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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center South in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning.  
-Jer 1:1 “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah of the priests who were in Anathoth in 
the land of Benjamin.” This so begins the Hebrew bibles Book of Jeremiah and so begins 
our journey into a new and informative study on “The World and Words of Jeremiah the 
Prophet”. Unlike any other book among the Prophets there is nothing that is more of a 
seed bed for the immerging biblical faiths, post the biblical period as both Judaism and 
Christianity draw heavily upon the book and words attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.  
-Throughout this study I’ll show a connectedness between Deuteronomy and Jeremiah by 
carefully analyzing the contents of the Book of Jeremiah with two main focuses. We’ll 
focus heavily on the text of Jeremiah in accordance with the context of the book. I also 
want to put you inside the text of the prophet Jeremiah in the ancient world in which he 
lived by imagining the scenery around us and seeing how the people, characters, and 
personalities come to life in front of your very eyes. We’ll do everything we can to put 
you back to the 6th century BCE and work through the story as it unfolds.  
-In this study we’ll also draw on sources other than the Hebrew texts of the Masoretic 
bible such as found in the Septuagint, the Greek version and on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
drawing attention to the differences between them regarding the same material, The Book 
of Jeremiah. As I research and prepare for these classes, I’ll also be looking at the 
original languages and consulting them to help make my intended point. We’ll also learn 
quite a bit from archaeological discoveries as well.  
-The order and arrangement of the material of these classes depends upon how I feel led 
to go with the class and that’s developed as I prepare the material. Sometimes I’ll follow 
a chronological order and at other times I’ll prepare a class or classes on a more topical 
overview and take a subject and do our horizontal study method. I intend to take a word, 
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a verse, a paragraph, a chapter, or a section of text and build around it the ancient biblical 
context so that I can put you in the story. I’ll be building a running commentary on the 
life and times of Jeremiah as we work through the book attributed to him.  
-It’s interesting that large sections of this book are presented as the actual words of 
Jeremiah. Based on things we’ve learned about authorship; we’ve recognized other hands 
in these texts, the hands of editors, redactors, or scribes. When it comes to Jeremiah, not 
only do we know a scribe that worked for Jeremiah by the name of Baruch ben Neriah. 
We also get an indication as to parts of the book that he himself wrote and not Jeremiah.  
-Much of the book introduces oracles of Jeremiah which seem to be written or could be 
written by Jeremiah’s own hand. Many of these examples written by the hand of 
Jeremiah are written in the first person. This does not prove that Jeremiah wrote it just 
because a text is in the first person, but it gets us as close as we can at arriving at that 
possible conclusion. When we read where Jeremiah says, “and the word of the LORD 
was to me”, we’re going to believe this represents a form of Jeremiah’s original oracle. 
Get ready to follow and trust the text to get us as close as we can to the historical, 
authentic message of Jeremiah of Anathoth, and help us to be “Honest to Jeremiah”. 
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-His "ministry" began 40 years prior to the destruction of the Temple and a great exile. 
He predicted that the beautiful Temple which he called a den of robbers (or cave of 
violent ones) would be destroyed. The priests considered him enemy number one and 
plotted against him, even seeking his life. He criticized his people of having ears to hear 
and eyes to see but not hearing and seeing. He also spoke of a future New Covenant for 
God's people, including the lost and scattered sheep of Israel and predicted their eventual 
return.  
-Welcome to “Riddles in Prophecy”, class six in my series, The World and Words of the 
Prophet Jeremiah. We begin today in 627 BCE, come with me to Jerusalem. We are in 
the days of Josiah in the thirteenth year of his reign and according to the writer of the 
Book of Chronicles for five years Josiah has been seeking the God of his father David. 
He is also one year into a massive reform, a purge of all things which are contrary to the 
established practices of worship. Josiah’s reform not only extends to the territories of 
Judah it extends to the north as far as the territories of Naphtali.    
