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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 – October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
of the words of the Bible’s first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.  
-We are talking about some of the theological motifs and some of the things that inspire 
and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We are also 
talking about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how the Pentateuch came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
-We are currently talking about the Book of Deuteronomy and working through a sub-
series called “These are Moses’s Words”. Be prepared to be challenged with the text 
itself because Deuteronomy is vastly different. Deuteronomy is also known as Devarim 
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“Words”, and begins, “these are the words which Moses spoke.” These opening words 
are not the words of Moses but let us know that that which follows are. Our current study 
will help us identify and make a distinction between the words which Moses spoke and 
the voice or hand of someone else. This will be very clear and challenging for some, but 
what we do here will be respectful and in a humble way.  
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Today we are in what’s popularly known as The Law Code or Deuteronomy’s Law 
Code, Deuteronomy 12 – 26. It’s a body of legal material that avoids comparison with 
material found in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers and much of this is new to us. Last 
week we talked about the centralization of the cult and by this, I mean the sacrificial 
system. Today we’ll look at some of the material present in the Law Code of 
Deuteronomy and some material from a broader nature that will be beneficial for all of 
us.  
-In the 1990s I attended a conference, and I was going to give two talks, the first two that 
I ever gave publicly. My two topics were: “A King Like the Nations”, and “To Break a 
Dogs Neck”. Here it was my first time to draw out that the monarchy and the sacrificial 
system were not the ideal. Both of these at best seemed to be an accommodation at the 
request of people and wasn’t the ideal. Today, I plan to do these two topics again and add 
another and that is the temple. What I’m going to propose to you today from the Biblical 
text under the idea that these three things are not the ideal.  
-If the bible is right and these three things are not the ideal what are the implications of 
that proposal? You might be surprised. The significant place that all three of these play in 
the bible cannot be denied. You can’t miss the centrality of these three topics, monarchy, 
sacrifices, and temple. Also consider that it’s been about 2,000 years since any of these 
major components of the text have been part of the faith of anyone who seeks to or 
claims to live their life according to the biblical text. If these are part of what God 
desires, why has it been 2,000 years? I’ll do a quick high-level overview of the centrality 
of these things and then I’ll look at the text concerning each one of these and propose that 
none of these three are the ideal that was, is, or will be part of the ultimate plan. I will not 
disprove anything other than to establish that these three topics make up a major part of 
the biblical faith.  
-Sacrifices are mentioned as early as Genesis 4. Remember what Cain the farmer was 
doing, to guard and keep the garden brings forth an offering that was bloodless, of the 
fruit of the ground. Abel brings forth an animal that is killed. God has regard for that 
sacrifice and not for Cains. Here we get sacrifice and throughout scripture sacrifice plays 
a major role in the religion of ancient Israel. It’s throughout the Patriarchal period, it’s 
throughout the Wilderness period and the Settled period in the land. The only time that 
sacrifices cease is when the Babylonians came and destroyed the temple under 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BCE. When Israel came back from Babylonian captivity under 
Ezra and Nehemiah, they reinstituted the sacrifices. Then Antiochus Epiphanes comes in 
and shuts down the sacrifices again. Remember the story of Hanukkah and the 
Maccabees which is about the rededication of the altar and once again sacrifices resume. 
Then sacrifices continued up through the Second Temple period. Then the Romans came 
in 70 CE and destroyed the temple and sacrifices ceased again. From 70 CE until now, 



