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-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 ± October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ILUVW�ILYH�ERRNV�(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings.  
-:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�PRWLIV and some of the things that 
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We¶OO�
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
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TEACHING NOTES 
-7RGD\¶V�FODVV�LV�JRLQJ�WR�IRFXV�RQ�FRQQHFWHGQHVV ZLWKLQ�WRGD\¶V�QDUUDWLYH�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
prior narratives and what follows. ,W¶V�VR�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�UHDGLQJ�DQG�
REVHUYLQJ�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV�WKDW�ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�FDQ¶W�KHOS�EXW�VHH�D�PDVWHU�KDQG�
behind these stories. Today we are in class eleven in our ongoing journey through the 
Pentateuch as we follow the annual cycle of readings. We are currently in the Book of 
Genesis, the Book of Beginnings, and we are in the Joseph Saga. The series of stories that 
are woven together into the Joseph Saga run from Genesis 37:1 to Genesis 50:26. 
Although we focus on Joseph, we also talk about other characters and people generally in 
their relations to and their interactions with Joseph. This Joseph Saga is part of ZKDW¶V�
called by the ancient compLOHU�VFULEH��WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI��EULQJLQJ¶V�IRUWK�RI��
Jacob. Even though Jacob still plays into the story, the focus is on Joseph. The phrase, 
³WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI´�-DFRE�LV�WKH�WHQWK�DQG�ILQDO�RI�WHQ�LQ�WKH�%RRN�RI�*HQHVLV�� 
-%HWZHHQ�WKH�FORVH�RI�ODVW�ZHHN¶V�FODVV�DQG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKLV�ZHHN¶V�FODVV�WKH�
QDUUDWLYH�LQIRUPV�XV�WKDW�LW¶V�EHHQ�WZR�\HDUV��Last week when we closed, Joseph was 
forgotten, and Jacob and Judah are both in mourning. Jacob is mourning his son Joseph 
of wKLFK�KH�VDLG��,¶OO�JR�GRZQ�WR�P\�JUDYH�LQ�grief and refused to be comforted. He 
wanted to be in that place, he was so heartbroken and devastated. Remember that in 
Jeremiah 31:15, Rachel also refused to be comforted. -XGDK�LV�PRXUQLQJ�EHFDXVH�KH¶V�ORVW�
two sons. $V�ZH�EHJLQ�WRGD\¶V�FODVV��-DFRE�KDV�RQO\�ORVW�RQH��/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�QRWHG�WKHUH¶V�
a departure in Genesis 38 which seems out of place; but the scribe who put this all 
together put that story exactly where we needed it, for a reason��DQG�LW¶V�QHHGHG�IRU�
WRGD\¶V�FODVV��Joseph is in prison, DQG�KH¶V�MXVW�JLYHQ�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�WR�WZR�RI�KLV�
cellmates and he told the cupbearer on his way oXW��MXVW�GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�PH�KHUH��EXW�WKDW¶V�
what happened, Joseph was forgotten.  
-7KLV�ZHHN��EHKLQG�WKH�IURQW�SLHFH�RI�WKH�QDUUDWLYH��WKHUH¶V�DQ�XQVHHQ�KDQG�ZRUNLQJ��
guiding, making these things happen. God is working behind the scenes LQ�-RVHSK¶V�
locked up state, his loneliness and feeling of being forgotten, and with Judah and Jacob in 
their mourning. These three situations as tragic as they are, are going to come together 
DQG�\RX¶OO�VHH�D�SXUSRVH�LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�WUDJHGLHV��*RG�LV�XVLQJ�WKH�very 
circumstances which they find themselves in to achieve his plan and purpose. Again, 
ZH¶UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�FRQQHFWHGQHVV�WRGD\��7KHUH�LV�D�EHDXW\�WKDW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�UHDOL]HG�IURP�
the words, in connection with the words, and on the basis of the words.  
