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-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 ± October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ILUVW�ILYH�ERRNV�(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings.  
-:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKHRORJLFDl motifs and some of the things that 
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We¶OO�
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
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TEACHING NOTES 
-7RGD\¶V�class on The Pentateuch ± A New Look is on Torah portion VaYigash, (Genesis 
44:18 ± �������ZKLFK�LV�WUDQVODWHG�DV��³$QG�KH�GUHZ�QHDU´��³$QG�KH�DSSURDFKHG´��³$QG�
KH�FDPH�XS´��DQG�WKH�LGHD�LV�DERXW�-XGDK�DQG�WKLV�GUDPDWLF�VFHQH�WKDW¶V�VHW�EHIRUH�RXU�
eyes. ThH�SURSKHW�UHDGLQJ�WKDW¶V�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WRGD\¶V�3HQWDWHXFK�UHDGLQJ�LV�(]HNLHO�
37:15-28. I love this story and the implications of it and what it points to.  
-In addition to that there is another division that we presently find ourselves in, we are in 
the tenth of ten Books within the Book. (DFK�RI�WKHVH�VHFWLRQV�EHJLQV��³7KHVH�DUH�WKH�
EULQJLQJ¶V�IRUWK´���³7KHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV´��7KLV�VHFWLRQ�EHJDQ�EDFN�LQ�*HQHVLV����DV��
these are the generations of Jacob, and goes through Genesis 50:26, but the focus is not 
RQ�-DFRE��LW¶V�RQ�-RVHSK��Jacob plays into the story, but Joseph is the real focus. We are 
presently in our third week of the Joseph Saga.  
-Gen 42: 34 Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies 
but honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall trade in the land.'" 
-The context of this is that Joseph is speaking, DQG�KH¶V�DFFXVHG�KLV�EURWKHUV�RI�EHLQJ�
spies. They deny being spies and Joseph tells them to go get that younger brother you 
keep telling me about. :KHQ�\RX�EULQJ�KLP�KHDU��,¶OO�JLYH�WR�\RX��\RXU�EURWKHU��These are 
the words of the Lord of the Land, as quoted by the brothers, when they go back to Jacob. 
When they returned to the land of Canaan, from Egypt, they no longer have Simeon with 
them. Now Jacob has lost Joseph and Simeon for all he knows. 7KH\¶YH�FRPH�EDFN�DQG�
now they say they want the next one. Give us son number three.  
-On the surface, wKHQ�-RVHSK�VD\V��,¶OO�JLYH�\RX�\RXU�EURWKHU��LW�FRXOG�PHDQ�WKDW�KH¶OO�
give them Simeon. ,W¶V�D�VZDS��,¶OO�JLYH�\RX�WKH�VHFRQG�VRQ�RI�/HDK�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�VRQ�RI�
Rachel. 7KH�ER\V�VXVSHFW�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�RI�WKH�/DQG�GRHVQ¶W�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKHP�
H[FHSW�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\¶YH�WROG�KLP��In Genesis 43:23, Simeon is later released. If this is 
what the Lord of the Land meant by his words, then there we have it. This story and the 
writer there of is far too good to give it to us that easily. The story is more complex than 
that DQG�,¶OO�VKRZ�\RX�WKDW�WRGD\��7KHUH¶V�D�WZLVW�LQ�WKH�SORW�DQG�-RVHSK¶V�ZRUGV��³,¶ll give 
\RX�\RXU�EURWKHU´��KDYH�D�GRXEOH�PHDQLQJ�� 
-Joseph, the Lord of the Land, has a silver goblet and when he turns them loose to go 
home, he puts the goblet in %HQMDPLQ¶V�VDFN. The boys are pursued and overtaken on 
their way back to Canaan.  
-Gen 44: 11 Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground, and each man 
opened his sack. 12 And he searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with the 
youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, and 
every man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city. 14 When Judah and his 
brothers came to Joseph's house, he was still there. They fell before him to the ground. 15 
Joseph said to them, "What deed is this that you have done? Do you not know that a man 
like me can indeed practice divination?" 16 And Judah said, "What shall we say to my 
lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt 
of your servants; behold, we are my lord's servants, both we and he also in whose hand 
the cup has been found."  
