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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 – October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
of the words of the Bible’s first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.  
-We’re going to talk about some of the theological motifs and some of the things that 
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We’ll 
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
-We are currently talking about the Book of Deuteronomy and working through a sub-
series called “These are Moses’s Words”. This is such a key and central point of the five 
books that we’ll dedicate some time working through this. Be prepared to be challenged 
with the text itself because Deuteronomy is vastly different.  
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Today we begin our study on the 5th book of the Pentateuch and this week we’ll get into 
the substance of the matter. Welcome to Deuteronomy, also known as Devarim “Words”. 
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The book begins, these are the words which Moses spoke. Today you are going to be able 
to identify and make a distinction between the words which Moses spoke and the voice or 
hand of someone else. This will be very clear and challenging for some, but what we do 
here will be respectful and in a humble way. Today you’ll also be able to see where the 
Torah that Moses wrote actually begins. The word sefer is an account that comes forward 
and it’s not necessarily written. Today we will be talking about the book of Moses, the 
scroll of Moses, that which Moses actually wrote and it’s actually an account.  
-The opening words of the Book of Deuteronomy note that what is about to be presented 
are the words of Moses. However, these opening words are not the words of Moses. 
These words let us know that that which follows is the work and are the words of Moses. 
The opening words are in another hand, presenting another voice whom we’ll call the 
narrator, the voice of the narrator.  
-Deu 1: 1 These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the 
wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, 
and Dizahab. 2 It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to 
Kadesh-barnea. 3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke 
to the people of Israel according to all that YHVH had given him in commandment to 
them, 4 after he had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and 
Og the king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth and in Edrei. 5 Beyond the Jordan, in the 
land of Moab, Moses undertook to explain this law, saying, 
-All of this we just read is from the hand of another, it’s not Moses. These opening verses 
are packed with helpful information and we’re thankful to have it. We understand that 
this is not Moses because it opens in the third person as does most of the Pentateuch. 592 
verses in the Pentateuch convey the name Moses in the third person: 261 times in 
Exodus, 80 times in Leviticus, 216 times in Numbers, and 35 times in Deuteronomy. I 
propose that all of those third person references are written by someone other than 
Moses. We are talking about authorship and the work of scribes. When we get to the 
prophets this is also important because we can also tell when a particular person in the 
bible is writing or if it’s the voice of a narrator.  
-Jer 1: 1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of YHVH came in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also 
in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and until the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month.  
-These are someone else’s words and I’m thankful to have them. It gives us a lot of 
valuable information. I’m talking about the importance of authorship. This is a scribe, it 
could be Baruch, but we don’t know that. We know in other places that it is Baruch.  
-Jer 1: 4 Now the word of YHVH came to me, saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations." 6 Then I said, "Ah, YHVH! Behold, I do not know how to speak, 
for I am only a youth." 
-What this means is that this existed as a scroll or fragment to which was appended an 
introductory clause by someone other than Jeremiah. It is not a sin to think these things. 
I’m trying to help us understand these texts.  



