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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center South in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning.  
-Jer 1:1 “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah of the priests who were in Anathoth in 
the land of Benjamin.” This so begins the Hebrew bibles Book of Jeremiah and so begins 
our journey into a new and informative study on “The World and Words of Jeremiah the 
Prophet”. Unlike any other book among the Prophets there is nothing that is more of a 
seed bed for the immerging biblical faiths, post the biblical period as both Judaism and 
Christianity draw heavily upon the book and words attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.  
-Throughout this study I’ll show a connectedness between Deuteronomy and Jeremiah by 
carefully analyzing the contents of the Book of Jeremiah with two main focuses. We’ll 
focus heavily on the text of Jeremiah in accordance with the context of the book. I also 
want to put you inside the text of the prophet Jeremiah in the ancient world in which he 
lived by imagining the scenery around us and seeing how the people, characters, and 
personalities come to life in front of your very eyes. We’ll do everything we can to put 
you back to the 6th century BCE and work through the story as it unfolds.  
-In this study we’ll also draw on sources other than the Hebrew texts of the Masoretic 
bible such as found in the Septuagint, the Greek version and on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
drawing attention to the differences between them regarding the same material, The Book 
of Jeremiah. As I research and prepare for these classes, I’ll also be looking at the 
original languages and consulting them to help make my intended point. We’ll also learn 
quite a bit from archaeological discoveries as well.  
-The order and arrangement of the material of these classes depends upon how I feel led 
to go with the class and that’s developed as I prepare the material. Sometimes I’ll follow 
a chronological order and at other times I’ll prepare a class or classes on a more topical 
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overview and take a subject and do our horizontal study method. I intend to take a word, 
a verse, a paragraph, a chapter, or a section of text and build around it the ancient biblical 
context so that I can put you in the story. I’ll be building a running commentary on the 
life and times of Jeremiah as we work through the book attributed to him.  
-It’s interesting that large sections of this book are presented as the actual words of 
Jeremiah. Based on things we’ve learned about authorship; we’ve recognized other hands 
in these texts, the hands of editors, redactors, or scribes. When it comes to Jeremiah, not 
only do we know a scribe that worked for Jeremiah by the name of Baruch ben Neriah. 
We also get an indication as to parts of the book that he himself wrote and not Jeremiah.  
-Much of the book introduces oracles of Jeremiah which seem to be written or could be 
written by Jeremiah’s own hand. Many of these examples written by the hand of 
Jeremiah are written in the first person. This does not prove that Jeremiah wrote it just 
because a text is in the first person, but it gets us as close as we can at arriving at that 
possible conclusion. When we read where Jeremiah says, “and the word of the LORD 
was to me”, we’re going to believe this represents a form of Jeremiah’s original oracle. 
Get ready to follow and trust the text to get us as close as we can to the historical, 
authentic message of Jeremiah of Anathoth, and help us to be “Honest to Jeremiah”. 
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Jer 1: 4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations." 6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to 
speak, for I am only a youth." 7 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a 
youth'; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you 
shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the 
LORD." 9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said 
to me, "Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have set you this day over 
nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant." 
-Here we get the initial word of YHVH that came to Jeremiah in the days of Josiah. Like 
the Davidic King Josiah, at the same time Jeremiah the Levite, a priest from Anathoth. 
Preselected Before Birth. Like Jeremiah, Josiah’s mission was selected before he was 
born as predicted in 1 Kings 13. Here we get the same thing with this priest from 
Anathoth. This priesthood to which Jeremiah belongs, this branch of the Levites was 
banished and marginalized as descended from Abiathar. When Solomon assumed the 
throne, Abiathar sided with the wrong king and ultimately Solomon banished that house 
to Anathoth, a Levitical city. Both of these preselected, the Davidic and the Levitical, 
both of these are very young. When the word of YHVH first comes to Jeremiah, Josiah is 
21-years old.  
-Similarities Between Jeremiah and Moses. When Jeremiah is called, we get the 
impression that he too is very young because the text tells us so. Jeremiah says he doesn’t 
know how to speak because he’s young. God tells him, don’t say that you’re going to go 
wherever I tell you and you’re going to say what I tell you to say. Don’t give excuses for 
why you can’t do this. Here we see from the outset a very interesting connection between 
Jeremiah and Moses. (Exodus 4) There is a similarity in the reluctance to assume the role 
among others we’ll note as we go throughout the text. We’ll be able to see a 



connectedness between the prophetic career of Moses and the prophetic career of 
Jeremiah. I will put forth in this study that Jeremiah fits the role of the prophet like Moses 
as noted in Deuteronomy 18. Jeremiah’s Mission. When Jeremiah is given his mission, 
I’ve appointed you over the nations and over the kingdoms, he’s told to uproot and 
breakdown, to destroy and overthrow. Then the final word is to build and to plant.  