-As ,�ZRUN�WKURXJK�DQG�VSHQG�PRUH�WLPH�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ��LV�WKDW�WKHUH¶V�VR�PDQ\�QXDQFHV�
in the Hebrew that connect words and phrases between these stories, that you will not see 
in English, DQG�WKDW¶V�ZKDW�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�WU\�DQG�EULQJ�RXW�IRU�\RX today as we make our 
way through. The Joseph Saga builds around three sets of dreams that work together to 
show the plan and purposes of God working in history for and on behalf of his people. 
First, iQ�WKH�-RVHSK�6DJD�ZH�KDYH�-RVHSK¶V�WZR�GUHDPV�IURP�*HQHVLV����ZKHUH�KH�Wells 
them to his brothers which bring about the situation which he now finds himself in. 
Second, we have the dreams of the two officials RI�3KDUDRK¶V�FRXUW��WKH�cupbearer, and 
the baker. 2QH�LV�NLOOHG�DQG�RQH�LV�VHW�IUHH�ZKR¶V�VXSSRVHG�WR�WHOO�SHRSOH�WKHUH¶V�D�+HEUHZ�
in there who told me the meaning of my dream, but Joseph was forgotten. Third, and the 
ZD\�WRGD\¶V�FODVV�EHJLQV�is with two dreams that were dreamed by Pharaoh.  
-This dream state is the means whereby in these are the generations of Jacob, in the 
-RVHSK�VDJD��LW¶V�WKURXJK�GUHDPV�WKDW�*RG�FRPPXQLFDWHV�KLV�SODQ�DQG�SXUSRVH�DQG�VSHDNV�



to his people. +HUH��ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�DQJHOV�RU�ZLWK *RG��-RVHSK¶V�EURWKers 
refer to him as the Lord of the dreams. 7RGD\¶V�FODVV�LV�FDOOHG�³7KH�/RUG�RI�WKH�/DQG´��
We get to see that the Lord of the Dreams ultimately becomes, the Lord of the Land.  
-I discovered this week from close study, that the three pairs of dreams are connected in 
ZD\V�,�KDGQ¶W�QRWLFHG�EHIRUH and are connected in multiple ways. The two dreams of 
Joseph basically tell the same story DQG�VSHDN�RI�-RVHSK¶V�XOWLPDWHO\�H[altation over 
members of his family. He relates these dreams and causes himself some problems but 
ultimately, LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�OHDG�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�TXLWH�EHQHILFLDO�IRU�DOO�LQYROYHG��When he tells 
WKH�GUHDPV��DOO�WKH�RWKHUV�VHH�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH¶V�WHOOLQJ�WKHP�,¶OO�EH�H[DOWHG�DQG�WKDW¶V�DOO�
they see. :KDW�WKH\�GRQ¶W�VHH�DW�WKH�WLPH, nor could they know, nor Joseph know, that 
ultimately his exaltation would be bringing life to all those who bowed down to him.  
-7KH�RIILFLDOV�RI�3KDUDRK¶V�GUHDPV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�WKURXJK�D�SOD\�RQ�ZRUGV�,�EURXJKW�XS�
ODVW�ZHHN��,W¶V�D�SKUDVH�LQ�+HEUHZ�WKDW�VD\V�WR�OLIW�WKH head, and for one of them the word 
play turned out favorable, his head was lifted, and he was restored. The other one, not so 
well, his head was lifted but with a totally different result.  
-3KDUDRK¶V�GUHDPV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��WKRXJK�GLIIHUHQW�Getails are conveyed, 
both dreams tell the same thing. 6LPLODU�WR�-RVHSK¶V�GUHDPV��ERWK�RI�WKRVH�KDG�D�OLWWOH�ELW�
of different details, but they tell the same story.   
-3KDUDRK¶V�GUHDPV�DQG�WKH�WZR�WKDW�ZHUH�in the prison, their dreams are connected in this 
way; both of their sets of dreams, one has good and ill��MXVW�OLNH�3KDUDRK¶V�GUHDPV��JRRG�
and ill. ,¶P�EULQJLQJ�WKHVH�SRLQWV�RXW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�WKHUH�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ��You have the 
sickly cows and the healthy cows, and you have the sickly wheat and the healthy wheat. 
