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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 – October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
of the words of the Bible’s first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.  
-We are talking about some of the theological motifs and some of the things that inspire 
and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We are also 
talking about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how the Pentateuch came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
-We are currently talking about the Book of Deuteronomy and working through a sub-
series called “These are Moses’s Words”. Be prepared to be challenged with the text 
itself because Deuteronomy is vastly different. Deuteronomy is also known as Devarim 
“Words”, and begins, “these are the words which Moses spoke.” These opening words 
are not the words of Moses but let us know that that which follows are. Our current study 
will help us identify and make a distinction between the words which Moses spoke and 
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the voice or hand of someone else. This will be very clear and challenging for some, but 
what we do here will be respectful and in a humble way.  
-I do have a new publication that is out “These Are The Words: Essential Biblical 
Hebrew Vocabularies”. Learning Biblical Hebrew requires the acquisition of a 
vocabulary. This book is designed with this sole task in mind. As the title suggests, these 
are the words, i.e., the Hebrew Bible’s most common words. Within these pages, the 
learner will encounter more than 1,000 words arranged in eighteen essential vocabularies 
presented in descending frequency according to the number of occurrences in the 
Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible (TaNaKh, Old Testament). This book is ideal for 
beginners and well-suited for classroom or personal use. The book is already available in 
most countries through Amazon. Readers of the UIWU Bulletin should check their 
specific Amazon marketplace. 
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Last week I shared a message in which I compared the accounts given in Exodus 20, 
Deuteronomy 5, and Deuteronomy 18 of the happenings that took place after the giving 
of the Ten Words at Horeb / Sinai. Each of these covered the same basic material and 
dealt with an encounter between God and Moses after that watershed event at Horeb. I 
prepared and shared a horizontal reading study sheet called: After the Revelation / Giving 
of the Ten Words at Horeb – The Request of the People According to Exodus and 
Deuteronomy. While they all narrated the same event the narrators were demonstrated to 
be different. Exodus provided narration from the third person and there are some things 
that the narrator just doesn’t know. Deuteronomy 5 & 18 tells the event from the first 
person and is at least presented as someone in the know from the thick darkness. These 
stories are basically the same. The people are so afraid in both accounts that they request 
of Moses that he go to God and get whatever it is God wants them to know and bring that 
message back to them. They are convinced that if they were to hear the voice speaking 
from the cloud, on the day of assembly, from the midst of the fire again, they would die.  
-Exo 20: 19 and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God 
speak to us, lest we die." 20 Moses said to the people, "Do not fear, for God has come to 
test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin." 21 The people 
stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.  
-Here, the last thing that the third person narrator tells us is that Moses goes into the thick 
darkness. Deuteronomy picks up with what only a first-person narrator who was there 
would know and was likely penned by Moses himself.  
-Deu 5: 28 "And the LORD heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the LORD 
said to me, 'I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you. They 
are right in all that they have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to 
fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their 
descendants forever!  
-Deu 18: 17 And the LORD said to me, 'They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I 
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  
-Here, but not in Exodus, we learn that God tells Moses that the people are right in their 
request. That they have said well, in all that they have said. What they said was also 
recorded in Exodus. You go to God and get whatever it is, and you tell us and we’ll do it 