-Welcome to Class 5 on The World and Words of the Prophet Jeremiah. We are talking 
about the earliest days of the career of Jeremiah as a prophet.  
-2Chr 34: 3 For in the eighth year of his reign (16-years old), while he was yet a boy, he 
began to seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year (20-years old) he began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved and the 
metal images.  
-It goes on to describe various reformative acts that take place in this twelfth year. This is 
one of the predictions from 1 Kings 13.  
-2Chr 34: 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and 
the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 
-Filling In the Six Year Gap. Going from the twelfth year to the eighteenth year we have 
this six-year gap. In Jeremiah 1 we get information about the thirteenth year of Josiah’s 
reign.  
-Jer 1: 1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also 
in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and until the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month. 4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,  
-This is during the intervening years between the reformative actions of Josiah according 
to Chronicles. Kings doesn’t have all of this information about the eighth year of his 
reign or the twelfth year of his reign. In Chronicles we get this six-year gap as far as the 
official records go, but Jeremiah will fill some of this in for us. One year after when the 
purge begins in Jerusalem the word of the LORD comes to Jeremiah. We know because 
of the text that Jeremiah is not in order chronologically. We have to read carefully where 
the writer gives us clues as to indications of timing. Calling the Prophets.  
-Jer 1: 9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to 
me, "Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
-Deu 18: 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  
-We get example of this in Isaiah 6 which is the call of Isaiah where the cherubim touch 
his mouth. A similar calling is found in Ezekiel where it’s also through the mouth. I want 
to focus on the word of the LORD came to me. “The Word of the LORD Was to Me”. 
This phrase is found 9 times in the Book of Jeremiah. This exact phrase only occurs in 
two other prophets. In the Book of Ezekiel this phrase occurs 41 times. In the Book of 
Zechariah this phrase appears 2 times. Notice that these three prophets, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Zechariah, are late in the biblical period. In the earlier prophets like Isaiah, 
this phrase never occurs. Similar language occurs in quite a few of the prophets.  
-There are other references to “the word of the LORD” in the Book of Jeremiah, 68 
times. It seems to be another writer other than Jeremiah, 23 times. Saying something like, 



the word of the LORD was unto Jeremiah, or the word of the LORD was unto him 
saying. These 23 times are from a third person, an outside narrator. In addition, 34 times 
generically speak of, the word of the LORD. Hear the word of the LORD O nations or 
listen to the word of the LORD you kings of Judah. These are still connected to the text 
which suggest that these are divine words that came to and through Jeremiah. I’m just 
classifying this separately from the first-person narration I mentioned earlier. There are 
also several first-person accounts that are worded slightly differently.  
-We can show as presented that Jeremiah is speaking the word of YHVH to the people of 
his day. What was the word of YHVH to the people? From the beginning of Jeremiah’s 
prophetic career to the end, Was the Word of YHVH to the People Heeded? You’ll be 
surprised. My focus throughout this study will be foremost to discern what is presented as 
the word of YHVH through and to Jeremiah as reported by Jeremiah and other writers 
within the text of Jeremiah. At times I want to distinguish the word of the LORD to the 
nations, to the kings and in each of these categories. In Jeremiah 1:2 the word of YHVH 
first comes to Jeremiah in 627 BCE, in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah.  
-Jer 25: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people 
of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem:  
-Here we have a lead into what is reportedly the word of YHVH to and through Jeremiah 
and it gives us the context.  
-Jer 25: 3 "For twenty-three years, from the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, 
king of Judah, to this day, the word of the LORD has come to me, and I have spoken 
persistently to you, but you have not listened. 4 You have neither listened nor inclined 
your ears to hear, although the LORD persistently sent to you all his servants the 
prophets, 5 saying, 'Turn now, every one of you, from his evil way and evil deeds, and 
dwell upon the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers from of old and 
forever. 6 Do not go after other gods to serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger 
with the work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm.' 7 Yet you have not listened to 
me, declares the LORD, that you might provoke me to anger with the work of your hands 
to your own harm.  