When you compare this to the good and ill of the two boys in prison, you see that 
connectedness there. One of the versions of -RVHSK¶V�exaltation dreams has to do with 
sheafs of grain and so does one of the dreams of Pharaoh.  
-All of these dreams are connected to each other in that they are all relaying a part of 
*RG¶V�SODQ�DQG�SXUSRVH�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�IROORZLQJ�DORQJ�DV�ZH�ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKH�
Pentateuch. Beyond the connections, one between the other, individual dreams as well as 
within these three sets of dreams, all of these are presented as coming from God. They 
are divine in their origin, and they work together. In the patriarchal narratives and into 
these are the generations of Jacob, we have a repetition of seven-year cycles. In 
PKDUDRK¶V�GUHDPV�KH�KDV�WZR�VHWV�RI�VHYHQ�\HDUV�ZKHUH�ZH�WDON�DERXW�WKH�SOHQW\�DQG�WKH�
time of famine and ultimately the total is fourteen years. This turns out to be the working 
time of Joseph. Joseph is going to implement a fourteen-year plan that moves us closer to 
WKH�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ�DQG�SXUSRVH��-DFRE�WRR�ZRUNV�IRXUWHHQ�\HDUV�DQG�VHFXUHV�
through that effort, two women who ultimately work towards the ultimate plan and 
purposes for *RG¶V plan.   
-Gen 41: 1 After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, 2 
and behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows, attractive and plump, and they fed 
in the reed grass. 3 And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile 
after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 4 And the ugly, thin 
cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 5 And he fell asleep 
and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were 
growing on one stalk. 6 And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by 
the east wind. 7 And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh 
awoke, and behold, it was a dream.  



-7KH�ZLVH�PHQ�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�LQWHUSUHW�3KDUDRK¶V�dream, and this set the stage for 
something which will be repeated later in the biblical text. Remember in Daniel 2, we 
have a similar story to what we read in Genesis 41. You have a foreign ruler who has a 
dream. He presents the dream to those who are supposed to be able to give him the 
meaninJ�DQG�WKH\¶UH�XQDEOH��In that story we also happen to have in the area, one who 
happens to be a Hebrew and can interpret the meaning. The Hebrew gives the meaning 
and ultimately the Hebrew is exalted. I think this is intentional and there are other 
examples of that. When we talk about those Hebrew youths who are given the meaning of 
dreams, they give credit to God.  
-Gen 40: 8 They said to him, "We have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret 
them." And Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them 
to me."  
-Already, Joseph is beginning to recognize that the source of understanding comes from 
heaven. +H¶V�QRW�VD\LQJ��,�FDQ�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�GUHDP��KH¶V�VD\LQJ��ZLWK�*RG¶V�KHOS�,�FDQ�WHOO�
you the meaning. Even when those dreams seem obvious in their interpretation, Joseph 
gives God the credit.  
-Gen 41: 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a 
favorable answer." 25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one; 
God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 28 It is as I told Pharaoh; God has 
shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 
-Dan 2: 27 Daniel answered the king and said, "No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28 but there is a 
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar 
what will be in the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed 
are these:  
-Both of these Hebrews are advising these foreign rulers on the meaning of their dreams, 
and they are relating to them that the gift comes from God.  
-Joe 2: 28 "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your 
young men shall see visions.  
-7RGD\�ZH¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�GUHDPV�DQG�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�WKHUH�RI and how it comes from 
God. Here we talk about a pouring out of the Spirit upon all flesh. Today, in this 
Pentateuch class, I want to talk to you about the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
This is a full gospel Torah teaching today. I want to share with you some insights that I 
wish that people knew who are involved in other understandings of the movement of the 
Spirit. Sometimes when people enter into this world of the Hebrew Bible, coming from 
another background, they leave that spiritual element aside and get into an intellectual 
exercise. If this is only an intellectual exercise for you, you are missing something 
incredible, because the bible talks about this indwelling presence.   
