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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center South in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning.  
-Jer 1:1 “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah of the priests who were in Anathoth in 
the land of Benjamin.” This so begins the Hebrew bibles Book of Jeremiah and so begins 
our journey into a new and informative study on “The World and Words of the Prophet 
Jeremiah”. Unlike any other book among the Prophets there is nothing that is more of a 
seed bed for the immerging biblical faiths, post the biblical period as both Judaism and 
Christianity draw heavily upon the book and words attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.  
-Throughout this study I’ll show a connectedness between Deuteronomy and Jeremiah by 
carefully analyzing the contents of the Book of Jeremiah with two main focuses. We’ll 
focus heavily on the text of Jeremiah in accordance with the context of the book. I also 
want to put you inside the text of the prophet Jeremiah in the ancient world in which he 
lived by imagining the scenery around us and seeing how the people, characters, and 
personalities come to life in front of your very eyes. We’ll do everything we can to put 
you back to the 6th century BCE and work through the story as it unfolds.  
-In this study we’ll also draw on sources other than the Hebrew texts of the Masoretic 
bible such as found in the Septuagint, the Greek version and on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
drawing attention to the differences between them regarding the same material, The Book 
of Jeremiah. As I research and prepare for these classes, I’ll also be looking at the 
original languages and consulting them to help make my intended point. We’ll also learn 
quite a bit from archaeological discoveries as well.  
-The order and arrangement of the material of these classes depends upon how I feel led 
to go with the class and that’s developed as I prepare the material. Sometimes I’ll follow 
a chronological order and at other times I’ll prepare a class or classes on a more topical 
overview and take a subject and do our horizontal study method. I intend to take a word, 
a verse, a paragraph, a chapter, or a section of text and build around it the ancient biblical 
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context so that I can put you in the story. I’ll be building a running commentary on the 
life and times of Jeremiah as we work through the book attributed to him.  
-It’s interesting that large sections of this book are presented as the actual words of 
Jeremiah. Based on things we’ve learned about authorship; we’ve recognized other hands 
in these texts, the hands of editors, redactors, or scribes. When it comes to Jeremiah, not 
only do we know a scribe that worked for Jeremiah by the name of Baruch ben Neriah. 
We also get an indication as to parts of the book that he himself wrote and not Jeremiah.  
-Much of the book introduces oracles of Jeremiah which seem to be written or could be 
written by Jeremiah’s own hand. Many of these examples written by the hand of 
Jeremiah are written in the first person. This does not prove that Jeremiah wrote it just 
because a text is in the first person, but it gets us as close as we can at arriving at that 
possible conclusion. When we read where Jeremiah says, “and the word of the LORD 
was to me”, we’re going to believe this represents a form of Jeremiah’s original oracle. 
Get ready to follow and trust the text to get us as close as we can to the historical, 
authentic message of Jeremiah of Anathoth, and help us to be “Honest to Jeremiah”. 
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-And I’ve said, I will not remember him, and I won’t speak again in his name, but he was 
in my heart like a burning fire, restrained in my bones and I’m weary containing and I’m 
unable. Jeremiah of Anathoth. We all know a form of those words and many of the 
sayings of Jeremiah and long passages.  
-Days are coming sayeth the LORD when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers when I 
took them by the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. Though I was a 
husband to them they broke that covenant, but this is the covenant that I will make with 
them on those days. I will put my words within them and write my law upon their hearts.  
-For I know the thoughts that I have thought over you declares YHVH. Thoughts of 
peace and not for bad. To give you a future and a hope. 
-Biblical Passages – A Lesson in Context and Chronological Ordering. What about the 
context? A lot of time we take various passages of the Bible. They are beautiful passages 
and meaningful to us in a very special and personal way. But when we study these 
biblical passages, it’s very important to get the context and to understand who is speaking 
and to whom. What did they mean to the speaker and to those who heard these words in 
those days? Who were they intended for and who did hear these words?  
-Today I intend to go through a lesson in context. It’s important that we really understand 
where these passages fit in, not only chronologically, but in a number of other ways. I 
told you in class one that we’re faced with many challenges when it comes to the Book of 
Jeremiah. Not the least of which is that the Book of Jeremiah is not in chronological 
order and today, we’ll build that point very clearly. Is there a possibility that we could 
reorder things and study the Book of Jeremiah in such a way that we can see how it’s 
supposed to be in terms of chronological ordering?  
-There are plenty of clues within the text that provide valuable information. The purpose 
of today’s class is to show you the challenge before us in understanding the original order 
and arrangement of this material. I spent nine hours yesterday working through the Book 
of Jeremiah taking notes and placing things in chronological order from Chapter 1 – 52. 



In order to study “The World and Words of the Prophet Jeremiah”, we need to put this 
back in order.  
-For instance, when Jeremiah says, I will not remember him, I won’t speak again in his 
name, but he was in my heart like a burning fire restrained in my bones and I’m weary 
containing and I’m unable. What’s the context of that? Is he speaking to someone or what 
are we dealing with in that? This is necessary groundwork and will be an engaging and 
challenging class.  
-When we talk about arranging these particular passages of Jeremiah, We Know Certain 
Things. We know that the word of Hashem, that the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah 
within a defined period. We can begin to put parameters on the timing, but it’s not so 
specific until we look at the details within the text. According to the text, we know that 
Jeremiah first hears the word of the LORD in the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign. So, we 
can date this. We also know that it continued until the end of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah, the son of Josiah (Jer 1:3); until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month. If 
we know the date when Josiah assumes the throne, we simply count thirteen years.  
-We know the order of and the years of the reigning kings of Judah from the books of 
Kings and Chronicles. If I’m looking at Jeremiah’s prophetic career during the days of 
Josiah, I have quite a bit to go from. We know that Josiah reigned for thirty-one (31) 
years. (2Kings 22 & 2Chronicles 34) He begins his reign at eight years old and in the 
thirteenth year of his reign, Jeremiah hears the word of the LORD, continuing until the 
thirty first year, meaning that for the reign of Josiah, the word of YHVH came to 
Jeremiah for nineteen years of the thirty-one years of Josiah’s reign. Renaming the Kings. 
-Jer 1: 1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also 
in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and until the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month.  
-This gives us the names of three Judean kings of the five final kings. It lists Josiah, 
Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah. Counting from Josiah we also have Jehoahaz, and Jehoiachin 
also known as Jeconiah whom Jeremiah calls Coniah. Both Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin only 
had a reign of three months. The book of Jeremiah does mention all five kings. Kings 
often had different names, a birth name, a name they assumed when they took the throne 
and the King of Babylon renamed some of the kings. The Babylonians were big on 
renaming people, look at the Book of Daniel. The span of The Final Five Kings of Judah 
reigned about fifty (50) years until the eleventh year of Zedekiah and the carrying away 
of the captivity. Jeremiah’s prophetic career was for about forty of those. Roughly 627 
BCE and for forty years the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, to about 587/586 BCE. 
We have nineteen years of Josiah’s thirty-one-year reign that the word of the LORD is 
coming to Jeremiah. The word of the LORD is operating through a three-month reign of 
Jehoahaz, also known as Shallum.  
-Jer 22: 11 For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
who reigned instead of Josiah his father, and who went away from this place: "He shall 
return here no more, 12 but in the place where they have carried him captive, there shall 
he die, and he shall never see this land again."   



-We’ll talk about who is Shallum later. There are prophecies given which deal 
specifically with King Jehoiakim, addressing he himself and that eleven-year period. 
Then another son of Josiah, Jehoiachin also known as Jeconiah and Coniah. This king, he 
too like Jehoahaz, also known as Shallum, these two kings, Jehoahaz and 
Jeconiah/Jehoiachin only reigned for three months. Then the final Judean king is known 
as Zedekiah and originally as Mattaniah.  

• (1) Josiah is the first king (Reigned 31 years) 
• (2) Jehoahaz / Shallum is the second king (Reigned 3 months) 
• (3) Jehoiakim is the third king (Reigned 11 years) 
• (4) Jehoiachin / Jeconiah / Coniah is the fourth king (Reigned 3 months) 
• (5) Mattaniah / Zedikiah is the fifth king (Reigned 11 years) 

-We get into some difficulties in the text aside from chronology and we’ll address these 
from time to time. These have caused a great deal of people to turn gray, causing rabbis 
to stare into the text and speculate, wonder, and comment on these things. Zedekiah is 
described in 2 Chronicles as the brother of Coniah. In 2 Kings he’s referred to as the 
uncle of, so we have to wonder is he a brother or an uncle? We will uncover and unpack 
all of these mysteries. Why don’t our sources agree here?  
-Phase 1, I have to establish some certain contextual parameters and Getting the 
Chronology Right. Quite often the writers are very specific and give us clues to the 
timing. Let’s begin with what’s clear by going through some examples. I’m going to 
share a prophecy with you or a piece of context, allowing you to see what I see. How do 
we put this in its correct place chronologically? If you don’t fully understand where 
things go in history, you won’t get a full grasp of who is speaking, or who are they 
speaking to, and why would they say such a thing etc.  
-Jer 3: 6 The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: "Have you seen what she did, 
that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill and under every green tree, 
and there played the whore?  
-We know that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah within a nineteen-year gap during the reign 
of King Josiah and that what follows in this passage takes place within this time frame. 
Are there other things in the text that can narrow that gap? What follows happened in the 
thirteenth-year until the thirty first year.  
-Jer 3: 7 And I thought, 'After she has done all this she will return to me,' but she did not 
return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 She saw that for all the adulteries of that 
faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous 
sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore.  
-This goes on and on. We’re going to take this prophecy totally apart in a later class, but 
notice that Jeremiah and all the prophets deal with two unique and distinct groups, The 
House of Judah and The House of Israel. If you don’t get this, you are not properly 
understanding the Bible. God is dealing with two distinct groups which becomes very 
clear in the prophecies of Jeremiah. The new covenant is not a covenant for the Gentiles, 
its for the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  
-Jer 3: 16 And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, 
declares the LORD, they shall no more say, "The ark of the covenant of the LORD." It 
shall not come to mind or be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again.  
-If we can put this passage in the days of Josiah, and we can, why is Jeremiah saying this 
about the ark of the covenant? We have to wonder about the motive behind a certain 



word. Could it be that everyone is focused on the ark of the covenant and he’s saying that 
that emphasis will no longer be there at some future point? What if the ark is also missing 
at this point? What if the people are saying, I wish we had the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD and Jeremiah, inspired by a word that came to him says, days are coming when 
men shall no longer even speak of the ark of the covenant, it won’t even come to their 
mind, and they won’t make another one. Is this prophecy contextually giving us a clue 
that at the time, relates to the ark of the covenant? Yes. Talking About Context.  
-Jer 21: 1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when King Zedekiah 
sent to him Pashhur the son of Malchiah and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah, 
saying, 2 "Inquire of the LORD for us, for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon is making 
war against us. Perhaps the LORD will deal with us according to all his wonderful deeds 
and will make him withdraw from us."  
-We know that Chapter 21 contains a word of the LORD to Jeremiah during the days of 
Zedekiah. Zedekiah is king the last eleven-years of the commonwealth of Judah before 
the carrying away, the final exile in 587/586 BCE. Are we already at the end?   
-Jer 22: 18 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king 
of Judah: "They shall not lament for him, saying, 'Ah, my brother!' or 'Ah, sister!' They 
shall not lament for him, saying, 'Ah, lord!' or 'Ah, his majesty!' 19 With the burial of a 
donkey he shall be buried, dragged and dumped beyond the gates of Jerusalem."  
-It’s talking about Jehoiakim who’s before Zedekiah. The order’s not right. This would 
have already taken place. It’s not chronological, (Jehoiakim is the third king).  
-Jer 22: 24 "As I live, declares the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah, were the signet ring on my right hand, yet I would tear you off 25 and give you 
into the hand of those who seek your life, into the hand of those of whom you are afraid, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the 
Chaldeans. 26 I will hurl you and the mother who bore you into another country, where 
you were not born, and there you shall die. 27 But to the land to which they will long to 
return, there they shall not return." (Coniah is the fourth king) 
-Jer 24: 1 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into exile from Jerusalem 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, together with the officials of Judah, the 
craftsmen, and the metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the LORD showed 
me this vision: behold, two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the LORD.  
-When did God show Jeremiah a vision of two figs? The LORD showed me two baskets 
of figs placed in front of the temple of the LORD, this was after King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon had exiled King Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim of Judah and the officials of Judah 
and the craftsman and the smiths from Jerusalem and had brought them to Babylon. That 
is very specific. It all about Understanding the Order.  
-Jer 25: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),  
-Chapter 24 deals with the exile of King Jeconiah (4th King) and Chapter 25 is in the 
fourth year of King Jehoiakim (3rd King) which is going back in time. These prophecies 
are not in order, they’re jumbled.  
-Jer 25: 11 This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years. 



-This is linked to Daniel 9, the famous 70 weeks passage. You have to study this and a 
couple of other passage in Jeremiah because Daniel was studying Jeremiah to understand 
it. “In the beginning” is translated from the first word used in the Book of Genesis. At the 
first of God’s creation. This phrase only occurs five times in the Bible, Genesis 1:1, and 
four other times, all in the Book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah uses it to say at the first of the 
reign of … In the Beginning of the Reign of… 
-Jer 26: 1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this 
word came from the LORD: 2 "Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD's 
house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD 
all the words that I command you to speak to them; do not hold back a word.  
-Jehoiakim is the son of Josiah. Chapter 26 has to be studied with Chapter 7 which 
describes the same prophecy, the word of the LORD. Jeremiah, go stand in the house of 
the court. Then he gives his famous temple sermon which just about put him under as 
they wanted to kill him. Jeremiah spent some time in prison, this is how popular he was 
in his day.  At the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, Josiah is dead. We can put this 
20-years or more after Jeremiah first hears the word of the LORD.  
-Jer 27: 1 In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this 
word came to Jeremiah from the LORD. 2 Thus the LORD said to me: "Make yourself 
straps and yoke-bars, and put them on your neck. 3 Send word to the king of Edom, the 
king of Moab, the king of the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon by 
the hand of the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. 4 Give 
them this charge for their masters: 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: This 
is what you shall say to your masters: 5 "It is I who by my great power and my 
outstretched arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the earth, and 
I give it to whomever it seems right to me.  
-Jer 28: 1 In that same year, at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the fifth month of the fourth year, Hananiah the son of Azzur, the prophet from Gibeon, 
spoke to me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and all the people, 
saying, 2 "Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken the yoke of the 
king of Babylon.  
-Zedekiah is king and its in the fifth month of the fourth year. I want to give a flowing, 
rolling commentary according to the chronology. I know that Jeremiah wrote his initial 
time period, during the fourth year of Jehoiakim. Twenty-three years into his prophetic 
career he writes the original Jeremiah scroll and the king burns it in the fire and God tells 
him to make another one.  
-Jer 29: 1 These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem 
to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after 
King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, 
the craftsmen, and the metal workers had departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent 
by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom 
Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.  
-When Chapter 29 comes in an exile of certain people groups had already taken place. I 
propose that this is out of order.  
-Jer 30: 3 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel: Write in a book all the words that I have spoken to you. 3 For behold, 



days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will restore the fortunes of my people, 
Israel and Judah, says the LORD, and I will bring them back to the land that I gave to 
their fathers, and they shall take possession of it."  
-When is this scroll? I’m going to teach a special class on a scroll within the scrolls. 
There are several scrolls within the Book of Jeremiah. This is one and his most important 
work begins right here. We’ll not get into that yet.  
-Jer 32: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah 
king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2 At that time the army 
of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in 
the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah.  
-Jer 33: 1 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while he was still shut 
up in the court of the guard: (This sounds like it goes with Chapter 32)  
-Jer 34: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon and all his army and all the kingdoms of the earth under his dominion and all 
the peoples were fighting against Jerusalem and all of its cities: 2 "Thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel: Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah and say to him, 'Thus says the 
LORD: Behold, I am giving this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
burn it with fire.  
-Jer 37: 1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king 
in the land of Judah, reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim.  
-We’ve had chapters already that deal with Zedekiah being king, doesn’t it make more 
sense if these were all clumped together? If I move everything dealing with King 
Zedekiah into one place, I can put these in order. Chapter 38 deals with the same context.  
-Jer 39: 1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and besieged 
it.  
-In Chapter 52 we are also dealing with King Zedekiah.  
-Chapter 35: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah, king of Judah: 2 "Go to the house of the Rechabites and speak with 
them and bring them to the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers; then offer them 
wine to drink."  
-This is the passage that deals with the Rechabites, this non-Israelite, non-Hebrew group, 
and he is complimenting them for their adherence to this tradition of not drinking wine 
and their respect for their elders. He’s using it to contrast with the people of the book. 
These people are doing it right.  
-Jer 36: 1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came 
to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have 
spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, 
from the days of Josiah until today.  
-This is the fourth year of King Jehoiakim, Chapter 36 and Chapter 25 must be read 
together because they’re in the same time, and it’s during the time that Jeremiah writes 
his scroll for the first time. One other chapter is out of place and should be back with 
Chapter 36.   
-Jer 45: 1 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when 
he wrote these words in a book at the dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: 2 "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, to 



you, O Baruch: 3 You said, 'Woe is me! For the LORD has added sorrow to my pain. I 
am weary with my groaning, and I find no rest.' 4 Thus shall you say to him, Thus says 
the LORD: Behold, what I have built I am breaking down, and what I have planted I am 
plucking up--that is, the whole land. 5 And do you seek great things for yourself? Seek 
them not, for behold, I am bringing disaster upon all flesh, declares the LORD. But I will 
give you your life as a prize of war in all places to which you may go."  
-Chapters 40 – 44 all deal with after the exile.  
-Jer 37: 1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king 
in the land of Judah, reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim.  
-This ascension to the throne of Zedekiah has to be studied in association with Jeremiah 
52 because they both deal with the same context. Dealing with Difficulties.  
-Jer 51: 64 and say, 'Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster that 
I am bringing upon her, and they shall become exhausted.'" Thus far are the words of 
Jeremiah.  
-“Thus far are the words of Jeremiah”, and we still aren’t even finished with the Book of 
Jeremiah. Does this suggest that the words of Jeremiah end at Jeremiah 51:64 and 
Jeremiah 52:1 and following is not the words of Jeremiah? There are other difficulties, 
Chapter 46 – 51 of Jeremiah are all Oracles Against the Nations. The difficulty is that, 
where do they go? I want to put this in order, so it makes sense during the last forty years 
before the destruction. Where do these oracles of the nations go? They seem to be stuck 
here, not necessarily in the order in which they were given.  
-What we do know is this, based on examples from Qumran and the Septuagint, the 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. In the Septuagint, the oracles against the nations 
occur after Chapter 25, not after Chapter 45. We’ll have to figure this out. We have to 
figure out the order if we’re going to understand it.  When you put things in the right 
order, it makes sense. If you read the Book of Jeremiah as it is presently organized, 
you’re not going to get it. Let’s get it in order first. Remember I said Chapter 40 – 44 
concerned time after the exile but in your mind, you might say this is after the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah. Did you know that there are actually three exiles, and the Book of 
Jeremiah tells us about all of them? The Three Exiles of Judah.  
-Jer 52: 27 And the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Riblah in 
the land of Hamath. So, Judah was taken into exile out of its land. 28 This is the number 
of the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year, 3,023 
Judeans; 29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from 
Jerusalem 832 persons; 30 in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard carried away captive of the Judeans 745 persons; all the persons 
were 4,600.  
-2 Kin 24: 14 He carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and all the mighty men 
of valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, except 
the poorest people of the land. 15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon. The king's 
mother, the king's wives, his officials, and the chief men of the land he took into captivity 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 And the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all 
the men of valor, 7,000, and the craftsmen and the metal workers, 1,000, all of them 
strong and fit for war.  



-The numbers don’t agree between 2 Kings 24 and Jeremiah 52, but remember Jeremiah 
51 tells us, thus far are the words of Jeremiah meaning that Chapter 52 is not part of 
Jeremiah at least according to the writer of Jeremiah 51:64.   
-2Kin 25: 8 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month--that was the nineteenth 
year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon--Nebuzaradan, the captain of the 
bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  
-Jer 52: 29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from 
Jerusalem 832 persons;  
-In 2 Kings 25 it was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar and in Jeremiah 52 its 
was the eighteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar. So, we have a few problems, but we 
can sort this out. We have to consider all of our sources. There are a lot of difficulties in 
these texts. You have to weigh the evidence and give weight to certain passages over 
others. We have Different Sources and thank God that we do. I want the divergent 
sources and for things to not be exactly right at times.  
-What day on the Hebrew calendar was the temple destroyed? People often point this out 
that the second temple, Herod’s temple was destroyed by Titus on the ninth of the fifth 
month on the ninth of Av. There is a big deal in Jewish tradition that not only was the 
second temple destroyed on the 9th of Av, but the first temple as well. Many other 
tragedies befall the Jewish people on the 9th of Av. We have the story of the final 
destruction in three biblical sources. 2 Kings 25: 1-12; Jeremiah 39: 1-10; and Jeremiah 
52: 4-16. In Jeremiah 52: 12 it says the temple is burned on the 10th of Av. In 2 Kings 
25:8 it says the temple is burned on the 7th of Av. It probably took more than one day to 
burn the temple. The 9th of Av is in there somewhere. I didn’t bring this up to cause 
problem but to say, let’s pay attention to detail.  
-In order to sort these things out we have to carefully and critically, study the text. You 
have to be Honest to Jeremiah – What’s Next. We have to be honest historians. I’m sorry 
to say this, but traditional views that don’t line up with the text, they’ve got to go. There 
is no place for lying and covering up for difficulties that we find in the text. We have to 
challenge and face these head on and by looking critically and carefully and analytically 
at the text, many times we can solve the discrepancies and we solve the problems.  
-We have to look carefully at the text of Jeremiah in association with a careful view of 
Kings and Chronicles as well. We have to take each period of the kings of Judah and their 
times, and we have to determine what we can know from Jeremiah, Kings, and 
Chronicles. I’m going to begin next week with The Days of Josiah, particularly the days 
of Josiah during which the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, when God is speaking 
to Jeremiah. Our next class is going to deal with that nineteen-year window that goes 
from the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign until the thirty first year of his reign when he 
dies by an archer in Necho’s Egyptian army.  
-I want to look for words that were spoken, prophecies that were proclaimed, and events 
that took place during that nineteen-year window. I want to get it in order. We will focus 
from 627 BCE until 609 BCE and there is some very important material that takes place 
in that nineteen-year window.  
-To narrow our focus even more in preparation for next week, 2 Kings 22:1 and 2 
Chronicles 34:1 tell us Josiah became king at eight years old and he reigned for thirty-one 
years. He’s dead at thirty-nine. We then are informed by 2 Kings 22 and 2 Chronicles 34 
that he did what was right in the LORD’s eyes and walked in all the ways of David and 



didn’t turn to the right or to the left. We learn from Chronicles that at sixteen years old in 
the eighth year of his reign he began to seek the God of David his father which would 
have put this at 632 BCE. In the twentieth year of his life, the twelfth year of his reign he 
begins a purge at twenty years old at 628 BCE he begins to purge Judah and Jerusalem of 
all sorts of idolatry. Then both Kings and Chronicles put us in a six-year gap. Chronicles 
tells us in the twelfth year of his reign, then the next thing we hear is, in the eighteenth 
year of his reign. In this six-year gap, in the thirteenth year of his reign, across town 
Jeremiah begins to hear the words of the LORD.  
-By the time this happens, in the sixth year of his reign, two years before he begins to 
seek God, he has a baby. At fourteen years old in the sixth year of his reign Josiah’s 
woman, Zebudah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah gave him a son, Jehoiakim. In the 
ninth year of Josiah’s reign his woman, Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah gave 
him a son, Jehoahaz when Josiah was seventeen. By the time Josiah is twenty-one years 
old with at least two wives and two boys he’s seeking the God of David his father, he’s 
begun a purge and family life is getting a little complicated.  
-While that’s going on, a priest from the Levitical town of Anathoth in the land of 
Benjamin heard the voice of the LORD. He would prophecy for nineteen years of the 
reign of the most righteous king according to the writer of 2 Kings. Josiah is the most 
righteous king ever, no one before him could compare and certainly no one after him. His 
name is Josiah. We have no record that Josiah ever met Jeremiah and we don’t even 
know if he knew who Jeremiah was. We are going to look to see if the text provides any 
evidence of whether or not Josiah knew even who Jeremiah was. Jeremiah of Anathoth 
was not the only one to whom the word of the LORD came during the reign of Josiah.  
-Zep 1: 1 The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi, son of 
Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king 
of Judah.  
-The prophet Zephaniah plugs in chronologically to this period of time with this period of 
time which the biblical writers tell us is a thirty-one-year reign. Is there anything in 
Zephaniah that fits within the first twelve years of Josiah’s reign during which Jeremiah 
is not getting the word of the LORD yet or do their prophetic careers overlap? Were they 
going at the same time?  
-We know that within a thirty-one-year period there were at least two men on the ground 
to whom the word of the LORD was coming during the reign of Josiah. What can we 
learn about prophecies in the days of Josiah? What did God tell Jeremiah and when? 
What did God tell Zephaniah and when? Did their messages ever reach Josiah? A thirty-
one-year reign and prophecy all around him. Two prophets active in his days, each of 
these earning a place among the books of Israel’s sacred scriptures. Did those messages 
ever reach Josiah? 
-Join me next week for Prophecy in the Days of Josiah. Our task is to begin to find the 
word of the LORD that came between 640 BCE and 609 BCE, and I need you here to 
help me.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov 
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DECEMBER 10, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion VaYishlach: “And He Sent” (Genesis 32:4 – 36:43) Esau 
advances to attack Jacob; Jacob fears Esau; Military preparations; Jacob’s prayer; Jacob’s 
tribute for Esau; The struggle with the angel; Jacob wrestles with God, The prohibition of 
eating the tendon of an animal’s thigh; Jacob meets Esau - the encounter/ parting; Jacob 
arrives in Shechem; Dinah’s abduction and defiling; Jacob’s family learns of the outrage; 
The deception; Simeon and Levi decimate Shechem; Jacob journeys to Bethel; The 
deaths of Rebecca and Deborah; God blesses and renames Jacob; The birth of Benjamin 
and the death of Rachel; Reuben’s error and partial vindication; Jacob and Isaac are 
reunited; Isaac’s death; The chronicles of Esau; Esau separates himself from Jacob; 
Esau’s descendants; The Seirite genealogy; The Edomite kings. “Shavua Tov" and Have 
a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – March 17 - 28, 2023, Experience the Holy Land on a Level 
that Most Tours Miss; https://blossomingrose.org/2023-walking-the-ancient-paths/  
-80th Annual UIWU Conference, Charlotte, NC: April 21-23, 2023 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/conference/  
-Tanakh Tours – Egypt / Jordan, October 31 – November 12, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-egypt-jordan-tour/  
-Tanakh Tours – Israel, November 12 – November 19, 2023 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-James Tabor Blog: https://jamestabor.com/  
-James Tabor Videos Channel Trailer: Posted November 4, 2022. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9GVG2m18JQ  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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