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-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 ± October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ILUVW�ILYH�books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings that are followed in most Jewish Communities.  
-:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�VRPH�RI the theological motifs and some of the things that 
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We¶OO�
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
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TEACHING NOTES 
-7RGD\¶V�class on The Pentateuch ± A New Look is on Torah portion VaYechi, (Genesis 
47:28 ± 50:26��ZKLFK�LV�WUDQVODWHG�DV��³$QG�KH�lived´. This is the final reading in the 
annual Torah cycle of readings from the Book of Genesis. Within the Book of Genesis, 
we are also wrapping up number ten of ten books within the book and this final book was 
called, the bringing¶s forth of Jacob, or these are the generations of Jacob. The focus has 
been primarily on Joseph, the favored son, of the favored woman of Jacob. This final 
book runs from Genesis 37 ± 50.  
-Gen 37: 2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, 
his father's wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father.  
-Gen 50: 26 So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in 
a coffin in Egypt.  
-The book brackets the story of Joseph and that¶s why I call it the Joseph Saga, however 
this didn¶t start with Joseph¶s birth, this occurred in the previous book. This book begins 
when life really takes off for Joseph, the story that the ancient scribes want us to focus 
on. With the close of the Book of Genesis we also close out the patriarchal period, and by 
the end of the Book of Genesis, they¶re all dead, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and all 
the matriarchs.  
-I want to bring up a point at this juncture that I think is important and it has to do with 
life according to the bible. Today¶s Torah portion talks about the death of Jacob and 
Joseph, and yet in a book that filled with stories of death, it¶s called ³and he lived´. Our 
subject is Jacob, and our story begins today with, ³and Jacob lived´. It¶s important to note 
the emphasis on life that the Hebrew Bible presents. Today¶s reading focuses on the end 
of the life of Jacob and on the blessings that he passes on to his sons. In one case, his 
grandsons are elevated and adopted from the station of grandson to son. The bible is 
careful in most cases to introduce us as we talk about death, in most cases it begins with 
the story of life. You just don¶t report that, biblically, and so and so died. I¶ve noticed this 
over and over again in the text.  
-Gen 47: 28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob, 
the years of his life, were 147 years. 29 And when the time drew near that Israel must die, 
-Notice it¶s slight, it¶s very subtle, but I want you to notice that it begins by recounting 
parts of life as we lead up to the notice of death.  
-Gen 5: 5 Thus all the days that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died. 6 When Seth 
had lived 105 years, he fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived after he fathered Enosh 807 years 
and had other sons and daughters. 8 Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he 
died.  
-Gen 23: 1 Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 And Sarah 
died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan,  
-Notice that it reports life, life, life, and then you have to report the death. The focus on 
life rather than death in the Hebrew Bible becomes obvious to the reader once you see it. 
When we lose somebody, death is the enemy the bible says, but the focus as much as it 
can be aught to be on the life of that individual. They lived, and that¶s the story of Jacob. 
And Jacob lived, he describes his own life in one way, and we¶ll get to that.  
-According to the Hebrew Bible it¶s not crystal clear what happens to a person when they 
are no longer with us, but there are hints that this is not all there is. It doesn¶t go into a lot 



of description of the by and by. We¶ll get into Exodus 3:6 next week, when Moses 
encounters God at Horeb, he¶s met by a voice that says, I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Not, I used to be the God of, they¶re dead. The 
Hebrew Bible at least hints that that is not all that there is. Recall that Jacob describes his 
own life.  
-Gen 47: 7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How many are the days of the 
years of your life?" 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my sojourning 
are 130 years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not 
attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning." 
-Jacob has sort of a negative assessment as he¶s 130 at the time and he looks back. We 
happen to have insight to some of his life and he did have troubles. They¶ve been few and 
bad. The way that this week¶s reading kicks off we naturally think that Jacob and the 
family have been in the land of Egypt for seventeen years.  