-As far as the flow of the narrative, when Pharaoh tells the dream and none of his 
wisemen can give the meaning, the cupbearer says, I forgot about Joseph. When word 
gets to Pharaoh, he sends for Joseph and takes him out of the pit. When you talk about 
connectedness and you think of Joseph, there are times in his life when he finds himself 
in a pit, the same Hebrew word is used. When Joseph is in the low times of his life our 
scribe uses the same word almost exclusively, pit.  



-Gen 41: 14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of 
the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before 
Pharaoh.  
-Gen 37: 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will 
say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his 
dreams." 22 And Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the 
wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him"--that he might rescue him out of their hand to 
restore him to his father. 24 And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was 
empty; there was no water in it. 28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew 
Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels 
of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.  
-Gen 40: 15 For I was indeed stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also I have 
done nothing that they should put me into the pit."  
-All of these describe Joseph¶s bad place, at the time, as being, Joseph¶s in a pit. 
Remember, Joseph¶s story is one of riches to rags to riches to rags to riches, you follow 
the pattern. You¶ll see patterns all through this.  
-Gen 41: 14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of 
the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before 
Pharaoh.  
-He changed his garment, what¶s significant about this in the story of Joseph the scribe 
also, when he¶s in the low places of life he¶s in a pit and it¶s always related. He changes 
his garment, and he goes out. Pharaoh tells Joseph the dream.  
-Gen 41: 15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who 
can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret 
it." 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable 
answer." 17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Behold, in my dream I was standing on the 
banks of the Nile. 18 Seven cows, plump and attractive, came up out of the Nile and fed 
in the reed grass. 19 Seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, 
such as I had never seen in all the land of Egypt. 20 And the thin, ugly cows ate up the 
first seven plump cows, 21 but when they had eaten them no one would have known that 
they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as at the beginning. Then I awoke. 22 I 
also saw in my dream seven ears growing on one stalk, full and good. 23 Seven ears, 
withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them, 24 and the thin ears 
swallowed up the seven good ears. And I told it to the magicians, but there was no one 
who could explain it to me."  
-Pharaoh is told by Joseph that the dreams relate the same story in their meaning and you 
have ears of grain and cattle and both of these are telling the same story.   
-Gen 41: 32 And the doubling of Pharaoh's dream means that the thing is fixed by God, 
and God will shortly bring it about.  
-Here, we learn an important point, when a dream comes consecutively, it¶s doubled / 
repeated and according to Joseph, the Lord of the dreams, if a dream is doubled it means 
it will be quick in its fulfillment and it¶s from God. What Joseph begins to do is he lays 
out a plan, but does Joseph have himself in line for this position? Does he know that he¶s 
going to be selected? I think he does. He lays out a resume that only he can fit, and he 
describes this person.  



-Gen 41: 37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to 
his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?"  
-Joseph sort of laid this resume out, you have to appoint someone who has these abilities 
that can help you get through this thing.  
-Gen 41: 33 Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him 
over the land of Egypt.  
-A man in whom is the Spirit of God will be understanding and wise, possessing wisdom. 
These qualities of understanding and wisdom are connected to the indwelling of God¶s 
Spirit. They are two of three elements, as described in the biblical texts, that make up the 
evidence which indicates the indwelling presence of God¶s Holy Spirit.   
-Exo 31: 1 YHVH said to Moses, 2 "See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship,  
-Exo 35: 30 Then Moses said to the people of Israel, "See, YHVH has called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 and he has filled him with the 
Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, 
-1Kin 7: 14 He was the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man 
of Tyre, a worker in bronze. And he was full of wisdom, understanding, and skill for 
making any work in bronze. He came to King Solomon and did all his work.  
-Wisdom, understanding, and knowledge are the three elements that indicate the 
indwelling presence of God¶s Holy Spirit. Predictably, we have another artisan who¶s 
filled with the Spirit of God, and he¶s granted with the roots of the Spirit. These represent 
the evidence of an indwelling of God¶s Spirit.  
-Pro 3: 19 YHVH by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the 
heavens; 20 by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew. 
-Jer 10: 12 It is he who made the earth by his power, who established the world by his 
wisdom, and by his understanding stretched out the heavens.  
-Pro 24: 3 By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; 4 by 
knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.  