--XGDK¶V�initial thinking is to offer up all of the brothers as slaves, DQG�ZH¶OO�VHH�ZK\�KH�
does that. +H¶V�WKLQNLQJ��KHUH�,�DP�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�RI�WKH�/DQG RI�(J\SW��ZH¶UH�FDXJKW��
The cup that belongs to the Lord of the Land is in our baby EURWKHUV¶ bag, we have got to 
offer all ourselves up. ,W¶V�WKH�RQO\�ZD\��ZKDW�FDQ�,�VD\�WR�FOHDU�XV�RI�WKLV"�Just prior to 



this, they mentioned, ZKRHYHU¶V�EDJ�\RX�ILQG�WKH�FXS�LQ��OHW�KLP�GLH��,W¶V�D�SOD\��ZKDW�DUH�
they going to do now? This story sets up the reader for one of the most dramatic gripping 
stories in the entire bible. It is now a time of reckoning and of revelation.  
-Gen 44: 18 Then Judah went up to him and said, "Oh, my lord, please let your servant 
speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not your anger burn against your servant, for you 
are like Pharaoh himself.  
-VaYigash, and he drew near; this precise form appears 26 times in the Tanakh. It means 
just that, and he drew near, to close the distance. 7KHUH¶V�D�VLPLODU�VWRU\�WR�WKLV�that also 
comes from Genesis.  
-Gen 18: 23 Then Abraham drew near and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked?  
-Remember that Abraham is appealing to God DERXW�ZKDW¶V�WR�EHFRPH�RI�6RGRP�DQG�
Gomorrah. +H�GUDZV�QHDU�DQG�VD\V�GRQ¶W�EH angry with me.   
-Gen 18: 30 Then he said, "Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty 
are found there." He answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there."  
-Gen 18: 32 Then he said, "Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this 
once. Suppose ten are found there." He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy 
it."  
-Abraham draws near and he is making an appeal for the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Will you destroy everyone? What if there are some righteous? Will not the 
judge of all the earth do justly? His whole purpose in drawing near to God is to move 
*RG�IURP�MXGJHPHQW�WR�PHUF\��7KLV�LV�WKH�LPDJH�WKDW¶V�LQ�P\�PLQG�DV�-XGDK�GUDZV�QHDU�
to the man, Lord of the Land.  
-We are in a room full of the ones who are recognized as the sons of Israel, and the one 
who is not recognized, who appears to be the Egyptian Lord of the Land. These boys are 
actually suspected of crime against the high official of Egypt. Judah approaches and says, 
please let your servant speak a word in your ear. The author wants us to understand how 
courageous this is. Judah is a man with no other option. He knows he can not go back to 
his father without Benjamin. ,W¶V�DOO�RQ�WKH�WDEOH�KHUH��Now Judah tells the Lord of the 
Land, pleas let me speak a word in your ear. +HUH¶V�ZKDW�KH�ZKLVSHUV�LQ�-RVHSK¶V�HDU�� 
-Gen 44: 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, 'Have you a father, or a brother?' 20 And 
we said to my lord, 'We have a father, an old man, and a young brother, the child of his 
old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother's children, and his father 
loves him.' 21 Then you said to your servants, 'Bring him down to me, that I may set my 
eyes on him.' 22 We said to my lord, 'The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should 
leave his father, his father would die.' 23 Then you said to your servants, 'Unless your 
youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face again.' 24 "When we 
went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 25 And when our 
father said, 'Go again, buy us a little food,' 26 we said, 'We cannot go down. If our 
youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the man's face 
unless our youngest brother is with us.' 27 Then your servant my father said to us, 'You 
know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One left me, and I said, "Surely he has been torn 
to pieces," and I have never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from me, and 
harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.' 30 "Now 
therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, then, as 
his life is bound up in the boy's life, 31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he 



will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with 
sorrow to Sheol. 32 For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father, 
saying, 'If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father all 
my life.' 33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant 
to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back to my 
father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father." 
-He whispers this LQ�-RVHSK¶V�HDU��LW¶V�DQ�HPRWLRQDO�SOHD��He recounts to Joseph the part of 
WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�-RVHSK�NQRZV��EXW�KH¶V�DOVR�JLYen a side of the story that he has no way to 
NQRZ�XQOHVV�KH¶V�WROG��&DQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�EHLQJ�LQ�-RVHSK¶V�FKDLU�DW�WKLV�PRPHQW"�He 
knows that Judah is his brother, DQG�KH�NQRZV�WKDW�-XGDK�GRHVQ¶W�UHFRJQL]H�KLP��Joseph 
now knows what happened after the boys put him in the pit. +H¶V�OHDUQLQJ�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�
time that he¶V�believed to be dead, and that if Judah loses¶ Benjamin, it will kill his father.  
-Gen 44: ' 27 Then your servant my father said to us, 'You know that my wife bore me 
two sons. 28 One left me, and I said, "Surely he has been torn to pieces," and I have 
never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from me, and harm happens to him, you 
will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.'  