-Jer 1: 11 And the word of YHVH came to me, saying, "Jeremiah, what do you see?" 
And I said, "I see an almond branch." 12 Then YHVH said to me, "You have seen well, 
for I am watching over my word to perform it." 13 The word of YHVH came to me a 
second time, saying, "What do you see?" And I said, "I see a boiling pot, facing away 
from the north." 
-Jer 2: 1 The word of YHVH came to me, saying,  
-Jer 7: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from YHVH:  
-This is someone telling us about a word that came to Jeremiah. This will be shown to be 
essential to be able to determine that which is written by Moses or Jeremiah or Daniel or 
Isaiah or Hosea or Amos. It’s all throughout the bible and all it requires for you to 
determine who is writing is to pay careful attention. “These are the words which Moses 
spoke”, were these words merely spoken or were they actually written. Did he read these, 
was it a speech? How did we get and who wrote the book?  
-Deu 1: 1 These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the 
wilderness,  
-This means across the Jordan. This is a clear indication that the narrators frame of 
reference is on the other side of the Jordan from which the words that Moses spoke were 
spoken. That means that the writer of Deuteronomy 1: 1-5 is in Canaan, most likely, on 
the other side than that which Moses was when he spoke these words. According to the 
narrative the children of Israel, according to the chronology of things, have not yet 
crossed over to the other side of the Jordan. And Moses never does. Again, the writer is 
on the west side referring to events that happened earlier on the other side of the Jordan, 
implying a geographical location of the writer. We are reading that it was written later at 
another location from the same bible that others are reading from. The difference is that 
I’m admitting that this is what it says. I’m being very conservative in my approach to the 
biblical text.  
-The narrator is on the west side across the Jordan. The narrator tells us it took place in 
the wilderness, in the Arabah and then it gets very specific, opposite Suph, between Paran 
and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. The problem is we don’t know for certain 
where all of these locations are. A lot of these ancient names have been preserved in 
some of the Arabic names today we think. Khirbet Suph (Sufa) is about 4 miles south-
southeast of Madaba. Tophel was thought to be Et-Tafeleh, about 15 miles southeast of 
the Salt Sea. Laban is considered to be Libnah. Hazeroth is considered to be Ayn al-
Ḥaḍra, northwest of Dhahab. Dizahab is considered to be Dhahab on the eastern coast of 
the delta. All of these places we have to guess, we don’t really know, but the writer of 
Deuteronomy 1:1-5 knows exactly where they are. These are the words that Moses spoke 
here, and he puts us on the map. The one we know with a fair degree of certainty is a 
region on the map known as Paran, which is important in our Horeb and Sinai stories. In 
the wilderness of Paran there’s a Waddi Paran and you can go there today.  
-The narrator next wants to tell us how far it is from Horeb which is the favored name of 
the sacred site for Deuteronomy, elsewhere in the Pentateuch its known almost 
exclusively as Sinai. Deuteronomy uses Sinai one time in a text that’s third person and 
we’ll get to that later. The writer / narrator of Deuteronomy really only knows of a place 
called Horeb. The writer wants us to know that it’s an 11-day journey from Kadesh-
Barnea to Horeb. Unfortunately, we just don’t know where a lot of these locations are for 
sure. This then is followed by a very precise dating of Moses speaking these words.  



-Deu 1: 3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the 
people of Israel according to all that YHVH had given him in commandment to them, 4 
after he had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og the 
king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth and in Edrei. 
-This is precisely 38 years, 8 months, and 20 days from the time that the children of Israel 
left Horeb.  
-Num 10: 11 In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, 
the cloud lifted from over the tabernacle of the testimony, 12 and the people of Israel set 
out by stages from the wilderness of Sinai. And the cloud settled down in the wilderness 
of Paran.  
-The narrator informs us that these are the words that belong to Moses, they are spoken to 
the children of Israel as commanded by God to Moses to Israel. What follows according 
to our narrator, is what God tells Moses to tell Israel. That sets the stage for us and that 
what follows is absolutely important for us to get. The fortieth year, on the first day of the 
eleventh month is after Moses and the children of Israel have defeated Sihon the Amorite 
king which dwells in Heshbon and Og the king of Bashan which dwells in Ashtaroth and 
in Edrei. How much detail does this writer give us? A lot, but its not Moses. Whoever 
wrote this did an excellent job of giving us some background information. The end of the 
narrators opening follows:   
-Deu 1: 5 Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to explain this law, 
saying, 
-It was on the other side and Moses began to explain, expand HaTorah HaZoth – this 
Torah or this teaching. This is the way that Moses’ work actually begins.  
-Deu 1: 6 "YHVH our God said to us in Horeb, 'You have stayed long enough at this 
mountain.  
-When Moses set down to write HaTorah HaZoth – this Torah, the opening words are, 
the LORD our God said to us in Horeb or a form of that phrase. There is no such 
command in Exodus, Leviticus, or in Numbers. In Numbers 10:11 the way that God tells 
them that its time to move is that the cloud lifts and goes and parks in Paran in the 
wilderness. According to Moses, the LORD tells them, you’ve been here long enough, 
turn and go. What is this Torah? Moses undertook to explain, expound, or describe this 
law.   
-Deu 1: 5 Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to explain this law, 
saying,  
-Deu 27: 8 And you shall write on the stones all the words of this law very plainly."  
-In context, this is Moses telling them that when they cross over into the land, set up 
stones and coat them with plaster and write HaTorah HaZoth – this Torah very plainly. 
This is so people can read them. The question is, were they commanded to write Genesis 
1:1 to Deuteronomy 34:12? No, it’s talking about HaTorah HaZoth – this Torah. Torah 
can mean a specific instruction. In Deuteronomy, at all times, HaTorah HaZoth defines 
the Torah that Moses wrote. They are to write it distinctly. When you dig a pit or when 
you are writing, you are defining the edges. This must be written in such a way that it’s 
clearly defined.  
-Hab 2: 2 And YHVH answered me: "Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he 
may run who reads it. 3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the 
end--it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 