-When Jeremiah First Hears the Word of the LORD 
-It’s in this year (627 BCE) that Jeremiah first hears the word of the LORD. This begins a 
forty-year career for the prophet Jeremiah all the way up through the end of the biblical 
period when the exile takes place. The number forty also occurs in the ministries of other 
prophets like Moses from the time they leave Egypt to the time they come to the borders 
of the Promised Land to go in and take possession thereof is forty-years. Moses and 
Jeremiah both refused the call, in similar language. Jeremiah says I can’t speak or know 
how to speak. The wording is different, but this is what Moses says in Exodus 4:10. We 
are going to compare and contrast the career of Jeremiah with other prophets. Moses 
brings the children of Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land, but not into the Promised 
Land. Jeremiah’s role is the opposite, he brings some of the children with him from the 
Promised Land to Egypt.  
-The Call of Jeremiah – A Prophet to the Nations 



-Jer 1: 4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations." 6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to 
speak, for I am only a youth."  
-Here we understand that Jeremiah’s call or his identification or his selection for this very 
important role takes place before he’s born when he’s set apart as a prophet to the 
nations. Jeremiah is the only prophet that is called, a prophet to the nations. It doesn’t 
mean that we don’t have other prophets that speak prophetically or with oracles 
concerning the nations. Obadiah and Isaiah also speak to the nations. The Book of 
Jeremiah also has sections devoted to oracles to the nations. Jeremiah 25 talks about a 
cup of wrath. He’s told to bring this to the nations and have them drink from the cup. 
Jeremiah 46 – 51 shares a series of oracles to the nations.  
-Jeremiah’s Excuse – I Don’t Know How to Speak 
-In Jeremiah 1:6 he gives an excuse as to why he cannot accept. I don’t know how to 
speak. This is reminiscent of the language regarding Moses we get in Exodus 4:10. This 
speaks of having a heavy tongue. In Ezekiel, this same phrase means that someone 
doesn’t speak Hebrew. Jeremiah’s excuse is that he’s only a youth. In the Hebrew, it’s 
not very specific, like with Joseph in Genesis 37. There we read that Joseph is a youth 
and he’s seventeen. When this occurs with Jeremiah, he’s in the thirteenth year of 
Josiah’s reign, when he’s twenty-one. So, I’d like to propose that they’re about the same 
age.  
-Josiah as well is selected prior to his birth. 1 Kings 13 gives a prediction of a coming 
descendant of David who will come in and bring about reform. In essence, what we have 
are two young men probably about the same age, one a Davidic ruler and another a 
Levite who belongs to a line of priests which were banished to Anathoth at least during 
the days of King Solomon. When David was dying, we had a split in the priesthood. 
Abiathar sides against Solomon and Zadok supports Solomon. Everyone else who didn’t 
support King Solomon is banished to the priestly town of Anathoth which is where 
Jeremiah and Hilkiah his father come from. When Jeremiah says that he’s only a youth, 
he’s still at an age when he can get married and have a family. The Hebrew word for 
youth is used one other time in Jeremiah.  
-Jer 51: 22 with you I break in pieces man and woman; with you I break in pieces the old 
man and the youth; with you I break in pieces the young man and the young woman;  
-Beyond marriage age we simply cannot get. I’m making a guess that Jeremiah is 
between seventeen and twenty-one. Other people have guessed but no one knows. We 
also know that Jeremiah is not married and he’s not to marry.  
-Jeremiah is Not to Marry 
-Jer 16: 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "You shall not take a wife, nor shall you 
have sons or daughters in this place. 3 For thus says the LORD concerning the sons and 
daughters who are born in this place, and concerning the mothers who bore them and the 
fathers who fathered them in this land: 4 They shall die of deadly diseases. They shall not 
be lamented, nor shall they be buried. They shall be as dung on the surface of the ground. 
They shall perish by the sword and by famine, and their dead bodies shall be food for the 
birds of the air and for the beasts of the earth. 5 "For thus says the LORD: Do not enter 
the house of mourning, or go to lament or grieve for them, for I have taken away my 
peace from this people, my steadfast love and mercy, declares the LORD. 6 Both great 



and small shall die in this land. They shall not be buried, and no one shall lament for 
them or cut himself or make himself bald for them. 7 No one shall break bread for the 
mourner, to comfort him for the dead, nor shall anyone give him the cup of consolation to 
drink for his father or his mother. 8 You shall not go into the house of feasting to sit with 
them, to eat and drink.  
