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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center South in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning.  
-Jer 1:1 “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah of the priests who were in Anathoth in 
the land of Benjamin.” This so begins the Hebrew bibles Book of Jeremiah and so begins 
our journey into a new and informative study on “The World and Words of the Prophet 
Jeremiah”. Unlike any other book among the Prophets there is nothing that is more of a 
seed bed for the immerging biblical faiths, post the biblical period as both Judaism and 
Christianity draw heavily upon the book and words attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.  
-Throughout this study I’ll show a connectedness between Deuteronomy and Jeremiah by 
carefully analyzing the contents of the Book of Jeremiah with two main focuses. We’ll 
focus heavily on the text of Jeremiah in accordance with the context of the book. I also 
want to put you inside the text of the prophet Jeremiah in the ancient world in which he 
lived by imagining the scenery around us and seeing how the people, characters, and 
personalities come to life in front of your very eyes. We’ll do everything we can to put 
you back to the 6th century BCE and work through the story as it unfolds.  
-In this study we’ll also draw on sources other than the Hebrew texts of the Masoretic 
bible such as found in the Septuagint, the Greek version and on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
drawing attention to the differences between them regarding the same material, The Book 
of Jeremiah. As I research and prepare for these classes, I’ll also be looking at the 
original languages and consulting them to help make my intended point. We’ll also learn 
quite a bit from archaeological discoveries as well.  
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-The order and arrangement of the material of these classes depends upon how I feel led 
to go with the class and that’s developed as I prepare the material. Sometimes I’ll follow 
a chronological order and at other times I’ll prepare a class or classes on a more topical 
overview and take a subject and do our horizontal study method. I intend to take a word, 
a verse, a paragraph, a chapter, or a section of text and build around it the ancient biblical 
context so that I can put you in the story. I’ll be building a running commentary on the 
life and times of Jeremiah as we work through the book attributed to him.  
-It’s interesting that large sections of this book are presented as the actual words of 
Jeremiah. Based on things we’ve learned about authorship; we’ve recognized other hands 
in these texts, the hands of editors, redactors, or scribes. When it comes to Jeremiah, not 
only do we know a scribe that worked for Jeremiah by the name of Baruch ben Neriah. 
We also get an indication as to parts of the book that he himself wrote and not Jeremiah.  
-Much of the book introduces oracles of Jeremiah which seem to be written or could be 
written by Jeremiah’s own hand. Many of these examples written by the hand of 
Jeremiah are written in the first person. This does not prove that Jeremiah wrote it just 
because a text is in the first person, but it gets us as close as we can at arriving at that 
possible conclusion. When we read where Jeremiah says, “and the word of the LORD 
was to me”, we’re going to believe this represents a form of Jeremiah’s original oracle. 
Get ready to follow and trust the text to get us as close as we can to the historical, 
authentic message of Jeremiah of Anathoth, and help us to be “Honest to Jeremiah”. 
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Welcome to the World and Words of the Prophet Jeremiah. Last week we had our 
introductory class and we talked about the fact that Jeremiah and his father Hilkiah are 
priests from Anathoth. https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/jeremiah-of-anathoth-
class-one/  
-While preparing for this class today, one of the first things I started with was The Birth 
of Jeremiah. If we’re going to talk about Jeremiah, we know where he’s from and who 
his father is and that he comes from Anathoth. There’s an interesting passage in Jeremiah 
20: 14-18 which comes in the form of a lament. Jeremiah is so well known for the 
laments that he puts forward in the book attributed to him that there’s a literary devise 
known as a Jeremiad and Jeremiah 20: 14-18 is one of those, it’s a lament. Here, 
Jeremiah is talking about his birth, and he says that when the news came to his father that 
a boy child had been born it brought his father great joy. In the context Jeremiah is 
saying, I wish that news had never come. He wished that he had never even been born. 