but we don’t want to hear it ourselves lest we die. In Deuteronomy, God says he agrees 
with that.  
-Deu 18: 17 And the LORD said to me, 'They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I 
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 
-Here, YHVH speaks to Moses and says, their idea is a good one, I will raise up a prophet 
for them like you from among their brothers. Does this passage look forward to a single 
eschatological figure like Moses, a second Moses if you will; or does it suggest that there 
will be a series of prophets that occur throughout the ages? Where the Spirit of God 
hastens through the ages and touches on selected individuals throughout time, ultimately 
perhaps culminating into one of these figures? Is it a singular figure that Deuteronomy 18 
looks forward to or does it look forward to a series of figures?  
-Christians and Jews, though disagreeing on the identity of the prophet like Moses, tend 
to go with a singular figure. Jews believe that Joshua is the prophet like Moses while 
Christians believe its Jesus of Nazareth whereby all of Deuteronomy 18 would be one of 
the roles of the Nazarene. In Hebrew, they both have the same name, Yehoshua.  
-Joshua does indeed assume the helm of leadership upon Moses’ passing. The Book of 
Joshua begins, Moses my servant is dead. Before his death, Moses transfers the 
leadership authority over to Joshua. Some passages note, As I was with Moses, so I’ll be 
with you. Many feel that Joshua is the fulfillment of, I’m going to raise up a prophet like 
you from among their brothers.  
-Deu 34: 9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had 
laid his hands on him. So the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had 
commanded Moses.  
-Some have said that Joshua wrote Deuteronomy 34: 1 – 12, but it’s written in the third 
person so most likely he didn’t write this either. It does describe the fact that the Spirit is 
on him so he could possibly be the prophet like Moses? 
-Deu 34: 10 And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the 
LORD knew face to face,  
-If this is written in the time of Moses or shortly after his death or even in the time of 
Joshua it’s not really claiming that much for Moses. The further from his death it 
becomes quite an exclamation of his authority and his position. Nowhere in the Book of 
Joshua is Joshua called a prophet like Moses. In the Book of Joshua, in Hebrew, the word 
for prophet does not occur at all. In the Book of Judges, the word of prophet only occurs 
once in Judges 6: 8. We are looking at an extended period of time in which we don’t read 
about a prophet. When we get to the first part of the Book of Samuel that’s when we 
begin to encounter the title prophet and it has to do with the identity of the one named 
Samuel who is called a prophet.  
-1 Sam 3: 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as 
a prophet of the LORD.  
-1 Sam 9: 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, "Come, let 
us go to the seer," for today's "prophet" was formerly called a seer.)  
-In the time of Samuel, the person who was going to be between God and man, to whom 
you would go to inquire of God, that person was called a seer. It’s suggesting, at least 
here they didn’t refer to this person as a prophet.  



-1 Chr 29: 29 Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the Chronicles 
of Samuel the seer, and in the Chronicles of Nathan the prophet, and in the Chronicles of 
Gad the seer,  
-In Hebrew, it says Samuel the seer, Nathan the prophet, and Gad the visionary. Three 
different terms for these three people and they all serve basically the same function. What 
is it we’re looking for in specific when we search for a prophet like Moses? Let’s focus 
on testimonies from the Pentateuch that illustrate what the biblical writers want us to 
understand about the function and speech patterns of a prophet. How can we look at 
someone in history and say, yes that’s a prophet.  
-In these passages we get this idea that Moses and Aaron are going to act out how it is 
that a prophetic message is delivered. Moses will be for God and Aaron will be for a 
prophet. Moses is going to put the words of God to Aaron who is then to convey them as 
a prophet.  
-Exo 4: 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your 
mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16 He shall speak for you 
to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.  
-Here, even though Aaron is not called a prophet we get a couple of clues as to what that 
prophet will be. 
-Exo 7: 1 And the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and 
your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.  
-We’re going to see that Aaron has the words in his mouth given to him by Moses who is 
playing the part of God. God will be with Moses’ mouth and Aaron’s mouth, and he will 
speak whatever he’s going to speak. Speaking is part of the prophet. There are two parts, 
you have to hear the message and you have to speak the message as commanded. A 
prophet is as a mouthpiece or spokesperson, and this is the way it’ll flow. The words of 
God are in the prophet’s mouth. The prophet is able to hear what others don’t and he’s 
going to present a message to those who have ears but who otherwise cannot hear God’s 
words.  
-When we talk about divine words in the mouth of mortals this is the world in which we 
are operating when we talk about the prophet. When we talk about the prophet, we are 
talking about the intrusion of divine speech into the realm of mortals. Hearing God from 
another human who has been empowered to speak on behalf of God. This intrusion of 
divine speech is going to be shocking. It’s not going to sound like someone else speaking 
in normal daily life. It’s going to be different. Some might say, never has a man spoke 
like this if they were to hear a prophet speak. The prophet may be speaking about YHVH 
in the third person and then the Spirit comes on them and they start speaking in the first-
person for YHVH. The words are then coming out of the mortal’s mouth as an intrusion 
of divine speech.  
-Deu 7: 1 "When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to 
take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the 
Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD your God 
gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete 
destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3 You 
shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their 
daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your sons from following me, to 



