This week’s Audio, Video, and Teaching Notes are posted here.

The Pentateuch: A New Look — Return to Horeb — Class Eighteen (The Ten Words
Series; Moses & the Burden of Leadership; Jethro’s Advice; The Midianite Connection
Into and Out of Egypt; The Midianites and the Land of the East / Trans-Jordan; A Place
Called Horeb; Frontside / East & Backside / West; Looking for Biblical Horeb; Moses
Returns to Egypt; The Great Confrontation with Pharaoh; Leaving Egypt for Horeb via a
Different Route; Opposition from the Amalekites; Striking the Rock at Horeb; Rephidim
— Wilderness of Sin; A Three-Day Journey in the Wilderness of Etham; Israel Encamps
Before the Mountain of God; The Day of the Assembly; The Voice from the Midst of the
Fire; We Will Hear It and Do It; The Ten Commandments — And He Added No More)

January 22, 2022 — Ross Nichols

Torah Portion: Yitro: “Jethro” — Exodus 18:1 —20:23
Haftarah Reading: Isaiah 6:1 —7:6; 9:5—-6

Audio/Video Links:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VMbOQSHXXAk
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/the-pentateuch-a-new-look-return-to-horeb-
class-eighteen/

Teaching Notes Link:
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022.1.22-The-
Pentateuch-A-New-Look-Return-to-Horeb-Class-Eighteen.pdf

TODAY’S INTRODUCTION

-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone,
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.

-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year
5782 (October 2021 — October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study
of the words of the Bible’s first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.

-We’re going to talk about some of the theological motifs and some of the things that
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We’ll
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?
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-Today’s class on The Pentateuch — A New Look is on Torah portion Yitro, (Exodus 18:1
— 20:23) which is translated, “Jethro”. This is the fifth reading in the annual Torah cycle
of readings from the Book of Exodus, the Book of Names. Thank you for joining us
today. One of the highlights of this week’s portion is that it contains within it the Ten
Words. We are not going to go into great depth on the Ten Words in this class because
I’ve already done a 15-part series on the Ten Words from April 25, 2020 to August 1,
2020 which are summarized here.

-The Ten Words Play List on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPKsH8etGB_uxsSIyZBoRzZbeYxep0G2W

-A Comparison Chart of the Ten Words in English with Notes: (Ex0/20 & Deu/5)
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ten-Words-
Comparison-Chart-in-English-with-NOTES.pdf

-Teaching Notes Links:

(1) The Ten Words — Day of Assembly — Class One
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Teaching-Notes-
2020.4.25-The-Ten-Words-Day-of-Assembly-Class-One.pdf

(2) The Ten Words — The Fire Law — Class Two
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-
2020.5.2-The-Ten-Words-The-Fire-Law-Class-Two.pdf

(3) The Ten Words — Some Burning Questions — Class Three
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-
2020.5.9-The-Ten-Words-Some-Burning-Questions-Class-Three.pdf

(4) The Ten Words — Counting the Ten — Class Four
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-
2020.5.16-The-Ten-Words-Counting-the-Ten-Class-Four.pdf

(5) The Ten Words — 1. Exclusive Allegiance — Class Five
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-
2020.5.23-The-Ten-Words-1.-Exclusive-Allegiance-Class-Five.pdf

(6) The Ten Words — 1. Idolatry — Class Six
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-
2020.5.30-The-Ten-Words-1.-Idolatry-Class-Six.pdf

(7) The Ten Words — 1. L.ove and Guard — Class Seven

(8) The Ten Words — I1. False Oaths — Class Eight

(9) The Ten Words — I11. Shabbat — Class Nine

(10) The Ten Words — 1V. Parents — Class Ten

(11) The Ten Words — V. Homicide — Class Eleven

(12) The Ten Words — VI. Adultery — Class Twelve

(13) The Ten Words — VII. Stealing — Class Thirteen

(14) The Ten Words — VIII. False Witness — Class Fourteen

(Teaching Notes are available for Class 7 through Class 14 on the UIWU Facebook
Site “Files” Section.)