-Joseph is exalted and he is the guy that fits the bill.  
-Gen 41: 37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to 
his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?" 39 Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning 
and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order 
themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you." 41 
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt." 42 Then 
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, and clothed him 
in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43 And he made him ride in 
his second chariot. And they called out before him, "Bow the knee!" Thus he set him over 
all the land of Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, and without 
your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt."  
-What do we see in Genesis 41:42, the fifth garment change of Joseph. The scribe wants 
us to recognize these garment changes, this one indicating his exaltation.  
-Gen 41: 45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in 
marriage Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the 
land of Egypt.  



-Joseph¶s wife is clearly Egyptian, she¶s the daughter of a priest of On. What does her 
name mean? It¶s only mentioned three times in scripture.  
-Gen 41: 45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in 
marriage Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the 
land of Egypt. 50 Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. 
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him.  
-Gen 46: 20 And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom 
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, bore to him.  
-Asenath is mentioned three times in scripture, and we never hear anything else about 
her. Asenath means belonging to Neith, an Egyptian goddess. Joseph, a good Hebrew boy 
from Canaan, is married to Asenath whose name means, belonging to Neith. This ancient 
Egyptian goddess is fascinating, she¶s one of the most ancient Egyptian goddesses. She 
was considered to be the creator, the goddess of the cosmos. She¶s over fate and wisdom 
and water and hunting and war. Throughout history that was a major association of 
religious folk in Egypt that gave adoration and worship to Neith. One of the chief areas of 
worship for Neith is in this area of the Nile delta, called lower Egypt.  
-Potiphera was the priest of On, and On is also in the Nile delta. Here we have a priest of 
On, perhaps at a place of worship for Neith? Why else would you name your daughter 
Asenath, belonging to Neith if it wasn¶t the name of the god that the family serves. She is 
given to Joseph, and it is through her that two boys are born. Neith is also associated with 
archery, and this is a common theme in the academic papers I read this week.  
-Gen 49: 22 "Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his branches run 
over the wall. 23 The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at him, and harassed him 
severely, 24 yet his bow remained unmoved; his arms were made agile by the hands of 
the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel),  
-Why is it that Jacob is talking about Joseph in terms of archery and his steadfast faith in 
the mighty one of Jacob? We¶ll get to that later. This Egyptian woman, named for an 
Egyptian goddess, whose father was an Egyptian priest in an Egyptian religion, in a place 
where Neith is worshiped, with her, he has two sons named Manasseh and Ephraim.  
-Gen 41: 50 Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the 
daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. 51 Joseph called the name of the 
firstborn Manasseh. "For," he said, "God has made me forget all my hardship and all my 
father's house.  
-The first child is born, and he names the child Manasseh which is related in Hebrew to 
the word which means to forget, it¶s a play. The fact that you name your child, I have 
forgotten all my toil and my fathers house, means you haven¶t forgotten all your toil and 
your IDWKHU¶V house. It¶s a hopeful designation and a name that says, I hope that this child 
helps me to forget the thought of going back to Canaan.  
-Gen 41: 52 The name of the second he called Ephraim, "For God has made me fruitful in 
the land of my affliction."  
-Josephs got these two boys and he¶s between the age of thirty and thirty-seven when his 
sons are born. In Genesis 42, it¶s starting to get into the connectedness I want to share 
with you today. It says that Jacob saw that there¶s grain in Egypt.  
-Gen 42: 1 When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, 
"Why do you look at one another?" 2 And he said, "Behold, I have heard that there is 



grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not 
die."  
-Jacob hears that there¶s food in Egypt and he sends the boys, but he doesn¶t send 
Benjamin, and he sends them to go get grain. As in the dream, though no in its fullness, 
ten brothers bow down before Joseph, they don¶t know who he is. Remember he¶s had 
this dream that the family is going to bow down to him and this isn¶t everybody. It¶s only 
ten, but the ten do bow down.  
-Gen 37: 7 Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and 
stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my 
sheaf." 9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, "Behold, I 
have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me." 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked 
him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother 
and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?"  
-In the first dream, where he talks about the sheaves and the wheat, there is no number 
given as to how many bow down.  
-Gen 42: 7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like 
strangers and spoke roughly to them. "Where do you come from?" he said. They said, 
"From the land of Canaan, to buy food."  
-Here, the scribe is making a lot of effort to show a connection within the texts and the 
stories. Joseph recognized them but treated them as strangers. The same Hebrew root 
word is used for Joseph recognizing them and treating them as strangers. A stranger is 
someone who is not recognized. The root idea has to do with recognize, recognition, or 
identification, meaning that person is identified with that group or not. It¶s part of a play 
on this idea that runs throughout the stories of Genesis, but translations don¶t find a way 
to show you the beauty of this. Let me give you a couple of examples. 
-Gen 37: 32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, 
"This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe or not."  
-In some translations it says, identify this or do you recognize this? In the Hebrew it¶s the 
same idea, recognize.  
-Gen 38: 25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, "By the 
man to whom these belong, I am pregnant." And she said, "Please identify whose these 
are, the signet and the cord and the staff."  
-Gen 27: 33 Then Isaac trembled very violently and said, "Who was it then that hunted 
game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed him? Yes, 
and he shall be blessed."  
-This is the same Hebrew word; Isaac didn¶t recognize Jacob. Jacob to Laban, when 
Laban accuses him of stealing his idols and he¶s looking, Jacob says search my stuff and 
point out, identify, recognize anything that belongs to you.  
-Gen 31: 32 Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our 
kinsmen point out what I have that is yours, and take it." Now Jacob did not know that 
Rachel had stolen them.  
-When the boys say to Jacob, we have this coat, please identify it, and then he identifies 
it.  
-Gen 37: 32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, 
"This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe or not." 33 And he 



identified it and said, "It is my son's robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is 
without doubt torn to pieces."  
-With Tamar, when Judah recognized that those were his things, it¶s the same Hebrew 
word and this is the idea. We at the story now where is says, Joseph recognizes them, but 
they don¶t recognize him, and he treats them like someone not recognized. I don¶t even 
know who you are, in fact, you¶re spies.  
-Gen 42: 9 And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he 
said to them, "You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land." 10 They 
said to him, "No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons of 
one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies." 12 He said to them, 
"No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see." 13 And they said, "We, 
your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, 
the youngest is this day with our father, and one is no more."  
-Who is the one they¶re talking about as the one who is no more, Joseph. The ten of us 
are all sons of one father, the youngest is with daddy, and one is no more.  
-Gen 37: 29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he 
tore his clothes 30 and returned to his brothers and said, "The boy is gone, and I, where 
shall I go?"  
-Gen 42: 13 And they said, "We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man 
in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is no 
more." 32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One is no more, and the youngest is 
this day with our father in the land of Canaan.'  
-Here, the boys relate in reference to Joseph, he is the one who is not. This also comes 
across prophetically.  
-Jer 31: 15 Thus says YHVH: "A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
because they are no more." 
-In Hebrew it doesn¶t say they are not; it says he is not. Who is, he is not? Rachel is 
weeping for her sons, how is it that this becomes the singular here? In both places where 
it says that Rachel is weeping over her sons and refuses to be comforted, these are plural 
and at the end it says, and because he is not. Who is ³the´ he, is for a later class?  
-Now it¶s lesson time, Joseph needs to put the boys through a test. Remember that the 
punishment has to fit the crime and they have to reap what they sow. The story is played 
out with brilliance, and we have to see the connection between the actions of Joseph to 
the brothers, and their actions that lead to this particular place. At first, he proposes that 
he¶s going to send one of them to go get the youngest, then all of the boys are put into 
custody. Now Joseph has tasted imprisonment and now it¶s as if those who were 
responsible for his time, they¶re now in prison. In verse 18, there¶s a phrase that says, ³do 
this and live´, it¶s interesting how this phrase plays into later legislation and in the 
Pentateuch.  