sacrifices have not been part of the faith even for people who claim to follow biblical 
religion.  
-According to Deuteronomy 12 – 26 three terms are used to define the place where the 
sacrifices are going to be authorized to be carried out. They are: “The place where I will 
put my name”, “The place where he will choose”, and “The place that he is there”. As the 
biblical period goes on that place is interpreted as Jerusalem. Some might say that the 
place goes from tent, to tabernacle, to temple.  
-Exo 25: 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly 
as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you 
shall make it.  
-Here God issues the charge to build a holy place. Here forward its all about the materials 
and the elements that are part of that holy place until Exodus 40 where God charges 
Moses to erect the tabernacle and in Exodus 40:16 he actually carries that out. This 
particular tabernacle moves with the children of Israel throughout the wilderness 
journeys. When they get into the promise land it eventually settles in Shiloh where it 
stands for 369 years. This system is so imbedded in the biblical text that people assume 
it’s the ideal. Then David desires to build a more permanent structure for God. David is 
not allowed to build it because of his war like nature, but he has a heart after God. The 
plan is given to his son Solomon, and he is allowed to build the temple.  
-1Kin 6: 1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the 
land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, 
which is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.  
-In 1 Kings 8, this house, the one that Solomon built is going to stand until its destroyed 
in 586 BCE by the Babylonians. It’s rebuilt and expanded under Ezra and Nehemiah. It’s 
expanded again under the Hasmonaeans and destroyed by Titus. We have prophets along 
the way who speak out against the system. Some say they are just talking about the 
people not behaving properly. If they would behave properly and their heart was directed 
in the right way, then God would love and welcome the system. In Micah 3:12 he 
cautions that God is going to plow Jerusalem and destroy the mountain of the house and 
it will be like a plowed forest. In Jeremiah 7 and 26 he stands up against the religious 
leaders of his day as God tells him to do. In Jeremiah 7 he says, The temple of the LORD, 
The temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD. If you keep this up God’s going to 
destroy this house, go look at my place in Shiloh, there’s nothing there. In the Christian 
scriptures, Jesus of Nazareth predicted the downfall of the Second Temple. Fall it did, 
destroyed. It’s been 1952 since the temple stood and sacrifices were offered. Many 
people are focused on the temple, and they go to conferences on this. Many are searching 
for the perfect red heifer so they can sacrifice and purify the area.  
-What about the monarchy? Six verses in our Deuteronomy Law Code lay out the Torah 
of the king. Deuteronomy 17:14 – 20 is presented as a predicted request. At a certain time 
when you go into the land you will request a king like the nations. It provides some rules 
for the monarchy. Four to five hundred years later after their entry into the land that 
request is made during the time of Samuel, roughly 1,000 BCE. That monarchy lasts 
throughout the biblical period until the last king Zedekiah meets his demise during the 
first temple period. His story is told in 2 Kings 25, Jeremiah 39, and Jeremiah 52. 
Zedekiah’s sons are brought before him, and they are killed and then his eyes are put out. 



The last thing that Zedekiah sees is the murder of his children. It’s not over but it 
certainly looks like the Davidic monarchy is gone.  
-The religious world, those seeking to and claiming to follow a biblical religion have had 
to do so without three of the main elements described in its pages. How many would say 
that they are a biblical religionist who follow the biblical religion? We can’t, or can we? 
Are these three major components to the narrative, the sacrifices, the monarchy, and the 
temple, are these three things necessary? Does God desire them? If so, where do we go 
from here? People have only looked at the counter texts to what I’m going to present and 
lean towards the sacrifices as being good. I’m going to show you the other side of that, 
and I want you to really look. Can they both be correct?   
-Jer 7: 21 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Add your burnt offerings to 
your sacrifices, and eat the flesh. 22 For in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. 23 But this command I gave them: 'Obey my voice, and I will be your God, 
and you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be 
well with you.' 24 But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own 
counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 
25 From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have 
persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. 26 Yet they did not 
listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their 
fathers.  
-Amo 5: 21 "I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept 
them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25 
"Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the wilderness, O 
house of Israel?  
-Why would God ask through Amos, did you offer me sacrifices in the wilderness after 
he’s giving a negative appraisal of the sacrifices? The intended answer should be no. 
Let’s see if God needs, wants, or desires to have sacrifices.  
-1Sam 15: 22 And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to listen than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and 
presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the 
LORD, he has also rejected you from being king."  
-How much of this is just comparison?  
-Hos 6: 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than 
burnt offerings.  
-Hos 14: 1 Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled because of 
your iniquity. 2 Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, "Take away all 
iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.  
-Rather than sacrifices they are told to return to God with words of confession and 
repentance. That’s the point.  
-Mic 6: 6 "With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on 
high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the 



LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 8 He 
has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  
-Does he need sacrifices? Does he want sacrifices? Should you bring him sacrifices? The 
point is very clear.  
-Isa 1: 11 "What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had 
enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the 
blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. 12 "When you come to appear before me, who 
has required of you this trampling of my courts? 13 Bring no more vain offerings; 
incense is an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of 
convocations-- I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly. 14 Your new moons and 
your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden to me; I am weary of 
bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash 
yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the 
fatherless, plead the widow's cause. 
-Isa 66: 1 Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; 
what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? 2 All 
these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the LORD. 
But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and 
trembles at my word. 3 "He who slaughters an ox is like one who kills a man; he who 
sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks a dog's neck; he who presents a grain offering, like 
one who offers pig's blood; he who makes a memorial offering of frankincense, like one 
who blesses an idol. These have chosen their own ways, and their soul delights in their 
abominations; 4 I also will choose harsh treatment for them and bring their fears upon 
them, because when I called, no one answered, when I spoke, they did not listen; but they 
did what was evil in my eyes and chose that in which I did not delight."  
-What is it that God doesn’t delight in? I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice.  
-Psa 40: 6 In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an 
open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 7 Then I said, "Behold, I 
have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 8 I delight to do your will, O my 
God; your law is within my heart."  
-Psa 51: 16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be 
pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
build up the walls of Jerusalem; 19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt 
offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.  
-That’s a strange ending for a Psalm where he says don’t take your Holy Spirit, he’s 
heartsick, and he’s repentant. He just said that God didn’t want sacrifices. Now he says, 
then you’ll delight in right sacrifices. If this is written in the time of David, the Psalm, did 
the walls need rebuilding in Jerusalem in the time of David? It almost sounds like 
someone writing this last part after the walls are not up and he says rebuild the walls. 
This is someone writing from a perspective where Jerusalem is not built up. Even Ezra 
said the same thing about this particular text.  



-What about the temple? Everyone of these buildings that have ever been made, everyone 
of these temples has been destroyed.  
-2Sam 7: 1 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from 
all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent." 3 And Nathan said to the king, "Go, 
do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you." 4 But that same night the word of 
the LORD came to Nathan, 5 "Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: 
Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did 
I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?"' 8 Now, therefore, 
thus you shall say to my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 
And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they 
may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to 
you that the LORD will make you a house.  
-What David is told is that God is going to build him a house. Solomon your son will be 
able to build a house for my name but that house you’re not going to build and it’s going 
to be a house of prayer. It’s interesting that in 1 Kings 8 when Solomon does the 
dedication service when he gives the dedicatory service and the prayer, the emphasis is 
on prayer. It’s a house of prayer for all nations. Repeatedly, when this person prays 
towards this place, it’s all about prayer.   
-Isa 56: 1 Thus says the LORD: "Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my 
salvation will come, and my righteousness be revealed. 2 Blessed is the man who does 
this, and the son of man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, and 
keeps his hand from doing any evil." 3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to 
the LORD say, "The LORD will surely separate me from his people"; and let not the 
eunuch say, "Behold, I am a dry tree." 4 For thus says the LORD: "To the eunuchs who 
keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, 5 I 
will give in my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 6 "And the 
foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the 
LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
and holds fast my covenant-- 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples."  
-He’s going to bring these righteous strangers, these foreigners to his house on his holy 
mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer. “their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all peoples.” House of prayer – Burnt offerings – House of Prayer. Listen to this: “these I 
will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; for my 