-Here it begins to touch Joseph in a way that leads to his losing control. Joseph hears for 
WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�WKURXJK�-XGDK��KLV�IDWKHU¶V�ZRUGV�DERXW�ORVLQJ�-RVHSK and how he agonized 
over it and believes how Joseph was torn to pieces by a wild beast. He also hears that if 
any harm comes to his brother, Jacob will die. Judah also tells Joseph how he is a pledge 
for the safety of Benjamin. /HW¶V�ORRN�DW�ZKHUH�HOVH�WKH�ZRUG�SOHGJH�LV�XVHG�ZLWK�-XGDK�� 
-Gen 43: 9 I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. If I do 
not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever.  
--XGDK�WHOOV�-DFRE��,¶P�WKH�SOHGJH; LI�,�GRQ¶W�EULQJ�KLP�EDFN��\RX�EODPH�PH�IRUever. Only 
-XGDK�FDQ�KDYH�WKDW�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�GDG�EHFDXVH�KH¶V�ORVW�WZR�VRQV��Judah is 
associated with this idea of a surety. The ZULWHU�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�XV�WR�PLVV�WKLV�NH\�
component to the narrative. Let me tell you about the pledge and Judah. Just as Judah 
gives himself as a pledge to convince his father to allow this whole thing to transpire, 
-XGDK�GRHVQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�ORVH�D�WKLUG�VRQ�HLWher. So, Judah gave a pledge to avoid the same 
thing.  
-Gen 38: 17 He answered, "I will send you a young goat from the flock." And she said, 
"If you give me a pledge, until you send it--" 18 He said, "What pledge shall I give you?" 
She replied, "Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand." So he gave 
them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him.  
-<RX¶YH�JRW�WR�JLYH�KLP�XS�GDG��,¶OO�EH�WKH�SOHGJH��-XGDK�DOVR�JDYH�D�SOHGJH�WR�DYRLG�
losing his third son.  
-Gen 44: 33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant 
to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back to my 
father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father."  
-Gen 37: 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and 
conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers listened to him.  
--XGDK¶V�Srevious plan is what ultimately put Joseph into slavery, but also led to his 
current place. 6RPH�ZDQWHG�WR�NLOO�WKH�ODG�DQG�-XGDK�VDLG�GRQ¶W��OHW¶V sell him off. Now, 
things have come full circle. This plan that Judah proposes now puts himself into 



servanthood. Judah has learned a valuable lesson through very painful experiences and 
QRZ�KH¶V�VHHNLQJ�WR�PDNH�LW�ULJKW DQG�KH¶V�RYHUZKHOPHG�� 
-Judah draws near and whispers this into the ear of Joseph, the man / Lord of the Land. 
Everything is overwhelming and the emotion is too much. Joseph learns that his father 
and brothers think he¶s dead and he FDQ¶W�FRQWURO�KLPVHOI, so he tells his servants to clear 
the room and get everybody out. Now, he and his brothers are all alone.  
-Gen 45: 1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He 
cried, "Make everyone go out from me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers.  
-Gen 42: 34 Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies 
but honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall trade in the land.'" 
-$QG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�\RXU�EURWKHU«�7KLV�LV�ZKDW�-RVHSK�PHDQW��LW¶V�DW�OHDVW�D�GRXEOH�
meaning. When they brought Benjamin, he did indeed give up Simeon. ,W¶V�RQO\�QRZ�WKDW�
he truly gets, that they are true men. Only now is he attached to Judah in such a way, he 
knows that it is time to reveal himself. When he says, I will give to you your brother, 
WKDW¶V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KH�GRHV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��He gives them their brother and that brother is 
him.  
