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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 – October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
of the words of the Bible’s first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.  
-We are talking about some of the theological motifs and some of the things that inspire 
and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We are also 
talking about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how the Pentateuch came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
-We are currently talking about the Book of Deuteronomy and working through a sub-
series called “These are Moses’s Words”. Be prepared to be challenged with the text 
itself because Deuteronomy is vastly different. Deuteronomy is also known as Devarim 
“Words”, and begins, “these are the words which Moses spoke.” These opening words 
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are not the words of Moses but let us know that that which follows are. Our current study 
will help us identify and make a distinction between the words which Moses spoke and 
the voice or hand of someone else. This will be very clear and challenging for some, but 
what we do here will be respectful and in a humble way.  
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Today’s Torah portion is Re-eh and it means, “To See” and runs from Deuteronomy 
11:26 – 16:17.  
-Deu 11: 26 "See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27 the blessing, if 
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28 
and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn 
aside from the way that I am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have 
not known. 29 And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it, you shall set the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the 
curse on Mount Ebal. 30 Are they not beyond the Jordan, west of the road, toward the 
going down of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite 
Gilgal, beside the oak of Moreh? 31 For you are to cross over the Jordan to go in to take 
possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you. And when you possess it 
and live in it, 32 you shall be careful to do all the statutes and the rules that I am setting 
before you today.  
-This begins today’s Torah portion and Moses is describing a ceremony that’s going to 
take place once they cross the Jordan and go into the land. He’s facing west and says that 
its in the direction of the going down of the sun. The ceremony will involve putting the 
blessings on one mount, which is right there, and the curses on the other mount. We’ll 
have to put a pause right here because its as if the text is interrupted. Then there’s a total 
change of direction, context, and content and he begins talking about something else for 
the next 15 chapters; Deuteronomy 12 - 26. After this interruption, then we’ll pick back 
up again with the blessings and the curses.  
-Deu 27: 1 Now Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, "Keep the 
whole commandment that I command you today. 2 And on the day you cross over the 
Jordan to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall set up large stones 
and plaster them with plaster. 3 And you shall write on them all the words of this law, 
when you cross over to enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you. 4 
And when you have crossed over the Jordan, you shall set up these stones, concerning 
which I command you today, on Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them with plaster. 
-This interesting lead in (Third Person) brings us back to the subject that was interrupted 
at the end of chapter 11. Chapter 12 – 26 change gears on us and I’ll touch briefly on this 
in the coming days. In these 15 chapters we have varied legal matters, laws, statutes, and 
judgements etc. Here we are struck with material we’ve never seen before and much of it 
is not contained elsewhere in the Pentateuch. It’s not contained in material that was 
delivered at Horeb / Sinai. It’s not contained in the priestly material in Leviticus and 
Numbers. It’s just new. Some call this, the Deuteronomic Law Code or the Law Code of 
Deuteronomy.  
-There are some things in this Law Code of Deuteronomy that are comparable with the 
same legal matter that’s presented elsewhere, primarily in Exodus and Numbers. There 