His life was such a tragedy. He has one of the most difficult times in history to be 
commissioned as a prophet and has to bring in the worst news ever. It’s not so dissimilar 
to other prophets. Jeremiah has to oversee the total destruction of Israel, of Jerusalem, 
and of his people. He watches all of it, literally go up in smoke. I want to take you back 
even further than the birth of Jeremiah. When that first word comes to Jeremiah in 
Chapter 1, we learn according to this passage that Jeremiah and his role, the mission of 
Jeremiah and the person of Jeremiah according to the first word of YHVH that comes to 
him as God puts it, selected even before he was born.  
-Jer 1: 4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated you; I appointed you A 
Prophet to the Nations." 
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-The language of Jeremiah’s selection not only reminds me and connects the person of 
Jeremiah to the prophet Moses, but it also connects Jeremiah to what Isaiah refers to as 
the servant. Whenever we talk about before birth it’s a little bit broad. How long before 
Jeremiah is born does God select Jeremiah? How long is it from this selection until the 
plan comes to fruition? Do we know a date for when Jeremiah is called to be a prophet? 
Do we know a date when the word of the LORD first comes to Jeremiah? When does 
Jeremiah of Anathoth assume the duty of prophet to the nations?  
-Jer 1: 1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also 
in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and until the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month.  
-Again, this is a narrator telling us what’s to follow. It gives us a historical context and 
puts a date on this and gives us a time frame in which “prophet to the nations”, Jeremiah 
of Anathoth is functioning in that capacity. Josiah was king thirteen years when the word 
of YHVH comes to Jeremiah and he functions as a prophet from that point through the 
days of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the removal of Jerusalem. The prophetic 
career of Jeremiah working as a prophet is forty years; 627/626 BCE to 587/586 BCE.  
-Going back about 300 years to 928 BCE, at the death of King Solomon the son of David, 
when he dies there is A Division in the Kingdom that takes place and Solomon’s son 
Rehoboam assumes the Davidic dynasty, he becomes the king. (1 Kings 11) Ultimately 
you have Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, the son of David becoming the ruler of the 
monarchy in Judah. Another man, an Ephraimite by the name of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat becomes over the Northern Tribes. In 1 Kings 12:25+ we read about a major 
wrong turn that the Northern Tribes begin to do. Jeroboam sets up idolatrous sites of 
worship at Dan in the north and in Bethel. Jeroboam’s Idolatry.  
-1Kin 12: 32 And Jeroboam appointed a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month 
like the feast that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did in Bethel, 
sacrificing to the calves that he made. And he placed in Bethel the priests of the high 
places that he had made. 33 He went up to the altar that he had made in Bethel on the 
fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month that he had devised from his own heart. 
And he instituted a feast for the people of Israel and went up to the altar to make 
offerings.  
-Josiah the Great Davidic Ruler is Predicted by Name.  
-1Kin 13: 1 And behold, a man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to 
Bethel. Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make offerings. 2 And the man cried 
against the altar by the word of the LORD and said, "O altar, altar, thus says the LORD: 
'Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name, and he shall sacrifice 
on you the priests of the high places who make offerings on you, and human bones shall 
be burned on you.'" 3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is the sign that the 
LORD has spoken: 'Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes that are on it shall 
be poured out.'" 4 And when the king heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried 
against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, "Seize 



him." And his hand, which he stretched out against him, dried up, so that he could not 
draw it back to himself.  
-Here, there’s a prediction that a son of David will be born, and this son of David will 
destroy these idolatrous places. The idea is that 300 years before Josiah’s birth there is a 
prediction. Despite what other people think about this coming great Davidic ruler, there’s 
only one redemptive figure from the line of David who was predicted by name, Josiah.  
-Moving forward in time, at the death of Manasseh, the king of Judah, roughly 642 BCE, 
his 22-year-old son by the name of Amon assumed the throne. (2 Kings 21: 19-26; 2 
Chronicles 33: 21-25) Amon, like his father Manasseh did what was evil in YHVH eyes. 