-Gen 47: 28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob, 
the years of his life, were 147 years. 29 And when the time drew near that Israel must die, 
he called his son Joseph and said to him, "If now I have found favor in your sight, put 
your hand under my thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with me. Do not bury me 
in Egypt, 30 but let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their 
burying place." He answered, "I will do as you have said." 31 And he said, "Swear to 
me"; and he swore to him. Then Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed.  
-We assume again that it¶s been seventeen years, we know that he was 130 years old 
when he arrived. The saga begins with Joseph being 17 years old, and now the author, in 
a beautiful way, to tie things together, the author wants us to make this association and 
now we have these seventeen years at the close. Has it really been seventeen years? Jacob 
makes Joseph swear, and one of the things that he says to Joseph is, I want you to do with 
me loving kindness and truth. What he means is, don¶t you leave me in Egypt. Swear to 
this that you will bring me back to that land and bury me with my people. I love the text, 
and he breathed his last and was gathered to his people.  
-Our story has two sets of blessings if you will which are represented as the final words 
of Jacob to his sons. The first set of blessings and the first set of sons that he meets with 
to pass on these final words are the sons of Joseph in Genesis 48. Joseph hears that his 
father is ill, so he gets his boys. I want you to imagine, how old are they? Are they young 
boys or a little older than seventeen years old?  
-Gen 48: 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land 
of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, 'Behold, I will make you fruitful and 
multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your 
offspring after you for an everlasting possession.'  
-Gen 35: 9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed 
him. 10 And God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called 
Jacob, but Israel shall be your name." So he called his name Israel. 11 And God said to 
him, "I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations 
shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land that I gave 
to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after 
you." 13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him.  



-Jacob heard from God at Luz, in the land of Canaan, be fruitful and multiply. When he 
tells Joseph that God El Shaddai had appeared to him, he remembers it a little bit 
differently. God said, you be fruitful and multiply, but Jacob says that God told him, I 
will make you fruitful and multiply. Is Jacob thinking, God has to do this for me rather 
than this being something of his own doing? Genesis 35:9-12 is one ancient sources 
recollection of the naming of Israel and another from a separate source is in Genesis 32. 
-Gen 32: 28 Then he said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
"Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And there he 
blessed him.  
-The details between these two stories are a little bit different but none the less we know 
that the story is basically the same.  
-Gen 48: 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land 
of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, 'Behold, I will make you fruitful and 
multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your 
offspring after you for an everlasting possession.'  
-My assessment is that this text has not been updated, meaning that there¶s no updating of 
names and places. If it was, it most likely would have said, and YHVH appeared to him 
at Bethel. These ancient names for God, you have the being Elohim, he identifies himself 
as El Shaddai (God Almighty) in the earliest sources. Then the place is called Luz 
because in the patriarchal period there was on Bethel till a later point. Earlier in Genesis 
there are episodes where later writers update the text to reflect the contemporary time in 
which they are writing. Here¶s an example.  
-Gen 28: 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at 
the first.  
-That¶s an intrusion into the text. It doesn¶t take anything away from the inspiration, it¶s 
just simply an editorial update. We can be thankful for these editorial updates but there 
are a lot of them. When we are looking for and trying to trace the earliest strata of the 
text, we have to look for clues that indicate that it¶s been updated or edited. Don¶t get 
nervous, whenever we see these things, we just need to make note of them.  
-Gen 35: 6 And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he 
and all the people who were with him,  
-Imagine I¶m a scribe and I¶ve inherited all of these ancient stories which I want to 
preserve. Perhaps God has spoken to me about preserving these stories and I begin to 
assemble these ancient stories. When these scribes began to assemble these texts, they 
wanted you to understand at Bethel was not called Bethel at the first, it was called Luz.  
-In Genesis 48, Jacob is going to bless first the sons of Joseph and he tells him that he¶s 
going to make them like Reuben and Simeon. What he means by this is that his boys will 
be elevated into the station of sons, equal to Jacob¶s other sons. Having sons from 
Egyptian mothers is not the big deal that¶s later made of it in tight religious circles. These 
people fell in love just like we do. Jacob tells Joseph that he¶s going to take his two boys 
Manasseh and Ephraim, and they will be like sons to me, they are going to be called by 
my name and be tribal leaders.  