-Gen 45: 2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of 
Pharaoh heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 
-After he says, I am Joseph, he says, is my father still alive? 7KDW¶V�D�ORW�WR�WDNH�LQ�IRU�WKH�
boys, Israel. 7KH\�KHDU�WKLV�SHUVRQ¶V�YRLFH��QR�GRXEW�VKLIWLQJ�LQWR�+HEUHZ��8S�XQWLO�WKLV�
SRLQW��KH¶V�KDG�LQWHUpreters. I am Joseph, is my father still alive? I think they are taken a 
back. It says that they were unable to respond, DQG�WKH\�FDQ¶W�DQVZHU��This reminds me of 
*HQHVLV������ZKHQ�WKH\�KDWHG�KLP�VR�PXFK�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOGQ¶W�DQVZHU�KLP�SHDFHIXOO\��
Now, their IDFXOW\�RI�VSHHFK�LV�JRQH�EHFDXVH�WKH\¶UH�OLWHUDOO\�URFNHG�EDFN�RQ�WKHLU�KHHOV��
7KLV�LV�D�SRLQW�WKDW�WKH�DXWKRU�GRHVQ¶W�ZDQW�XV�WR�PLVV��  
-This is the longest narration in the book of Genesis, this dialogue between Joseph and 
Judah and what we see that comes up from both is father. 7KH�ZRUG�³IDWKHU´�FRPHV�XS����
WLPHV�EHFDXVH�WKH�DXWKRU�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�VHH�WKDW�-XGDK¶V�PDLQ�FRQFHUQ�LV�QRW�IRU�KLPVHOI��
DQG�LW¶V�QRW�HYHQ�IRU�%HQMDPLQ��LW¶V�IRU�WKH�IDWKHU��-XGDK¶V�NH\�SRLQW�LV��GRQ¶W�NHHS�
Benjamin as your servant, keep me as your servant. Why does he say that? If I go back to 
the land without the young boy, my father will die, DQG�,�FDQ¶W�GR�WKDW��,¶YH�SOHGJHG�
myself to my father and I will not let harm come to him. +H¶V�JRW�WR�go; \RX¶YH�JRW�WR�
keep me. Once Joseph reveals himself, the first thing he wants to know is, is my father 
still alive? Judah and Joseph are both driven into action to do thinJV�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOGQ¶W�GR�
because of their love and concern for the same person. Both of them have placed their 
father above everything else. Judah drew near.  
-Gen 45: 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?" But 
his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 4 So Joseph 
said to his brothers, "Come near to me, please." And they came near. And he said, "I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.  
-Just as Judah drew near, here in verse 4 that same Hebrew word is used twice. Judah 
drew near and then Joseph tells the other brothers to draw near, and they do. The whole 
point of this meeting is a drawing near of the sons of Israel together. This is what the 
VFULEH�ZDQWV�XV�WR�VHH��LW¶V�D�FORVHQHVV�WKDW�KDVQ¶W�EHHQ until now.  



-Gen 45: 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me 
here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land 
these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor 
harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He 
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God 
has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry.  
-This is powerful, Joseph wants the brothers to understand, \RX¶UH�WKH�RQH�WKDW�SXW�PH�
here, but really it was God that put me in this position. 1RZ��JR�WHOO�P\�GDG�WKDW�,¶P�WKH�
Lord over all Egypt. -RVHSK�OD\V�RXW�WKH�SODQ��WKH\¶OO�OLYH�LQ�WKH�FKRLFHVW�WHUULWRU\��LQ�
Goshen and then he gives them provisions, one element that all of them have.  
-Gen 45: 22 To each and all of them he gave a change of clothes, but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred shekels of silver and five changes of clothes.  
-When we started the Joseph Saga, one thing that you have to have DV�\RX¶UH writing the 
story is garments / clothing. The story begins with Joseph having this beautiful garment, 
now he gives to all of the boys, probably very nice clothing and especially to Benjamin 
who gets five changes of clothes. The whole thing with them hating Joseph started with 
his beautiful garment. 1RZ�KH�VHH¶V�UHPRUVH�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�EURWKHUV�
over hating a son of Rachel for having nice clothes. SR��KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�WHVW�WKHP�RQH�PRUH�
time and he gives Benjamin five nice garments.  
-Gen 45: 25 So they went up out of Egypt and came to the land of Canaan to their father 
Jacob. 26 And they told him, "Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of 
Egypt." And his heart became numb, for he did not believe them. 27 But when they told 
him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons that 
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 And Israel said, 
"It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die."  
-In verse 26, the boys tell daddy; Joseph is still alive. In verse 28, after he believes them, 
Jacob says, Joseph my son is still alive. This sets us up for the meeting of the whole 
family. The reunion of Israel. In Genesis 46, ZH�KDYH�D�VKLIW�DQG�LW¶V�WKH�RQO\�RFFXUUHQFH�
of this sort of thing LQ��³WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�-DFRE´�� 
-Gen 46: 1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of 
the night and said, "Jacob, Jacob." And he said, "Here I am." 3 Then he said, "I am God, 
the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you 
into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you 
up again, and Joseph's hand shall close your eyes."  
-Here, God speaks to Jacob in a dream and speaks his name twice ± Jacob, Jacob. There 
are only three occurrences of God calling a name twice.  
-Gen 22: 11 But the angel of YHVH called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, 
Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 12 He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me."  
-Gen 46: 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, "Jacob, Jacob." And 
he said, "Here I am."  



-Exo 3: 4 When YHVH saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then he said, "Do not come near; 
take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 
-The rest of Genesis 46 is defining who the Israel family is, the clan basically. These are 
the sons of Jacob that went down to Israel, and we came to know that the number seventy 
plays in DV�WKHUH¶V�TXLWH�D�ELW�RI�GHEDWH�RQ�WKDW��In Genesis 46 leading into Genesis 47, 
what we get is the reunion of the whole family and this is a reminder, and a similar story, 
as to how Jacob and Esau meet. Remember they run to each other and fall upon each 
RWKHU¶V�neck, and they weep? In Genesis 46, the separated father and son embrace when 
they see each other for the first time.  
-Gen 46: 29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in 
Goshen. He presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good 
while. 30 Israel said to Joseph, "Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know 
that you are still alive."  
-Remember the story of Jacob and Esau and how he had seen his face. In Genesis 47, 
Joseph prepares his family for this meeting with Pharaoh.  
-Gen 47: 2 And from among his brothers he took five men and presented them to 
Pharaoh.  
-:H�DUH�QRW�WROG�ZK\�-RVHSK�GLGQ¶W�VHQG�DOO�RI�KLV�EURWKHUV�Wo meet Pharaoh, here he 
sends five. :H¶UH�QRW�HYHQ�WROG�ZKLFK�ILYH�DUH�WR�SUHVHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�EHIRUH�3KDUDRK��He 
carefully selects them and tells them when you go before Pharaoh, you need to tell him 
WKLV��EXW�GRQ¶W�say anything about the shepherd thing. When asked, the first thing that the 
ER\V�VD\�LV�ZH¶UH�VKHSKHUGV��:H¶YH�EHHQ�VKHSKHUGV�DQG�RXU�IDWKHUV�ZHUH�VKHSKHUGV��
There is a link in here that says that the shepherds are an abomination to the Egyptians. 
What does that mean? They have flocks and livestoFN��VR�ZKDW¶V�WKH�ELJ�GHDO? 7KHUH¶V�D�
debate on that and many of you know about the famous Hyksos. In roughly 1680 to 1540 
BCE, they were shepherds and not very loved.  
-Gen 47: 7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How many are the days of the 
years of your life?" 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my sojourning 
are 130 years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not 
attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning." 
10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of Pharaoh.  
-Jacob is 130 at this meeting with Pharaoh and we know that he lives to be 147 years old, 
and he has 17 years of his life left. He defines his life as; the days of my life are few and 
EDG�DQG�,�KDYHQ¶W�OLYHG�DV�ORQJ�DV�P\�IDWKHUV�GLG��Abraham lives to be 175 which is 7 
times 5 squared. (7x25 = 175) Isaac lives to be 180 which is 5 times 6 squared. (5x36 = 
180) Jacob live to be 147 which is 3 times 7 squared. (3x49 = 147) Here, there is a 
correlation with the fathers ages. Jacob is 130 when he arrives in Egypt and he going to 
spend the final 17 years of his life with Joseph. This is important because it shows that 
our author is interested in symmetry. When we began the story, these are the generations 
RI�-DFRE��ZKHQ�ZH�PHHW�-RVHSK�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\��KH¶V�����When Joseph is kidnapped and sold 
into slavery aQG�KLV�IDWKHU�GRHVQ¶W�VHH�KLP�DIWHU�WKDW�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�RI�-DFREV�OLIH�� 
-There is an often-missed SDUW�RI�-RVHSK¶V�SODQ��DQG�PDQ\�SHRSOH�GRQ¶W�UHFRJQL]H�WKLV��,Q�
Genesis 47:13-27 describes how bad things got in Egypt and around the world in those 
last five years. The Egyptians ultimately sold themselves into slavery to Pharaoh to 



survive. :H�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�RI�WKH�(J\SWLDQV�EHLQJ�LQ�VODYHU\, they are the enslavers. But a 
Hebrew with a great plan from God, ultimately brought Egypt into slavery and they are 
absolutely indentured servants. After they gave everything, they agreed to be enslaved. 
2XU�VWRU\�IRU�WKH�ZHHN�HQGV�KHUH��EXW�,¶P�QRW�ILQLVKHG�� 
-7RGD\¶V�KDIWDUDK�from the annual cycle (Ezekiel 37:15-28) is a section of the prophets 
which is attached WR�WRGD\¶V�3HQWDWHXFK�UHDGLQJ��RQH�WKHRU\�LV�WKDW�LW¶V�EHOLHYHG�WR�JR�
back to a time when Antiochus forbade the reading of the Torah; that the Jews began to 
use another section of scripture��ZKLFK�ZDVQ¶W�IRUELGGHQ�DQG�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�WU\�WR�ILQG�D�
similar passage or something that in their mind tied to the reading that they were 
supposed to be reading. :KHWKHU�WKLV�LV�WUXH��ZH�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�� 
-7KH�PRVW�DQFLHQW�PHWKRG�RI�UHDGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ILYH�ERRNV�LV�ZKDW¶V�FDOOHG�WKH�WULHQQLDO�
method of reading where it takes three to three and a half years to work through the five 
books. We know that they did this Shabbat after Shabbat and even have the oldest 
complete copy of the Hebrew bible; the Leningrad Codex B19, which has all of the 
different sidra, all of the different breakdowns of the text. We also have a list of the 
prophet sections that they read with them. When this meeting of Judah drawing near to 
Joseph was read in the ancient cycle of readings for Torah portion, VaYigash, it was not 
the same that was read for the annual cycle.   