-We don’t have a date here, but in this section YHVH is telling Jeremiah, you, don’t get 
married. Here, he’s also getting specific instructions on how difficult his life is going to 
be. He’s old enough to be married and have children, but that is forbidden to him as well. 
He’s not allowed to mourn or console or have fun or have friends, to feast or sit with 
other people. Jeremiah is called the weeping prophet for a reason and is totally isolated 
from everything around him. Meaning he can’t participate in the normalcy of life. You 
are going to be my spokesman. It’s Jeremiah’s and Zephaniah’s job to tell the truth to the 
people who are being fed from the administration that things are going well.  
-Let’s talk for a moment about Jewish Marriage. I have heard that a Jewish person must 
be married young. This is a rule, but it is very late. It’s traditional, it’s rabbinic, and it’s 
mentioned in Judaism. In fact, to marry and have a family is listed according to the 
rabbinic enumeration of the 613 commandments in the Torah as commandment number 
one.  
-Similarities Between Jeremiah and Jesus of Nazareth 
-Many put forward a case that Jesus of Nazareth was married because it was the custom 
that you had to be married. If you read the Gospel sources, you find many correlations of 
the life and mission and actions of Jesus of Nazareth and those of Jeremiah from a 
historical point of view. According to our sources, both Jeremiah and Jesus appear on the 
scene to begin a prophetic ministry about forty-years before the destruction of the temple 
of their day. Jeremiah was called by God and ministered for forty-years. Jesus will come 
forward in the second temple period and then forty-years after his ministry begins the 
temple is destroyed. Both of these temples, by the time they are destroyed were recently 
renovated and spirits are high, and the beautification and expansion projects have taken 
place. Both temples were destroyed after these two came forward. Both Jeremiah and 
Jesus of Nazareth have very negative assessments of the house in their day. They talk 
openly about the absolute and utter corruption of the house. Both find themselves as 
enemy number one of the priesthoods that ruled in their time. Both are very critical of the 
priesthood in their respective time.  
-After Jeremiah is told that he can’t get married or have children, in that same chapter 
there’s a prophecy about fishing for men. It’s interesting that in the Gospel narratives that 
soon after Jesus of Nazareth launches his mission, he goes out and seeks to make fishers 
of men. Jesus mentions this same fishing of men and it could very well be that likely he is 
following Jeremiah’s on both accounts. When I look at the historical Jesus, I think that he 
is in these texts. I think he looks at Jeremiah’s texts and finds himself, at least part of his 
role. Just like Jeremiah, I’m not going to get married either for similar reasons.  
-Both claim as a part of their central message that the people that their ministry and word 
are here to reach is identified as the scattered Northern Kingdom of Israel. In Jeremiah 
50:6 he talks about the lost sheep and refers to this missing and scatter group as lost 
sheep. In Jeremiah 50:17 he refers to them as scattered sheep and Jesus of Nazareth 
would follow suit. Both claim that their audience had ears to hear but they didn’t hear, 
eyes to see but they didn’t see. See Jeremiah 5:21 as an example. Jesus quoted Jeremiah 



in Matthew 13:14. This is also similar language found in Psalms 115:5-6 and Psalms 
135:16 found in reference to idols.  
-Both Jesus and Jeremiah cautioned against sowing among the thorns. Jeremiah 4 and 
Jesus referred to this in a parable where both have a similar intended meaning when they 
speak of that. Finally, I just wanted to bring up as part of the riddles in prophecy that 
Jesus of Nazareth probably and likely or the writers of the story if you will, are 
suggesting that both Jeremiah and Jesus are the only two figures, who talk about a 
coming new covenant. A new covenant that is to come. Both speak of this and seek to 
bring it about, and part of that restorative action involves reaching out to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.  