-Gen 48: 5 And now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I 
came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and 
Simeon are.  



-The boys were born to Joseph and Asenath prior to Jacob coming to Israel. He¶s 130 
when he gets to Egypt, he dies at 147, and the boys are born before he¶s 130. When Jacob 
dies the boys are at least 17 years old.   
-Gen 48: 6 And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be 
called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I came from 
Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was still 
some distance to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, 
Bethlehem)."  
-Some scholars propose that a certain section has been edited and inserted into the story 
of Genesis 48. It too is an ancient story, but it¶s not part of the original account. Here¶s 
what they say is inserted.  
-Gen 48: 1 After this, Joseph was told, "Behold, your father is ill." So he took with him 
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said, "Who are 
these?"  
-The story reads fine but its important to remember that Jacob has been in Egypt for 
seventeen years at the time of his death. Has it been seventeen years and he hasn¶t known 
Joseph¶s boys?  
-Gen 48: 9 Joseph said to his father, "They are my sons, whom God has given me here." 
And he said, "Bring them to me, please, that I may bless them."  
-It could be that he¶s met them and that at 147 he¶s slipping?  
-Gen 48: 10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. So 
Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel 
said to Joseph, "I never expected to see your face; and behold, God has let me see your 
offspring also."  
-This sounds like something that Jacob would say as soon as he met the boys when he 
first got to Egypt. Are we to assume that these boys are seventeen or older in these texts?  
-Gen 48: 12 Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself with his 
face to the earth.  
-Is the picture of two young children coming from between his knees? Putting your 
seventeen-year-old sons between your knees would be a little awkward. The image that 
I¶m getting is that this is going back to the first meeting. A blessing is coming to these 
boys but will get to that later.  
-Gen 47: 28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob, 
the years of his life, were 147 years.  
-The editor of this is giving an overview of what is to follow because he mentions that he 
lives to be 147, but we¶re going to go back in time to look at an event that took place 
earlier. We know Jacob is 130 when he arrives in Egypt and he dies at 147, seventeen 
years total. Clearly verse 28 is out of place chronologically. At this point the author wants 
us to look forward and gives us an overview of what¶s coming in the story.  
-Gen 47: 27 Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they 
gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly.  
-Gen 48: 1 After this, Joseph was told, "Behold, your father is ill."  
-The narrative flow is, Israel goes to Egypt, is fruitful and multiplies, and a short time 
later after he¶s arrived in Egypt, he¶s told his father is sick. There is no need to assume 
that seventeen years have passed. The term, ³and after these things´ is a non-specific time 
frame. The author doesn¶t have the data most likely to say. When the author does have 



the data he says, Joseph was in prison for two years. When the data is there the author 
share it, when it¶s not the author tends to be sort of vague, ³and after these things´. 
Orderly, this happened after he got to Egypt. We do this in our day as well, ³once upon a 
time´. How soon after Israel and the family arrive did these events take place? We don¶t 
know, but the stories are presented as sequential. Israel arrives with the family and a 
seventeen-year clock begins. From the time he gets there at 130 he¶s got seventeen years 
and the scribe wants us to know that Joseph was seventeen when he and his father were 
separated. Jacob got seventeen years with Joseph at the beginning of his life and Joseph 
got seventeen years with Jacob at the end of his father¶s life. His first seventeen hears and 
his father¶s last seventeen years. It¶s a way to frame this ancient story and it¶s quite 
lovely. Sometime later Joseph is told that his father is ill, how much later we just don¶t 
know. Joseph brings his two boys Manasseh and Ephraim, to his father pretty soon after 
he arrives and Israel blesses, adopts, and elevates them to the status as sons, just like 
Reuben and Simeon.  
-Gen 48: 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, "Behold, I am about to die, but God will be with 
you and will bring you again to the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover, I have given to 
you rather than to your brothers one mountain slope that I took from the hand of the 
Amorites with my sword and with my bow."  