(15) The Ten Words — IX and X. Desire / Crave — Class Fifteen
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Teaching-Notes-
2020.8.1-The-Ten-Words-IX-and-X.-Desire-Crave-Class-Fifteen1.pdf

-Today’s Torah Portion is called Yitro and as the name implies it contains something
about the Midianite father-in-law of Moses. In Exodus 18, Yitro watches Moses from a
distance while he’s at the camp before the children of Israel, and people are lined up all



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPKsH8etGB_uxsSIyZBoRzZbeYxep0G2W
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ten-Words-Comparison-Chart-in-English-with-NOTES.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ten-Words-Comparison-Chart-in-English-with-NOTES.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Teaching-Notes-2020.4.25-The-Ten-Words-Day-of-Assembly-Class-One.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Teaching-Notes-2020.4.25-The-Ten-Words-Day-of-Assembly-Class-One.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.2-The-Ten-Words-The-Fire-Law-Class-Two.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.2-The-Ten-Words-The-Fire-Law-Class-Two.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.9-The-Ten-Words-Some-Burning-Questions-Class-Three.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.9-The-Ten-Words-Some-Burning-Questions-Class-Three.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.16-The-Ten-Words-Counting-the-Ten-Class-Four.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.16-The-Ten-Words-Counting-the-Ten-Class-Four.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.23-The-Ten-Words-I.-Exclusive-Allegiance-Class-Five.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.23-The-Ten-Words-I.-Exclusive-Allegiance-Class-Five.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.30-The-Ten-Words-I.-Idolatry-Class-Six.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Teaching-Notes-2020.5.30-The-Ten-Words-I.-Idolatry-Class-Six.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Teaching-Notes-2020.8.1-The-Ten-Words-IX-and-X.-Desire-Crave-Class-Fifteen1.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Teaching-Notes-2020.8.1-The-Ten-Words-IX-and-X.-Desire-Crave-Class-Fifteen1.pdf

day to go before Moses. Later, Yitro and Moses talk about the judicial aspects of his role
and how he stands there, and people bring matters before him, and Yitro tells him this is
not sustainable. By doing this he will probably wear himself out and the people. You
ought to set up a system and select certain key leaders from the community that can help
carry the burden of leadership and he gives Moses a method whereby this could be
sustainable going forward. Chronologically this happens before the revelation at Sinai.
-There’s also another version of the story of the burden of leadership and how leaders
ought to be selected and put in positions of leadership. See Deuteronomy 1:9 and
following. Comparing this horizontally with Exodus 18, it’s the same if you back up a bit,
but it does have some differences. Deuteronomy 1 makes no mention of Yitro’s
involvement in the burden of leadership solution, and it also mentions that this takes
place after the revelation at Sinai.

-Yitro is the person for whom today’s Torah portion is called. We know this Midianite
father-in-law of Moses, but we know him in our source material by no less than four
names: Ruel, Yitro, Jether, and Hobab the son of Ruel in another text. The Midianite
connection to the biblical story, and for the biblical writers is quite important, particularly
about Israel’s transference from the land of Egypt to the Promised Land. For some reason
the writers have Midianite associations with Israel going into Egypt.

-Gen 37: 28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took
Joseph to Egypt.

-I’m highlighting this because there is a Midianite association with Israel through Joseph
going into Egypt, which ultimately leads to the people of Israel going into Egypt as well.
Joseph is sent ahead of his family, unknown to them at the time, to bring about a great
salvation for the people of Israel. Here we have the Midianites being involved in that
bringing of Joseph and ultimately Israel into Egypt.

-Gen 37: 36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.

-Is it the Midianites or the Ishmaelites? In Judges 8:24 there’s a close association between
the Midianites and the Ishmaelites. Early in this story we find the Midianites in the land
of Israel. These Midianites are traders working the trade routes bringing various items for
sale into the land of Egypt. It’s interesting to see the involvement of Midianites in Israel
going into Egypt and coming out of Egypt. We also encounter the Midianites in Moses’s
new family and in the Book of Numbers in the Trans-Jordan region where they willingly
lead Israel into some pretty bad things. Later in the biblical period we find the Midianites
in the Book of Judges where they’re battling against the people of Israel.

