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-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 ± October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ILUVt five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.  
-:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�PRWLIV and some of the things that 
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We¶OO�
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
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TEACHING NOTES 
-7RGD\¶V�class on The Pentateuch ± A New Look is on Torah portion Bo, (Exodus 10:1 ± 
13:16) ZKLFK�LV�WUDQVODWHG��³Go´ to Pharaoh. This is the third reading in the annual Torah 
cycle of readings from the Book of Exodus, the Book of Names. Thank you for joining us 
today. 7RGD\¶V�PDWHULDO�LV�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�VWDUWHG�ODVW�ZHHN��A 
great confrontation between, on one side you have Moses, Aaron, and the Hebrew God 
<+9+�DQG�WKDW¶V�D�VWURQJ�WHDP��DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�\RX�KDYH�D�VWURQJ�WHDP�DV�ZHOO but 
not as strong, including Pharaoh and his people who are opposed to the children of Israel, 
DQG�WKH�JRGV�RI�(J\SW��,W¶V�D�JUHDW�FRQWHVW�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WZR�FODVKLQJ�FXOWXUHV�� 
-Last week I mentioned a view by Hoffmeier, Old Testament Hebrew Bible Scholar, who 
puts his theory forward that the plagues are aimed at Maat / Order. You have to knock 
Pharaoh on his backside in front of the people��VKRZLQJ�WKDW�KH¶V�QRW�LQ�FRQWURO� DQG�WKDW¶V�
what God is doing with the plagues. Some have suggested that at least in part that the 
plagues are a demonstration in our narrative RI�D�GHIHDW�RI�(J\SW¶V�JRGV�E\�WKH�SRZHU�RI�
<+9+�LV�UHDOO\�ZKDW¶V�JRLQJ�RQ��In a general way, this idea does have support from 
several texts.  
-Exo 12: 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am YHVH.  
-Num 33: 4 while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom YHVH had struck 
down among them. On their gods also YHVH executed judgments.  
-Num 33: 1 These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of 
Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down 
their starting places, stage by stage, by command of YHVH, and these are their stages 
according to their starting places. 3 They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the 
fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went 
out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 
-:H¶OO�ORRN�DW�1XPEHUV����TXLWH�D�ELW�DV�,�ZDQW�WR�EULQJ�\RX��P\�GHDU�IULHQGV��RQ�D�
literary journey involving a horizontal study of the marches in the wilderness. Welcome 
to class sixteen in our ongoing series, The Pentateuch ± A New Look. ,Q�WRGD\¶V�UHDGLQJ�
we conclude the ten plagues. According to Exodus there are ten plagues, Exodus 7: 1 ± 
12:36. Two other texts in the bible describe this confrontation and the plagues and are 
poetic in nature, so the number of plagues LVQ¶W�exact. In Psalms 78:12, & 42-51, there are 
eight plagues listed. In Psalms 105: 23-28, there are seven plagues listed. I want to focus 
on Egypt¶V�WHQWK�SODJXH��WKH�VOD\LQJ�RI�WKH�ILUVWERUQ��ZKLFK�is consistent in all three of our 
sources.   
-Psa 78: 49 He let loose on them his burning anger, wrath, indignation, and distress, a 
company of destroying angels. 50 He made a path for his anger; he did not spare them 
from death, but gave their lives over to the plague. 51 He struck down every firstborn in 
Egypt, the firstfruits of their strength in the tents of Ham.  
-7KLV�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�*RG¶V�DQJHU�LV�LQIOLFWHG�XSRQ�WKH�WHQWV�RI�Ham, and he does this 
according to the text with a band of deadly messengers. ASV says, a band of angels of 
evil. KJ says, by sending evil angels among them.  ESV says, a company of destroying 
angels. How does God kill all the firstborn humans and animals? We know from the text 



that sometimes these messengers (angels) are from another realm and here, they are going 
through and killing the firstborn.  
-Psa 105: 26 He sent Moses, his servant, and Aaron, whom he had chosen. 27 They 
performed his signs among them and miracles in the land of Ham.  
-Psalms 105: 28 ± 34 give you the plagues and all seven are recounted here.   
-Psa 105: 36 He struck down all the firstborn in their land, the firstfruits of all their 
strength.  
-Psalms 78:51 sounds very similar to Psalms 105:36 and are almost exact, yet in the 
Hebrew there are a couple of slight differences between the two. This tells me that the 
writer of Psalms 78, attributed to $VDSK��DQG�WKH�ZULWHU�RI�3VDOPV������ZKLFK�GRHVQ¶W�WHOO�
us who wrote it, are relying on a single source. Comparing similar texts like this to 
GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�WKH�VRXUFH�VD\V�LV�FDOOHG�&ULWLFDO�7H[W�6WXGLHV��³+H�VWUXFN�GRZQ�DOO�WKH�
ILUVWERUQ´�LV�WKH�VDPH�LQ�ERWK�WH[WV��,Q�3VDOPV�����LW�VD\V��³LQ�WKHLU ODQG´��DQG�3VDOPV����
VD\V��³LQ�(J\SW´��3VDOPV���������VD\V��³WKH�firstfruits RI�DOO�WKHLU�VWUHQJWK´��DQG�3VDOPV�
�������VD\V��³WKH�firstfruits RI�WKHLU�VWUHQJWK´��7KH�LGHD�LV�WKDW�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�ZULWHUV�DUH�
looking at the same source. Even though the accounts vary in their details, we do have 
some points in common. Again, the death of the firstborn occurs in all three sources, but 
WKH\�GRQ¶W�DOO�FRQWDLQ�WKH�SODJXH�RI�GDUNQHVV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RXU�QDUUDWLYHV��ZKDW�,¶P�DERXW�
to tell you takes place before Moses and/or Aaron appear(s) before Pharaoh. This is 
something that God tells Moses to tell Pharaoh and it happened before his first visit to the 
throne.  
-Exo 4: 21 And YHVH said to Moses, "When you go back to Egypt, see that you do 
before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your power. But I will harden his heart, 
so that he will not let the people go. 22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says YHVH, 
Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and I say to you, "Let my son go that he may serve me." If 
you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son.'"  
-7KRXJK�WKLV�LV�VOLJKWO\�RXW�RI�RUGHU��ULJKW�EHIRUH�WKLV�,�ZDQW�WR�SLFN�XS« 
-Exo 4: 19 And YHVH said to Moses in Midian, "Go back to Egypt, for all the men who 
were seeking your life are dead." 20 So Moses took his wife and his sons and had them 
ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the staff of God in 
his hand. 
-,W�VD\V��KH�ORDGHG�XS�WKH�GRQNH\¶V��his wife, and the kids and they went back to Egypt; 
but they did not go back to Egypt yet because in the next versH�LW�VD\V��³:KHQ�\RX�UHWXUQ�
WR�(J\SW´«�7KLV�ZRUG�KDSSHQV�LQ�0LGLDQ EHIRUH�KH�UHWXUQV�WR�(J\SW�DQG�KH¶V�WROG��ZKHQ�
you do go back and after you perform these signs and wonders, then I want you to tell 
3KDUDRK«��QRZ�LW�PDNHV�VHQVH��1RZ�KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�VD\��,¶Ye told you to let my son go, 
\RX�GLGQ¶W�OHW�KLP�JR��QRZ�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�NLOO�\RXU�ILUVWERUQ��I exposed a textural difficulty 
and then I explain it.  
-+H¶V�QRW�JHWWLQJ�DKHDG�RI�KLPVHOI��*RG�LV�JLYLQJ�KLP�D�FKURQRORJ\��FULWHULD�ZKLFK�PXVW�
be met, wait until you SHUIRUP�WKH�VLJQV�DQG�ZRQGHUV��KH�UHIXVHV��WKHQ�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�KLW�
him with this one. Then it says, God will stiffen his heart. God says, you want to harden 
\RXU�KHDUW��,¶OO�IL[�LW�VR�WKHUH¶V�QR�WXUQLQJ�EDFN��The Egyptians are really big at measuring 
the heart at death. Five times in the text it tells us the Pharaoh stiffened his on heart. In 
([RGXV�������LW�VD\V�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�VWLIIHQ�3KDUDRK¶V�heart, EXW�KH�GRHVQ¶W�GR�LW�ULJKW�RII�
the bat, nor is Moses to say this thing about killing the firstborn then.  