are differences in the material presented in Deuteronomy and as its presented elsewhere 
in the Pentateuch. Some of the terms and phrases we find in the Deuteronomy Law Code 
differ significantly from what we’ve read elsewhere. 
-We already know that there is a diet presented to us in Leviticus 11, it’s a very detailed 
priestly version of the required diet, that which is allowed and that which is not. We also 
get some similarities and differences in Deuteronomy 14. Why is this presented twice, 
particularly if the same author is responsible for both versions? How about the festivals? 
We typically think of Exodus, Leviticus 23, Numbers 28-29, and then we get 
Deuteronomy 16: 1-17 which is another version of the festivals. How many of you in the 
Torah Faith movement have ever been in a debate of the keeping of a festival in the right 
way? The reason we have debates is because of the text themselves. They generate by 
their complexity and because of the differences between the two. The choice of words 
and vocabulary often create this sort of attention within the text which yields this sort of 
debate within the communities.  
-One of the main points that we find in Deuteronomy’s Law Code that is strikingly 
different than anything else we’ve seen deals with sacrifices. The sacrificial system 
according to Deuteronomy’s Law Code is very different than anything we’ve seen. It 
stems from three phrases in English; 1) the place that YHVH your God has chosen; 2) his 
name is there; and 3) his name dwells there. There is something about the sacrificial 
system at a designated spot for centralized worship.  
-Deu 12: 5 But you shall seek the place that the LORD your God will choose out of all 
your tribes to put his name and make his habitation there. There you shall go,  
-Deu 12: 11 then to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name 
dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow 
offerings that you vow to the LORD.  
-Deu 12: 21 If the place that the LORD your God will choose to put his name there is too 
far from you, then you may kill any of your herd or your flock, which the LORD has 
given you, as I have commanded you, and you may eat within your towns whenever you 
desire.  
-Deu 12: 14 but at the place that the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, there you 
shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.  
-Deu 12: 26 But the holy things that are due from you, and your vow offerings, you shall 
take, and you shall go to the place that the LORD will choose,  
-Deu 14: 23 And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make 
his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, 
and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the LORD your God 
always. 24 And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, 
when the LORD your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the 
LORD your God chooses, to set his name there, 25 then you shall turn it into money and 
bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the LORD your God chooses… 
-Deu 15: 20 You shall eat it, you and your household, before the LORD your God year 
by year at the place that the LORD will choose.  
-Deu 16: 2 And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to the LORD your God, from the 
flock or the herd, at the place that the LORD will choose, to make his name dwell there. 



-Deu 16: 6 but at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell 
in it, there you shall offer the Passover sacrifice, in the evening at sunset, at the time you 
came out of Egypt.  
-Deu 16: 11 And you shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your son and 
your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the Levite who is within your 
towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are among you, at the place that 
the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there. 
-Deu 16: 15 For seven days you shall keep the feast to the LORD your God at the place 
that the LORD will choose, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your 
produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be altogether joyful. 16 "Three 
times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that he 
will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of 
Booths. They shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed.  
-Deu 17: 8 "If any case arises requiring decision between one kind of homicide and 
another, one kind of legal right and another, or one kind of assault and another, any case 
within your towns that is too difficult for you, then you shall arise and go up to the place 
that the LORD your God will choose. 
-Deu 17: 10 Then you shall do according to what they declare to you from that place that 
the LORD will choose. And you shall be careful to do according to all that they direct 
you.  
-Deu 18: 6 "And if a Levite comes from any of your towns out of all Israel, where he 
lives--and he may come when he desires--to the place that the LORD will choose,  
-Deu 26: 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you 
harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a 
basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his 
name to dwell there.  
-We find this material over and over again and we don’t find this material anywhere else. 
Here we find the idea of cult centralization, the chosen place, the place where his name 
dwells, and the place where his name is. This idea of centralized worship is only found in 
the Book of Deuteronomy, particularly in the law code. The way that people understood 
this idea of cult centralization in later biblical literature is that they associated this place, 
the place that God will choose, the place where his name is, and the place where his name 
dwells. They associated that with Jerusalem, but there are places along the way according 
to some. It was considered at Shiloh for 369 years and it later goes to other places.  
-Jer 7: 12 Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at first, 
and see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel.  
-When the children of Israel crossover in Deuteronomy 27 it says that they were to set up 
these stones. At this place they were also to build an altar after reading in Deuteronomy 
12 – 26 that the entire system is looking forward to another place. It’s only in the Law 
Code of Deuteronomy that we find any reference, within Deuteronomy, to the sacrificial 
cult. We will go over this material in the next few weeks in great detail.   
-Today, I want to focus on some things within Deuteronomy that are exclusive to 
Deuteronomy. We could refer to this material as Moses’ Greatest Hits or the greatest 
stuff from Moses which constitute the pure ethical monotheism and a faith which is 
doable now. I believe it’s an indicator that this material is authentically Moses. It’s 
ancient and it’s sanctioned by the creator.  