-Zec 10: 3 "My anger is hot against the shepherds, and I will punish the leaders; for 
YHVH of hosts cares for his flock, the house of Judah, and will make them like his 
majestic steed in battle. 4 From him shall come the cornerstone, from him the tent peg, 
from him the battle bow, from him every ruler--all of them together. 5 They shall be like 
mighty men in battle, trampling the foe in the mud of the streets; they shall fight because 
YHVH is with them, and they shall put to shame the riders on horses. 6 "I will strengthen 
the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph. I will bring them back because I 
have compassion on them, and they shall be as though I had not rejected them, for I am 
YHVH their God and I will answer them. 7 Then Ephraim shall become like a mighty 
warrior, and their hearts shall be glad as with wine. Their children shall see it and be 
glad; their hearts shall rejoice in YHVH. 8 "I will whistle for them and gather them in, for 
I have redeemed them, and they shall be as many as they were before. 9 Though I 
scattered them among the nations, yet in far countries they shall remember me, and with 
their children they shall live and return. 10 I will bring them home from the land of 
Egypt, and gather them from Assyria, and I will bring them to the land of Gilead and to 
Lebanon, till there is no room for them. 11 He shall pass through the sea of troubles and 
strike down the waves of the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall be dried up. The 
pride of Assyria shall be laid low, and the scepter of Egypt shall depart. 12 I will make 
them strong in YHVH, and they shall walk in his name," declares YHVH. 
-This passage has to do with bringing Judah and Joseph out of the dispersion, out of exile, 
and it mentions Egypt and Assyria, everywhere that my people may have left some 
behind.  
-Isa 11: 11 In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the 
remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, 
from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. 12 He will 
raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the 
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall 
depart, and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not be jealous of 



Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 14 But they shall swoop down on the 
shoulder of the Philistines in the west, and together they shall plunder the people of the 
east. They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, and the Ammonites shall 
obey them. 15 And YHVH will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, and will 
wave his hand over the River with his scorching breath, and strike it into seven channels, 
and he will lead people across in sandals. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria 
for the remnant that remains of his people, as there was for Israel when they came up 
from the land of Egypt. 
-Eze 37: 15 The word of YHVH came to me: 16 "Son of man, take a stick and write on it, 
'For Judah, and the people of Israel associated with him'; then take another stick and write 
on it, 'For Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.' 
17 And join them one to another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. 
18 And when your people say to you, 'Will you not tell us what you mean by these?' 19 
say to them, Thus says The Lord YHVH: Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph 
(that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will 
join with it the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, that they may be one in my hand. 
20 When the sticks on which you write are in your hand before their eyes, 21 then say to 
them, Thus says the Lord YHVH: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations 
among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to 
their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of 
Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, 
and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile themselves anymore 
with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will 
save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; 
and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 24 "My servant David shall be king 
over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be 
careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant 
Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children shall 
dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a 
covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set 
them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst 
forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am YHVH who sanctifies Israel, 
when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore." 
-The charge was to take the stick for Judah, and the people of Israel associated with him 
and the stick for Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with 
him and join them one to another into one stick to become one in the hand. What this 
prophecy indicates is that the children of Israel would be divided, and you would have the 
house of Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and the house of Judah and they would be separate 
until the right time upon which they would be combined. This symbolizes the two houses 
and where it talks about making them one in your hand, the prophecy is interpreted to 
mean that the hand represents the land. The two will become one in the land.  
-The Rabbis and those who assigned the readings of the SURSKHW¶V section to the 
Pentateuch readings, what are they trying to say to us? They are making a clear 
connection between Judah and Joseph coming together again in Ezekiel 37 with the story 
of Judah drawing near to Joseph. This subject of the reunion of Judah and Joseph is the 



dominant theme in all the prophets in dozens of sections of text. Is the writer in Genesis 
aware that this has later prophetic implications? It certainly connects in a lot of ways.  
