they made a chest and set it outside the gate of 
the house of the LORD. 9 And proclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
to bring in for the LORD the tax that Moses the servant of God laid on Israel in the 
wilderness. 10 And all the princes and all the people rejoiced and brought their tax and 
dropped it into the chest until they had finished.  
-As we work through, something really bad happens, Jehoiada dies.  
-2Chr 24: 15 But Jehoiada grew old and full of days, and died. He was 130 years old at 
his death. 16 And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, because he had 
done good in Israel, and toward God and his house. 17 Now after the death of Jehoiada 
the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to them. 
18 And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served the 
Asherim and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 
19 Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the LORD. These testified 
against them, but they would not pay attention. 20 Then the Spirit of God clothed 
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to them, 
"Thus says God, 'Why do you break the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot 
prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.'" 21 But they 
conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him with stones in the 
court of the house of the LORD. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness 
that Jehoiada, Zechariah's father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he was 
dying, he said, "May the LORD see and avenge!"  
-Amaziah Becomes King 
-As Zechariah dies, he says, May the LORD see and avenge. This is exactly what 
happens. When they departed from Joash, leaving him severely wounded, his servants 
conspired against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada priest, then they killed 
him on his bed. After Joash is killed, we read in 2 Kings 14 and 2 Chronicles 25 that 
Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, began to reign. Amaziah even quotes from 
Deuteronomy 24:16. He also goes to battle against the Edomites and in 2 Chronicles 
25:14 we read that he comes back from the battle he’s so thankful for having destroyed 
the Edomites that he decides to start worshipping their god. The people wanted to have a 
king like the nations and this is what they get.  
-Jehoash of Israel defeats Amaziah of Judah…  
-2Kin 14: 13 And Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem and broke down the 



wall of Jerusalem for four hundred cubits, from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. 14 
And he seized all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of 
the LORD and in the treasuries of the king's house, also hostages, and he returned to 
Samaria.  
-Uzziah Becomes King 
-Then we get into King Uzziah of earthquake fame. 2 Kings 15 & 2 Chronicles 26. 
Uzziah is sixteen years old when he begins to reign, and he reigns for 52 years in 
Jerusalem.  
-2Kin 15: 3 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Amaziah had done.  
-Here we get the idea that he’s basically doing the right thing.  
-2Chr 26: 4 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Amaziah had done. 5 He set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who 
instructed him in the fear of God, and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him 
prosper.  
-Once again, we have a godly priest. Uzziah does what is right during the days of 
Zechariah. As long as the priest is there to guide him, the king Uzziah does right. Then he 
makes a mistake and doesn’t take away all of the high places. He goes into the house to 
burn incense which is not his job, and he gets stricken with leprosy.  
-Jotham Becomes King 
-In 2 Kings 15 and 2 Chronicles 27 it says that Jotham did what was right in the eyes of 
God, but the people just can’t get it right.  
-The Wickedness of Ahaz 
-Then Ahaz his son becomes king and things begin to get bad. Ahaz kindles this fire that 
burns in the valley of the sons of Hinnom. He’s kind of the origin of hell in some way. 
All these horrible things go on and he also gives away the treasures again from the house 
of God.  
-2Kin 16: 7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, "I am 
your servant and your son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria 
and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me." 8 Ahaz also took the 
silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasures of the king's 
house and sent a present to the king of Assyria. 9 And the king of Assyria listened to him. 
The king of Assyria marched up against Damascus and took it, carrying its people captive 
to Kir, and he killed Rezin.  
-He wins him over by stripping everything out of the temple. There is more wickedness 
on Ahaz’s part.   
-2Kin 16: 10 When King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 
he saw the altar that was at Damascus. And King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest a model of 
the altar, and its pattern, exact in all its details. 11 And Uriah the priest built the altar; in 
accordance with all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus, so Uriah the priest made it, 
before King Ahaz arrived from Damascus. 12 And when the king came from Damascus, 
the king viewed the altar. Then the king drew near to the altar and went up on it 13 and 
burned his burnt offering and his grain offering and poured his drink offering and threw 
the blood of his peace offerings on the altar. 14 And the bronze altar that was before the 
LORD he removed from the front of the house, from the place between his altar and the 
house of the LORD, and put it on the north side of his altar. 15 And King Ahaz 