-God will cause you to return to the land of your fathers, this is plural. Why is Jacob 
addressing Joseph in the plural? Then in verse 22 it switches back to the singular. 
Moreover, I have given to thee/you one shoulder. This is probably a subtle play talking 
about Shechem, the place, which means shoulder. In context, he is talking about Shechem 
the place. He¶s giving Joseph this area, this particular place. What¶s being talked about 
here where it says, which I took out of the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with 
my bow? Does anybody remember Jacob taking Shechem from an Amorite with sword 
and bow? Do we have that story? He could be talking about the slaughter by Simeon and 
Levi. In a way, Shechem was taken by violence in Genesis 34:25-29. Jacob says, I took 
Shechem with my sword and my bow. It could mean that his family took the land by 
force. Jacob is very critical of the taking of Shechem by sword and bow and he says that 
Simeon and Levi are instruments of cruelty. He doesn¶t want anything to do with there 
crime so why would he now assume responsibility in a statement to Joseph?  
-Gen 49: 5 "Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their swords. 6 Let 
my soul come not into their council; O my glory, be not joined to their company. For in 
their anger they killed men, and in their willfulness they hamstrung oxen. 7 Cursed be 
their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob and 
scatter them in Israel.  
-Jacob is sickened when he hears what they did to the people of Shechem. You have 
ruined it for us here boys and they have to leave after that. Their answer was, should we 
let them treat our sister like a whore? You shouldn¶t have done that, you slew everyone. 
You took their women and their children and killed their animals and the people, this was 
horrible. My final word to you is that you¶re going to be scattered in Israel. The writer 
wants us to see that this was an overreaction. If this is in reference to that, the slaughter at 
Shechem, is there any reference to an Amorite? Do we know that the people of Shechem 
are Amorites? Later we are going to study a lot about the Amorites and what does that 
mean. Does it broadly point to the people of Canaan? We know that Shechem ultimately 
goes to the tribe of Joseph. In particular, they became the inheritance of Manasseh. 



-Jos 24: 32 As for the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from Egypt, 
they buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land that Jacob bought from the sons of 
Hamor the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of money. It became an inheritance of 
the descendants of Joseph.  
-Genesis 49, like 48 is presented as Israel¶s final words to his sons, almost prophecy if 
you will.  
-Gen 49: 1 Then Jacob called his sons and said, "Gather yourselves together, that I may 
tell you what shall happen to you in days to come. 2 "Assemble and listen, O sons of 
Jacob, listen to Israel your father.  
-Imagine he calls them into the room, and he gives them this idea that he¶s going to tell 
them something about the end. Just like when Joseph is told that his father is near death, 
he¶s ill, this is similar, and I believe they happen pretty close together. One might rightly 
assume that the blessing of the sons of Joseph and the blessing of all the boys together, 
that these events come together at a certain time. Gather and assemble, and I¶ll tell you 
what shall befall you in the latter days. When we talk about the future, we tend to think 
that that¶s looking forward. In Hebrew, we think about it as the days which follow, and 
are coming up right behind you. The phrase, ³in days to come´, points to that which 
follows.  
-Isa 11: 11 In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the 
remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, 
from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. 12 He will 
raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the 
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall 
depart, and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not be jealous of 
Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 14 But they shall swoop down on the 
shoulder of the Philistines in the west, and together they shall plunder the people of the 
east. They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, and the Ammonites shall 
obey them. 15 And YHVH will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, and will 
wave his hand over the River with his scorching breath, and strike it into seven channels, 
and he will lead people across in sandals. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria 
for the remnant that remains of his people, as there was for Israel when they came up 
from the land of Egypt. 
-This passage is interesting because it talks about Judah and Joseph. This prophetic text is 
filled with clues, allusions that point to this great redemption that¶s coming and it ties in 
with our patriarchal narratives. In verse 11 it says that Adonai will extend his hand yet a 
second time, in Hebrew it¶s Yoseph, which means to do again. Remember when Joseph is 
born, Rachel names him Yoseph because God has given her another son. This text in 
Isaiah 11:11 is doing a play on the name Joseph. Why, because we are going to talk about 
reaching the hand a second time and bringing back Joseph and Judah. It¶s talking about 
the return of scattered Israel.  