-Deu 10: 12 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear 
the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the commandments and statutes 
of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good? 14 Behold, to the 
LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. 
15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after 
them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of 
your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and 
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes 
no bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, 
giving him food and clothing. 19 Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners 
in the land of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and 
hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. He is your God, 
who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 22 Your 
fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now the LORD your God has made you 
as numerous as the stars of heaven. 
-That is one of the most powerful sections of text in all of the bible. What is it that God 
would ask from us? 1) Fear YHVH your God; 2) Walk in all his ways; 3) To love him; 4) 
To serve YHVH your God with all your heart and with all your soul; 5) To guard the 
commandments of YHVH and the statutes that I am commanding you today for your 
good always. Then it describes that God to whom we owe what he’s asked for. It’s a very 
active form of faith that is only found in Deuteronomy and it’s radically different. It gets 
into this idea of circumcision of the heart, and it applies to men and women. In 
Deuteronomy, faith is a matter of the heart. That doesn’t mean that there is no action 
involved. It requires action that’s based in a commanded love. Is God asking for ritual? 
No! What he’s asking for sounds familiar to what we find in Micah.  
-Mic 6: 6 "With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on 
high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the 
LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 8 He 
has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  
-Hos 6: 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than 
burnt offerings.  
-What does God really desire of us? Is it ritual or is it a pure, ethical, monotheism that 
can be discerned and done apart from this ritual aspect? I think that it can. This is 
troubling to some people who say, but what about all the sacrifices and Ezekiel 43 – 48? 
We’re going to rebuild the temple and offer sacrifices again. Some might ask, why the 
sacrifices and where did they come from? The idea that the prophets have this problem 
with sacrifices, with ritual, is evident on almost every page.  
-Jer 7: 21 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Add your burnt offerings to 
your sacrifices, and eat the flesh. 22 For in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. 23 But this command I gave them: 'Obey my voice, and I will be your God, 
and you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be 
well with you.' 24 But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own 



counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 
25 From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have 
persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day.  
-God says in no uncertain terms that when the children of Israel left Egypt, he didn’t 
command them concerning sacrifices and burnt offerings.  
-Amo 5: 25 "Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the 
wilderness, O house of Israel?  
-Eze 20: 25 Moreover, I gave them statutes that were not good and rules by which they 
could not have life, 26 and I defiled them through their very gifts in their offering up all 
their firstborn, that I might devastate them. I did it that they might know that I am the 
LORD.  
-What I want to talk about today, contrasting that ritualistic approach to God, is there 
within the bible a heart-based approach to God that works apart from this pure, ethical, 
monotheistic faith that works apart from any tent, tabernacle, or temple? None of those 
are mentioned in Deuteronomy. It’s been more than 2,000 years since the last ritual house 
was destroyed. We have had to find for more than two millennium a bloodless approach 
to God. A pure, ethical, monotheism that’s achievable, undefiled, authentic, and original. 
So, what’s God asking from us? Let’s start with what he says.  
1) Fear YHVH Your God 
-Later biblical figures have said, the beginning of wisdom is to fear God. What does that 
mean? Nowhere else up to this point in Deuteronomy is the demand from God to a people 
to fear him. To fear God means to be in awe, to be awestruck with reverence, not quaking 
in fear. You will find the word fear in English and Hebrew before this, but I’m talking 
about a demand from God placed on his people to have an awe, reverential respect that’s 
on the awe side of things. That only comes in Deuteronomy.  
-Deu 4: 10 how on the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the 
LORD said to me, 'Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that 
they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach 
their children so.'  
-Deu 5: 29 Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my 
commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants forever!  
-Deu 6: 2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, 
by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of 
your life, and that your days may be long.  
-Deu 6: 13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name 
you shall swear.  
-Deu 6: 24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our 
God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day.  
-Deu 8: 6 So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his 
ways and by fearing him.  
-Deu 10: 12 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear 
the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul,  
-Deu 14: 23 And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make 
his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, 