serve other gods. Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he 
would destroy you quickly.  
-This is Moses speaking, does he mean that they will turn your sons away from following 
me, Moses? Or is this an example of the intrusion of divine speech? Basically, the people 
are to follow God. This change in speech is so strange that in many translations they will 
try to smooth that out.  
-Deu 29: 2 And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: "You have seen all that the 
LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to 
all his land, 3 the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders. 4 But 
to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to 
hear. 5 I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes have not worn out on 
you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet. 6 You have not eaten bread, and you 
have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.  
-Moses said that. Nothing in here says, and then the LORD said to me… It’s Moses 
talking, I did this the LORD did that, I did this, the LORD did that and all of this together 
and in verse 6 in order that you may know that I am YHVH your God. Is Moses saying 
that he is YHVH? No! Moses is not YHVH, but the intrusion of divine speech makes him 
say this because he’s speaking as a spokesperson on behalf of God. He is speaking the 
words of YHVH through his mouth. I’m sure it was shocking. It’s not just Moses.  
-Deu 28: 20 "The LORD will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that 
you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of 
your deeds, because you have forsaken me.  
-You have forsaken me, abandoned Moses? Moses is speaking here. He’s speaking about 
YHVH. This is the intrusion of divine speech. There is some very interesting language. 
There is a switching back and forth that happens in the prophetic literature in examples of 
prophecy that we have throughout the bible. It’s sort of a style of the prophets that we 
notice if we pay attention and have eyes to see and ears to hear what the prophets are 
saying. Let’s look at a few examples of strange speech in the bible.   
-Isa 48: 12 "Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am he; I am the first, and 
I am the last. 13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out 
the heavens; when I call to them, they stand forth together. 14 "Assemble, all of you, and 
listen! Who among them has declared these things? The LORD loves him; he shall 
perform his purpose on Babylon, and his arm shall be against the Chaldeans. 15 I, even I, 
have spoken and called him; I have brought him, and he will prosper in his way. 16 Draw 
near to me, hear this: from the beginning I have not spoken in secret, from the time it 
came to be I have been there." And now the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit.  
-Who is speaking here? At times it feels like the prophet is speaking and at other times it 
seems to be YHVH speaking. Then we have to wonder if YHVH is speaking through the 
prophet. Why can it say, I have indeed spoken, it’s me, I’m the first and I’m the last, then 
it says, and now Adonai YHVH has sent me, and his Spirit.  
-Zec 2: 8 For thus said the LORD of hosts, after his glory sent me to the nations who 
plundered you, for he who touches you touches the apple of his eye: 9 "Behold, I will 
shake my hand over them, and they shall become plunder for those who served them. 
Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me. 10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter 
of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And 
many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people. And 



I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to 
you.  
-Who is speaking here? You have YHVH of Hosts speaking saying that YHVH is 
sending him… We encounter an interesting phrase in this passage, “Thus says YHVH”. 
This phrase occurs 291 times in the Hebrew bible. As it turns out, this is a key to 
unlocking our mystery.  
-Deu 18: 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 
And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 
require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I 
have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same 
prophet shall die.' 21 And if you say in your heart, 'How may we know the word that the 
LORD has not spoken?'-- 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the 
word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; 
the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. 
-There is a key point here, the words of God are placed in the mouth of the prophet. The 
prophet is going to speak the words of God which he is commanded to speak, and they 
are going to be spoken in the name of YHVH, in the name of God. Not in their own 
name. Not in the name of another god. There must be an emphasis in the speakers’ words 
where he’s saying, these are not my words. We don’t want you to be confused, the 
prophet must say, thus says YHVH. You can’t use someone else’s words without giving 
credit. Otherwise, someone might be confused and think, you being a man sound like 
God here. The prophet needs to say, thus says YHVH. Does Moses do this?  
-Exo 4: 22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn 
son,  
-He’s supposed to go to Pharaoh and say, “Thus says YHVH”. 
-Exo 5: 1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, 'Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.'"  
-I’m going to go through quite a few of these because I want to establish the fact that 
prophets speak in the name of God by saying, “Thus says YHVH”.  
-Exo 7: 17 Thus says the LORD, "By this you shall know that I am the LORD: behold, 
with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn 
into blood.  
-Exo 9: 1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says 
the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, "Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
-Go to Pharaoh and say, “Thus says YHVH”, and here is the message. That’s the flag. 
That’s the clue. Moses don’t just go and say let my people go. Go to Pharaoh and say, 
“Thus says YHVH”, let my people go.  
-Exo 9: 13 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Rise up early in the morning and present 
yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 
"Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
-Exo 10: 3 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, "Thus says the 
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 'How long will you refuse to humble yourself before 
me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
-Exo 11: 4 So Moses said, "Thus says the LORD: 'About midnight I will go out in the 
midst of Egypt,  