-He Touched My Mouth 
-Jer 1: 7 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I 
send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid 
of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD." 9 Then the LORD put out 
his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, "Behold, I have put my 
words in your mouth. 10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to 
pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant."  
-This is a major section that focuses on the call of Jeremiah. How literally do we take 
this? This exact phrase, touched my mouth, is used in one other text and it happens to be 
the call of another prophet. This is part of the call of Isaiah, the action of putting words in 
Isaiah’s mouth takes place early in his prophetic career.  
-The Call of Isaiah 
-Isa 6: 1 In the year that King Uzziah died (2 Kings 15:7) I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood 
the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered 
his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is 
the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!" 4 And the foundations of the 
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 
And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken 
with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for." 8 And I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, 
"Here I am! Send me." 9 And he said, "Go, and say to this people: "'Keep on hearing, but 
do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.' 10 Make the heart of this people 
dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed." 11 Then I said, 
"How long, O Lord?" And he said: "Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses 
without people, and the land is a desolate waste, 12 and the LORD removes people far 
away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a tenth 
remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains 
when it is felled." The holy seed is its stump. 
-When we look at the seraphim, we get an idea of what their role is, and the Hebrew word 
means to burn. What we get from context here is that seraphim are plural, and they have a 
job, they are attendants at an altar in the throne room. The word burn is part of their 



name. Here, he touched my mouth is the same exact phrase in Jeremiah 1. It’s a little bit 
different in that who is doing the touching and what does that touching yield. King 
Uzziah is a king when Isaiah’s prophetic career begins.  
-Isa 1: 1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  
-The Ability to See, Hear, and Understand Comes from God 
-Isaiah begins his in the days of Uzziah and Uzziah dies in Isaiah 6. Early in the prophetic 
career of Isaiah he is called, and his mouth is touched. These are connected and is one of 
the riddles of prophecy. Just like Moses – forty-year career. Just like Jeremiah – forty-
year career. Just like Isaiah – forty-year career. Jeremiah doesn’t have an angel or a 
seraph or a coal touch his mouth. Jeremiah says that YHVH touches his mouth with his 
hand and by this I am putting my words in your mouth. No other prophet has this 
experience. Isaiah 6 is close with the idea of touching the mouth. Daniel 10:16 is close 
but it’s not the same as what Jeremiah experiences with YHVH touching his mouth. 
Ezekiel eats a scroll. He sees a hand extended to him with scroll and is told to eat this. 
Jeremiah also eats a scroll, but we’ll talk about eating scrolls later.  
-Isaiah and Jeremiah are both given words to speak during these encounters in Isaiah 6 
and Jeremiah 1 that are not pleasant. Who will go for us and who can we send? Isaiah 
says, send me, I’ll go. Isaiah is told to fatten the heart of the people, make heavy their 
ears and blind their eyes. Why? Lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
understand with their heart, and turn and be healed. Isaiah has a bad mission to put in 
place things that prevent repentance. Isaiah asks how long? The answer is, until the exile. 
When Isaiah puts this into place, we have an exile that takes place in his day but in 
Jeremiah’s day he is still experiencing people in his day that are encountering a fat heart, 
heavy ears, and eyes that are blind. This is not a new thing, if you go back to 
Deuteronomy 29:4 Moses sees the same thing. We also see it in the Gospel narratives. 
This ability to understand, see, and hear must be something that is given by God.  
-I Am Putting My Words in Your Mouth 
-To put my words in your mouth means to prepare one for a prophetic career. The words 
that you speak Jeremiah are not your own. They will be the words of the one who sent 
you. You will go and speak whatever it is I tell you to speak. You will go where I send 
you. The words he is speaking are not his own.  
-Deu 18: 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  
-The prediction in Deuteronomy 18 is that a prophet like Moses will be raised up at a 
certain time and God will put his words in his mouth and command him what to speak. 
That is fulfilled to the word, only by Jeremiah. Joshua is not the prophet like Moses. The 
prophet like Moses, the one who is raised up and the one that God puts his words in his 
mouth is Jeremiah.  
-Jer 1: 9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to 
me, "Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
-Deu 18: 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  
-Jer 5: 14 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts: "Because you have spoken 
this word, behold, I am making my words in your mouth a fire, and this people wood, and 
the fire shall consume them.  



-Other passages use different language to say that Gods words are in the mouth of man in 
a prophetic word to those who chase righteousness.  
-Isa 51: 1 "Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD 
-Isa 51: 16 And I have put my words in your mouth and covered you in the shadow of my 
hand, establishing the heavens and laying the foundations of the earth, and saying to 
Zion, 'You are my people.'"  
-Here is a prophetic word to those who chase after righteousness and know righteousness, 
people who have the Torah in the heart. We are talking about riddles in prophecy. Who 
are these people? God says, I place my words in your mouth. We have to bring in these 
other prophets because they represent the same one who commissioned them.  
-A Redeemer will Come for Those Who Have Turned from Wrongdoing 
-Isa 59: 20 "And a Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from 
transgression," declares the LORD. 21 "And as for me, this is my covenant with them," 
says the LORD: "My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, 
shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the 
mouth of your children's offspring," says the LORD, "from this time forth and 
forevermore."  
-The redeemer is not coming for Zion. He is not coming for all of the people; he’s 
coming for a group who turn from wrongdoing. This is my covenant for those who have 
turned from wrongdoing. God says that a redeemer is coming for those who’ve turned 
from sin and it’s this group that he makes a covenant with. It’s in this group that the 
redeemer is going to put this word in the mouth of the people. God’s word in the mouth 
of mankind indicates prophecy.  
-Exo 4: 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your 
mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do.  
-Num 11: 29 But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"  
-Moses wished that all God’s people would be prophets and his Spirit would be on them 
all. Jeremiah, using a comparison of Deuteronomic language is or was the prophet like 
Moses. He’s the one that matches the prophecy. Jeremiah is a prophet to the nations and 
is known and set apart by God before he was born. He’ll say whatever God tells him to 
say. He told, don’t fear from their faces. It’s not the bad folks who are out to get 
Jeremiah, it’s the religious folks who are out to get Jeremiah. It’s the wicked priesthood, 
the religious leaders. That’s who are always the enemy of God’s truth. It’s like that today 
as well. He’s telling him to watch out for the people of the temple. Don’t fear from their 
faces because I’m with you.  
-Jer 1: 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD."  
-Jer 1: 18 And I, behold, I make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze 
walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the 
people of the land. 19 They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you, 
for I am with you, declares the LORD, to deliver you." 
-The message is from God to the people who are called God’s people, that’s the people 
who don’t want to hear it. He’s already divorced the Northern Kingdom.  
-Jer 15: 20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight 
against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver 
you, declares the LORD. 



-Jer 30: 10 "Then fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares the LORD, nor be dismayed, O 
Israel; for behold, I will save you from far away, and your offspring from the land of their 
captivity. Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease, and none shall make him afraid. 11 
For I am with you to save you, declares the LORD; I will make a full end of all the 
nations among whom I scattered you, but of you I will not make a full end. I will 
discipline you in just measure, and I will by no means leave you unpunished.  
-This is a riddle, now he’s talking to a group. This is about Jacob the servant. Who is this 
servant? Is it Israel? Is it Jeremiah? Is it Jesus of Nazareth that Christianity puts forward? 
Here is says, Jacob my servant.  
-Jer 46: 28 Fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares the LORD, for I am with you. I will 
make a full end of all the nations to which I have driven you, but of you I will not make a 
full end. I will discipline you in just measure, and I will by no means leave you 
unpunished."  
-Jer 42: 10 If you will remain in this land, then I will build you up and not pull you down; 
I will plant you, and not pluck you up; for I relent of the disaster that I did to you. 11 Do 
not fear the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid. Do not fear him, declares the 
LORD, for I am with you, to save you and to deliver you from his hand.  
-Remember that part of Jeremiah’s mission is to build and to plant.  
-Isa 43: 5 Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from 
the west I will gather you. 6 I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not 
withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, 7 
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and 
made."  