-The People Did Not Listen. If we accept Jeremiah’s testimony, this would be 605 BCE, 
the word has come to him persistently. In Hebrew, this word for persistently means to 
rise early. What he’s saying of the word to him but the word to these other prophets is not 
persistently, it’s means it’s coming to these prophets early and then over and over again. 
No matter what, they, the people are not listening. Literally this means, I spoke to you, 
rising early, but you have not listened. Twenty-three years, from the thirteenth year of 
Josiah’s reign to up through the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Jeremiah is now reporting that I 
spoke the word of the LORD to you, getting up early and you didn’t listen.  
-The entire duration of Josiah’s reign fits into those twenty-three years and in fact takes 
up nineteen of those years. Five years after Jeremiah begins to prophesy, rising early and 
speaking the word of YHVH to the people of Judah and Jerusalem a great revival takes 
place. The Moses Scroll is Found and Revival Follows. A scroll is discovered, the scroll 
that Moses wrote. The Moses scroll is discovered in the temple five years after Jeremiah 
begins to rise early and proclaim the word of the LORD to Judah and Jerusalem. Not only 
is the Moses scroll found and brought forward and read in the hearing of the people, but 



according to the writer of Kings and Chronicles there’s a great reformation that takes 
place. A revival in the land begins in the eighteenth year of Josiah.  
-Ross read some information from The Synoptic Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and 
Chronicles beginning in 2 Kings 23:3 and 2 Chronicles 34:31. Right after the book of the 
covenant was found, and the king stood, and made a covenant before the LORD to walk 
after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with 
all his heart and all his soul to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this 
scroll. Kings says, and all the people joined in the covenant. Chronicles says that Josiah 
made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin stand to it and did according to 
the covenant of God, the God of their fathers and Josiah took away all of the 
abominations from the territories that belonged to the people of Israel. He made all who 
were in Israel serve YHVH their God, all his days they did not turn away from following 
YHVH the God of their fathers.  
-If you read that you get the impression that all his days include the nineteen years of 
overlap between the call of Jeremiah when the word of the LORD first came to him in the 
thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign, and it was with him all the way through the next 
nineteen years and beyond into the days of Solomon and Jehoiakim etc.  
-I don’t think that’s what Jeremiah thought. The writer of Kings and Chronicles has a 
certain view that they want to present, but Jeremiah who’s hearing directly from the 
LORD, we’ll have to see if that matches up with his assessment of those nineteen years. 
Jeremiah knows of no re-covenanting by the people. If all the people were following the 
covenant, it’s a secret to Jeremiah who doesn’t know anything about this. The Word of 
YHVH To and Through Jeremiah Fell on Deaf Ears. If we accept Jeremiah’s testimony, 
the word of YHVH to and through him, it fell on deaf ears during the entirety of Josiah’s 
reign and beyond. In the same twenty-third year that Jeremiah says this in Jeremiah 25, 
four years after Josiah is dead, Jeremiah also wrote his original Jeremiah Scroll. 
Remember that the king read a little bit, cut sections off and tossed it in the fire. When 
that scroll was written, it’s the same time, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah.  
-Jer 36: 1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came 
to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have 
spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, 
from the days of Josiah until today. 3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the 
disaster that I intend to do to them, so that everyone may turn from his evil way, and that 
I may forgive their iniquity and their sin." 
-Jeremiah and God don’t seem to see the same picture as the writer of Kings and 
Chronicles. They’re looking at different things. Why does God want Jeremiah to write a 
scroll? The Purpose of Jeremiah’s Scroll. What is the purpose of the scroll that Jeremiah 
wrote? Perhaps the house of Judah will listen to all the disasters that I intend to carryout 
against them, turn away from their evil ways, then I will forgive their wrongdoing and 
sin. Ultimately the goal of Jeremiah’s scroll is that the people will hear and turn from 
their bad and God will forgive their wrongdoing and sin. This was intended to bring 
about repentance, not the kind of repentance that’s written about in Kings and Chronicles 
which did not happen. A real turning to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. A real 
embracing of the covenant with there fathers. I will forgive for their iniquity and for their 
sin. I Will Forgive Their Iniquity and Their Sin occurs in one other passage in Jeremiah.  