-If we can rightly trust the genealogies given to us in Genesis as a means of identifying a
people group, what we learn in Genesis 25: 2-3, if you trace back the name Midian,
Midian is a descendant of Abraham through his wife Keturah. Several texts place the
Midianites east of the Jordan Rift. Genesis 25 talks of sending this family group through
Keturah to the land of the east. Yet, the land of the east is not as specific as we would like
it to be. Genesis 36:35 is one example that indicates that the land of the east where the
Midianites dwell is east of the rift. In Numbers 25 — 31, Israel is clearly in the Trans-
Jordan area while encountering the Midianites, east of the rift and to the south. There
seems to be an association between the Midianites and these caravan routes where they
participate in trade west of the rift. Why is it important to find out where the Midianites



are? One reason for locating the land of Midian is that Moses flees “to the land of
Midian” after it became known that he’s killed a man in Egypt.

-Exo 2: 15 When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from
Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down by a well.

-It’s not just that he flees to Midian that causes us to be interested in where it’s located,
it’s the narrative that follows. While Moses is at the well, he encounters the Priest of
Midian’s daughters who go back and tell their father that an Egyptian man has saved
them and expedited their work. Yitro invites him in and ultimately Moses is given one of
the seven daughters of the Priest of Midian. Through this marriage with Zipporah, who’s
name is tied to a bird, Zipporah and Moses have two sons. We learn the name of one of
them early in the text, and Gershom means a stranger there. In this week’s Torah portion
we get the name of the other boy.

-Exo 18: 3 along with her two sons. The name of the one was Gershom (for he said, "I
have been a sojourner in a foreign land"), 4 and the name of the other, Eliezer (for he
said, "The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh").
-Moses is recalling that God has placed him, a stranger in a strange land and he associates
being in a strange land with his flight from Pharaoh to save his life. While Moses is
exiled from Egypt, he’s shepherding the flock of his father-in-law and arrives at a place
that will forever alter his life’s trajectory, a place called Horeb.

-Exo 3: 1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of
Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God.

-The only true answer to the question, where is Horeb, is we don’t know for sure. A lot of
people have some good ideas, but we don’t know for certain. Moses drives the flock of
his father-in-law into the wilderness. In addition, some translations say westward or on
the backside of the wilderness. What wilderness? What does it mean the front side and
back side of the wilderness? In the bible, the Dead Sea is called the Front Sea and the
Mediterranean Sea is at times called the Back Sea. These biblical directions are also tied
directly with the front / east and with the back / west. The writers of the biblical text are
trying to orient you. The east is in front of you and that which is behind you, follows you,
and that’s the west.

-When Moses is driving the flock, he’s going westward in the wilderness. Midian is in
the land of the east and from there, Moses goes westward to Horeb. Where is Horeb. In
the map I put a link to in this weeks UIWU Newsletter there are 15 proposed sites for
Horeb / Sinai, so which one is it? Part of what we’ll be doing is talking about the
wilderness itinerary. We know that the location of Horeb is west of Midian. We also
know from various texts that the location of Horeb is not far from Egypt and therefore
Horeb is in between Midian and Egypt.

-We are looking for the biblical Horeb. A couple of indications make me think that it
could be within a few days journey from the boundary of Egypt. Three text clearly
indicate that the children of Israel request to make a three-day journey into the wilderness
to worship God at an unnamed feast. Recall from the time that God meets Moses in
Exodus 3:12, before he reveals his name to anyone, Elohim tells Moses that he’s going to
go get the people and bring them back to me and worship me on this mountain.

-When Moses goes before Pharaoh, he requests on three different occasions, let us go
three-days into the wilderness. Does he mean it literally or is he just looking for a three-



day head start with two and a half million people? Another reason that I believe it’s not
far from the border of Egypt is in Exodus 4.

-Exo 4: 14 Then the anger of YHVH was kindled against Moses and he said, "Is there not
Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out
to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.

-Moses is at Horeb and Aaron is in Egypt and God tells Moses that Aaron is on his way
to meet you. How does Aaron find Moses at Horeb and how far does he have to go to get
there? Do we get any indication?

-Exo 4: 27 YHVH said to Aaron, "Go into the wilderness to meet Moses." So he went
and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him.

-Go to meet Moses, towards the wilderness. I don’t think that this indicates that it’s very
far. If you’re in Egypt and you begin to walk towards the wilderness, you’re going to
meet Horeb before you’re going to meet Midian.

-Exo 4: 18 Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, "Please let me go
back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether they are still alive." And Jethro said to
Moses, "Go in peace." 19 And YHVH said to Moses in Midian, "Go back to Egypt, for
all the men who were seeking your life are dead." 20 So Moses took his wife and his sons
and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the
staff of God in his hand.

-Aaron is headed east into the wilderness and Moses is headed west into the wilderness
and they meet somewhere. This doesn’t give us where the location of Horeb is, but we’re
at least in a certain region.

-Exo 3: 27 YHVH said to Aaron, "Go into the wilderness to meet Moses." So he went
and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him. 28 And Moses told Aaron all the
words of YHVH with which he had sent him to speak, and all the signs that he had
commanded him to do. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the
elders of the people of Israel.

-They meet at Horeb, Moses fills him in, then they go to Egypt and go before Pharaoh.
How far do they go before they get there; I don’t know? I want you to get the image that
Moses, Zipporah, Gershom, Eliezer, and Aaron meet at Horeb at the mountain of God,
and they go to Egypt and begin this great confrontation between Moses, Aaron, and
Pharaoh. Then the greatness that is the Exodus takes place. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam
lead the children of Israel, after they depart and Pharaoh let them go, they cross the sea
and travel to various staging points, and they’re headed to one location. To the place
where Moses, Zipporah, Gershom, Eliezer, and Aaron met prior to the plagues.

-A few things to consider are that the children of Israel are a large group, approximately
2.75 million people, give or take a few hundred thousand, are going to take longer to get
from Point A to Point B wherever they happen to be on the map; and the route that they
would normally take was changed. Part of the reason is that God doesn’t want the
children of Israel to encounter opposition, become fearful, and want to go back to Egypt,
which they do anyway.

-We have a record of the events along the way. Not only will it take longer with a large
group than with four or five people, it will be much more difficult because the routes
been changed and it’s not a straight shot, but they’re going to encounter opposition
anyway. They meet with a group in Exodus 17 called the Amalekites, Amalek, the arch
enemy of the children of Israel, the evil people called Amalek; and they encounter this



people and battle them at a place called the Wilderness of Sin. Today we have been
talking about some of the difficulties in identifying the precise location of Horeb.

-Exo 17: 1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of
Sin by stages, according to the commandment of YHVH, and camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses
and said, "Give us water to drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test YHVH?" 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?" 4 So Moses cried to YHVH, "What shall I do
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me." 5 And YHVH said to Moses, "Pass
on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there
on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the
people will drink." And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called
the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of
Israel, and because they tested YHVH by saying, "Is YHVH among us or not?"

-I will stand before you on the rock at Horeb. Are they at Horeb? I thought they were in
the wilderness of Sin at Rephidim? Is Rephidim in the wilderness of Sin close to Horeb?
-Exo 18: 1 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, heard of all that God had
done for Moses and for Israel his people, how YHVH had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2
Now Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, had taken Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her
home, 3 along with her two sons. The name of the one was Gershom (for he said, "I have
been a sojourner in a foreign land"), 4 and the name of the other, Eliezer (for he said,
"The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh"). 5
Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness
where he was encamped at the mountain of God.

-We know that at least Zipporah and the boys know the way to the mountain of God,
she’s been there before. She was there with Moses, Gershom, Eliezer, and Aaron on their
way to Egypt. This is often missed by people, before the confrontation / plagues, Moses
sends Zipporah and the boy’s home. How far does he send them? It’s probably not that
far and it’s probably for their safety? They are with him when he goes, the confrontation
with Pharaoh begins, then Jethro is sending word to Moses, ’'m coming in the
wilderness, and I’ve got your wife and boys with me. You sent them home, I’ve got them
with me and I’m bringing them back. Now they’re meeting back up at Horeb, the
mountain of God.

-This mountain is called the mountain of God before the revelation at Sinai which
indicates to me that the mountain had some sense of holiness prior to the giving of the
Ten Words. Whatever we are looking for in terms of Horeb, it must be a place known in
antiquity from the ancient days as the place associated with religious rituals.

-Exo0 19: 1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of
Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim
and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel
encamped before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God. YHVH called to him out
of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of
Israel:



-Is Exodus 19 out of place? Remember last week how we talked about Exodus 16 being
out of place because part of it said that the children of Israel ate manna for forty years and
we were only at the beginning of the Exodus. It’s clearly a later edited text. It says that
they entered the wilderness of Sinai, but I thought they were already there? In Exodus 17
they are at Rephidim not at the wilderness of Sinai, but in the wilderness of Sin and verse
6 mentions Horeb.

-Exo 16: 1 They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came
to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the
second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt.

-On the 15™ day of the second month, they leave on the 15" day of the first month, so it’s
been a month and they reach Elim. You have Elim and Sinai and the wilderness of Sin is
between them. It’s been a month in Exodus 16 when they get to the wilderness of Sin and
in Exodus 17:6 it mentions Horeb so it must be right there. What took them 30 days, it
can’t be close?

-Num 33: 5 So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at Succoth. 6 And
they set out from Succoth and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. 7
And they set out from Etham and turned back to Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-
zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 8 And they set out from before Hahiroth and
passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they went a three days'
journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. 9 And they set out from Marah
and came to Elim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and
they camped there. 10 And they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 11 And
they set out from the Red Sea and camped in the wilderness of Sin. 12 And they set out
from the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 13 And they set out from Dophkah
and camped at Alush. 14 And they set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where
there was no water for the people to drink. 15 And they set out from Rephidim and
camped in the wilderness of Sinai.

-Numbers 33 has a few extra stops in it that are mentioned here that aren’t mentioned in
some of these other texts. In Numbers 33: 5-10 the children of Israel crossed through the
Sea of Reeds, then three-days in the wilderness of Etham. Where is the wilderness of
Etham? It’s right out of Egypt.

-Exo 13: 20 And they moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of
the wilderness.

-Now they head south and after a few stops they camp next to the Sea of Reeds. The
reason I’m bringing up this level of detail is because when you look at a may there are
lots of question marks for the various stops. We know basically the wildernesses and
some of the Egyptian names and a lot of the rest is speculative. We know the Sea of
Reeds as the term that’s applied to the Nile Delta region and the marshy, watery area
there. We also know the Sea of Reeds is also ascribed to the body of water called the
Gulf of Suez, and the Gulf of Agaba.

-Exodus 17 and the wilderness of Sin says that Rephidim is next to the wilderness of Sin
and verse 6 of Exodus 17 puts Horeb here. Exodus 19 seems to abbreviate the journey.
-Exo 19: 1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of
Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim
and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel
encamped before the mountain,



-Once Israel reaches Horeb they are going to remain there for approximately one year.
Let’s say they get there according to Exodus 19 in the third new moon after the Exodus.
It’s still the first year, the third new moon and they are at Sinai.

-Num 10: 11 In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month,
the cloud lifted from over the tabernacle of the testimony, 12 and the people of Israel set
out by stages from the wilderness of Sinai. And the cloud settled down in the wilderness
of Paran.

-So, they’re there for about a year, after which they depart. Second year, twentieth day of
the second month. This means from approximately Exodus 17 through Numbers 10 the
children of Israel are at a place called Horeb / Sinai — one year. Here, according to our
sources, the children of Israel have an encounter with God, a national revelation, an awe-
inspiring encounter with God such as never seen before and likely never will be seen
again like this. We don’t know the exact date of this encounter though it’s called in the
Book of Deuteronomy, the day of assembly.

-Deu 9: 10 And YHVH gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of God,
and on them were all the words that YHVH had spoken with you on the mountain out of
the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly.

-Deu 10: 4 And he wrote on the tablets, in the same writing as before, the Ten
Commandments that YHVH had spoken to you on the mountain out of the midst of the
fire on the day of the assembly. And YHVH gave them to me.

-Deu 18: 16 just as you desired of YHVH your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
when you said, 'Let me not hear again the voice of YHVH my God or see this great fire
any more, lest I die.'

-No date is given for this event which forever changed the course of history other than
it’s called the day of the assembly and we are right to put it in the third month.
Deuteronomy 9:10 and 10:4 mention this voice from the midst of the fire. Deuteronomy
is very specific, you saw nothing, but you heard a voice. Exodus’s story is a little bit
different. Let’s look at this idea of the voice from the midst of the fire. All you did was
hear.

-Deu 4: 12 Then YHVH spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of
words, but saw no form; there was only a voice.

-Deu 4: 15 "Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the
day that YHVH spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire,

-Deu 4: 33 Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the
fire, as you have heard, and still live?

-Deu 4: 36 Out of heaven he let you hear his voice, that he might discipline you. And on
earth he let you see his great fire, and you heard his words out of the midst of the fire.
-Deu 5: 4 YHVH spoke with you face to face at the mountain, out of the midst of the fire,
5 while I stood between YHVH and you at that time, to declare to you the word of
YHVH. For you were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain.
-Deu 5: 22 "These words YHVH spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the
midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no
more. And he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. 23 And as soon as
you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning
with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, and your elders. 24 And you
said, 'Behold, YHVH our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard



his voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and
man still live. 25 Now therefore why should we die? For this great fire will consume us.
If we hear the voice of YHVH our God any more, we shall die. 26 For who is there of all
flesh, that has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we
have, and has still lived? 27 Go near and hear all that YHVH our God will say, and speak
to us all that YHVH our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.'

-What was spoken from the midst of the fire that he added no more? In Deuteronomy
10:4 it’s called the Ten Commandments.

-Deu 10: 4 And he wrote on the tablets, in the same writing as before, the Ten
Commandments that YHVH had spoken to you on the mountain out of the midst of the
fire on the day of the assembly. And YHVH gave them to me.

-Deu 4: 13 And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform,
that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them on two tablets of stone.

-Exo 34: 28 So he was there with YHVH forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread
nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten
Commandments.

-These words called the Ten Words, the Ten Matters, the Ten Things, these are the words
of the covenant and he added no more. According to the bible, the only thing written on
these two tablets, were the Ten Words that were spoken by YHVH, out of the midst of
the fire, on the day of assembly, and he wrote them himself.

-Exo 31: 18 And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount
Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.
-Exo 32: 15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of
the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the
back they were written. 16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God, engraved on the tablets.

-What precisely was written on the tablets? What did he say? What were the words that
were spoken on that day, the day of assembly, at Horeb, from the midst of the fire to an
assembled group of people, in the most awe-inspiring event in the history of humankind?
We have two accounts, Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 and there are differences between
them. Inquiring minds want to know. See the sheet I told you about when I started.

-A Comparison Chart of the Ten Words in English with Notes: (Ex0/20 & Deu/5)
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ten-Words-
Comparison-Chart-in-English-with-NOTES.pdf

-I want to know, what did God say from the mountain, from the midst of the fire? That’s
the most important set of words that have ever pierced into our atmosphere. We did a
several weeks study and I’ve written extensively on them. From this event forward, at a
day unknown other than as a day of assembly, in a place whose location is debated
though known as Horeb or Sinai in other sources. Ten Words whose precise content has
come down to us in two different versions, and yet even given the challenges and the
difficulties with what we have, we have enough to build a better world.

-The question becomes, what was it, what laws traditionally trace back to the year at
Horeb or the year at Sinai? What can we learn from that which came forth from Sinai?
Can we begin to answer that next week?


https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ten-Words-Comparison-Chart-in-English-with-NOTES.pdf
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ten-Words-Comparison-Chart-in-English-with-NOTES.pdf

Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov, God Bless You, Thanks for Joining Us, Have a Beautiful
Week!

THIS WEEK IN TORAH

JANUARY 22,2022

This week’s Torah Portion Yitro: “Jethro” (Exodus 18:1 - 20:23) Jethro’s arrival; Jethro
rejoices; Jethro’s advice; List of requirements for leadership; Jethro leaves; Israel’s
arrival at Mount Sinai; God’s proposal; Preparing for the Torah; The day of revelation;
The ten commandments. “Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!

“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/

UPCOMING EVENTS

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022;
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/
-Walking the Ancient Paths — (2022): Tabor — Nichols Israel Tour October 21 —
November 1, 2022; https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/;
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/
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