-Exo 32: 27 And he said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'Put your sword on 
your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each 
of you kill his brother and his companion and his neighbor.'" 
-In the name of YHVH the prophets will speak because that is what a prophet does. 
Particularly a prophet like Moses. Moses speaks in the name of God. A prophet like 
Moses will do the same. Does Joshua ever say, “Thus says YHVH”? This would imply 
that he’s heard a word from YHVH and at that point is speaking a word of YHVH as 
commanded in YHVHs name. That is what a prophet is, if you leave out one of those 
details then they are not a prophet.  
-Jos 7: 10 The LORD said to Joshua, "Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 13 Get 
up! Consecrate the people and say, 'Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says 
the LORD, God of Israel, "There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot 
stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you."  
-Jos 24: 2 And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
'Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of 
Nahor; and they served other gods.  
-Joshua is not called a prophet but he functions in two places in the book as a prophet, 
meaning he hears the word, he speaks as commanded and in the name of God, “Thus says 
YHVH”. Let’s look at a couple of other examples. Is Samuel a prophet, yes. So, would 
Samuel hear the word of God, speak the word of God as commanded, and use the name 
of God? If he didn’t, he can’t be a prophet.  
-1 Sam 10: 17 Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah. 18 And 
he said to the people of Israel, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I brought up 
Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand 
of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.' 19 But today you have rejected your God, 
who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to him, 
'Set a king over us.' Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes 
and by your thousands."  
-This idea is here in Samuel. Samuel had heard this already. YHVH says Samuel go and 
say this to the people. When he does that, he’s heard the message. He’s commanded to 
speak it and he speaks it in the name. You can’t leave out a step. Let’s see if Nathan does 
it. He’s a prophet at least as far as we know.  
-2 Sam 7: 5 "Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a 
house to dwell in?  
-Thus says YHVH, should you build a house for me. He heard it, he was commanded to 
speak it, and he speaks it giving credit to the one who said it. What about Elijah the 
prophet? I just want to show you that this is consistent for prophets.  
-1 Kin 11: 31 And he said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I am about to tear the kingdom from the hand of 
Solomon and will give you ten tribes. 
-Because “Thus says YHVH”. Heard the message, commanded to speak it, speaks it in 
the name. There is an unnamed man of God in 1 Kings 20. Is he a prophet?  
-1 Kin 20: 28 And a man of God came near and said to the king of Israel, "Thus says the 
LORD, 'Because the Syrians have said, "The LORD is a god of the hills but he is not a 
god of the valleys," therefore I will give all this great multitude into your hand, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.'"  