-In Genesis 42:19, Joseph reverses his plan, originally, he¶s going to send one to go get 
the youngest, but here, he¶s going to send all but one to go get Benjamin and he¶s going 
to keep one. Now who does he pick to keep and why? He picks Simeon. Joseph knows 
the boys and still has a bone to pick with them for what happened to him. Why does he 
pick Simeon? At least part of this is that Simeon is the second son of Leah. He wants to 
keep the second son of Leah to exchange for the second son of Rachel. The boys are 



catching on, but they still don¶t know that Joseph is Joseph, he¶s just the Lord of the 
Land. He speaks Egyptian, he¶s speaking through an interpreter and in their mind, he¶s an 
Egyptian.  
-Gen 42: 21 Then they said to one another, "In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is 
why this distress has come upon us." 22 And Reuben answered them, "Did I not tell you 
not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his 
blood."  
-In the Hebrew it says, and also his blood, behold is seeking. My understanding from the 
Hebrew is that Reuben says, his blood is coming after us, it doesn¶t mean that his blood is 
required. His blood is seeking and chasing us down. Now Joseph hears them say, it¶s 
because of what we did to our brother, and he has to turn away and weep. Joseph gets his 
composure back because he¶s not done yet. Now we have the story of the sacks and the 
money. They get ready to leave, Simeon is locked up, and they go back and along the 
way they realize that their money has been put back in the sack and when they get home, 
they begin to tell Jacob about the events.  
-Gen 42: 36 And Jacob their father said to them, "You have bereaved me of my children: 
Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this 
has come against me."  
-Then Reuben offers a plan and Jacob refuses to go with it and he refuses to address the 
issue. They said we can¶t get any more wheat and you can¶t have Simeon back until we 
bring Benjamin because he thinks we¶re lying. We¶ve got to bring Benjamin in order to 
get Simeon back and Jacob doesn¶t address it. Then they get low on wheat, but in his 
mind, he can¶t face losing a third son, but the only one in the group who can relate, who 
also lost two sons, is Judah. In Genesis 38, we read about a situation where Judah didn¶t 
want to give up a third son, so he knows how to relate to his dad. Judah goes up to his 
dad and says, you have to understand, the man said that we have to bring Benjamin. 
Judah may have said, I know what you feel, I too lost two sons 
-Gen 43: 6 Israel said, "Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that you had 
another brother?" 7 They replied, "The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and 
our kindred, saying, 'Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?' What we 
told him was in answer to these questions. Could we in any way know that he would say, 
'Bring your brother down'?" 8 And Judah said to Israel his father, "Send the boy with me, 
and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also our little 
ones.  
-You can feel the frustration there, the boys said, we didn¶t volunteer this information, he 
asked us, do you have your dad and is he ok? Do you have another brother? How would 
we know he¶d say, well bring him down? Jacob is asking they why they divulged that 
much information. Did they tell the truth or not? Jacob assumes that the boys have 
screwed up again, so is Jacob right or the boys?  
-Gen 42: 9 And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he 
said to them, "You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land." 10 They 
said to him, "No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons of 
one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies." 12 He said to them, 
"No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see." 13 And they said, "We, 



your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, 
the youngest is this day with our father, and one is no more."  
-Joseph knew that they had a younger brother already, but they lied and told their dad that 
they didn¶t tell him about Benjamin. Just as Jacob suspected, the boys gave the 
information freely, but he¶s never going to find out. We know it, but Jacob never found 
out. So, Judah convinces Jacob, and he says, take your brother and bring somethings with 
you.  
-Gen 43: 11 Then their father Israel said to them, "If it must be so, then do this: take some 
of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the man, a little 
balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Take double the 
money with you. Carry back with you the money that was returned in the mouth of your 
sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again to the 
man. 14 May God Almighty grant you mercy before the man, and may he send back your 
other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of my children, I am 
bereaved."  
-Why did Jacob have them bring balm and a little honey? We need to know this because 
of the connectedness of the story.  
-Gen 37: 25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry it down to Egypt.  