-Two groups are talked about in Isaiah 11, (1) the banished of Israel, and (2) the scattered 
of Judah. Two groups, and they both have to be brought back. There are two parts to this 
prophecy, and most don¶t get this because they are not careful with the text. What we 
have in verse 13 is called Hebrew parallelism. Meaning that there¶s two parts to this 
prophetic utterance and Part A has to align with Part B. This is how I understand it, Part 
1A, the jealousy of Ephraim shall depart. It says, the harassers of Judah shall be cut off. 



You get the impression that Ephraim is not going to be jealous anymore and whoever it is 
that¶s harassing Judah is going to be cut off. So, Part 2 has to say the same thing. 
Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.  
-Isa 11: 13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, and those who harass Judah shall be cut 
off; Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
-The harassers of Judah are not an 
outside group harassing Judah in 
this picture, the harassers of Judah 
are people from Judah who are 
harassing Ephraim. It¶s not 
someone harassing Judah, it is a 
group within Judah who are 
harassing Ephraim and that group 
will be cut off. This prophecy 
means that when the restoration 
takes place, Ephraim shall not be 
jealous of Judah and Judah shall 
not harass Ephraim. That harassing 
group within Judah will be cut off.  
-These stories at the end of 
Genesis, of Jacob¶s final words to 
his sons and grandsons suggests that there are prophetic hints within them, and I¶ll cover 
a few of them. In Genesis 48, we are dealing with the sons of Joseph, Ephraim, and 
Manasseh. Historically, as you follow this through Ephraim becomes the dominant tribe 
in the Northern Kingdom. So much so, that Ephraim becomes the name associated with 
that Northern Kingdom. Israel, Ephraim, and Joseph are the names that are attributed to 
the Northern Kingdom. Ephraim, we read in Jeremiah is God¶s son, his firstborn son.  
-Gen 48: 15 And he blessed Joseph and said, "The God before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this 
day, 16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; and in them let my 
name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow 
into a multitude in the midst of the earth."  
-Here, Jacob is asking that the angel bless the lads. Part of this blessing is that he says the 
name of his fathers is going to be attributed to this group. Now where is says, let them 
grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth, it¶s something like the fish do, how they 
swim together. Some have said, let them proliferate like fish. The idea is that they¶re 
going to come together like fish, and they are going to be together somehow. It doesn¶t 
mean let them grow into a multitude, they don¶t know how to say this in English, but it 
has something to do with fish.  
-Jer 16: 14 "Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares YHVH, when it shall no 
longer be said, 'As YHVH lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt,' 15 but 'As YHVH lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the north 
country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.' For I will bring them back 
to their own land that I gave to their fathers. 16 "Behold, I am sending for many fishers, 
declares YHVH, and they shall catch them. And afterward I will send for many hunters, 



and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the 
rocks. 
-Joseph¶s descendants are to become like fish and the way that you get them is you fish 
for them. If I were to begin a prophetic ministry to attempt to start the clock. If God 
spoke to me and said go get those people, I would kick it off like this. I would say, I¶m a 
fisher of men and women. Or I might even say to others, follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men. That is the most biblical way to kick off a movement to bring back the 
scattered ones. They are going to be like fish, and they are going to be among the nations. 
Go get your pole and your net because you¶re going to go fishing for people. Someone 
once said, follow me and I¶ll make you fishers of men. Within this group we have people 
from different faith backgrounds, and some have discounted everything that they grew up 
with, but that is a powerful prophetic way to kick off the redemption and if I get called to 
do that, I will say the same. Joseph notices that Jacob has his hands swapped on the boys. 
He brought the boys to Jacob so that the eldest would be on his right, but Daddy swapped 
his arms and Joseph tried to correct him.  