-Exo 10: 1 Then YHVH said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart 
and the heart of his servants, that I may show these signs of mine among them, 
-This is the first time where God says, I did that to his heart«�+H�VD\V�KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�GR�
that in Exodus 4. What Moses and Aaron meet is an obstinate, unwilling to bend Pharaoh 
ZKR�VD\V��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�<+9+��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�DIWHU��\RX�DUH�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�
leave etc, and he kept resisting and he hardens his heart repeatedly. Ultimately, God says, 
WKDW¶V�ZKDW�\RX¶YH�GHFLGHG��QRZ�,¶P�VWHSSLQJ�LQ��The time has come to bring about the 
final plague, the criteria have been met, and the conditions of Exodus 4 have been met.  
-Exo 11: 1 YHVH said to Moses, "Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and 
upon Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive 
you away completely. 
-Exo 6: 1 But YHVH said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for 
with a strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out 
of his land."  
-Here, God is reaffirming to Moses that not only will he let you go, EXW�KH¶V�DOVR going to 
drive you out. :KHUH�LW¶V�WUDQVODWHG�DV�³OHW�P\�SHRSOH�JR´��,�VHH�LW�DV��³VHQG�IRUWK�P\�
SHRSOH´��VR�,�see it more forceful. ,W¶V�a battle between, who are you going to serve? You 
must serve somebody, is it going to be the devil or the Lord? 7KLV�LV�D�EDWWOH�IRU�ZKR¶V�
servant these people will be. Will the people of Israel serve Pharaoh and the gods of 
Egypt or will they serve YHVH?  
-Exo 11: 4 So Moses said, "Thus says YHVH: 'About midnight I will go out in the midst 
of Egypt, 5 and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the 
handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6 There shall be a great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 7 But not a dog shall 
growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that 
YHVH makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.' 
-One of the key points in the Exodus story and in the Bible is that God intends to make a 
distinction between Israel and other nations. A person can always join Israel, but this 
chosen group is set up for distinction and quite often those opposed are set up for 
extinction. God chooses, and others who choose not to be part of that are taken out of the 
scenario. I believe what we read here in Exodus 11 is a fulfillment of what was said in 
Exodus 4: 21-����,¶YH�HYHQ�taught in the past, God told Moses to go tell this to Pharaoh 
DQG�KH�GRHVQ¶W��EXW�,�ZDVQ¶W�UHDGLQJ�FORVHO\. Moses was told to go say this about the 
firstborn dying, EXW�GRQ¶W�VD\�LW�XQWLO�,¶YH�KDUGHQHG�KLV�KHDUW ZKLFK�GLGQ¶W�KDSSHQ�XQWLO�
Exodus 10:1. 1RZ�LW¶V�FRPH�GRZQ�WR�ILUVWERUQ�YV��ILUVWERUQ�� 
-Exo 11: 8 And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, 
saying, 'Get out, you and all the people who follow you.' And after that I will go out." 
And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger.  
-Have you ever noticed where Moses says, when this is done, you are going to bow to me 
DQG�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�VHQG�PH�IRUWK"�He is not speaking for God there. Moses is hot and 
angered and tHOOV�KLP��\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�ERZ�ORZ�WR�PH��\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WHOO�PH�WR�GHSart 
and all the people who follow you. Imagine Moses SRLQW�KLV�ILQJHU�DW�3KDUDRK�ZKLOH�KH¶V�
telling him this and then he walks out and slams the door behind him.  
-When we talk about textural variance, the bible as we have it, the Tanakh / Old 
Testament is based upon the Masoretic text which has been firm for quite some time and 



what we know from a study of biblical text, there are variations. We see quite a bit in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and when we compare the Masoretic text to the Septuagint. Some 
people haYH�VDLG�\RX�VKRXOGQ¶W�WUXVW�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��EXW�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�(+/- 800 CE) often 
agrees with Dead Sea Scroll (+/- 100 BCE) readings which are earlier than the Masoretic 
texts (+/- 500 CE). Often the Hebrew in the Dead Sea Scrolls matches the Hebrew Bible 
which is closer to the Septuagint. There are variances in the text, and it is interesting to 
note that the Samaritan Pentateuch has something of a variation in Exodus 11. Here it has 
Moses clearly quoting what he was told in Exodus 4 to say to Pharaoh and therefore I 
connect Exodus 4 with Exodus 11. One thing we know from studying the Samaritan 
3HQWDWHXFK�LV�WKDW�LW�RIWHQ�DGGV�WKLQJV��VPRRWKV�WKLQJV�RXW��0DQ\�ZDQW�WR�EHOLHYH�LW¶V�D�
more ancient text, but the Samaritan text is something that shows signs of textural editing 
to make things clearer. ,W¶V�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�LW�LQVHUWV�([RGXV������-���KHUH��EHFDXVH�WKDW¶V�
the perfect place for it. Even without it where Moses tells Pharaoh in Exodus 11 where 
WKLV�SODJXH�LV�FRPLQJ��KH¶V�FOHDUO\�IXOILOOLQJ�what he was told to say in Exodus 4.  
-The theme that I mentioned earlier about a distinction between Israel and Egypt is 
something that shows up throughout the narratives about the Exodus. We have a battle 
going on, *RG¶V�ILUVWERUQ�VRQ�RU�3KDUDRK�DQG�(J\SW¶V�ILUVWERUQ�VRQ��WKHUH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�
tradeoff. 2QH�RU�WKH�RWKHU��WKLV�LV�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�WKDW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�PDGH�� 
-Exo 11: 6 There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has 
never been, nor ever will be again. 7 But not a dog shall growl against any of the people 
of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that YHVH makes a distinction 
between Egypt and Israel.'  
-Exo 8: 22 But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so 
that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am YHVH in the midst of 
the earth. 23 Thus I will put a division between my people and your people. Tomorrow 
this sign shall happen.  
-Havoc is going to be unleashed on the people of Egypt, but not on my people. And the 
UHDVRQ��*RG�VD\V�WKHUH¶V�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW¶V�PLQH�DQG�ZKDW¶V�\RXUV�DQG�DOO�RI�
this will cause Pharaoh to send forth *RG¶V�SHRSOH�� 
-Exo 9: 4 But YHVH will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the 
livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall die. 
-Exo 11: 7 But not a dog shall growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or 
beast, that you may know that YHVH makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 
-The Hebrew word for distinction means a separation. 7KHUH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�VHSDUDWLRQ�
DQG�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�LW��<RX¶OO�VHH�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�WKHP�YHUVXV�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�\RX��
That distinction is shown throughout the Exodus narrative even when the word 
distinction is not used.  
-Exo 10: 21 Then YHVH said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there 
may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt." 22 So Moses stretched out 
his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 
23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all 
the people of Israel had light where they lived. 
-The next question is who kills all the firstborn? :KR�GRHV�LW"�:KR¶V�ZLHOGLQJ�WKH�
sword? Was it YHVH or an angel of evil? A messenger of evil? A sending of a 
messenger of evil? Is it more than one? This is the whole land of Egypt and all the 
ILUVWERUQ��KDYH�WR�EH�NLOOHG��+RZ¶V�LW�GRQH"�,V�LW�D�EXQFK�RI�EDG�DQJHOV�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJK"�



This debate is discussed in the Talmud. Even in the Passover Haggadah they repeat a 
midrash that tries to push the angel image out of your mind. There are some 
contradictions in our sources.  
-Exo 12: 23 For YHVH will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the 
blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, YHVH will pass over the door and will not 
allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you.  
-Who is doing the killing here? Is it YHVH or is it the destroyer? Is the destroyer even in 
the text? What are we dealing with here?  
-Exo 12: 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am YHVH. 
-Exo 12: 27 you shall say, 'It is the sacrifice of YHVH's Passover, for he passed over the 
houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our 
houses.'" And the people bowed their heads and worshiped.  
-Exo 12: 29 At midnight YHVH struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from 
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in 
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock.  
-:KR�LV�VWULNLQJ�ZKR"�6HH�KRZ�WKHUH¶V�D�GHEDWH��Now the angel RI�GHDWK�ZKR¶V�PDGH�
SRSXODU�LQ�ILOP�DQG�PHGLD��WKDW�SKUDVH�GRHVQ¶W�RFFXU�LQ�RXU�narratives about the Exodus. 
Who is it? The main point of this plague again is that a distinction is being made between 
*RG¶V�ILUVWERUQ�VRQ�DQG�WKH�ILUVWERUQ�VRQ�RI�(J\SW��Exodus 13 is devoted in large part to 
showing this distinction. The firstborn of Egypt is killed and the firstborn of the Israelites, 
which are the firstborn of YHVH, are spared, redeemed. Exodus 13 deals with the 
UHGHPSWLRQ�RI�WKH�ILUVWERUQ�DQG�LW¶V�GLUHFWO\�tied to what happens on this fateful night, the 
night of this plague.  
-Exo 13: 15 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, YHVH killed all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. 
Therefore I sacrifice to YHVH all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn 
of my sons I redeem.'  
-This is the core point of the Exodus and what is popularly known as Passover. The story 
is told to eager eyed children around the table. It raises questions sometimes, so God 
killed all those people? The communication by Moses to Pharaoh of this final plague 
seems to be interrupted by Exodus 12: 1-28, those are the details of the Passover. Do you 
ever wonder why people fight over festivalV�DQG�ZKDW�GD\�WKLQJV�RFFXU"�,W¶V�EHFDXVH�WKH�
text is very difficult. ,Q�RQH�SODFH�LW�ZLOO�VD\�RQH�WKLQJ�DQG�LQ�DQRWKHU�LW�GRHVQ¶W�TXLWH�OLQH�
up, so people are deciding their position based on a certain text with prominence.  
-Exo 12: 29 At midnight YHVH struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from 
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in 
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, 
he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 
was not a house where someone was not dead. 31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron 
by night and said, "Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; 
and go, serve YHVH, as you have said. 32 Take your flocks and your herds, as you have 
said, and be gone, and bless me also!" 
-This is followed by an urging on behalf of the Egyptian populists to the Israelites to 
leave with great wealth. This goes back to Genesis 15 where God tells Abraham your 



GHVFHQGDQWV�ZLOO�EH�LQ�(J\SW�DQG�WKH\¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�JR�RXW�LQ�WKH�IRXUWK�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�
great wealth. This idea is shown in the text to have happened and they give them 
clothing, silver, and gold.   
-Exo 12: 36 And YHVH had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that 
they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.  
-Exo 12: 31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, "Up, go out from 
among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve YHVH, as you have 
said.  
-+RZ�KDV�KH�VDLG�KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�JR"�:KDW�GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ"�'RHV�3KDUDRK�WKLQN�WKDW�KH¶V�
JRLQJ�IRUHYHU"�+HUH¶V�ZKDW�KH¶V�VDLG�VR�IDU« 
-Exo 3: 18 And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to 
the king of Egypt and say to him, 'YHVH, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and 
now, please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to 
YHVH our God.'  
-7KLV�LV�ZKDW�KH¶V�EHHQ�DVNLQJ�IRU��OHW�XV�JR�WKUHH�GD\V��ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�JR�WR�WKH�
ZLOGHUQHVV��ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�ZRUVKLS�<+9+�� 
-Exo 5: 3 Then they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a 
three days' journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to YHVH our God, lest he 
fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword."  
-Exo 8: 27 We must go three days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to YHVH 
our God as he tells us."  
-Plenty of other text are not as specific and just say let us go to serve God in the 
wilderness, and 3KDUDRK¶V�ZRUGV�DUH�KHHGHG when he says go out.  
-Exo 12: 37 And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38 A mixed multitude also 
went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks and herds. 39 And they baked 
unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt, for it was not 
leavened, because they were thrust out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they 
prepared any provisions for themselves.  
-The route goes from ZKDW¶V�FDOOHG�5DPHVHV�WR�6XFFRWK��DQG�WKLV�FRXOG�EH�D�ODWHU�HGLW��
3HRSOH�KDYH�LGHDV�DQG�VSHFXODWLRQV��EXW�ZH�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�updated the text, or what 
group did it, we just know that it was changed. The question is, how many people are 
leaving Egypt? Here it says, six hundred thousand men on foot.  
-Num 11: 21 But Moses said, "The people among whom I am number six hundred 
thousand on foot, and you have said, 'I will give them meat, that they may eat a whole 
month!'  
-Num 1: 46 all those listed were 603,550.  
-Num 2: 32 These are the people of Israel as listed by their fathers' houses. All those 
listed in the camps by their companies were 603,550.  
-7KDW¶V�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�WKDW¶V�RQO\�WKH�PHQ��Specifically, men only 20 years old and 
older if you look at Exodus 38:26 or Numbers 1:46-47 that talks about the counting age. 
Just count the ones that are 20 and older, men of war. To this number, Numbers 3:39 adds 
22,000 Levites. Now we are at 625, 550 men, 20 and older. 'RQ¶W�IRUJHW�ZH¶YH�JRW�WKe 
mixed multitude DQG�ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�LGHD�KRZ�PDQ\�RI�WKRVH�WKHUH�ZHUH��All told with 
ZRPHQ��FKLOGUHQ��DQG�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUHQ¶W�ILJKWLQJ�DJH��ZH¶UH�ORRNLQJ�DW�OHW¶V�VD\��
conservative numbers ± two and a half million, upwards of three or more million people. 



The 2020 Census for Chicago has 2.75 million people. 7KLV�LV�ZKDW�ZH¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW��
everybody in Chicago and their animals and the zoo, everything. Chicago at 227 square 
PLOHV�LQ�VL]H�KDV�ZLWKLQ�LW������PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��7KDW¶V�D�GHQVLW\�RI�about 12.6 thousand 
people per square mile. Houston is 2.3 million people with 640 square miles. 7KDW¶V�D�
density of about 3.6 thousand people per square mile.  
-Can you take this number of people in Chicago, 2.75 million inhabitants, and put that on 
a map in Goshen? I encourage you to take a look at that and think about that. It is such a 
problem and people have looked at this very clearly trying to figure out what does the 
text really mean?  
-Exo 38: 24 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the construction of the 
sanctuary, the gold from the offering, was twenty-nine talents and 730 shekels, by the 
shekel of the sanctuary. 25 The silver from those of the congregation who were recorded 
was a hundred talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary: 26 a beka a head 
(that is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the sanctuary), for everyone who was listed in the 
records, from twenty years old and upward, for 603,550 men.  
-It suggests that this is not talking about clans, but people. Whether you accept the literal 
number or you think that this is an exaggeration, whatever you decide, I just want you to 
KDYH�DQ�DFFXUDWH�SLFWXUH��:H¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�PRYLQJ�&hicago through the wilderness. 
The Exodus event is called in Deuteronomy, This Great Thing.  
-Deu 4: 32 "For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day 
that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether 
such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of. 33 Did any people ever 
hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still 
live? 34 Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst 
of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which YHVH your God did for you 
in Egypt before your eyes? 
-This Great Thing, the Exodus, the departure, the moving of a people group out of Egypt 
through the wilderness. We are going to talk about and follow the wilderness itinerary. 
'RQ¶W�be nervous, a lot of people have been told, not to think for themselves. Apologists 
have gone out of their way to take the difficulties off the table for you. When it says, 
603,550 males twenty and older, I believe it. Have you ever considered what that looks 
like when you put those people in the desert? When you put those people walking 
through the sea? Movies show us great computer graphics and the wall of water at the 
Gulf of Aqaba splitting open. Those are really cool until you think that this GRHVQ¶W�GR�LW�
justice. If you have 2.75 million people, how long does it take to move them this far? 
What if the water is 200 feet deep there or 1,000 feet deep, people have to think about 
these things?  
-:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�WKHVH�WKLQJs very closely and make sense of it as best we can. We 
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�WKH�WH[W�VD\V�DQG�VHH�LI�WKHUH¶V�D�ZD\�WR�make it through these 
WKLQJV�DQG�WUXO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SLFWXUH�WKDW¶V�EHLQJ�GHPRQVWUDWHG�IRU�XV�E\�WKHVH�WH[WV��
1H[W�ZHHN�ZH¶OO�SLFN�XS�ZLWK�\HW�DQRWKHU�FKDSWHU�LQ�7KLV�*UHDW�7KLQJ��'RQ¶W�PLVV�LW�� 
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov, see you next week. 
 
 



THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
JANUARY 8, 2022 
7KLV�ZHHN¶V�7RUDK�3RUWLRQ�%R��³&RPH´��([RGXV������± 13:16) The eighth plague/locusts; 
7KH�QLQWK�SODJXH�GDUNQHVV��'XUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SODJXH��3KDUDRK¶V�RIIHULQJV��3KDUDRK¶V�ILQDO�
intransigence; Warning of the plague of the firstborn; The new status of the Jews; Rosh 
Chodesh; The Pesach offering; God himself will carry out the plague; The Pesach 
festival; The Pesach offering; The Passover; The tenth plague/death of the firstborn; 
3KDUDRK¶V�VXUUHQGHU��3DVVRYHU�LQVWLWXWHG��7KH�([RGXV��The duration of the Egyptian exile; 
Additional laws of the Pesach offering; Leaving Egypt; Remember the Exodus; 
Consecration of the firstborn; The feast of unleavened bread; Tefillin and the Exodus. 
³Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
³7KLV�:HHN�LQ�7RUDK´ FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022; 
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths ± (2022): Tabor ± Nichols Israel Tour October 21 ± 
November 1, 2022; https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; 
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
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