and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the LORD your God 
always.  
-Deu 17: 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he 
may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these 
statutes, and doing them,  
-Deu 28: 58 "If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this 
book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, the LORD your God,  
-Deu 31: 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the 
LORD your God, as long as you live in the land that you are going over the Jordan to 
possess."  
-Deu 31: 10 And Moses commanded them, "At the end of every seven years, at the set 
time in the year of release, at the Feast of Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear 
before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before 
all Israel in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the 
sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, 
and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not 
known it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land 
that you are going over the Jordan to possess."  
2) Walk in All His Ways 
-Here, Moses commands that the teaching, this Torah, would be read in the hearing of all 
the people. They are to hear the word of this teaching so that they can get into this faith 
relationship that’s based on awe and respect first. You shall fear. You won’t find this 
anywhere else. The next thing in Deuteronomy is to walk in his ways. You would think 
that this is everywhere in the Pentateuch. We do have the idea that Abraham, Noah, and 
Enoch walked with God, but the phrase to walk in all his ways is only found in 
Deuteronomy.  
-Deu 5: 33 You shall walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, 
that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the 
land that you shall possess.  
-Deu 8: 6 So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his 
ways and by fearing him.  
-Deu 11: 22 For if you will be careful to do all this commandment that I command you to 
do, loving the LORD your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him,  
-Deu 13: 4 You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his 
commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him.  
-Deu 19: 9 provided you are careful to keep all this commandment, which I command 
you today, by loving the LORD your God and by walking ever in his ways--then you 
shall add three other cities to these three,  
-Deu 26: 17 You have declared today that the LORD is your God, and that you will walk 
in his ways, and keep his statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his 
voice.  
-Deu 28: 9 The LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to 
you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways.  
-Deu 30: 16 If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 



commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the 
LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.  
3) Love YHVH Your God with All Your Heart and Soul 
-You’ve heard me say to love God, in several passages. You realized that commanded 
love from God to his people, just like the fear, the reverential awe that’s commanded, just 
like walking in his ways, the love of God is only found in Deuteronomy. The demand to 
love God. How can you command love? In the Ten Words, Exodus 20:6 and 
Deuteronomy 5:10, you do read the benefits of those who love God and guard his 
commandments. I’m talking about the specific command placed by God on his people.  
Love YHVH with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your everything that is 
not one of these two. When there is love, the idea is that it’s reciprocal.  
-Deu 6: 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might.  
-Deu 7: 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a 
thousand generations,  
-Deu 7: 12 "And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your 
God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 
13 He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of your 
womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of 
your herds and the young of your flock, in the land that he swore to your fathers to give 
you.  
-Deu 10: 15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring 
after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16 Circumcise therefore the 
foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.  
-Deu 11: 1 "You shall therefore love the LORD your God and keep his charge, his 
statutes, his rules, and his commandments always.  
-Deu 11: 13 "And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, 
to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul,  
-The love, from the people is demanded from God from them, when they do that, the 
blessings come. The blessings of God are contingent upon the love for God.  
-Deu 11: 22 For if you will be careful to do all this commandment that I command you to 
do, loving the LORD your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him,  
-Deu 13: 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For 
the LORD your God is testing you, to know whether you love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul.  
-The whole reason for the test of the false prophet is to see if you really love God. If you 
really love God, you’re going to know there’s some tests to know whether or not this is 
false prophet.  
-Deu 19: 9 provided you are careful to keep all this commandment, which I command 
you today, by loving the LORD your God and by walking ever in his ways--then you 
shall add three other cities to these three,  
-Deu 30: 6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, that you may live.  



-Deu 30: 16 If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the 
LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 
-Deu 30: 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for 
he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them."  
-You see how the demand from God to love leads to the blessing that he bestows on those 
who love him and guard his commandments. It’s all tied together. You can’t just say, I 
love God. If you love someone, you’re going to do things that make them happy and 
pleases them. It’s a matter of the heart. We should chase after God and seek to do that 
which please him. That’s love.  
4) Serve YHVH Your God with All Your Heart and Soul 
-This idea of serving goes back to Egypt. This part is prominent and found in Exodus. 
Moses at Horeb it told, go tell Pharaoh, let my people go. Why? So that they can serve 
me. Send forth my people so that they can serve me.  
-Exo 4: 23 and I say to you, "Let my son go that he may serve me." If you refuse to let 
him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son.'"  
-Exo 7: 16 And you shall say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to 
you, saying, "Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness." But so far, 
you have not obeyed.  
-Exo 8: 1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says 
the LORD, "Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
-Exo 8: 20 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Rise up early in the morning and present 
yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, 
"Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
-Exo 9: 1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says 
the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, "Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
-Exo 9: 13 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Rise up early in the morning and present 
yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 
"Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
-Exo 10: 3 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, "Thus says the 
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 'How long will you refuse to humble yourself before 
me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
-Exo 10: 26 Our livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we 
must take of them to serve the LORD our God, and we do not know with what we must 
serve the LORD until we arrive there."  
-Exo 23: 25 You shall serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your bread and your 
water, and I will take sickness away from among you.  
-Deu 6: 13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name 
you shall swear.  
-The Torah commands making an oath. You are encouraged to read Ross’s blog post: 
Swearing by the Name of YHVH – Blog Post. https://rossknichols.com/swearing-by-
the-name-of-yhvh/ 
-Deu 10: 20 You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to 
him, and by his name you shall swear.  
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-Deu 11: 13 "And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, 
to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, 
14 he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that 
you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil.  
-See how the blessing is connected with this pure, ethical, monotheistic faith that’s 
described only in Deuteronomy and is to be able to be done without any additional ritual. 
You can do it now. You don’t have to have a temple rebuilt.  
-Deu 13: 4 You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his 
commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him.  
-Deu 28: 47 Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness 
of heart, because of the abundance of all things, 48 therefore you shall serve your 
enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and 
lacking everything. And he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed 
you.  
5) Guard the Commandments of YHVH 
-If you don’t serve God with all your heart and soul with joy and gladness of heart, 
you’re wasting your breath. Deuteronomy, nineteen times has the prohibition of serving 
other gods. You’ve heard over and over in these passages the importance of guarding the 
commandments. Years ago, I taught a class on something I found only in Deuteronomy, 
four verbs that occur repeatedly in the texts, listen, learn, guard, and do. One of Ross’s 
teachings on this topic can be found here.  
-Listen, Learn, Guard, and Do (Obey the Voice of YHVH; All That YHVH has 
Spoken, We Will Do and we Will Hear; Always Listen First; Listen – Learn – Guard – 
Do in This Order; A Pattern of Holiness; The Oldest and Greatest Sin; Blessings and 
Curses; Guard to Do the Commandments; Doing the Torah/Teaching) 
May 26, 2018 – Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/listen-learn-guard-and-do/   
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/2040567762830495   
-You are to listen. You are to transfer that knowledge. You are to guard / keep. You are 
to do. Repeatedly, you’ll hear this word to guard in the Book of Deuteronomy which 
occurs 48 times. The word listen occurs 80+ times. There is a caution that only exists in 
Deuteronomy, don’t add to, or take away from what I’m commanding you.  
-Deu 4: 2 You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you 
may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.  
-Deu 12: 32 "Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not 
add to it or take from it.  
-Many are finding their way into what they call Torah Faith. That’s good! People for 
generations in certain religions and faiths were taught a negative appraisal of the Torah, 
of the law, of the teaching. Now they are going back to derive from these texts, the faith 
that I should be walking out. That’s great, but when they do that, they discover that 
there’re are elements, laws, statutes, and commandments that simply can’t be done. Some 
of these are defined within the text as eternal. What are we to do? If you believe that the 
teaching presents for us an eternal monotheistic, ethical, pure undefiled faith, what is it? 
If there are ritual elements intermixed with this faith, how are we to look at those? The 
fundamentalist / traditionalist doesn’t really have an answer. They think and say that they 
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do, but they don’t. You can’t be Torah faithful in every sense of the text, but there are 
texts where you can say, I can do that.  
-Why is it that there are certain elements that can be done and that people who recognize 
the beauty and are able to discern certain elements from the text? Why are there some 
elements that haven’t been able to be done in 2,000 years, some of which it says are 
eternal? What can we do? What is it that God asks of you and seeks from you? Wouldn’t 
it be great if we could do everything that God asks of us and seeks from us? What if that 
were doable?  
-If we look at the broadness of the categories and we look at a pure, ethical, monotheism 
apart from ritual, and we also look at the ritual aspects, we can’t do any of the ritual 
aspects of it. Did God ever want that from the beginning? Micah says no. Jeremiah says 
no. Hosea says no. What if Moses says no? What if Moses presented for us, in his words 
a pure monotheistic religion apart from blood and ritual?  Perhaps if something that’s 
been apart or absent from the realm of possibility for 2,000 years, you have to wonder is 
it really something God’s asking for or seeks from us? Is it something that God desires? 
Is it something that God needs? Was it something that God gave that wasn’t good, but 
was meant to horrify us?  
-Eze 20: 25 Moreover, I gave them statutes that were not good and rules by which they 
could not have life, 26 and I defiled them through their very gifts in their offering up all 
their firstborn, that I might devastate them. I did it that they might know that I am the 
LORD.  
-Next week, we’re going to begin our study of the Law Code, 15 chapters of legal 
material. Was this part of the original Deuteronomy, or was it the original book? Some 
scholars propose that Deuteronomy 12 – 26 constitutes the original law code. Is that 
right? If it is, why does it have different versions and details than other texts within the 
Pentateuch? We are going to get into some good topics. Deuteronomy 17 talks about the 
monarchy, did God ever want a king? Is this what he envisioned for us?   
-What if the things that God wants and asks for, we can do it right now, would you do it? 
What if we can read in certain texts that there are things that God does not want? If God 
doesn’t desire sacrifice, should we desire sacrifice? All of these questions and there’s one 
book that has the answers. Some people read a part of the book and ignore other parts. 
We are looking at it all and putting it side by side where there are seeming disagreements 
or discrepancies and we’re weighing that out. When I ask you what is it that God asks 
for, how would you respond?  
-Deu 10: 12 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear 
the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the commandments and statutes 
of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good?  
-That is what God wants and it’s only in Deuteronomy where those elements not only 
occur, but they also occur repeatedly. 
 
Shabbat Shalom – Shavua Tov, join us next week! 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
 
AUGUST 27, 2022 



This week’s Torah Portion Reeh: “Behold!” (Deuteronomy 11:26 – 16:17) Love and 
serve YHVH, Blessing and curse, YHVH’s chosen place of worship, Sanctity of the land, 
Private altars, Warning against idolatry, Permission to eat redeemed offerings, Sacred 
foods consumed only in Jerusalem, Permission to eat unconsecrated meat, General 
principles of observance, The prohibition against copying the rites of the Canaanites, A 
false prophet, One who entices others to go astray, The wayward city, A treasured people, 
Permitted and forbidden food, The second tithe, Remission of loans, Being warmhearted 
and open handed to our brethren, The Jewish bondsman, The sabbatical year, The 
Pilgrimage Festivals, Passover, The Feast of Weeks, The Feast of Booths, Come to 
Jerusalem with offerings. 
 
“Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – (2022): Tabor / Nichols Israel Tour (October 21 – 
November 1, 2022); https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; 
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-Tanakh Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor / Singer / Portnay (November 3 – 11, 2022) & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4iF9xAkeDI & 
https://www.tanakhtours.com/tanakh-tour-november-2021/ 
-Biblical Jordan Tour – (2022): Nichols / Vandor (November 13 – 21, 2022)  
https://www.tanakhtours.com/biblical-jordan-tour/  
-James Tabor YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/jamestaborvideos  
-Ross K. Nichols YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9-
ZXSjHKN6L0N4EbjhJ2fA  
-UIWU YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/featured  
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