commanded Uriah the priest, saying, "On the great altar burn the morning burnt offering 
and the evening grain offering and the king's burnt offering and his grain offering, with 
the burnt offering of all the people of the land, and their grain offering and their drink 
offering. And throw on it all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the 
sacrifice, but the bronze altar shall be for me to inquire by." 16 Uriah the priest did all 
this, as King Ahaz commanded. 17 And King Ahaz cut off the frames of the stands and 
removed the basin from them, and he took down the sea from off the bronze oxen that 
were under it and put it on a stone pedestal. 18 And the covered way for the Sabbath that 
had been built inside the house and the outer entrance for the king he caused to go around 
the house of the LORD, because of the king of Assyria.  
-2Chr 28: 24 And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God and cut in 
pieces the vessels of the house of God, and he shut up the doors of the house of the 
LORD, and he made himself altars in every corner of Jerusalem. 25 In every city of 
Judah he made high places to make offerings to other gods, provoking to anger the 
LORD, the God of his fathers. 26 Now the rest of his acts and all his ways, from first to 
last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 27 And Ahaz 
slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, in Jerusalem, for they did not bring 
him into the tombs of the kings of Israel. And Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.  
-Hezekiah Becomes King 
-2Kin 16: 19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz that he did, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 20 And Ahaz slept with his fathers and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David, and Hezekiah his son reigned in his place. 
-Things were pretty bad but then Hezekiah comes and opens the doors and then makes a 
reformation and restores things.  
-2Chr 29: 3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the 
house of the LORD and repaired them. 4 He brought in the priests and the Levites and 
assembled them in the square on the east 5 and said to them, "Hear me, Levites! Now 
consecrate yourselves, and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, 
and carry out the filth from the Holy Place. 6 For our fathers have been unfaithful and 
have done what was evil in the sight of the LORD our God. They have forsaken him and 
have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD and turned their backs. 7 
They also shut the doors of the vestibule and put out the lamps and have not burned 
incense or offered burnt offerings in the Holy Place to the God of Israel. 8 Therefore the 
wrath of the LORD came on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has made them an object of 
horror, of astonishment, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. 9 For behold, our 
fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in 
captivity for this. 10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD, the God 
of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from us. 11 My sons, do not now be 
negligent, for the LORD has chosen you to stand in his presence, to minister to him and 
to be his ministers and make offerings to him."  
-2Chr 30: 14 They set to work and removed the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the 
altars for burning incense they took away and threw into the brook Kidron. 15 And they 
slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second month. And the priests 
and the Levites were ashamed, so that they consecrated themselves and brought burnt 
offerings into the house of the LORD. 16 They took their accustomed posts according to 
the Law of Moses the man of God. The priests threw the blood that they received from 



the hand of the Levites. 17 For there were many in the assembly who had not consecrated 
themselves. Therefore the Levites had to slaughter the Passover lamb for everyone who 
was not clean, to consecrate it to the LORD.  
-Everything is operating, seemingly the way it should. There are a lot of things you can’t 
undo. Things that were built by Solomon and it’s not like this place has been maintained 
well.  
-2Chr 31: 11 Then Hezekiah commanded them to prepare chambers in the house of the 
LORD, and they prepared them. 12 And they faithfully brought in the contributions, the 
tithes, and the dedicated things. The chief officer in charge of them was Conaniah the 
Levite, with Shimei his brother as second, 13 while Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, 
Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath, and Benaiah were overseers assisting 
Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by the appointment of Hezekiah the king and Azariah 
the chief officer of the house of God.  
-2Chr 31: 20 Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and 
right and faithful before the LORD his God. 21 And every work that he undertook in the 
service of the house of God and in accordance with the law and the commandments, 
seeking his God, he did with all his heart, and prospered.  
-2Kin 18: 13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came 
up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them. 14 And Hezekiah king of Judah 
sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, "I have done wrong; withdraw from me. 
Whatever you impose on me I will bear." And the king of Assyria required of Hezekiah 
king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. 15 And Hezekiah 
gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of 
the king's house. 16 At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the temple 
of the LORD and from the doorposts that Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid and gave 
it to the king of Assyria.  
-When you read about the ruination that was brought about by the kings of Judah, these 
things ought to come to mind.  
-2Chr 32: 25 But Hezekiah did not make return according to the benefit done to him, for 
his heart was proud. Therefore wrath came upon him and Judah and Jerusalem. 26 But 
Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did not come upon them in the days of 
Hezekiah.  
-The Greater Wickedness of Manasseh 
-2Kin 21: 2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the 
despicable practices of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 
3 For he rebuilt the high places that Hezekiah his father had destroyed, and he erected 
altars for Baal and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all 
the host of heaven and served them. 4 And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of 
which the LORD had said, "In Jerusalem will I put my name." 5 And he built altars for 
all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD. 6 And he burned his 
son as an offering and used fortune-telling and omens and dealt with mediums and with 
necromancers. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 7 
And the carved image of Asherah that he had made he set in the house of which the 
LORD said to David and to Solomon his son, "In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I 
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name forever. 8 And I will not 