-Here, Jacob and Israel are addressed. When we begin to unwrap this we begin to connect 
words and phrases and our eyes become open as to the identity of these people. The 
language that’s directed to Jeremiah himself is very similar to that which is directed to 
Jacob, and Israel, and to the servant within Israel are the servant songs of Isaiah. At times 
the language is exact and at other times it’s not. Some have proposed that Isaiah 40 – 66 
was written by Jeremiah. If you read Jeremiah 11 about being like a lamb brought to the 
slaughter, this is very close to the language we see in the suffering servant passages. As 
Jeremiah is promised that God will be with him, so too, Jacob, Israel, and the servant.  
-Jeremiah’s Mission – To Pluck and to Plant 
-Jer 1: 10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 
break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 
-Jeremiah is given the mission in three phrases. Even in these words of impending bad 
when God tells Jeremiah, I’m going to use you to pluck, to break, to destroy and to 
overthrow and to build and to plant, you’d think this is a very heavy job. There is always 
a chance, the choice is in the response to the word of the LORD through the prophet 
-Jer 18: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Arise, and go down to the 
potter's house, and there I will let you hear my words." 3 So I went down to the potter's 
house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4 And the vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good 
to the potter to do. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I 
not do with you as this potter has done? declares the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the 
potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 If at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 



and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the 
disaster that I intended to do to it. 9 And if at any time I declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to 
my voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, 
say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 'Thus says the LORD, Behold, I 
am shaping disaster against you and devising a plan against you. Return, every one from 
his evil way, and amend your ways and your deeds.'  
-Jeremiah, your job is to pluck and to plant, but I’m going to tell you to tell them to 
straighten their act up. If they don’t respond, pluck them up. If they do respond, you are 
to build and to plant. If I’ve decreed bad and they make amends, bad is off the table. If I 
decree good and they do bad, then the good is off the table. The response to the hearer of 
the word of the LORD is what determines whether good or bad happens.  
-Jer 31: 28 And it shall come to pass that as I have watched over them to pluck up and 
break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring harm, so I will watch over them to build 
and to plant, declares the LORD.  
-Disaster is Coming Unless the People Repent 
-YHVH is saying, by the same token I’m promising to build and to plant. The offer is 
presented, and the caution is given, and the warning is sounded. If the prophet doesn’t 
warn them then the blood is on their hands. Disaster is coming unless they repent. No one 
can choose for the people. No one can take on the punishment for the people. People 
think that it can, but it can’t. Someone cannot take the sin of the group, it’s not possible.  
-Jer 31: 29 In those days they shall no longer say: "'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children's teeth are set on edge.' 30 But everyone shall die for his own iniquity. 
Each man who eats sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge.  
-This teaching is found in Ezekiel as well. The point being is that each person will die for 
his own sin.  
-Jer 31: 31 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I 
made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the 
LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each 
one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." 
-Many people in our culture think that the new covenant with someone taking other 
people’s sin. Here the new covenant is presented right after it says that can’t happen. 
Remember that the goal of the new covenant is that God desires to forgive their iniquity 
and remember their sin no more. How is that brought about? In last week’s class I 
showed you that the goal of Jeremiah’s scroll (Jeremiah 36) says perhaps I’m going to 
give you these warnings of dire things that are coming. If you say this to them, perhaps 
they’ll repent and then I’ll be able to forgive their sin and their iniquity I’ll remember no 
more. Someone questioned the word able. Some have said, I think God is able to do 
anything. God put in scripture that his forgiveness is contingent upon repentance. God 
can and will forgive sin, but he says he only will forgive sin when the people repent.   



-Remember the goal of Jeremiah’s scroll is the hope that they will repent, and God will 
forgive their sin and iniquity. This goes back to Moses’s request in Exodus 34.  
-Exo 34: 9 And he said, "If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the 
Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our 
sin, and take us for your inheritance." 