-The Hebrew reflects that the same things that the Ishmaelites were carrying in their 
caravan, Jacob now sends with Benjamin. So, both of the sons of Rachel go into Egypt 
with the same sorts of things. Whenever I read these stories and we see these 
connections, everything about them draws out this inner connectedness. The second son 
of Rachel finds himself on the way to Egypt, and the one over Joseph¶s house begins to 
prepare for the meeting. The boys are concerned about the money they had in their bags 
and that they¶ll get into trouble. When they explained to Joseph about when they found 
the money they said, we have that money and we brought you more. Joseph probably 
says, I¶ve got your money, your God must have given you that as a gift, keep the money. 
All of the boys bowed down in fulfillment of Joseph¶s dream.  
-Gen 43: 26 When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the present that 
they had with them and bowed down to him to the ground. 27 And he inquired about their 
welfare and said, "Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?" 
28 They said, "Your servant our father is well; he is still alive." And they bowed their 
heads and prostrated themselves. 29 And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, "Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke 
to me? God be gracious to you, my son!" 30 Then Joseph hurried out, for his compassion 
grew warm for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he entered his chamber 
and wept there. 31 Then he washed his face and came out. And controlling himself he 
said, "Serve the food." 
-Imagine, think about the power, the emotion, Joseph sees his brother, he has to get up 
and get out of the room, so he doesn¶t cry in front of them. Part of this is that he¶s still not 
finished testing the boys yet. He washes his face, he comes back, he sets it up. Now this 
is a different meal then the brothers had concerning Joseph last time. Last time they were 
plotting against him, this time it¶s a totally different story. In verse 34, Benjamin is 
shown favoritism when he¶s given five times more than the rest of his brothers. The 



question becomes, how will the brothers of Israel treat the second son of Rachel? Joseph 
is not done yet.  
-This time Joseph slides his cup in the bag of Benjamin. All the boys are together and 
they¶re going back, and Benjamin¶s bag has his divination cup and Joseph says to his 
troops, overtake them and accuse them of theft. Think of the connectedness with Laban¶s 
story, there¶s idolatry involved, Laban chases them down and accuses them of theft. 
-Gen 44: 9 Whichever of your servants is found with it shall die, and we also will be my 
lord's servants."  
-Gen 31: 32 Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our 
kinsmen point out what I have that is yours, and take it." Now Jacob did not know that 
Rachel had stolen them. 
-The same details are being played out again in the life of Joseph. This is why the rabbis 
say that same thing that happened to the fathers happened to the descendants. When 
accused of stealing the cup the brothers said, kill the person who has it and we¶ll all be 
slaves. Joseph counters that and says, the person who has it can be my slave and the rest 
of you can go away. Your free to go. The drama unfolds and they tear their garments. 
They know they can¶t go back and tell their father that Benjamins not with them. They¶re 
distressed and rip their garments. Remember the story of Joseph¶s garment being ripped 
and coated in blood to appear that a beast has eaten him. Next, Judah makes an offer. 
-Gen 44: 14 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house, he was still there. They 
fell before him to the ground. 15 Joseph said to them, "What deed is this that you have 
done? Do you not know that a man like me can indeed practice divination?" 16 And 
Judah said, "What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear 
ourselves? God has found out the guilt of your servants; behold, we are my lord's 
servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found." 17 But he said, 
"Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was found 
shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father." 
-Judah says that all of the boys will be servants. Remember Judah¶s plan for Joseph when 
all of the boys were talking about killing him? 
-Gen 37: 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and 
conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers listened to him.  
-Judah¶s plan at that time was let¶s not kill him, let¶s just sell him into slavery. Now, 
Judah offers that they all be put into slavery. The stories are connected.  
-Gen 44: 16 And Judah said, "What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or 
how can we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt of your servants; behold, we are 
my lord's servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found." 17 But he 
said, "Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was 
found shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father."  
-We are all sitting on the edge of our seat. How is the story going to move forward? Is 
Benjamin going to be left in Egypt? Tension is at the highest point. One thing is on the 
mind of Judah and the mind of Joseph. They are both thinking about the same person. 
Join me next week and tell you what was on the mind of Joseph and on Judah¶s mind.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov and Have a beautiful week! 
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