-1 Kin 21: 17 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 "Arise, 
go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of 
Naboth, where he has gone to take possession. 19 And you shall say to him, 'Thus says 
the LORD, "Have you killed and also taken possession?"' And you shall say to him, 'Thus 
says the LORD: "In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick 
your own blood."'"  
-Imagine how shocking that is when here comes this prophet and he’s in your face and he 
says YHVH knows what you did. What about Elisha?  
-2 Kin 7: 1 But Elisha said, "Hear the word of the LORD: thus says the LORD, 
Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of 
barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria." 
-2 Kin 19: 6 Isaiah said to them, "Say to your master, 'Thus says the LORD: Do not be 
afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of 
Assyria have reviled me.  
-2 Kin 19: 20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel: Your prayer to me about Sennacherib king of Assyria I have 
heard. 
-Jer 2: 2 "Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the LORD, "I 
remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the 
wilderness, in a land not sown.  
-Jer 2: 5 Thus says the LORD: "What wrong did your fathers find in me that they went 
far from me, and went after worthlessness, and became worthless?  
-Jer 5: 14 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts: "Because you have spoken 
this word, behold, I am making my words in your mouth a fire, and this people wood, and 
the fire shall consume them.  
-Eze 11: 5 And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and he said to me, "Say, Thus says 
the LORD: So you think, O house of Israel. For I know the things that come into your 
mind.  
-At the end of this I want you to ask yourself if anyone is claiming to be a prophet like 
Moses, do we have an example of that person speaking, “Thus says YHVH”? 
-Amo 1: 3 Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I 
will not revoke the punishment, because they have threshed Gilead with threshing sledges 
of iron.  
-Amo 1: 6 Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will 
not revoke the punishment, because they carried into exile a whole people to deliver them 
up to Edom.  
-Amo 1: 9 Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I will not 
revoke the punishment, because they delivered up a whole people to Edom, and did not 
remember the covenant of brotherhood.  
-Mic 2: 3 Therefore thus says the LORD: behold, against this family I am devising 
disaster, from which you cannot remove your necks, and you shall not walk haughtily, for 
it will be a time of disaster.  
-Nah 1: 12 Thus says the LORD, "Though they are at full strength and many, they will be 
cut down and pass away. Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no more.  
-Hag 1: 2 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to 
rebuild the house of the LORD." 



-Zec 1: 3 Therefore say to them, Thus declares the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says the 
LORD of hosts, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. 
-Mal 1: 4 If Edom says, "We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins," the LORD of 
hosts says, "They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called 'the wicked 
country,' and 'the people with whom the LORD is angry forever.'" 
-These are just singular examples of a consistent method whereby the prophet hears the 
word. Why, because God said I will raise up a prophet for you like Moses and he’s going 
to hear my words and speak my words in my name. Many think that this is some single 
eschatological figure and I just find that one person and say this is the guy that I want to 
identify as the prophet like Moses. Some have settled on Jeremiah. All of these prophets 
have the words of God in their mouth, every one of them. Every one of these prophets are 
raised up for such a time that they went forward. Amos was a cowboy and he’s taking 
care of sycamore trees. The king said, don’t come around here with that. Amos said I 
didn’t ask for this. I’m a cowboy and YHVH told me to come tell you this and I’m going 
to do it. Then Amos says, “Thus says YHVH”.  
-One thing is consistent without exception, these who hold the office of the prophet, a 
prophet like Moses. Yes, there are other prophets and there are false prophets. There are 
prophets who have dreamed dreams and others. I’m talking about a prophet like Moses 
and what does that mean. Someone who hears the word because this is what they asked 
for after Sinai, they said you go get the message and bring it back to us and we’ll listen to 
it and God said that they spoke well. Here’s how we’ll do it; I’m going to raise up a 
prophet like you from their brothers. I’m going to speak the words and he’s going to hear 
the words, speak as I’ve commanded and say it in my name. That’s how you know.  
-Every prophet like Moses that God raised up, each of them stood up and they used that 
method. They heard the message. It goes beyond just hearing the words, they are to speak 
the words as they are commanded. It’s not enough to speak the words of the prophecy or 
the message that they heard they must, to be a prophet like Moses, speak the word like 
Moses spoke it. That is to say, “Thus says YHVH”.  
-A prophet like Moses has YHVH’s words in his mouth. When commanded to speak the 
words, they will speak the words in the name of YHVH, “Thus says YHVH”. The words 
that they speak are not their words. When the prophets speak the words of YHVH the 
words of YHVH are placed in their mouth. They are not speaking their own words. They 
must announce in the name of who it is that they are speaking. They must tell you; these 
are not my words, these are YHVHs words. A normal person does not speak like this. A 
person must be a brazen person to utilize this prophetic method if it isn’t real. If 
somebody tried to fake this, that would be a fearful thing.  
-Remember Moses’ words in Numbers 11 when Moses talks to God about the burden of 
leadership and it says that God says go get the seventy elders and I’m going to take of the 
Spirit that is on you and I’m going to put it on these other people and they’re going to be 
prophets too. You’ll recall that Eldad and Medad keep doing this in the camp and Joshua 
says to Moses, stop them. Eldad and Medad are running around the camp prophesying. 
Moses says, are you jealous on my behalf, I wish that all Gods people were prophets and 
that he would put his Spirit on them all.  
-Isa 51: 15 I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar-- the 
LORD of hosts is his name. 16 And I have put my words in your mouth and covered you 