-Get a tablet and write very plainly so that someone who reads this can understand. In 
two of these three verses its associated with clearly presenting something in writing. 
Something that’s going to be written or something that is written. In Deuteronomy, 
what’s to be written plainly is HaTorah HaZoth – this Torah, this teaching. Make it plain 
so that the person who reads it can understand it.  
-I propose that what follows, at least in part, is something quite specific, something that is 
to be written plainly and something that was written by Moses in the first person, called 
HaTorah HaZoth – this teaching, instruction, direction. This instruction from God to 
Moses to Israel and to us if we can discern it from the text is meant to be clearly 
communicated so that the reader can run with it.  
-Deu 4: 8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this 
law that I set before you today?  
-Deu 17: 18 "And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in 
a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, 
and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God 
by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them,  
-We never have an account of anybody ever doing this any way. We don’t know that 
David did it or Josiah or his grandfather Hezekiah. We don’t have a record of anybody 
writing a copy of HaTorah HaZoth – this Torah. A lot of people teach on the king, and 
we’ll get there in Deuteronomy 17.  
-Deu 27: 2 And on the day you cross over the Jordan to the land that YHVH your God is 
giving you, you shall set up large stones and plaster them with plaster. 3 And you shall 
write on them all the words of this law, when you cross over to enter the land that YHVH 
your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as YHVH, the God of your 
fathers, has promised you. 
-Deu 27: 8 And you shall write on the stones all the words of this law very plainly."  
-Deu 27: 26 "'Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing 
them.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'  
-Deu 28: 58 "If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this 
book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, YHVH your God,  
-Earlier in today’s class I asked if this is something that Moses is reading or is it speeches 
that he’s speaking that’s not written down yet? Deuteronomy 28 is referring to HaTorah 
HaZoth – this Torah which is written in this scroll. This is one of my evidence’s that 
Moses has written this and in Deuteronomy it’s being presented to the people.  
-Deu 28: 61 Every sickness also and every affliction that is not recorded in the book of 
this law, YHVH will bring upon you, until you are destroyed.  
-There is a written document already. This isn’t Moses going through three speeches and 
someone else jots it down later, he’s actually covering from HaTorah HaZoth – this 
Torah, in a scroll, he’s reading to them the curses and he’s referring to those that aren’t 
written in it.  
-Deu 29: 21 And YHVH will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for calamity, in 
accordance with all the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law.  
-Deu 29: 28 and YHVH uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and great wrath, 
and cast them into another land, as they are this day.' 29 "The secret things belong to 
YHVH our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, 
that we may do all the words of this law.  