house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples." Contextually if feels like 
something has been inserted here. Nothing else in Isaiah 56 is talking about sacrifices. 
The phrase about burnt offerings and sacrifices interrupts the flow of the narrative.  
-Isa 66: 1 Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; 
what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest?  
-When Solomon dedicated the temple, he even says in 1 Kings 8, the heaven of heavens 
can’t contain God. So, does God need a house? The answer is no.  
-What about the monarchy?  
-Deu 17: 14 "When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you 
possess it and dwell in it and then say, 'I will set a king over me, like all the nations that 
are around me,' 15 you may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will 
choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a 
foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he must not acquire many horses for 
himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the 
LORD has said to you, 'You shall never return that way again.' 17 And he shall not 
acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself 
excessive silver and gold. 18 "And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall 
write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it 
shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear 
the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing 
them, 20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn 
aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may 
continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. 
-The Torah of the King comes between it talking about the Levites, then it talks about the 
King, then it goes back to talking about the Levites again. Is this Torah of the king 
original to Moses? Many believe that it is. The interesting thing about the monarchy is 
that, yes Israel does in fact ask for a king like the nations and from that point forward 
until King Zedekiah sees his kids killed and has his eyes put out, that is the monarchy all 
through the biblical period. We don’t have any record of any king ever writing a copy of 
the law. Whoever this is, he is to write a copy of this Torah and we don’t have any. David 
writes a lot about the Torah and how great the Torah is. Did his multiply or have more 
than one woman? If he wrote a copy of it and had this information about the king, you’d 
think that he would have known that piece.  
-I’m not the first to suggest that. This is from the Damascus Document, found in the 
Qumran collection and the discussion is whether or not a man should have more than one 
woman. Those who entered the ark went in two by two so we aught to be too. Concerning 
the prince, it’s written he shall not multiply wives to himself. That’s a quote from 
Deuteronomy 17:17. But David had not read the sealed Book of the Law which was in 
the ark of the covenant for it was not opened in Israel from the death of Eliezer and 
Joshua and the elders of Ashtaroth. It was hidden and not revealed until the coming of 
Zadok. They’re suggesting that the Torah that talks about the monarchy was hidden 
during the time of David. If he would have known, he would not have multiplied woman. 
It’s interesting that the death of Joshua and Eliezer is described in Joshua 24 which is the 
final reference to the Torah of Moses until it’s found later. In 1 Samuel 8 this is the 
fulfillment of the people requesting a king and Samuel is old and about to die and the 
people request a king.  



-1 Sam 8: 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 
5 and said to him, "Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now 
appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations." 6 But the thing displeased Samuel 
when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And 
the LORD said to Samuel, "Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for 
they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 
According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of 
Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to 
you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the 
ways of the king who shall reign over them." 
-The people ask for a king and God says. Samuel doesn’t even know about this Torah of 
the king. If this was already part of the Torah that Moses wrote and Samuel knew that 
Torah, when the people said, we want a king like the nations, Samuels only response 
would be, I knew this day was coming. How did you know that Samuel – because it says 
that in the Torah. But that’s not what Samuel says. Samuel doesn’t know anything about 
a Torah of the King. He says to God, they are asking for a king like the nations. This 
Torah of the King doesn’t seem to have been part of the Torah when the people ask for a 
king like the nations. The writer of 1 Samuel is clear that God and Samuel are not aware 
that Deuteronomy 17 and the Torah of the King are part of the text.  
-1 Sam 10: 17 Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah. 18 And 
he said to the people of Israel, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I brought up 
Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand 
of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.' 19 But today you have rejected your God, 
who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to him, 
'Set a king over us.' Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes 
and by your thousands."  
-1 Sam 12: 17 Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD, that he may send 
thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is great, which you 
have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking for yourselves a king."  
-If this were part of the Torah of the King in Deuteronomy 17 that it would have said, by 
the way, its wickedness to ask for a king.   
-1 Sam 12: 18 So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain 
that day, and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. 19 And all the people 
said to Samuel, "Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may not die, for 
we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king." 20 And Samuel said 
to the people, "Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from 
following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.  
-This negative appraisal of the monarchy goes back earlier to the earliest parable in the 
bible. Judges 9: 8 – 15. In that parable the people are told the story about different trees 
and different vegetation and the one who says I want to be king is the bramble. So, it’s 
this negative appraisal of the human monarchy.  
-1 Sam 8: 10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking 
for a king from him. 11 He said, "These will be the ways of the king who will reign over 
you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and 
to run before his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands 
and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to 