in the shadow of my hand, establishing the heavens and laying the foundations of the 
earth, and saying to Zion, 'You are my people.'" 
-YHVH is speaking and says, I have put my words in your mouth. Is he talking to Isaiah? 
I have put my words in your mouth. Who is he speaking to there? It is singular.  
-Isa 59: 4 If Edom says, "We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins," the LORD of 
hosts says, "They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called 'the wicked 
country,' and 'the people with whom the LORD is angry forever.'"  
-In this passage YHVH is speaking his covenant with the people which seems to coincide 
with the desire of Moses that all Gods people would be prophets. That Spirit would be on 
them, and they would have his words in their mouth. What this calls for is nothing less 
than a people of prophetic gifts, a prophetic people. A people upon whom is the Spirit 
who speak forth the words of YHVH that he put in their mouth, and they must declare it 
as Gods words. Not their own words. Are there any texts which speak of a single 
eschatological figure whose coming?  
-Mic 7: 15 As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them 
marvelous things.  
-In the Hebrew it says, I will show him miracles. Who is him? I don’t know but its 
something about just like when you went out from the land of Egypt, I’m going to show 
him (masculine singular) miracles. Some have suggested this this is the prophet like 
Moses, and I don’t take exception to that, but I would make one subtle change. It’s one of 
the prophets like Moses.  
-The prophets throughout the ages have had the Spirit upon them. Like hastening through 
the ages, God’s Spirit lights upon one of these that he chooses, and he calls them and 
sends them forth with a message and they go forward with a message, and they speak that 
message in the name of God. So that people recognize that they are not their words but 
the one who sent them. These prophetic figures are called from the beginning. God says 
that he woke them up early, from early in the morning till late at night, rising daily and 
sending them. Remember we have false prophets too, but these are the ones I’m talking 
about. They are called the first ones and the last ones, the prophets, but all of the 
prophets, the true prophets, have the Spirit of God upon them, at times within them.   
-Ezekiel over and over beginning in Chapter 2, stand upon your feet son of man and the 
Spirit entered into me. This Mica 7:15 seems to be a prophet like Moses. A prophet like 
Moses. Moses’ desire was that the entire people of Israel would be prophets and God’s 
Spirit would be on them. YHVH speaking in Isaiah says this is my covenant, my Spirit is 
on you, my words are in your mouth. This puts a heavy charge on the people of God. 
They are to speak Gods words with help from the Spirit and for the most part there’s been 
a lot of failure in that. We should seek to truly understand what it is that the message 
should be that should be proclaimed from one end of heaven to the other. We can do that 
when we recognize the words of God when spoken through the prophets. Part of the 
reason that we’ve spent so much time in the past going over notice first-person, third 
person, look it changes here is because we want to get this down to where we really see 
what is it that God expects of his people. 
 
Shabbat Shalom – Shavua Tov! Join me next week, same time, same channel.  
 
 



THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion KiTavo: “When You Enter” (Deuteronomy 26:1 – 29:8) 
Offerings of firstfruits and tithes, Confession of the tithes, God and Israel are inseparable, 
The new commitment, Blessings and curses, The altar on Mount Ebal, Curses from 
Mount Ebal, Blessings for fulfilling the commandments, Curses for disobedience, Moses 
final charge to the people, The covenant renewed in Moab. “Shavua Tov" and Have a 
Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – (2022): Tabor / Nichols Israel Tour (October 21 – 
November 1, 2022); https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; 
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-Tanakh Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor / Singer / Portnay (November 3 – 11, 2022) & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4iF9xAkeDI & 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/ 
-Biblical Jordan Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor (November 13 – 21, 2022)  
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-jordan-tour/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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