-All the words of this teaching, it’s a written document. I want to go through all of these, 
so you understand and we’ll get some clues that it’s a written document, that it is written 
by Moses, that it does give us clues as to what it contains and by reading these we’re 
actually reading parts of this very document in places.  
-Deu 30: 10 when you obey the voice of YHVH your God, to keep his commandments 
and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to YHVH your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul.  
-Deu 31: 9 Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who 
carried the ark of the covenant of YHVH, and to all the elders of Israel. 
-This is very important information because might not have said in his Torah, I’m writing 
this now and I’m giving it to the Levites.  
-Deu 31: 10 And Moses commanded them, "At the end of every seven years, at the set 
time in the year of release, at the Feast of Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear 
before YHVH your God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing.  
-Not only is this something that Moses wrote and gave to the Levites, but he’s also telling 
them that every seven years in the year of release when you come together for Sukkot, 
you’re going to read HaTorah HaZoth – this Torah. This is not talking about Genesis 1:1 
– Deuteronomy 34:12. What you are to read is the scroll that Moses wrote. It’s called 
HaTorah HaZoth – this teaching.  
-Deu 31: 24 When Moses had finished writing the words of this law in a book to the very 
end,  
-Who wrote this? Did Moses write this? Moses did not write this. This is someone telling 
us what Moses wrote, but Moses didn’t write this. Whoever is our helpful narrator, 
they’re telling us, “When Moses had finished writing the words of this law in a book to 
the very end”, the scroll that Moses wrote is done and has already been read to the 
people. Our narrator is now telling us that that scroll is complete. We still have three 
chapters that are left in Deuteronomy and the scroll of the Torah of Moses is done. It’s a 
little book that the Pentateuch tells us about. It’s not the Pentateuch itself.  
-Deu 31: 25 Moses commanded the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of 
YHVH, 26 "Take this Book of the Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of 
YHVH your God, that it may be there for a witness against you.  
-Deu 32: 45 And when Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 46 he 
said to them, "Take to heart all the words by which I am warning you today, that you may 
command them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law.  
-Could Moses have said that? Absolutely he could have said that, but it’s not part of the 
document that he wrote. This is our narrator telling us that Moses said this. That’s the 
way that a lot of the Pentateuch is presented.  
-Jos 1: 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. 
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  
-What is it that should be not allowed to depart from your mouth? What should you be 
meditating on day and night? What should you be careful to do according to all that is 
written in what? HaTorah HaZoth – this teaching. This book of the instruction. The one 
that Moses wrote. The one that was given to the Levites. That our narrator told us all 



these helpful things and information. It’s the content of HaTorah HaZoth that will bring 
blessing or if you choose to ignore it, it brings negative consequences.  
-According to Deuteronomy 1:5, Moses began to explain HaTorah HaZoth – this 
teaching and in Deuteronomy 31 it tells us the story that these words had been written 
down. Several passages within Deuteronomy describe that HaTorah HaZoth – this 
teaching, is a written document on a scroll and these words are very important. If Moses 
wrote down what he spoke, HaTorah HaZoth, what was this? What’s in HaTorah HaZoth 
– this teaching? What’s in, what’s out? What’s part of it, what’s not?  
-I want to know what Moses wrote. Do you want to know why? Because God told Moses 
to tell Israel something and Moses wrote that down. I want to know what that is. What 
was this teaching? What was the Torah that Moses wrote? What did it contain? Can we 
deduce, based on what I’ve covered this far, that maybe a form of HaTorah HaZoth – the 
teaching can be found between Deuteronomy 1:5 where it first mentions HaTorah 
HaZoth and Deuteronomy 31 where is says that he wrote it? If we are good, careful, and 
attentive, maybe we can find what Moses wrote between these two book ends? 
-We know that some of what we’ll read will be in the third person and some of what 
we’ll read will be in the first person. If we focused on discerning different hands and 
voices, would that put us in a closer place to identifying that which Moses wrote and that 
which our helpful narrators are telling us? Yes. Is it possible to find the hand of Moses? 
Moses’ words? I believe that Moses’ words have been included and made part of a larger 
work. Some people call the larger work, the Torah. I’m saying that the Torah is part of a 
larger work. The Torah that Moses wrote is contained and still discernable if you have 
eyes to see and ears to hear. We can find that which was written by Moses and that which 
was to be read and that which was to be written on stones and that which was to be 
guarded in your mouth and in your heart. Can you identify a part of the HaTorah HaZoth 
– the Torah and there is an insertion here from our helpful narrator.  
-Deu 2: 8 So we went on, away from our brothers, the people of Esau, who live in Seir, 
away from the Arabah road from Elath and Ezion-geber. "And we turned and went in the 
direction of the wilderness of Moab. 9 And YHVH said to me, 'Do not harass Moab or 
contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for a possession, 
because I have given Ar to the people of Lot for a possession.' 10 (The Emim formerly 
lived there, a people great and many, and tall as the Anakim. 11 Like the Anakim they are 
also counted as Rephaim, but the Moabites call them Emim. 12 The Horites also lived in 
Seir formerly, but the people of Esau dispossessed them and destroyed them from before 
them and settled in their place, as Israel did to the land of their possession, which YHVH 
gave to them.) 13 'Now rise up and go over the brook Zered.' So we went over the brook 
Zered. 
-We should know and be able to see the difference in what’s going on here. We should be 
able to tell what’s Moses and what’s somebody else. Did you notice anything? Is this 
Moses speaking? “And YHVH said to me” – is that Moses, probably. Verses 10 – 12 
jumps off the page as not being written by Moses. How do we know that Moses didn’t 
write this?  
-One clue in verse 12 notes that Israel did to the land of their possession, which God gave 
to them. Do you realize that God hasn’t possessed the land yet when this is proposed to 
be written? The writer is telling us that these different groups dispossessed the land just 
like Israel did when they went into the land; “as Israel did to the land of their possession.” 