-Jeremiah has to warn the people. Don’t fear them or sugar coat the message, you’re 
going to go where I tell you to go and you’re going to tell them what I tell you to say, 
don’t be afraid. Destruction is imminent if they don’t repent, that’s the message. A priest 
from Anathoth is the one that’s going to bring the message. According to Kings and 
Chronicles about the message coming out from the administration everything is great. 
Jeremiah, Zephaniah, and God all tell a different story. People present the argument the 
way it makes their administration look great and we see that in Kings and Chronicles.  
-Jeremiah’s first two visions in Jeremiah 1 underscore the urgency of his mission. What 
do you see Jeremiah? I see an almond branch. That’s right because I’m going to hasten 
my word to perform it. An almond tree is called the hastening fruit and is one of the first 
things to show up in the spring. Here’s another reason that perhaps that the almond 
branch is shown to Jeremiah at the beginning of his prophetic ministry. Back in Numbers 
17 we have which branch budded and it was an almond and it belonged to the Levites. Is 
this God saying to Jeremiah, a priest from Anathoth, that it is your house that I will use to 
give the best chance that the people will repent? A priest of Anathoth, Hezekiah is his 
father who finds the scroll. He’s shown an almond tree. The dire prediction of the coming 
destruction is shown to him in his second vision. It’s a pot that’s tilted from the north, 
indicating that destruction is coming. It’s coming soon and it’s coming surely.  
-Destruction is coming. The word coming out of the palace is that everything is going 
well. The word coming out of God’s mouth into Jeremiah’s is that things are not well at 
all. Enemies are coming to surround Jerusalem, a place filled with wicked idolaters. 
People who have forsaken God. Then Jeremiah is told to prepare himself for what’s to 
come.  
-Jer 1: 17 But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that I 
command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest I dismay you before them. 18 And I, 
behold, I make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the 
whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people of the land. 
19 They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you, 
declares the LORD, to deliver you."  
-Jeremiah get ready because what’s coming is going to be hard. The people who will 
fight against you are the kings, the priests, the officials, and the people of the land. Your 
people are going to fight against you and Jeremiah has to get ready. Join me next week 
and we’ll see how ready Jeremiah is.  
 
Shabbat Shalom 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
 
DECEMBER 31, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion VaYigash: “And He Approached” (Genesis 44:18 – 47:27) 
Judah steps forward; Joseph identifies himself and conciliates his brothers; Pharaoh joins 



in the welcome; Joseph dispenses gifts and sends his brothers off; Jacob receives the 
news; Jacob undertakes journey to Joseph; The hidden miracle of Jochebed’s birth; The 
grand total of seventy descendants; Jacob arrives in Egypt; Joseph ensures his family’s 
settlement in Goshen; Jacob and Pharaoh meet; Joseph and the famine. “Shavua Tov" and 
Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
Two House Reunification Hebrew Nation Radio Interview (Hanoch Young, Ken Rank 
discuss how to expedite Two House Reunification. They review the successes and 
failures of their United 2 Restore FaceBook page used to promote the reunification of the 
house of Judah and the house of Israel. We need a repeat of Exodus 36:1-7, where the 
children of Israel brought more than enough resources and expertise to create the 
Mikdash, in order to recreate a United Israel. What is it that YHVH wants us to do with 
our whole heart? What is this great work at the close of the age? The restoration of the 
Kingdom: (Acts 1:6)! So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?") 
April 4, 2014 – Hebrew Nation Radio Interview; Two House Reunification – Hanoch 
Young & Ken Rank  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bioK30rXug  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – March 17 - 28, 2023, Experience the Holy Land on a Level 
that Most Tours Miss; https://blossomingrose.org/2023-walking-the-ancient-paths/  
-80th Annual UIWU Conference, Charlotte, NC: April 21-23, 2023 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/conference/  
-Tanakh Tours – Egypt / Jordan, October 31 – November 12, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-egypt-jordan-tour/ & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwVIZvqHq-I  
-Tanakh Tours – Israel, November 12 – November 19, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-James Tabor Blog: https://jamestabor.com/  
-James Tabor Videos Channel Trailer: Posted November 4, 2022. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9GVG2m18JQ  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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