-Gen 48: 19 But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He also shall 
become a people, and he also shall be great. Nevertheless, his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude of nations."  
-This could be translated, a fullness of gentiles. The idea is that this descendant of Joseph, 
his descendants will also become a great people and his seed will become a multitude of 
nations or a fulness of gentiles. God¶s redemption in its totality, the plan will not be 
realized until this fulness of the nations comes in. Until the fulness of the gentiles comes 
in as someone once put it. Until this fulness comes in we won¶t realize the full fulfillment 
of God¶s plan and purposes on the planet. In Genesis 49, Jacob says to his sons, gather 
yourselves together that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the latter days. 
Assemble (plural) and listen (plural), both of these seem to be hinting at an order that¶s 
going to trigger the redemption. Come together first and listen, in a way this is what we 
have to do.  
-Deu 4: 30 When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter 
days, you will return to YHVH your God and obey his voice. 31 For YHVH your God is 
a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your 
fathers that he swore to them.  
-Deu 31: 29 For I know that after my death you will surely act corruptly and turn aside 
from the way that I have commanded you. And in the days to come evil will befall you, 
because you will do what is evil in the sight of YHVH, provoking him to anger through 
the work of your hands."  
-Isa 2: 2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of YHVH 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: "Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of YHVH, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of YHVH from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. 



-This passage is almost word for word in Micah 4 except where one sees gentiles and the 
other calls it people. It¶s the people who are supposed to return.  
-Jer 23: 20 The anger of YHVH will not turn back until he has executed and 
accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 
-Jer 30: 24 The fierce anger of YHVH will not turn back until he has executed and 
accomplished the intentions of his mind. In the latter days you will understand this. 
-Some of this is only now being understood is because we might be in a period known as 
the latter days. Who knows how long we have left? The clock has started and sequentially 
things are beginning to happen. People are beginning to wake up. Ezekiel has a vision of 
a valley of dry bones.   
-Eze 37: 1 The hand of YHVH was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 
YHVH and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me 
around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 
behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" 
And I answered, "O Lord YHVH, you know." 4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy over these 
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of YHVH. 5 Thus says the Lord 
YHVH to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And 
I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am YHVH." 7 
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord YHVH: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 10 So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 
feet, an exceedingly great army. 11 Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are indeed cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord YHVH: 
Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am YHVH, when I open 
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 
know that I am the YHVH; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares YHVH." 
-In this vision Ezekiel is asked what do you see in these bones, can they live? He says, 
you know they can live, and he says speak. Gather yourselves together, assemble 
yourselves, that is going to be first. The first thing that has to happen is you have to hear 
the word of YHVH. Hearing the words of YHVH brings the bones together. The bones 
come together first, but not until the word of YHVH goes forth. When I say the word of 
YHVH, I¶m talking scriptural. What God said, not what a man said about what God said. 
We¶re talking about this has to be something that can raise the dead. A message from 
YHVH for the latter days that can raise the dead, but they come together first. They are 
still dry bones, but they are together. At that stage you just have an assembled graveyard. 
Then the message has to be, Spirit breath upon these slain ones that they might live and 
that¶s what happens.  



-In Genesis 49, Judah and Joseph are addressed directly and all others except Reuben are 
spoken about. When he¶s speaking about the final words to the other tribes, it¶s all third 
person like they¶re not in the room. Simeon and Levi are instruments of cruelty. You 
could imagine them saying, we¶re right here Dad, but it¶s spoken in a different voice. 
Joseph and Judah are the focus.  
-Our author of Genesis really wants us to think about this as we move out of the book. 
What has happened at the end is something that we need to carry with us into Exodus. 
Judah and Joseph have moved up. Judah and Joseph because of their common love for 
the father have come together in a very interesting relationship and that relationship 
pictures a prophetic relationship as well. But they are the key. Remember 1 Chronicles 
5:1-2 mentions Reuben and he did this bad thing and now here¶s Judah and his role and 
by the way, Joseph gets the birthright.  