The reader doesn’t even notice that it’s written by someone other than Moses. It’s been 
added to and inserted into this and flows so seamlessly that we almost miss it. It’s not 
written by Moses, and it’s written at a later period.  
-Deu 3: 1 "Then we turned and went up the way to Bashan. And Og the king of Bashan 
came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. 2 But YHVH said to me, 'Do 
not fear him, for I have given him and all his people and his land into your hand. And you 
shall do to him as you did to Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.' 3 So 
YHVH our God gave into our hand Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his people, and 
we struck him down until he had no survivor left. 4 And we took all his cities at that 
time--there was not a city that we did not take from them--sixty cities, the whole region 
of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 5 All these were cities fortified with high walls, 
gates, and bars, besides very many unwalled villages. 6 And we devoted them to 
destruction, as we did to Sihon the king of Heshbon, devoting to destruction every city, 
men, women, and children. 7 But all the livestock and the spoil of the cities we took as 
our plunder. 8 So we took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the 
Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, from the Valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon 9 
(the Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, while the Amorites call it Senir), 10 all the cities of 
the tableland and all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as Salecah and Edrei, cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For only Og the king of Bashan was left of the remnant of 
the Rephaim. Behold, his bed was a bed of iron. Is it not in Rabbah of the Ammonites? 
Nine cubits was its length, and four cubits its breadth, according to the common cubit.) 
12 "When we took possession of this land at that time, I gave to the Reubenites and the 
Gadites the territory beginning at Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, 
and half the hill country of Gilead with its cities. 
-Does anything stand out in that text? We get a lot of information in there of which 
Moses can give us this too, because he does at times. There are a couple of things that 
we’ll look at in a later class in more detail. First, he does talk about beyond the Jordan. Is 
this someone talking from the west? It begins to talk about Og and how Moses defeated 
them. They just defeated them, just now according to the narrative. It tells us in 
Deuteronomy 1:1-5 that Moses reads these words and it’s right after the defeated Sihon 
and Og. It tells us that by the time this is written that you can go see Og’s bed, it’s a big 
bed, it’s nine cubits. It indicates that this particular piece has to be carefully studied 
because it does start off with Moses’ speaking. It reads perfectly if you leave the 
informational script out. But it is interesting information. The narrator wants to interject 
some things that the readers at their time would know. Moses wouldn’t know that the 
later put the bed of Og on display and you could go see how big it was.  
-HaTorah HaZoth – the Torah, is a literary work that the final editor of Deuteronomy tells 
us about. The narrator is very helpful along the way. This HaTorah HaZoth was rehearsed 
in the wilderness, specifically the Arabah, across the Jordan with a very detailed 
description of where this takes place. Very likely a form of HaTorah HaZoth has been 
preserved within the Book of Deuteronomy. It was written down by Moses and entrusted 
to the Levites. It’s a small document and not as big as a Torah scroll today.  
-It was a very small scroll that Moses wrote, and when he finished it to the very end, 
before the Pentateuch is finished, he gave it to the Levites. According to our narrator the 
Levities are told to keep this small scroll beside the ark and is what the children of Israel 
should read in the hearing of all the people every seven years at the festival of Sukkot, 