make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your 
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields 
and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will take the tenth 
of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He 
will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and 
your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you 
shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you 
have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day." 
-It’s clear, the monarchy is not part of the ideal.  
-1 Sam 10: 25 Then Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship, and he 
wrote them in a book and laid it up before the LORD.  
-What scroll is before YHVH? Could it be that this is proof that the law of the king was 
not written predictably that the people would request a king like the nations because 
when they do, everybody is shocked and surprised. God doesn’t say its there. Samuel 
doesn’t refer back to it, but what he’s told to do is warn the people. Then this text says 
that Samuel wrote the instructions of the king and he put it in the sefer Torah, before 
YHVH. This is a clear indication that the rule of the monarchy was not written for 
hundreds for years until the time of Samuel. Then it was put in what we now call 
Deuteronomy.  
-1 Sam 12: 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD 
by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24 Only 
fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great 
things he has done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both 
you and your king."  
-Hos 8: 1 Set the trumpet to your lips! One like a vulture is over the house of the LORD, 
because they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law. 2 To me they 
cry, "My God, we--Israel--know you." 3 Israel has spurned the good; the enemy shall 
pursue him. 4 They made kings, but not through me. They set up princes, but I knew it 
not. With their silver and gold they made idols for their own destruction. 
-God through Hoses says that they made kings, but it wasn’t from me. The people did a 
wicked thing, they rejected God as king and traded the God that they knew, YHVH, for a 
king like the nations. We have books that tell the story of the monarchy. As you work 
through the text, you will see that ultimately God is the King, always was the King, 
always will be the King.  
-Zec 14:9 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be 
one and his name one.  
-Ideal religion is simple, the offering of the lips, sacrifices of thanksgiving, every house, 
every home, every place where people love the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob come 
together is like a house because God can be in the midst of that people in a figurative 
way. YHVH is now a King, always was, always will be. All one needs to do is recognize 
his role as such. Ideal religion / faith is possible now. You don’t have to wait for a king, 
sacrifices or a temple. You can do it now. What are we waiting for?  
 
Shabbat Shalom – Shavua Tov! 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 



 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion Shofetim: “Judges” (Deuteronomy 16:18 – 21:9) Justice, 
Establishment of just courts, Blemished sacrifice, Forbidden forms of worship, Death 
penalty for an idol worshiper, The rebellious elder, Legal decisions by Priests and Judges, 
A king in Israel, Laws concerning Israel’s kings, Provision for Priests and Levites, 
Prophecy, Abominable practices, God sends his prophets to Israel, A new prophet like 
Moses, Laws concerning Cities of Refuge, Property boundaries, Laws concerning 
witnesses, When Israel goes to war, The Kohen anointed for battle, Laws concerning 
warfare, Those unqualified to fight, Overtures for peace, Preservation of fruit trees, 
Atonement for unsolved murders, The axed heifer. “Shavua Tov" and Have a Great 
Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – (2022): Tabor / Nichols Israel Tour (October 21 – 
November 1, 2022); https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; 
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-Tanakh Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor / Singer / Portnay (November 3 – 11, 2022) & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4iF9xAkeDI & 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/ 
-Biblical Jordan Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor (November 13 – 21, 2022)  
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-jordan-tour/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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