The Death of Manasseh and Amon. 
-2 Kin 21: 20 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as Manasseh his father 
had done. 21 He walked in all the way in which his father walked and served the idols 
that his father served and worshiped them. 22 He abandoned the LORD, the God of his 
fathers, and did not walk in the way of the LORD.  
-2Chr 33: 22 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as Manasseh his father 
had done. Amon sacrificed to all the images that Manasseh his father had made, and 
served them. 23 And he did not humble himself before the LORD, as Manasseh his father 
had humbled himself, but this Amon incurred guilt more and more.  
-Chronicles tells us that at the end, Manasseh humbled himself and turned himself to 
God. The writer of Kings doesn’t tell us anything about this bedside repentance of 
Manasseh. In 2 Kings 21:23 and 2 Chronicles 33:24 it tells us that Amon’s servants 
conspired against him and killed him. They assassinate Amon in his house. The people of 
the land who had conspired against Amon where then killed by other people of the land. 
I’m going into all of this because it sets the stage for something very important. When 
Amon is killed, he only ruled a short time, his son Josiah is next in line for the monarchy 
around 640 BCE. Josiah Becomes King at eight years old and his story is told in 2 Kings 
22-23 and 2 Chronicles 34-35. The writer of Kings gives us a little bit more detail. It 
comes across to me that the writer of Kings is somewhat more intimate and knows details 
that the writer of Chronicles doesn’t know. I believe Kings represents an earlier stratum, 
particularly here. The writer of Kings tells us that Josiah’s mothers name was Jedidah, the 
daughter of Adaiah of Boscath, a town in the Kingdom of Judah. Jedidah was married to 
Amon who was assassinated by conspirators.  
-Jer 15: 39 Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon, 
-2Kin 22: 1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one 
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. 2 
And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the way of David 
his father, and he did not turn aside to the right or to the left.  
-The writers of Kings and Chronicles tell us that Josiah was eight years old when he 
became king and that he did what was right in YHVH eyes and that he walked in the 
ways of David and didn’t turn to the right or to the left. Rarely do biblical writers have an 
opportunity to talk about a monarch in this way. Hezekiah is an example, there are a few 
godly kings. We are dealing with one king according to Deuteronomy that suggests that 
Josiah is the most righteous of all the kings, more righteous than David and Hezekiah. 
Sometime the writer of Chronicles and the writer of Kings give different stories, but they 
represent the viewpoint of the writer.  



-2Chr 34: 3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek 
the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and 
Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved and the metal images.  
-In Kings, Josiah doesn’t seek the God of his father until the scroll is found in the 18th 
year of his reign. Josiah Seeks the God of David His Father. In Chronicles, in the eighth 
year of his reign, this sixteen-year-old boy begins to feel this draw to the God of his 
father, about 632 BCE. Four years later, the 12th year of his reign, he’s twenty years old 
now, and he begins to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the 
graven and molten images. The writer of Chronicles is telling us that what we’re 
beginning to see is the fulfillment of what was predicted in 1 Kings 13 over three hundred 
years earlier. Josiah’s Religious Reform. 
-1Kin 13: 2 "O altar, altar, thus says the LORD: 'Behold, a son shall be born to the house 
of David, Josiah by name, and he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who 
make offerings on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.'" 
-2Chr 34: 3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek 
the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and 
Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved and the metal images.  
-Here, Josiah is introduced and what’s he beginning to do? He’s beginning to launch a 
religious reform that’s been four years in the making. Josiah’s Six Year Gap. It started in 
his eighth year and by the time he gets to his twelfth year he’s had four years of seeking 
God and he begins to launch a religious reform. Then we have a six-year gap. In the 
eighth year of his reign, he seeks God, in the twelfth year of his reign he begins to bash 
down idols, then they leave me on the edge of my seat for six years. After the twelfth 
year of his reign, we don’t hear anything for six years. 
-2Kin 22: 3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan the son of 
Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the LORD, saying,  
-2Chr 34: 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and 
the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God.  
-Both of these verses pick up with, in the eighteenth year of his reign, but here in this six-
year gap is a vital part of the story. It’s not like we don’t have a source from which we 
can derive the events from this six-year gap. You’ll be surprised with how much we have 
to help fill in the missing years. Only Chronicles gives us the clue that’s going to turn this 
lock and open up our understanding. In the twelfth year of Josiah, he’s 20 years old, the 
year is 628 BCE and a purge of evil’s been initiated, do we have any other indicators as 
to what might go on in the missing years? I started the class off with it, in the thirteenth 
year of Josiah’s reign a priest from Anathoth gets a word of YHVH and Jeremiah 
happens to be right in the middle of that gap. He hears the word of YHVH for the first 
time the year after we left off with Josiah’s history in Kings and Chronicles. The Word of 
YHVH Comes to Jeremiah. 
-Jer 1: 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, 
king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.  
-Five years before Jeremiah heard the word of YHVH, Josiah was sixteen and he had 
begun to seek the God of David his father and just one year before Jeremiah heard the 
word of YHVH, a 20-year-old Josiah began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high 
places, the Asherim, and the graven and molten images. All of these actions set the stage 



for the entry into the world of the greatest prophet that ever walked the planet. Now lets 
jump 23 years ahead.  
-Jer 25: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people 
of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 3 "For twenty-three years, from the 
thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, to this day, the word of the 
LORD has come to me, and I have spoken persistently to you, but you have not listened.  
-The year of this word in Jeremiah 25:1-3, he’s confirming the first occurrence of the 
word of YHVH coming to him as the thirteenth year of Josiah. Now we are in 605 BCE 
where it’s four years after the death of Josiah and it’s the first year of a King of Babylon 
by the name of Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah is talking to the people saying, I’ve been 
speaking to you the word of YHVH for twenty-three years and you won’t listen. Jeremiah 
25 is the chapter which is the seed bed for Daniels great prophecy of 70 weeks.  
-Jer 25: 11 This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years. 12 Then after seventy years are completed, I will 
punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, 
declares the LORD, making the land an everlasting waste.  
-Predicting the Fall of Babylon. Understand that in Jeremiah 25 he is predicting the 
downfall of Babylon, but he’s saying it in the first year of nebuchadnezzar’s reign.  
-Dan 9: 1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was 
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans-- 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the LORD to 
Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, 
seventy years.  
-Understand that when Jeremiah says in Chapter 25, that Babylon will be destroyed he’s 
talking from the first year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign and from the fourth year of king 
Jehoiakim. (Jeremiah 25 and 36 go together in the same year) Understand that The Book 
of Jeremiah is Not Chronological. If you read Jeremiah 1 – 52 you’re not going to get the 
right picture in your mind. It’s mixed and chronologically we’ve got to sort that out. We 
have to read carefully and understand the historical significance and where these other 
books play in.  
-Jer 36: 1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came 
to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have 
spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, 
from the days of Josiah until today.  
-Take a Scroll and Write on It. Understand that the year that Jeremiah is told by YHVH 
to write his scroll has just been given to you, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim. I can tell 
you, according to the text, when the Book of Jeremiah was written to the year. I can tell 
you who was king. I can give you a lot of information and that’s why we’re going to 
Chapter 36 today. It has been 23 years of the word of YHVH coming to Jeremiah before 
he puts pen to paper to put together his scroll. Ross’s translation, “Take for yourself a roll 
of scroll and you shall write upon it all the words that I spoke to you concerning Israel 
and concerning Judah and concerning all the nations from the day I spoke to you, from 
the days of Josiah and unto this day.” Now we are looking at the first version, the 
authorized version of Jeremiah, Edition 1 is written in the fourth year of Jehoiakim. We 



are talking about the original Book of Jeremiah here. It had everything that started with 
the days of Josiah, through the days of Jehoiakim to the fourth year.  