during the year of release. Did they read Genesis 1:1 through Deuteronomy 34:12? No. 
They read HaTorah HaZoth – the Torah, the teaching. When they crossed into the land, 
they were to write the words of HaTorah HaZoth on stones covered in plaster and that 
was not Genesis 1:1 through Deuteronomy 34:12.  
-I’m telling you that that Torah that Moses wrote is discernable. A form of it is 
discernable in Deuteronomy and only Deuteronomy. Our task if you’re willing to take it 
up with me is to see if we can find HaTorah HaZoth. Along the way we should be able to 
discern different hands. Stick with me, we’ll work through this together and ask the 
questions and taking on these hard issues that most people are too timid to look at. 
They’ll be some clues and we’ll run into some geographical terms and phrases that 
indicate that the writer is somewhere other than the place that the events are described at.  
-As in Deuteronomy 1:1-5, we’ll see things like the writer being on the other side of the 
Jordan that are going to clue us in. We are not going to thrown that out, that’s helpful 
information and we’re thankful to have it. Maybe there will be anachronistic language 
indicating that the writer is writing at a different time other than the time of Moses like 
what we just read in Deuteronomy 2: 8-13. When Deuteronomy ends, they are on the lip 
of the land, they haven’t possessed the land yet. If something before Joshua’s conquest 
tells us about the children of Israel going into the land that’s written later.   
-We’ll see things in the text sometimes that might look like they’re part of what Moses is 
saying but we’ll know that these things were not know in the time of Moses. We’ll be 
able to identify this anachronistic language and tell that something is out of place with the 
contemporary times of Moses. Yes, I want to identify what did Moses write? I also want 
to be honest and say, Moses did not write this narrative, I’m talking authorship. Tradition 
or not we have an obligation, you have an obligation, I have an obligation to be honest to 
Moses and to be honest to yourself.  
-If you’re defending that Moses wrote the five books of Moses from Genesis 1:1 through 
Deuteronomy 34:12 and you think that you’re defending Moses or God, you’re not 
defending anything but your tradition. In fact, you find yourself in opposition to truth 
when you say that. That’s what happens. We have to be honest to Moses and honest to 
ourselves. Join me next week, same time, same channel, come back next week.  
 
Shabbat Shalom – Shavua Tov, Have a beautiful week! 
 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
 
AUGUST 6, 2022 
This week’s Torah Portion Devarim: “Words” (Deuteronomy 1:1 – 3:22) Veiled rebuke, 
The command to leave Horeb, Leaders and judges appointed, The mission of the spies, 
Esau, Moab, God commands Israel to march toward the land, Israel’s refusal to enter the 
land, The penalty for Israel’s refusal, The wilderness years, The defeat of King Sihon and 
King Og, The inheritance of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh. 
 
“Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/


UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – (2022): Tabor / Nichols Israel Tour (October 21 – 
November 1, 2022); https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; 
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-Tanakh Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor / Singer / Portnay (November 3 – 11, 2022) & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4iF9xAkeDI & 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/ 
-Biblical Jordan Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor (November 13 – 21, 2022)  
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-jordan-tour/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qttiwAhxPWQ  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-jordan-tour/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qttiwAhxPWQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured

