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The Pentateuch: A New Look — To the Torah and The Testimony Part One — Class
Twenty-One (To the Torah and The Testimony; To Chirp and Mutter — There is No Light
in Them; Go to The Teaching (Torah) and to The Testimony; What is the Testimony; The
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Ark Made by Moses; The Little Book That Moses Wrote; The Book of Revelation’s
Temple of the Tent of the Testimony in Heaven; Hertz Commentary — The Decalogue;
The Word of Our God Endures Forever; The Ten Matters; What Happened to the Ark)

February 12, 2022 — Dr. James D. Tabor

Torah Portion: Tetzaveh: “You Shall Command” — Exodus 27:20 — 30:10
Haftarah Reading: Ezekiel 43:10-27

Audio/Video Links:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PASNZNEHWs
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/the-pentateuch-a-new-look-to-the-torah-and-
the-testimony-part-one-class-twenty-one/

Teaching Notes Link:
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022.2.12-The-
Pentateuch-A-New-Look-To-The-Torah-and-The Testimony-Part-One -Class-
Twenty-One.pdf

TODAY’S INTRODUCTION

-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone,
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.

-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year
5782 (October 2021 — October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study
of the words of the Bible’s first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.

-We’re going to talk about some of the theological motifs and some of the things that
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We’ll
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?
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TEACHING NOTES

-Today’s class on The Pentateuch — A New Look is on Torah portion Tetzaveh, (Exodus
27:20 — 30:10) which is translated, “You Shall Command”. This is the eighth reading in
the annual Torah cycle of readings from the Book of Exodus, the Book of Names. In
today’s class we are still at Horeb where we will be until the Book of Numbers 10:11
which tells us that at that time, in the second year and the 20™ day of the second month,
the cloud lifts and moves. And when it moves, the children of Israel depart from the
Wilderness of Sinai.

-Today we have a very interesting study that hopefully will be meaningful to you all.
Happy Sabbath to all of you. I’d like to call today’s class To Torah and Testimony — Part
1. I plan to give Part 2 of this class on the last Saturday in April during the Annual UTWU
Conference in Saint Francisville, LA.

-Isa 8: 16 Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples.

-1 guess someone is being addressed here. Bind up the testimony and seal the teaching
among my disciples. I want to talk about the teaching, Torah in Hebrew, and the
testimony. In Hebrew, the word testimony translates in to English as to testify, or to
assert or say something.

-Isa 8: 17 I will wait for YHVH, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I
will hope in him.

-This is written during a time right before the Assyrian exile around the reign of Ahab as
noted in Isaiah 7, where we have reference to the hiding of the face that we associate with
both exiles. This is the first one, the Assyrian exile, of the northern house of Israel, the
Joseph and Ephraimite tribes. I will wait for YHVH whose hiding his face from the house
of Jacob. During that period of the hiding of the face someone might say to you, if you’re
one of the disciples who is bound to the testimony and the teaching...

-Isa 8: 19 And when they say to you, "Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who
chirp and mutter," should not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the
dead on behalf of the living?

-To chirp and mutter, we have two Hebrew words here, one refers to spirits that people
contact, the spirits of the dead, sometimes the people who do that are called mediums.
The other word is formed from to know, people who claim to know, I can tell you what’s
on the other side, in the world to come. When people say to you, that’s the way to be in
touch with the divine, Isaiah is saying, wait — should not a people consult their God,
Elohim, the force of all forces?

-Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? In biblical thinking — idols are
dead, so any kind of images of God or any forces of nature that you might pray to. This is
actually trying to address the practice of trying to consult some sort of spirit guides, or
the dead or some other entities, because God is not speaking. Amos who is also writing
around the same time talks about the famine of the word.

-Isa 8: 20 To the teaching and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this
word, it is because they have no dawn.

-The idea there is to go to the teaching and the testimony. Don’t go to the mediums and
the whisperers, go to the teaching and to the testimony. There is no light in them, if you
look towards these wizards who claim to be in touch with the other world. Surely for this
word which they speak there is no dawn. There is not going to be a morning for you,
shedding light on your questions. So, bind up the testimony and seal the teaching among



your learners, disciples. Then later during the hiding of the face, go to the teaching and
the testimony. What is the testimony? What is the teaching? The teaching is some form of
what we call the Torah. So, what is the testimony?

-Deu 32: 20 And he said, 'T will hide my face from them; I will see what their end will be,
for they are a perverse generation, children in whom is no faithfulness.

-1 will hide my face from them and will see what their end will be. The hiding of the face,
I will wait for YHVH who is hiding his face from the house of Israel. Isaiah 8 and
Deuteronomy 32 is where I wanted to start talking about that.

-In last week’s teaching “Terumah” and this week’s teaching “Tetzaveh” it takes you
through a range of material from Exodus 25 through 30 into next week. You do find in
those sections an answer to the question that I’'m asking, particularly, what is this
testimony?

-Exo 25: 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that [ may dwell in their midst.

-Let them make for me a miqdash, that I may dwell among them. Shakan, to dwell,
Shekinah, the idea of the presence. Ross talked about the Tavnit, the plan for making the
mishkan. Usually, people go right to the idea of the temple, and they talk about it and
want to rebuild it. Ross referred to Jeremiah 6 and 7 where people are talking about the
temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD as if a building is somehow the point. The
mishkan has nothing to do with the building, just a little to do with a tent, but only
because you have a meeting with the face. The hiding of the face is the idea that the face
will not manifest itself anymore. It doesn’t mean God’s end of the world, but it does
mean that there’s a level of presence that is not being manifested on the planet during the
hiding of the face. There can be prophets and people can have dreams, and visions, and
revelations and all forms of inspiration, but there won’t be the faces, we have two sides to
our face.

-In Numbers 12, remember there is a criticism of Moses by Miriam his sister and Aaron
his brother, but we’re not told the nature of that criticism, so people speculate all kinds of
things, whatever the reason they’re very upset. YHVH, the nameless one, will-is-was,
aheye-asher-aheye, Hashem — the name speaks and says, come out you three to the tent of
meeting. Come out to the temporary dwelling, ohel, where you meet God.

-Num 12: 4 And suddenly YHVH said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, "Come out,
you three, to the tent of meeting." And the three of them came out. 5 And YHVH came
down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and
Miriam, and they both came forward.

-Then YHVH came down in a standing cloud pillar, at night it looks like fire and glows,
and in the daytime, it looks like a cloud. In a lot of our artwork, it’s pictured like 40 feet
tall or something like that, reaching up to the heavens, but from this passage and quite a
few others it is the presence / face coming down and manifesting itself and stationing or
standing in front of the door of the tent of meeting. It seems like it’s the presence, maybe
of someone about the size of a human being, but this person is encapsulated or enshrined
in this pillar and the pillar can go up and down and so forth.

-Exo 13: 21 And YHVH went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along
the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day
and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart
from before the people.



-Exo 16: 10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of
Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of YHVH appeared in
the cloud.

-The idea of the pillar of the cloud is to mask or shade the glory / presence of YHVH.
The pillar comes down and stands in front of the tent of the tent of meeting and the pillar
speaks and says that if there’s a prophet, or someone who gets a dream, this is contrasted
with the higher revelation of the pillar that comes to Moses’ face to face, mouth to mouth.
-Num 11: 25 Then YHVH came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of
the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

-Num 12: 5 And YHVH came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the
tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward.

-Exo 33: 9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at
the entrance of the tent, and YHVH would speak with Moses.

-Moses would take the tent, ohel, this is not the later mishkan that’s built with the curtain
around it and all of the poles and so forth. This is an earlier tent, an earlier tradition.
Moses would take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, some distance from the camp,
and it was called the tent of meeting, the ohel moed.

-Exo 33: 10 And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of
the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus YHVH
used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned
again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart
from the tent.

-Deu 31: 14 And YHVH said to Moses, "Behold, the days approach when you must die.
Call Joshua and present yourselves in the tent of meeting, that I may commission him."
And Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting. 15 And
YHVH appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of cloud stood over the
entrance of the tent.

-The key to tabernacle, mishkan, the key to the idea of the shekinah, or the dwelling, is
the idea of the presence, the face. Wherever the presence, cloud-pillar is, especially in a
tent of meeting, because that’s when someone has an appointment, it’s a rendezvous with
YHVH. Whenever that happens you have the tent of meeting operating so to speak with
the cloud. So, let’s see how this is connected with the Torah and the testimony.

-Exo0 25: 16 And you shall put into the ark the testimony that I shall give you.

-Into the ark, the ark is a box that can even be used for a coffin. The ark of the covenant
is a box. If the box has something in it then it’s significant. If it’s empty, what is the box
for or holding? Don’t focus too much on the box. The ark of the testimony. What we
need to explore here is what is the testimony? If you know what the testimony in English
it would be edut, in Hebrew it would be ayin-daleth-tav. In Exodus 25 you’re to put the
adut into the ark as a testimony.

-Exo 16: 33 And Moses said to Aaron, "Take a jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and
place it before YHVH to be kept throughout your generations." 34 As YHVH
commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the testimony to be kept.

-Here a jar of manna is put in the box. The instruction is to put it in the ark in front of the
adut. There are 40 references to the adut and it’s consistent and the meaning is always the
same in these contexts and it’s something concrete that’s associated with the box. In fact,



it’s the reason for the box, it holds the adut. Then you can put other things in like the rod
of Aaron that’s put in the box with the adut. The jar of manna is put in the box with the
adut.

-Everybody thinks of the box that’s built in the upcoming Torah portions as gold-plated,
and made of acacia wood, and has these cherubim on top, that is a form of the box that’s
recorded in the book of Exodus, but there’s a tradition of an earlier box. It’s that box that
you probably want to focus on, and that box is probably in the bigger box to protect it and
allow it to be transported. James has written about the “other” ark of the covenant.
https://jamestabor.com/that-other-ark-of-the-covenant/

-Exo 30: 6 And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the testimony,
in front of the mercy seat that is above the testimony, where I will meet with you.

-Here there’s mention of the cover, sometimes called the mercy seat, which is a bad
translation, it just means the covering. That’s over the adut where I will meet with you.
Notice that that connects to the meeting, there’s something about the box and the adut
inside the box and it has a gold-plated covering over it and it’s above between the two
cherubim, where I will meet with you. This is a modification of that tent where Moses
would be outside of the camp, and he would go inside and see the form/image of YHVH
and meet with him. Here, it’s being more regulated as they’re building this larger
mishkan. The whole point of the mishkan is that I may dwell.

-Exo 30: 36 You shall beat some of it very small, and put part of it before the testimony
in the tent of meeting where I shall meet with you. It shall be most holy for you. 37 And
the incense that you shall make according to its composition, you shall not make for
yourselves. It shall be for you holy to YHVH.

-Exo 31: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is on
it, and all the furnishings of the tent,

-This 1s when the larger box is made. To make the tent of meeting and the ark for the
adut. You see how important this adut is?

-Lev 24: 2 "Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the
lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly. 3 Outside the veil of the testimony, in
the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to morning before YHVH
regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations.

-Num 9: 15 On the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle,
the tent of the testimony. And at evening it was over the tabernacle like the appearance of
fire until morning.

-The entire tabernacle, the tent of meeting, is called the tent of the adut. The idea is that
you meet, there’s this tent of moed. What is the tent of the moed? It’s the tent of the adut.
We really need to know and think about the adut. What is the adut?

-Exo 31: 18 And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount
Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.
-If you didn’t know before, now you know. A tablet, literally a surface of stone to write
on.

-Exo 32: 15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of
the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the
back they were written. 16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God, engraved on the tablets.
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-We’ve just read that the tablets contained the adut, the writing of God of what we call
the ten words, or the decalogue. Those tablets were broken, and another set is later made.
Let me talk a little bit about the box from the tradition not of the ark in Exodus with the
gold plates and the cherubim and the cover. Let’s call it the first ark, the ark that was
made by Moses, it’s a different tradition.

-Deu 10: 1 "At that time YHVH said to me, 'Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the
first, and come up to me on the mountain and make an ark of wood. 2 And I will write on
the tablets the words that were on the first tablets that you broke, and you shall put them
in the ark.' 3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, and cut two tablets of stone like the first,
and went up the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4 And he wrote on the tablets,
in the same writing as before, the Ten Commandments that YHVH had spoken to you on
the mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly. And YHVH gave
them to me. 5 Then I turned and came down from the mountain and put the tablets in the
ark that I had made. And there they are, as YHVH commanded me."

-It sounds like this is a box that Moses can carry, so it’s not the box with poles, gold-
plated. That’s later in the resting place of the adut. I would think this box goes inside the
gold-plated box. This would be a smaller box, like a jewelry box, and the adut is put
inside there. It’s the most precious relic because it comes from Sinai. It’s not precious
because of its artifact value, it’s precious because of what’s on it, which is the written
testimony, the adut. What is the adut? It’s the ten words. Written on a stone it becomes an
object, which is put in a box, which is put in a bigger box, which is then put in a tent
which is in front of the veil, and the tent as a whole is even called the tent for the adut.
-Everything is focusing down, not on the first room, on the second room in the later tent
of meeting and the ark is for the adut and the tent is for the adut. It all has to do with the
presence of God gathering and meeting this cloud presence being represented in that
sacred space.

-So, Moses then writes his teaching / Torah in Exodus 31 and Ross has talked a lot about
the little book, sefer HaTorah that Moses wrote. That book that Moses writes in Exodus
31 was put in the side of the ark, not in the ark but maybe a place for it to slide or sit. It’s
associated still with the box, but the box is for the adut, not for the Torah. When you say,
to Torah and Testimony, you go to the Torah that Moses wrote and the adut or the
testimony of the ten matters or words.

-Next I want to go to the Book of Revelation in the New Testament because I think it was
a Jewish book originally. Look on my blog, jamestabor.com, I have an extensive article I
wrote based on a graduate class that I taught called, “Can a Pre-Christian Version of the
Book of Revelation be Recovered.” https://jamestabor.com/can-a-pre-christian-version-
of-the-book-of-revelation-be-recovered/

-I argue that you can. In that pre-Christian copy, which is reflecting second temple
Judaism, I think coming from the circles of John the Baptist. You can read what I argue
in my blog. In Revelation 15 this is very much at the end when the judgement of God is
actually revealed. Whoever wrote this in the Greek, they know what I’m teaching here.
-Rev 15: 5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was
opened,

-I looked and behold, the temple of the tent of the testimony in heaven was opened.
There’s this idea that the box on earth that holds the adut is a reflection, remember the
blueprint idea, of the temple in heaven. We also find this idea in the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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You find it in other Jewish literature that the earthly presence of God is just a reflection
of the heavenly presence. In the heavenly presence of God, in the heavenly temple, in
second temple Jewish tradition notice that it’s still called the tent of the testimony, as if
there’s a tent in heaven.

-When Ross was talking last week about the building later, when they build an actual
building of stone, is Freedman right that the real point of the building is to protect the
tent, which protects the box, which protects the little box, which protects the adut, which
symbolizes the presence of God?

-Then it says the temple was filled with smoke and then there were earthquakes and all of
these plagues come upon the world. The idea would be because people are not following
the testimony. It’s worldwide, it’s not a Jewish testimony intended for all of humankind.
It’s the creator God, Elohim, the Elohim of all Elohim, the force of all forces, will-is-was,
the one who will be and is and was, declaring to the world, the testimony. Sometimes
called the covenant. It would only be a covenant if you hear the testimony and pledge
yourself to follow it, then it becomes the covenant. The following is from page 294 of the
Hertz Commentary. Exodus 19 and 20 with the Ten Commandments.

-The Ten Words or commandments, often called the Decalogue, from deca “ten” and
from logos “words”. (When we say the Ten Commandments, it’s literally the Ten Words)
So, the Decalogue, the Ten Words are supreme among the precepts of the Torah, both on
account of the fundamental and far-reaching importance and on account of the awe-
inspiring manner in which they were revealed to the whole nation. (This is the Sinai
event, to receive the ten words, in the cloud and fire pillar.) Amid thunder and lightning
and the sounding of the shofar, amid flames of fire that enveloped the smoking mountain,
(You read in the song of Moses and in the Book of Habakkuk, the fire law) in the
wilderness of Paran on Mount Horeb. The majestic voice pronounced the words, which
from that day to this have been the guide of conduct to humankind. That revelation was
the most remarkable event in the history of humanity. It was the birth hour of the religion
of the Spirit. Which was destined in time to illuminate the souls and order the lives of all
the children of men. (The entire world)

-The Decalogue is a sublime summary of human deities, binding upon all humankind.
(It’s not Jewish, it’s given to the world and according to the Rabbis it was given in the 70
languages of the nations) A summary unequaled for simplicity, comprehensiveness, and
salinity, a summary which bares divinity on its face and cannot be antiquated as long as
the world endures. It’s at the same time a divine epitome for the fundamentals of Israel’s
creed of life and Jewish teachers, ancient and modern have looked upon it as the fountain
head which could not be derived. Front with from which all Jewish truth and Jewish
teaching could yet derive. These commandments are written on the walls of synagogue
and church, and they are the worlds laws for all time. Never will their empire cease, the
prophetic cry is true, the word of our God endures forever.

-The Ten Words. When you say names of things, you’re not really naming the thing,
you’re representing it with a word. The word is not the thing, what the word represents is
the thing. When you say the Ten Words, you really need to say the Ten Things, even
better in English, the Ten Matters / Subjects / Headings. Decalogue is literally the Ten
Words. Logos means, the Ten Matters.

-UIWU’s new website says, Proclaiming the Decalogue Faith to the World Since 1944.
It’s one thing to say Torah Faith for all nations, but I like the specificity of the Decalogue



Faith because when you say it, not only are you talking about the Ten Matters as their
expounded throughout scripture, with all of their implications and meanings, you’re also
talking about the cloud presence that gave the Ten Matters and how they were preserved
and put in the box, which was put in the larger box, which was put in the tent, which is
put in the temple which is reflective of that moment in history when God revealed
himself to humankind. Not only is it that presence of God, but what God is really saying
to humanity; the Ten Words, the Ten Matters.

-What is the Decalogue Faith? What is United Israel? Horowitz founded it in 1944 and
he’s the one who coined this phrase, what I’'m basically saying is that I want the
Decalogue Faith to go to all the world. People know about the Ten Commandments and
put them in Courthouses and various places. Arguments about whether the Ten
Commandments are part of one religion or another. Remembering the seventh day
Sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments which most of Christianity has decided is not
important and as an alternative celebrates the resurrection of Jesus on Sunday. That’s up
to individuals if they want to celebrate that, but it’s not one of the Ten Matters. You don’t
read in the Ten Commandments where that occurs, and it has a different meaning.

-The Sabbath Day is a memorial of creation of Genesis 1, and we just saw that in Exodus
31. I'love this idea that we are proclaiming the Decalogue Faith with all of its
implications. How did we get that? What is the revelation at Sinai? What does it all
mean? It’s helpful to talk about how we don’t have to confuse people with Hebrew, the
adut all the time because people ask what you are doing. The testimony we use. The
creator of heaven and earth, at a moment in time, on the day of the assembly, gave a
testimony, an adut that was written down and preserved and then everything was built
around it.

-That is the unified view. I know the Torah has different strands and traditions and
sources and Ross has been talking about these. But that central point comes through in all
of the sources, some use ark of the covenant, others use ark of the testimony, which is
most frequent, especially in the Torah. What happened to the ark? I think that the best
source is 2" Maccabees 2: 4-8 where 2" Maccabees is quoting a source that is called
apografes, which means in Greek, a writing, or a document. The author of 2" Maccabees
claims to have a document and he says in this document, this is a 2" temple Jewish
source, 2" Maccabees was written in the first century BCE. This is the oldest tradition,
there are lots of traditions, we’ve got traditions among the Rabbis that the box of the adut
is under the temple which is a common view among many Jews in Israel and elsewhere.
There are other ideas that it’s under Gordan’s Calvary mound where Jesus was
supposedly crucified. Let me read to you what this oldest source says.

-2Mac 2: 4 These same records also tell us that Jeremiah, acting under divine guidance,
commanded the Tent of the Lord's Presence and the Covenant Box to follow him to the
mountain where Moses had looked down on the land which God had promised our
people. 5 When Jeremiah got to the mountain, he found a huge cave and there he hid the
Tent of the Lord's Presence, the Covenant Box, and the altar of incense. Then he sealed
up the entrance. 6 Some of Jeremiah's friends tried to follow him and mark the way, but
they could not find the cave. 7 When Jeremiah learned what they had done, he
reprimanded them, saying, No one must know about this place until God gathers his
people together again and shows them mercy. 8 At that time he will reveal where these
things are hidden, and the dazzling light of his presence will be seen in the cloud, as it



was in the time of Moses and on the occasion when Solomon prayed that the Temple
might be dedicated in holy splendor.

-Jeremiah is going to go some place and someone is going with him, taking the tent and
the box. Whether he would take a gold-plated box with cherubim and poles or whether
he’s simply taking the little box that Deuteronomy 10 refers to, according to this
tradition. I’m not sure but I would say the latter. I would say the tent, he certainly would
not be taking all of the poles and the stands and the brass fittings and so forth. I think the
tent is probably the tent that you could fold up and it was the smaller tent that is the tent
of the adut. You don’t need this huge tent in order to have the adut. The adut is in the
inner tent that maybe was in the temple.

-He takes them out to the mountain where Moses had gone up and had seen the
inheritance of God. That mountain is identifiable, it’s called Pisgah. There is Pisgah
(north) and Nebo (south) and there’s a valley in between where Moses was buried.
According to this text, that’s where Jeremiah goes, and he came and found a cave. This is
before the Dead Sea are being found and talked about even in the ancient world. We do
have some reports of some scrolls being found in caves and writings being found in caves
as early as the Origin which would be the 3™ century AD; later with Timotheus a
Christian Bishop, and finally in 1947 some of the scrolls were found in Qumran.

-Here is a cave where Jeremiah brought the tent and the ark and the altar of incense. It
sounds like three things that you could carry. The tent wrapped up and folded up, with the
box and the adut, and the altar of incense and he sealed up the entrance. Some followed
to mark the way but could not find it. (This was after the Babylonian captivity in 586
BCE. Jeremiah’s story is told all through the siege of Nebuchadnezzar which you can
read in the Book of Jeremiah.) When Jeremiah learned of it he rebuked them and said, the
place shall remain unknown until God gathers his people together again and shows his
mercy. Then the LORD will disclose these things and the glory of the LORD and the
cloud will appear as they were shown in the days of Moses.

-You see the idea of how the cloud, the glory, and the box, the tent and the kavod are all
associated in this text. [ don’t know what value that text has but I do know that whoever
wrote that text has got the cluster right. You need the adut in the box, in the tent and it’s
associated with the cloud pillar as we’ve seen today. Mount Nebo and Pisgah are in
Jordan today. I’ve been there before but I’ve never gone down to the Dead Sea shore
which is at the foot of Pisgah because it’s usually been a military area marked off. It’s not
anymore, there’s hotels up and down the Dead Sea on the Jordanian side.

-I’m interested in going to Jordan. I don’t know if I’d be interested in looking for a cave,
that would be kind of crazy. I’d love to just explore the valley between Nebo and Pisgah.
I’ve been on Nebo and looked down and you can go on Pisgah and look down. Who
knows once we can travel again, maybe I can go over there? I would like to just be in that
place that that tradition refers to. Am I an ark hunter? I’'m actually not, but I do find that
this tradition is interesting to think about. I especially like that it’s clustered together with
the right number of things that have to do with what I think is the meaning of this.

-I’ll close with this; you don’t have to go find the box with the adut because you have the
adut and you have two versions of it. In Part 2 of “To the Torah and the Testimony” I
want to go back to where I started. We are instructed by Isaiah to bind up the testimony
and the teaching and to go to that for your light and for instruction and we have versions
of that. In Part 2, I want to talk about the different versions we have of the Ten Words, of



the Ten Matters. There’s the Nash Papyrus, the Shapiro Manuscript, the Book of
Deuteronomy, the Book of Exodus, and a couple of other sources you may not have
heard of that are archaeological.

-I’m saving that, but I want to talk about what might have made up the Ten Words, the
Ten Matters and whether we have differences in some of our records. For example, in
Deuteronomy 5 verses Exodus 20. It’s something Ross taught on quite recently and of
course you can look that up.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63fnyjmQSi8&list=PLPKsH8etGB_uxsSlyZBoRzZ
beYxep0G2W

-Thank you, I hope that was meaningful to you all and you can go around using the word
adut and impress all your friends and neighbors. Ask them if they realize that’s the most
important thing ever delivered to the planet and why that it would be important.

-Can you imagine one day on this planet if people lived according to the adut. I’ll talk
about that in Part 2 of my class. It’s amazing to think how the world would be completely
transformed. It’s wonderful to think about. David said on the Torah, to meditate day and
night. Think about it, if nobody stole, if nobody lied and cheated, if people were living a
sexually moral life and so on and so on. The Rabbis have said that if all of Israel kept the
Sabbath, but what if the entire world kept the Sabbath? And you smell the baked bread of
Friday night throughout the globe as humanity as a whole remembered the creator God. I
wonder how that would feel in a town, in a village, in a city, in a neighborhood.

I wish you all a good Sabbath, Take care everybody.

THIS WEEK IN TORAH

FEBRUARY 12, 2022

This week’s Torah Portion “Tetzaveh” (You Shall Command): (Exodus 27:20 - 30:10)
Oil for the lamp; The Priests garments, The Kohanim and their vestments; The vestments;
The ephod; The settings; Breastplate of Judgment; Robe of the ephod; Head plate; Tunic;
Vestments of the ordinary Kohanim; Inauguration ritual; Consecration of the Priests, The
tamid offering; The altar of incense. “Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!

“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/

UPCOMING EVENTS

-79th Annual UIWU Conference, St. Francisville, LA, 4/29/22 — 5/1/22 (Scroll Down)
http://www.icontact-
archive.com/archive?c=1660826&{=2984&s=3097&m=177912&t=649ed8826b4{2376c7
3ff2c8cdbcee790c6bfa930d690eal 6b10a3544dd855¢ch

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022;
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/
-Walking the Ancient Paths — (2022): Tabor — Nichols Israel Tour October 21 —
November 1, 2022; https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/;
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/
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