-The original book of Jeremiah didn’t have the fifth year of King Jehoiakim until the 
carrying away into Babylon. He wrote it at that time. What else do we know about The 
Original Jeremiah Scroll?  
-Jer 36: 3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to 
them, so that every one may turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity 
and their sin." 4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a 
scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD that he had spoken to him. 5 
And Jeremiah ordered Baruch, saying, "I am banned from going to the house of the 
LORD, 6 so you are to go, and on a day of fasting in the hearing of all the people in the 
LORD's house you shall read the words of the LORD from the scroll that you have 
written at my dictation. You shall read them also in the hearing of all the men of Judah 
who come out of their cities. 7 It may be that their plea for mercy will come before the 
LORD, and that every one will turn from his evil way, for great is the anger and wrath 
that the LORD has pronounced against this people." 8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did 
all that Jeremiah the prophet ordered him about reading from the scroll the words of the 
LORD in the LORD's house. 9 In the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, in the ninth month, all the people in Jerusalem and all the people who came from 
the cities of Judah to Jerusalem proclaimed a fast before the LORD. 10 Then, in the 
hearing of all the people, Baruch read the words of Jeremiah from the scroll, in the house 
of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the secretary, which was in 
the upper court, at the entry of the New Gate of the LORD's house. 
-The original Jeremiah scroll was written in 605/604 BCE, it’s written by Baruch the son 
of Neriah, and was composed 23 years after the word of YHVH first came to Jeremiah, 
covering everything from when YHVH first spoke to Jeremiah up through the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim. My question is, what happened to that scroll? Do you think you have it?  
-Jer 36: 11 When Micaiah the son of Gemariah, son of Shaphan, heard all the words of 
the LORD from the scroll, 12 he went down to the king's house, into the secretary's 
chamber, and all the officials were sitting there: Elishama the secretary, Delaiah the son 
of Shemaiah, Elnathan the son of Achbor, Gemariah the son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the 
son of Hananiah, and all the officials. 13 And Micaiah told them all the words that he had 
heard, when Baruch read the scroll in the hearing of the people. 14 Then all the officials 
sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, son of Shelemiah, son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, "Take 
in your hand the scroll that you read in the hearing of the people, and come." So Baruch 
the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and came to them. 15 And they said to him, 
"Sit down and read it." So Baruch read it to them. 16 When they heard all the words, they 
turned one to another in fear. And they said to Baruch, "We must report all these words to 
the king." 17 Then they asked Baruch, "Tell us, please, how did you write all these 
words? Was it at his dictation?" 18 Baruch answered them, "He dictated all these words 
to me, while I wrote them with ink on the scroll." 19 Then the officials said to Baruch, 
"Go and hide, you and Jeremiah, and let no one know where you are." 20 So they went 
into the court to the king, having put the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the secretary, 
and they reported all the words to the king. 21 Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, 
and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the secretary. And Jehudi read it to the king 
and all the officials who stood beside the king. (Jehoiakim Burns the Scroll) B22 It was 



the ninth month, and the king was sitting in the winter house, and there was a fire burning 
in the fire pot before him. 23 As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king would cut 
them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the fire pot, until the entire scroll 
was consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot. 24 Yet neither the king nor any of his 
servants who heard all these words was afraid, nor did they tear their garments. 25 Even 
when Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would 
not listen to them. 26 And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king's son and Seraiah the 
son of Azriel and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the secretary and 
Jeremiah the prophet, but the LORD hid them. 
-The original scroll of Jeremiah was destroyed. It was consumed in the fire by the King 
of Judah by the name of Jehoiakim and then if the sin was not grave enough Jehoiakim 
said, go get those guys. Baruch and Jeremiah are on the run and are in hiding. Take 
Another Scroll and Write on It. 
-Jer 36: 27 Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words that Baruch wrote at 
Jeremiah's dictation, the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 28 "Take another scroll 
and write on it all the former words that were in the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king 
of Judah has burned. 29 And concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, 'Thus 
says the LORD, You have burned this scroll, saying, "Why have you written in it that the 
king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and will cut off from it man 
and beast?" 30 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: He 
shall have none to sit on the throne of David, and his dead body shall be cast out to the 
heat by day and the frost by night. 31 And I will punish him and his offspring and his 
servants for their iniquity. I will bring upon them and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and upon the people of Judah all the disaster that I have pronounced against them, but 
they would not hear.'"  
-Part of what set the king off is revealed. There was something in that original scroll that 
really got him. Jeremiah wrote that the king of Babylon was going to destroy that place 
and that set the king off.  
-Jer 36: 32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of 
Neriah, who wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the scroll that 
Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to 
them.  
-Here is what the revised edition was. Jeremiah version two is described in Jeremiah 
36:32. The newly revised edition consisted of all the previous works, the words that 
Jehoiakim burned and again were added unto them many words like these. Version two 
had more of a punch. Version two was also produced by Baruch, the son of Neriah, at the 
dictation of Jeremiah. It had everything that was destroyed before, and many similar 
words were added to it.   
-Now, we have to attempt, based on our present Book of Jeremiah, to search and find 
traces of the original Book of Jeremiah. Unlike any other book of the Bible, we can 
reconstruct by deconstructing, we can reconstruct what that authentic book looked like. If 
we read it, we can discern the earliest strata, but we have to try to put things in 
chronological order. We do that by looking at the days of Josiah, recognizing that that 
material is probably not going to change between the authorized original version of 
Jeremiah and version two. Why? Because Josiah is dead. He’s not going to go back, most 



likely, and rewrite the parts that dealt with the time of Josiah because that period is over. 
It should be the same in version one and version two.  
-Next, our study will go into the world of Josiah and show you nineteen years that we 
really have to focus on. All of that is going to represent part of the original Jeremiah and 
the nineteen years. Then we’ll get into the time of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah leading up to 
the destruction. First, we have to focus on the nineteen-year period from the date of 
Jeremiah’s call and the first hearing of the words of YHVH until the death of Josiah. 
What does the bible say about these nineteen years? If we can fill in this nineteen-year 
gap then we are well on our way to reconstructing the authentic earliest strata of the 
prophet Jeremiah. God willing we’ll be entering the world of Josiah next week. Don’t 
miss Class 3 of the prophet Jeremiah. Join us next week.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
 
DECEMBER 3, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion VaYetzay: “And He Left” (Genesis 28:10 -32:3) Jacob’s 
flight; Jacob’s dream at Moriah; Jacob meets Rachel; Jacob contracts to marry and is 
deceived; Laban substitutes Leah for Rachel; Jacob marries Leah and Rachel; Jacob’s 
children; Leah bears four sons; Rachel is fulfilled through Bilhah; The dudaim; Leah’s 
last three children; Rachel conceives the birth of Joseph; Jacob wishes to leave but 
concludes an employment contract with Laban; Laban’s new deceit; Jacob’s prosperity; 
The decision to flee from Laban; Jacob wins the consent of his wives; Jacob flees from 
Laban; Laban’s pursuit and God’s warning; The confrontation of Jacob and Laban; Laban 
proposes a treaty. “Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – March 17 - 28, 2023, Experience the Holy Land on a Level 
that Most Tours Miss; https://blossomingrose.org/2023-walking-the-ancient-paths/  
-80th Annual UIWU Conference, Charlotte, NC: April 21-23, 2023 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/conference/  
-Tanakh Tours – Egypt / Jordan, October 31 – November 12, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-egypt-jordan-tour/  
-Tanakh Tours – Israel, November 12 – November 19, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-James Tabor Blog: https://jamestabor.com/  
-James Tabor Videos Channel Trailer: Posted November 4, 2022. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9GVG2m18JQ  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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