-Jer 31: 31 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I 
made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the 
LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each 
one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more."  
-Listen and Repent will Bring the New Covenant. What is this going to bring about 
according to Jeremiah 31? Nothing less than the new covenant. This is something that’s 
coming from the word of the LORD which is talking about the prophetic assessment. If 
they listen and repent, then I’m going to bring about a new covenant, not like the 
covenant I made with their fathers, they broke that covenant. Kings and Chronicles leads 
us to believe all is good. Zephaniah, a prophet in the days of Josiah, he doesn’t have 
anything good to say about what’s going on. Jeremiah doesn’t have anything good to say 
about what’s going on. He’s speaking from his heart, and he wants them to be good, but 
that’s not the case. According to Jeremiah and Zephaniah they don’t listen. The iniquity 
and sin remained through the time of Josiah, the most righteous king. Just because he 
turned himself, all his heart and all his soul to the God of his father David, to remove the 
idols from the land, that doesn’t mean that the people did. If they did, Jeremiah had no 
idea about it. The iniquity and sin remained, and it was not forgiven and there was not a 
new covenant.  
-The forgiveness of iniquity and sin mentioned by Jeremiah is actually tied to A Request 
from Moses. The reason for the scroll that Jeremiah was asked to write is also found in 
the new covenant. The purpose of the new covenant is so that God can forgive their 
iniquity and remember their sin no more. Both of these are tied to a request from Moses.  
-Exo 34: 4 So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the 
morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his 
hand two tablets of stone. 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, 
"The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation." 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 9 
And he said, "If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in 
the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and 
take us for your inheritance."  
-Here we get a self-description of God’s character. Moses makes a request to God, please 
pardon / forgive our iniquity and our sin. It’s like Moses’ request is still in the mind of 
God when God tells Jeremiah to write these words in a scroll. Maybe they’ll listen and 
I’ll be able to, at long last, pardon their iniquities and their sins. That is the goal of the 
covenant with Moses, the Ten Words. The goal of the words which were inscribed and 
reached the place in which God through our return he could forgive our iniquities and our 



sin and remember it no more. These three passages use the exact same phrase. We are to 
internalize the Ten Words, live them and keep them and ultimately write them on the 
heart. Yes, there is a new covenant and that what it is, writing the Ten Words on the 
heart. The goal of the scroll that Jeremiah was to write was to lead them to the place 
where a new covenant could be written. Kings and Chronicles said this was done with the 
people in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign. At the writing of the second set of stone 
tablets Moses goes to Sinai / Horeb, to the top, those words are written on stone. In 
Jeremiah’s day he looks forward to a time when it will be written on the heart.  
-The question I have is, Did They Listen – No. Did the people of Judah and Israel hear 
the word of the LORD from Jeremiah that would have led to a covenant that brought 
about the forgiveness of the iniquity and sin. The answer is no. Jeremiah and Zephaniah 
are not districted by what’s going on around them. All that Jeremiah knows is that the 
word of the LORD has been coming to him since the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign. 
He’s rising early and speaking what God tells him and he also knows that the people will 
not and do not listen.  
-Jer 7: 13 And now, because you have done all these things, declares the LORD, and 
when I spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not 
answer,  
-Jer 7: 24 But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and 
the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 25 From the 
day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have persistently sent all 
my servants the prophets to them, day after day. 26 Yet they did not listen to me or 
incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.  
-Jer 11: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Hear the words of this 
covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 3 You shall 
say to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man who does not 
hear the words of this covenant 4 that I commanded your fathers when I brought them out 
of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to my voice, and do all that I 
command you. So shall you be my people, and I will be your God, 5 that I may confirm 
the oath that I swore to your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as 
at this day." Then I answered, "So be it, LORD." 6 And the LORD said to me, "Proclaim 
all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: Hear the words of 
this covenant and do them. 7 For I solemnly warned your fathers when I brought them up 
out of the land of Egypt, warning them persistently, even to this day, saying, Obey my 
voice. 8 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone walked in the 
stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all the words of this 
covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not."  
-The Moses Scroll is Discovered. Cursed is the man who does not hear the words of this 
covenant. What covenant are they talking about. The one that was discovered in the days 
of Josiah in the eighteenth year of his reign by a priest by the name of Hilkiah the priest 
who discovered the long-lost scroll written by Moses. This fits historically into the story 
of the day. I believe he’s telling Jeremiah make the words of this covenant heard in the 
streets. It wasn’t known. It wasn’t read. It wasn’t kept. It wasn’t followed. Now, in the 
days of Jeremiah and Josiah a scroll is discovered that had the covenant in it with the 
curses in it and says, make these words known. Read it to them and tell them to keep 
them. They won’t do it though.  



-Jer 26: 4 You shall say to them, 'Thus says the LORD: If you will not listen to me, to 
walk in my law that I have set before you, 5 and to listen to the words of my servants the 
prophets whom I send to you urgently, though you have not listened, 6 then I will make 
this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse for all the nations of the earth.'"  
-This too is referring to the covenant that he put before them. In the days of Josiah and 
Jeremiah a scroll was discovered. Jeremiah 7 & 26 are the same context. This is The 
Great Temple Sermon. I know that he’s talking about after the discovery of the scroll 
because he says, to walk in my Torah that I have set before you. There’s no excuse, they 
could no longer say they don’t have the Torah that he gave to Moses. It was found in the 
temple in the days of Josiah and Jeremiah is proclaiming the message to the people. He’s 
rising early, but they will not listen.  
-Jeremiah was not distracted by the claims of the officials. People were saying that Josiah 
is the greatest king and he led us in a reformation and there is revival in the land and all 
his days, Josiah kept the word of the LORD. Yes, Josiah is righteous but you’re telling 
me that in the days of Josiah everybody did everything the way God wanted? That’s not 
what he’s (YHVH) telling me (Jeremiah).  
-Jer 29: 19 because they did not pay attention to my words, declares the LORD, that I 
persistently sent to you by my servants the prophets, but you would not listen, declares 
the LORD.'  
-The Did Not Listen. Everything that’s bad that is coming is because he sent prophets that 
he calls my servants, and you didn’t listen. At this time Jeremiah and Zephaniah, true 
prophets, were giving the people warning and they aren’t listening. Huldah the prophetess 
tells the people after the discovery of the scroll and she says yes, destruction is coming. 
She heard the curses of the law that were read in the scroll. Go tell Josiah that he’s going 
to go to his grave in peace and he dies on the battlefield.  
-Jer 32: 26 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 27 "Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for me? 28 Therefore, thus says the LORD: Behold, 
I am giving this city into the hands of the Chaldeans and into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall capture it. 29 The Chaldeans who are 
fighting against this city shall come and set this city on fire and burn it, with the houses 
on whose roofs offerings have been made to Baal and drink offerings have been poured 
out to other gods, to provoke me to anger. 30 For the children of Israel and the children of 
Judah have done nothing but evil in my sight from their youth. The children of Israel 
have done nothing but provoke me to anger by the work of their hands, declares the 
LORD. 31 This city has aroused my anger and wrath, from the day it was built to this 
day, so that I will remove it from my sight 32 because of all the evil of the children of 
Israel and the children of Judah that they did to provoke me to anger--their kings and 
their officials, their priests and their prophets, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 33 They have turned to me their back and not their face. And though I have 
taught them persistently, they have not listened to receive instruction. 
-Jer 35: 14 The command that Jonadab the son of Rechab gave to his sons, to drink no 
wine, has been kept, and they drink none to this day, for they have obeyed their father's 
command. I have spoken to you persistently, but you have not listened to me. 15 I have 
sent to you all my servants the prophets, sending them persistently, saying, 'Turn now 
every one of you from his evil way, and amend your deeds, and do not go after other gods 



to serve them, and then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to you and your fathers.' 
But you did not incline your ear or listen to me.  
-Jer 44: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Judeans who lived in the 
land of Egypt, at Migdol, at Tahpanhes, at Memphis, and in the land of Pathros, 2 "Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: You have seen all the disaster that I brought 
upon Jerusalem and upon all the cities of Judah. Behold, this day they are a desolation, 
and no one dwells in them, 3 because of the evil that they committed, provoking me to 
anger, in that they went to make offerings and serve other gods that they knew not, 
neither they, nor you, nor your fathers. 4 Yet I persistently sent to you all my servants the 
prophets, saying, 'Oh, do not do this abomination that I hate!' 5 But they did not listen or 
incline their ear, to turn from their evil and make no offerings to other gods. 6 Therefore 
my wrath and my anger were poured out and kindled in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem, and they became a waste and a desolation, as at this day. 
-2Chr 36: 11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. He 
did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the 
LORD. 13 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by 
God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD, the God 
of Israel. 14 All the officers of the priests and the people likewise were exceedingly 
unfaithful, following all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house of 
the LORD that he had made holy in Jerusalem. 15 The LORD, the God of their fathers, 
sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people 
and on his dwelling place. 16 But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising 
his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose against his 
people, until there was no remedy.  
-The word of YHVH came to Jeremiah and Zephaniah and other prophets who rose early 
and spoke the things that God told them to say. The goal was that they would repent and 
that there would be a revival in the land and that the people would attach themselves to 
God’s covenant that blessings might come. If they would only but hear and repent, then 
he would heal their land and forgive their iniquities and their sins. They didn’t repent and 
there was no revival, not among the people. Chronicles and Kings says there was, but 
Jeremiah never saw it. He wasn’t districted by the words from the officials. He had one 
voice that he leaned towards and listened for.   
-There wasn’t a revival when a righteous king set on the throne. There was not a revival 
when the temple was restored, and the sacrifices were reinstated. The ark was placed 
back in the temple after it had been removed, probably during the time of Hezekiah. The 
time was ripe for revival and reform was offered. It was not accepted, even when the 
scroll that Moses wrote was found and read before the people, even including the curses 
which would come if they didn’t turn, but they didn’t listen then.  
-Moses requested of God when the covenant was rewritten on two stone tablets that he, 
that God would forgive for their iniquity and their sin. (Exo 34) It’s in the context of 
describing God’s very character which includes the desire God has to lift transgression 
and iniquity and sin. It’s what he desires to do. It’s a vital part of the new covenant in 
Jeremiah 31. The goal of Jeremiah’s new covenant is that the people will listen, repent 
and God will ultimately bring about this new covenant and forgive for their iniquity and 
their sin.  



-Toward the end of Moses’ days, he said the people didn’t have ears to hear. 
(Deuteronomy 29:3) They didn’t listen to Moses. In Jeremiah’s day God says that they’ve 
been rebellious from that day until this. They didn’t listen to Jeremiah, and they didn’t 
listen to the other prophets. God sent them rising early, speaking his word and yet they 
did not listen. From the covenant that was offered through Moses to the new covenant 
that Jeremiah describes, first things first, the people must listen, listen to the word of the 
LORD, but they haven’t listened.  
-I would report that it’s probably not much better today. We want to think just like the 
writers of Kings and Chronicles that people are following the covenant. Look around at 
our world, is this world following the Ten Words, the Decalogue? Does the world value 
the commands that God spoke once and for all to an assembled nation at Horeb? If the 
people will listen and embrace Gods covenant ultimately these words will be written on a 
circumcised heart that Jeremiah describes. 
-I want you to join me next week as we continue to study The World and Words of 
Jeremiah the Prophet. Don’t miss it, see you next week.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
 
DECEMBER 24, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion MiKetz: “At The End” (Genesis 41:1 – 44:17) Pharaoh’s 
dream; The chamberlain of the cupbearers remembers Joseph; Joseph is summoned; 
Pharaoh recapitulates his dream; Joseph’s interpretation; Joseph becomes viceroy; 
Joseph’s plan is implemented; Joseph’s children, Manasseh and Ephraim; The famine 
devastates Egypt; Jacob sends his sons to Egypt; The brothers bow to Joseph; Joseph 
stands his ground but offers his brothers a way out; The brothers regret; Joseph choose 
his hostage; Joseph sends them back with their money; The dialogue with Joseph; Jacob 
sends Benjamin to Egypt; Joseph sees Benjamin and tests his brothers sincerity; The final 
test – Benjamin is accused of thievery; Judah the leader of the brothers speaks on behalf 
of all. “Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – March 17 - 28, 2023, Experience the Holy Land on a Level 
that Most Tours Miss; https://blossomingrose.org/2023-walking-the-ancient-paths/  
-80th Annual UIWU Conference, Charlotte, NC: April 21-23, 2023 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/conference/  
-Tanakh Tours – Egypt / Jordan, October 31 – November 12, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-egypt-jordan-tour/ & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwVIZvqHq-I  
-Tanakh Tours – Israel, November 12 – November 19, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-James Tabor Blog: https://jamestabor.com/  
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-James Tabor Videos Channel Trailer: Posted November 4, 2022. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9GVG2m18JQ  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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