cause the feet of Israel to wander anymore out of the land that I gave to their fathers, if 
only they will be careful to do according to all that I have commanded them, and 
according to all the Law that my servant Moses commanded them." 9 But they did not 
listen, and Manasseh led them astray to do more evil than the nations had done whom the 
LORD destroyed before the people of Israel.  
-Manasseh is so wicked, he goes after the high places, Baal, Asherim, and the hosts of 
heaven. In Kings, nothing good comes from this wicked guy. It’s another story in 
Chronicles.  
-2Chr 33: 11 Therefore the LORD brought upon them the commanders of the army of the 
king of Assyria, who captured Manasseh with hooks and bound him with chains of 
bronze and brought him to Babylon. 12 And when he was in distress, he entreated the 
favor of the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 13 
He prayed to him, and God was moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and brought 
him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God. 
14 Afterward he built an outer wall for the city of David west of Gihon, in the valley, and 
for the entrance into the Fish Gate, and carried it around Ophel, and raised it to a very 
great height. He also put commanders of the army in all the fortified cities in Judah. 15 
And he took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD, and all the 
altars that he had built on the mountain of the house of the LORD and in Jerusalem, and 
he threw them outside of the city. 16 He also restored the altar of the LORD and offered 
on it sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanksgiving, and he commanded Judah to serve 
the LORD, the God of Israel. 17 Nevertheless, the people still sacrificed at the high 
places, but only to the LORD their God. 18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his 
prayer to his God, and the words of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the LORD, 
the God of Israel, behold, they are in the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 19 And his 
prayer, and how God was moved by his entreaty, and all his sin and his faithlessness, and 
the sites on which he built high places and set up the Asherim and the images, before he 
humbled himself, behold, they are written in the Chronicles of the Seers. 20 So Manasseh 
slept with his fathers, and they buried him in his house, and Amon his son reigned in his 
place. 
-The Book of Kings doesn’t know anything about the repentance of Manasseh. If this 
really happened that’s wonderful. After this we have plenty of texts that talk about the 
wickedness of Manasseh. Why is it here and not in the Book of Kings? Who has a vested 
interest in producing such a glowing report about Manasseh?  
-Amon Becomes King 
-Amon comes up after Manasseh and is the father of Josiah. Amon picks up where 
wicked Daddy left off.  
-2 Chr 33: 22 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as Manasseh his father 
had done. Amon sacrificed to all the images that Manasseh his father had made, and 
served them.  
-The Kings of Judah had let the house go to ruin. The house of the holy had become a 
house of the horrors. The kings of Judah had made it a tale of woe. Accounts of the 
damage, disrepair, disregard, and disrespect dominate our text.  
-Josiah Assumes the Throne 
-The land and the house have need of a cleansing when Josiah assumes the throne. 
Jehoiada is one of the good guys, a good priest in the time of Joash and his son was 



murdered. We can’t forget the priest that’s involved in the story of Josiah. Because it’s a 
certain priest that discovers on another work of restoration to the house. He discovers in 
that house, something quite incredible. His name was Hilkiah. It’s Hilkiah who discovers 
the Moses scroll.  
-Join me next week when we talk about that work going on in the time of Josiah with the 
background that we have today, and we’ll talk specifically about the priest and what he 
discovered.  
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This week’s Torah Portion Shemot: “Names” (Exodus 1:1 - 6:1) Israel increases greatly 
in Egypt; The generation passes; Pharaoh’s plot/oppression; The birth of Moses; Moses 
identifies with his people; Moses flees to Midian; Moses marries; God concludes that the 
time of salvation has arrived; God hears Israel’s groaning; Shepherd and liberator; The 
burning bush; Moses doubts and God’s reassurance; The names of God; The request to 
the Egyptians; Moses doubts the people’s faith; Moses desperate plea; God’s response; 
Moses given powerful signs; Moses objections are overridden; Moses returns to Egypt; 
Zipporah circumcises her son; Moses and Aaron come to Pharaoh; Making bricks without 
straw; Egyptian taskmasters and Jewish foreman; Protesting in vain; the Jews complain to 
Moses and Aaron; Moses complains to God; Portent for the future. “Shavua Tov" and 
Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2023): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – March 17 - 28, 2023, See the Sights, Go Behind the 
Scenes; Dr. James D. Tabor. https://blossomingrose.org/2023-walking-the-ancient-paths/  
-80th Annual UIWU Conference, Charlotte, NC: April 21-23, 2023, 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/conference/  
-Tanakh Tours – Egypt / Jordan, October 31 – November 12, 2023, 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-egypt-jordan-tour/ & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwVIZvqHq-I  
-Tanakh Tours – Israel, November 12 – November 19, 2023, 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-James Tabor Blog: https://jamestabor.com/  
-James Tabor Videos Channel Trailer: Posted November 4, 2022. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9GVG2m18JQ  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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