-Let me give you a few points and observations, Joseph is separated from his family and 
for all intents and purposes he becomes a foreigner, an Egyptian. He dresses and speaks 
OLNH�DQ�(J\SWLDQ��KH¶V�WKHUH�IRU����\HDUV and his family thinks he dead. +H¶V�
unrecognized by his family. We learn that God was behind this plan to separate Joseph 
from his family all along and that this was from God. So was the separation of the 
Northern and Southern Kingdoms, that too is from God. ,W¶V�DOO�SDUW�RI�WKH�SODQ�� You 
mighW�DVN��ZK\�ZRXOG�*RG�EH�EHKLQG�WKH�EDG�WKLQJV�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�-RVHSK"�:H�FDQ¶W�
read the story and not come to that conclusion. Joseph said, God did this. Ultimately, he 
realized that God put me in this place, and I am now in a position to bring life.  
-1Kin 12: 15 So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought 
about by YHVH that he might fulfill his word, which YHVH spoke by Ahijah the 
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 24 'Thus says YHVH, You shall not go up or 
fight against your relatives the people of Israel. Every man return to his home, for this 
thing is from me.'" So they listened to the word of YHVH and went home again, 
according to the word of YHVH.  
-2Chr 11: 4 'Thus says YHVH, You shall not go up or fight against your relatives. Return 
every man to his home, for this thing is from me.'" So they listened to the word of YHVH 
and returned and did not go against Jeroboam. 
-God says this thing, the separation of the tribes, is from me. Why? It ultimately brings a 
reunion, and it brings life. First, Joseph is separated from his family and the tribes of 
Joseph are separated from the family. Joseph is unrecognized by the family. This 
Northern group in the latter days will not be recognized, but tKH\¶OO�FRPH�WR�D�NQRwledge 
of WKDW¶V�ZKR�WKH\�DUH��DQG�WKH\�ZRQ¶W�EH�DGPLWWHG�E\�WKH�NQRZQ�VRQV�RI�,VUDHO��Those 
who know that WKH\�NQRZ�ZRQ¶W�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�-RVHSK�WULEH��,W�GRHVQ¶W�ILW�WKH�VWRU\� 
--XGDK�LV�WUXVWHG��KH¶V�QRW�SHUIHFW��EXW�KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�LQ�EULQJing about the 
latter-day reunion. Watch, Judah has pledged himself to the father. Many want to be 
critical of Judah and point the finger. 0DQ\�KDYH�VDLG��,�EHOLHYH�,¶P�-RVHSK�DQG�,�ZLVK�
they would just recognize me��EXW�WKH�ELEOH�VD\V�WKH\�ZRQ¶W�EH�UHFRJQLzed yet. Many 
point to Judah and say, look at DOO�WKH�SUREOHPV�WKDW�-XGDK�KDV��7KDW¶V�QRW�SDUW�RI�WKH�
VWRU\��WKDW¶V�QRW�SDUW�RI�WKH�VFULSW��VR�VWRS doing that. Judah has pledged himself to God in 
the story in Genesis as well as later on. Again, they are not perfect, but the father is going 
to trust Judah. A famine drives the events that lead to the reunion. 7KDW¶V�WKH�ZKROH�VWRU\�
RI�-XGDK�DQG�-RVHSK�FRPLQJ�WRJHWKHU��,I�WKHUH¶V�QRW�D�IDPLQH��WKH�ER\V�GRQ¶W�JR�WR�(J\SW��
WKHQ�-RVHSK�LVQ¶W�WKHUH�DQG�KH�GRHVQ¶W�come up with a plan. Everything is about the 
famine.  
-Amo 8: 11 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the Lord YHVH, "when I will send a 
famine on the land-- not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words 
of YHVH. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to 
and fro, to seek the word of YHVH, but they shall not find it. 13 "In that day the lovely 
virgins and the young men shall faint for thirst. 14 Those who swear by the Guilt of 
Samaria, and say, 'As your god lives, O Dan,' and, 'As the Way of Beersheba lives,' they 
shall fall, and never rise again."  
-The famine that is coming is not a famine of bread and water but of hearing the words of 
YHVH. People are starving to death for the word. They have their ideas etc. Just the pure 



word of God��WKDW¶V�what people are starving for. A famine is going to drive the events 
for the reunion. Some have asked, are we in the time of plenty or are we in the time of 
famine? Some might say we are in a time of famLQH�EHFDXVH�QRERG\¶V�WHDFKLQJ�WKH�ELEOH��
Do you think that is true? Are we in a time of famine or are we in a period of plenty right 
now?  