-The plan of YHVH, El Shaddai the Elohim to the fathers will be acted out over the 
course of biblical history, this plan, and it¶s still being worked in our day. But for now, 
Joseph, the beloved son of the favored wife, is dead, in a box, in Egypt and in a way, so it 
is to this day. Joseph is in a grave. But the promise is that when the word of YHVH goes 
forth, the bones will come together and when the Spirit comes upon these bones they¶ll 
stand up. The family of Israel needs at this point in the text to go home to the Promised 
Land. And so it is even in our day, the family needs to go home to their own land. Next 
week we begin that journey as we start the Book of Exodus. As our continuing focus on 
the Pentateuch picks up again in a new book.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov, we¶ll see you next week.  
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
DECEMBER 18, 2021 
7KLV�ZHHN¶V�7RUDK�3RUWLRQ�9D<HFKL��³$QG�+H�/LYHG´��*HQHVLV�������± �������-DFRE¶V�
HQG�GUDZV�QHDU��+LV�UHTXHVW�RI�-RVHSK��-DFRE¶V�LOOQHVV��7KH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�0DQDVVHK�DQG�
(SKUDLP��-DFRE¶V�EOHVVLQJV��5HXYHQ��6LPHRQ��/HYL��-XGDK���$�WLQ\�JOLPSVe at the 
PHVVLDQLF�HUD���=HEXOLQ��,VVDFKDU��'DQ��*DG��$VKHU��1DSKWDOL��-RVHSK��%HQMDPLQ��-DFRE¶V�
final request; Our father Jacob did not die; Jacob is mourned by all Egypt; Permission for 
burial; The burial procession; Joseph reassures his brothers; Joseph lives out his years; 
Signs of the redemption. ³Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
³7KLV�:HHN�LQ�7RUDK´�)%�3DJH��https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
Portion 42 ± Blessing Joseph ± Genesis 48:1-48:22 (Jacob ± Righteous in His 
Generation ± Father of a People / Nation / Company of Nations; The Days of Jacob are 
Few and Bad; Judah and Joseph have Different 5ROHV��<+9+¶V�+RXVH�RI�3UD\HU�IRU�$OO�
Peoples; I Will Bless Those who Bless you; Two Main Blessings ± Progeny and Land; 
-RVHSK¶V�6RQV�± )UXLWIXO�DQG�)RUJHWIXO��-RVHSK¶V�%OHVVLQJ��-DFRE�SXWV�(SKUDLP�%HIRUH�
Manasseh; Out of the Nations ± Fishers and Hunters; There is Something About 
Ephraim; The Restoration of Judah and Joseph; Responding from the Heart) 
December 23, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/blessing-joseph-genesis-48/     
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/359258157883227  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/blessing-joseph-genesis-48/
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/359258157883227


Portion 43 ± The End of Beginnings ± Genesis 49:1-50:26 (The Deaths of Jacob and 
Joseph; The Testament of Jacob; Gather, Assemble, and Listen to what becomes of the 
Latter Days; Seek YHVH your God, Return to Him, and Obey His Voice; Come Let us 
Go Up; Prophets who speak the words of Men; The Storm of YHVH; Understanding you 
will Understand; Dull Hearts, Heavy Ears, and Blind Eyes; A Book is Sealed ± The 
6HFUHW�7KLQJV�EHORQJ�WR�<+9+�RXU�*RG��5HXEHQ��-XGDK��DQG�-RVHSK��-RVHSK¶V�%LUWKULJKW�
and Blessing, Joseph is Separated; Forgive Others; The Bones of Joseph; Joseph Sustains 
Life ± Then and Now) 
December 30, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/end-of-beginnings-genesis-
49-50/   
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/884349291979908  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths ± (2022): Tabor ± Nichols Israel Tour March 4-15, 2022;  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; https://blossomingrose.org/2022-
walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022; 
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  
-Accessible Adventure Israel Tour ± (2022): Nichols ± Young; October 17 ± 27, 2022; 
https://blossomingrose.org/accessible-adventure-israel-tour-2022/  
 & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU - 
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