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-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Thank 
you so much for joining us today. Many of you are in your own place today, alone, 
Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us this morning. We need one another to help 
us go through what the world is going through today. I pray that all of you and the ones 
that you care for remain healthy today and throughout the coronavirus.  
-United Israel is pleased to announce a new teaching series for the Jewish calendar year 
5782 (October 2021 ± October 2022). The entire year will be dedicated to a careful study 
RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ILUVW�ILYH�ERRNV�(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) based upon an honest and objective new look at the Pentateuch. The 
materials for the weekly lessons will be arranged according to the annual cycle of 
readings.  
-:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�PRWLIV and some of the things that 
inspire and move us to connect with God and the spiritual aspects of these texts. We¶OO�
also talk about some of the historical, critical, scholarly, and academic approaches to the 
text to help understand how this book came together. These are the most remarkable 
stories in all of history. So, how did we get these books and what makes them up?  
-³5HDG�WKH�%LEOH�DV�WKRXJK�LW�ZHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�HQWLUHO\�XQIDPLOLDU��DV�WKRXJK�LW�KDG�QRW�
been set before you ready ± PDGH«�)DFH�WKH�ERRN�ZLWK�D�QHZ�DWWLWXGH�DV�VRPHWKing 
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QHZ«�/HW�ZKDWHYHU�PD\�KDSSHQ�RFFXU�EHWZHHQ�\RXUVHOI�DQG�LW��<RX�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKLFK�
RI�LWV�VD\LQJV�DQG�LPDJHV�ZLOO�RYHUZKHOP�DQG�PROG�\RX«�%XW�KROG�\RXUVHOI�RSHQ��'R�
not believe anything a priori; do not disbelieve anything a priori. Read aloud the words 
ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX��KHDU�WKH�ZRUG�\RX�XWWHU�DQG�OHW�LW�UHDFK�\RX�´�(YHUHWWH�
Fox, The Schocken Bible: Volume 1 ± The Five Books of Moses, New York ± 1997.  
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-We are approaching something quite significant on the Hebrew calendar and that 
something significant is a date. Many people are thinking about Hanukkah which begins 
this week as well. But I¶m talking about something that happens at sundown tonight 
which marks the 24th day of the 9th month.  
-Hag 2: 10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the 
word of YHVH came by Haggai the prophet, 18 Consider from this day onward, from the 
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the day that the foundation of YHVH's 
temple was laid, consider: 19 Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the 
pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless 
you." 
-The idea is that this time of year according to the prophet Haggai this is the only date 
that is specifically tied with blessing. Betty also wrote a nice article on this in this week¶s 
UIWU Bulletin, so please take the time to check that out as well.  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/the-ninth-month-of-kislev-the-month-of-miracles-
hanukkah-the-festival-of-lights-the-feast-of-dedication-part-one/  
-Over the next few weeks, I will be making some changes to the UIWU Facebook page 
and will begin to put some constraints on this group. The group was set up for people like 
you who participate in United Israel and over time I¶ve allowed other people in, but most 
don¶t know what United Israel is about and I plan to weed some out. There is also a 
feature of the page for prayer I recently activated, and you can select the praying hands 
icon to identify your post as a prayer.  
-This week we are in our (10th) tenth class in our ongoing series, The Pentateuch ± A 
New Look and we are working through the annual cycle of readings from the five books. 
Last week we completed the 9th of 10 Genesis sections noting ³WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHnerations 
RI´, and this week is ³WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�IRU�Jacob´ which begins in Genesis 37:2 
and runs all the way through to Genesis 50:26. This is the last section according to the 
arrangement of the ancient scribes. Even though Jacob plays a big part in this section, 
he¶s not the main focus anymore, our focus has now shifted to Joseph. Today, ,¶m going 
to start by framing up this tenth book of Genesis.  
-Gen 37: 1 Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 2 
These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the 
flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's 
wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 
-It starts off with these are the generations of Jacob, but then the next word is Joseph. 
Everything after this is going to be focused on Joseph and everybody else is in sort of a 
supporting role.  
-Gen 50: 26 So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in 
a coffin in Egypt.  
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-One of the interesting things about these ancient scribes and these books within the Book 
of Genesis is they are perfectly structured. You get the introduction, ³these are the 
generations of Jacob´, ³Joseph´, and then it ends with his death. It¶s a perfect 
composition and we¶ll be pulling this apart. We were introduced to Joseph earlier, but he 
wasn¶t the focus then. This introduction of Joseph took place seven chapters ago.  
-Gen 30: 22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her 
womb. 23 She conceived and bore a son and said, "God has taken away my reproach." 24 
And she called his name Joseph, saying, "May YHVH add to me another son!"  