-Judah draws near to an unrecognized Joseph, not the other way around. The story 
GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�-RVHSK�VD\LQJ, here I am, out of the gate. Judah draws near to an 
unrecognized Joseph. How do we know when the prophecies are beginning to unfold, and 
the redemption and the reunion is taking place? Watch for Judah to draw near with a 
special emphasis on the love of the father. 7KDW¶V�ZKDW�,¶P�ORRNLQJ�IRU��The love of the 
father by both is a prerequisite to the redemption. It has to be Judah and Joseph and 
QHLWKHU�KDV�UHDFKHG�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKHLU�SULPDU\�FRQFHUQ�LV��,�FDQ¶W�OHW�WKH�IDWKHU�GRZQ��
,¶YH�SOHGJHG�P\VHOI�DQG�Ls my father well? It also has to be perfect timing when Joseph 
reveals himself.   
-Joseph said that when the boys brought back Benjamin, he would give them their 
brother. They kept their word and so did he. They brought Benjamin and he gave them 
their brotKHU��2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�KH¶V�WDONLQJ�DERXW�6LPHRQ��WKDW¶V�SDUW�RI�LW��<HW�
with Benjamin is there and the story unfolds, DQG�KH�NQRZV�WKDW�WKHLU�WUXH�PHQ��WKDW¶V�
another key part, KH�NQRZV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�KRQHVW�DQG�XSULJKW��7KDW¶V�ZKHQ�KH�JLYHV�WKHm 
their brother, he gives them himself.  
-Our reading today ends with the family of Israel together in the choicest of places in 
Egypt. They are taken care of by the leadership of Egypt. -RVHSK¶V�IDPLO\�KDYH�VSHFLDO�
treatment and a part that a lot of people miss, the Egyptian people have sold themselves 
into slavery. Do the tables turn? 7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�RXU�VWRU\�HQGV�WRGD\��'RQ¶W�PLVV�QH[W�
week.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov and Have a beautiful week! God bless you and thanks for 
your time.  
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
DECEMBER 11, 2021 
7KLV�ZHHN¶V�7RUDK�3RUWLRQ�9D<LJDVK��³$QG�+H�$SSURDFKHG´��*HQHVLV�������± 47:27) 
Judah steps forward; Joseph identifies himself and conciliates his brothers; Pharaoh joins 
in the welcome; Joseph dispenses gifts and sends his brothers off; Jacob receives the 
QHZV��-DFRE�XQGHUWDNHV�MRXUQH\�WR�-RVHSK��7KH�KLGGHQ�PLUDFOH�RI�-RFKHEHG¶V�ELUWK��7KH�
JUDQG�WRWDO�RI�VHYHQW\�GHVFHQGDQWV��-DFRE�DUULYHV�LQ�(J\SW��-RVHSK�HQVXUHV�KLV�IDPLO\¶V�
settlement in Goshen; Jacob and Pharaoh meet; Joseph and the famine. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bioK30rXug  
 
³Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
³7KLV�:HHN�LQ�7RUDK´�)%�3DJH��https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
Portion 40 ± Joseph Revealed ± Genesis 44:18-46:27 (The Reunion of Judah and 
-RVHSK��+RVHD¶V�&KLOGUHQ�± He will Scatter, No Mercy, and Not my People; Where is 
Joseph Today and What does he look like; The Greater Exodus; Planted in the Land with 
DOO�RI�*RG¶V�+HDUW�DQG�6RXO��7KH�+RXVH�RI�-XGDK�DQG�WKH�+RXVH�RI�-RVHSK��<RX�DUH�QRW�

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bioK30rXug
https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/


Judah; God pours out his Spirit; A famine of the hearing of the Word of YHVH; Joseph 
is No More; Judah Draws near to Joseph; Joseph is Still Alive; The Reunion of Judah and 
-RVHSK�LV�RQH�0HVVDJH�WKDW�ZLOO�FKDQJH�WKH�:RUOG��'RQ¶W�)LJKW�RQ�WKH�:D\� 
December 2, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/joseph-revealed-genesis-
4418-4627/  
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/150326215726541  
 
Portion 41 ± Reunion in Egypt ± Genesis 46:28-47:31 (Time is Holy; Hanukkah; Walk 
in the Name of YHVH; The Second Exodus; A Famine of Hearing the Word of YHVH; 
-DFRE¶V�'UHDPV�± Genesis 28 & 46; The Liberation of Jerusalem; The Word of God and 
the Spirit of God Bring Life ± We Need Both)  
December 16, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/reunion-in-egypt-genesis-
4628-4731/   
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/178859156188672  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths ± (2022): Tabor ± Nichols Israel Tour March 4-15, 2022;  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; https://blossomingrose.org/2022-
walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022; 
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  
-Accessible Adventure Israel Tour ± (2022): Nichols ± Young; October 17 ± 27, 2022; 
https://blossomingrose.org/accessible-adventure-israel-tour-2022/  
 & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU - 
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