-When we talk about Joseph we are talking about the favored son of the favored wife. It 
doesn¶t say early on that Joseph is the favored, but it becomes obvious when Jacob 
approaches Esau and the way that they arrange the family. We have the handmaids and 
their kids, then Leah and her kids, and then all the way at the back is Rachel and Joseph, 
because they¶re the favored and everybody in the family knows it.  
-People have long noted the beauty and the coherence of the Joseph saga, the story of 
Joseph and that¶s how you know you get to the good stuff in the Book of Genesis, you 
get to the coat of many colors. The Joseph saga stands apart from all of the previous 
material we encountered in Genesis thus far and from all ancient literature. This is among 
some of the most moving material of anything recorded in antiquity. It¶s a beautiful story 
and a well-crafted plot that carries you along and attracts people to this day. Yet, we can 
still see traces of different sources that these ancient scribes pulled from.  
-Not only is Joseph center stage, EXW�KH¶V�DOVR central in another way. He is central in his 
placement in the family between a doting father who loves him and the brothers who 
don¶t love him. He¶s dead center, we have Jacob, Joseph, and the boys. Theologically the 
Joseph material makes a shift as well.  
-What you don¶t see is as important as what you do see. How many angels do we meet in 
the Joseph saga? How may encounters with he divine do we have? And the word of the 
LORD appeared unto« Do you see any of that in the Joseph story? Theologically it¶s 
different. That doesn¶t mean that God isn¶t present in the life of Joseph orchestrating 
events, but what it does mean is that it¶s a different method. Rather than these personal 
appearances, what we have are these dreams. Dreams take up the main way that God is 
orchestrating things in the Joseph saga. Dreams play a very important part in the story of 
Joseph.  
-Gen 28: 11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun 
had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in 
that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the 
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it! 13 And behold, YHVH stood above it and said, "I am YHV H, the 
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you 
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in 
you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with 
you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will 
not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 
-Years ago, I taught a class called«  
The Dreams of the Fathers (A case for the ultimate return of Israel; The State of Israel 
ZLOO�EH�³RSHQ�WR�-HZLVK�,PPLJUDWLRQ�$1'�WR�WKH�LQJDWKHULQJ�RI�WKH�H[LOHV´��:hat is 



meant by the ingathering of the exiles?; Theodor Herzl ± If you will it, it is no dream; 
7KH�IXOO�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�ZRUGV�ILQGV�VXSSRUW�LQ�-DFRE¶V�'UHDP��7KH�6HFRQG�([RGXV��,�
will bring them back; Return to these your cities; The making of a New Covenant; God 
will plant his people in the land with all his heart and soul.)  
November 28, 2015 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/?s=dreams+of+the+fathers   
(Teaching Notes are available upon request) 
-One of the things I find significant is, the miracle of Israel, not only biblical Israel but 
modern-day Israel. The miracle that is the State of Israel and it goes back to a dream. God 
told this dream to Jacob, and it grew into the fulfillment of the dream. Hertzl famously 
said, if you will it, it is not a dream. In other words, put action to the dream. In Jeremiah 
we have the story of God¶s dream«  
-HUHPLDK¶V�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�6FUROO��3DUW�7ZR� �-HUHPLDK¶V�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�3URSKHF\�± 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; The Word That Came to Jeremiah from YHVH; Take the Scroll and 
Write on it All the Words of YHVH; BaUXFK��6RQ�RI�1HULDK��7KH�6FULEH��'DQLHO¶V�
Seventy Week Prophecy and Jeremiah 25; Understand in the Word ± Understand in the 
Vision; Bring Back the Captivity ± A Message for the House of Israel and the House of 
Judah; Grab Hold of the Covenant; YHVH Will Save His People; There is No Remedy; 
<RX�6KDOO�EH�0\�3HRSOH�DQG�,�ZLOO�EH�<RXU�*RG��<+9+¶V�3XUSRVHV�DUH�'RQH��/HW�8V�*R�
to Zion; Ephraim is My Son; Rachel is Weeping for Her Son, for He is Not; Joseph is 
Still Alive ± Stop Your Weeping; Follow the Way in WhiFK�<RX�&DPH��*RG¶V�'UHDP��
3HRSOH�DUH�3XW�WR�'HDWK�IRU�7KHLU�2ZQ�6LQV��*RG¶V�6RQ�LV�5HWXUQLQJ��9DOOH\�RI�'U\�
Bones; Return to YHVH; After Two Days He Will Revive Us; I Will Plant Them in the 
Land with All My Heart and All My Soul)  
February 16, 2019 ± Ross Nichols  
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/jeremiahs-new-covenant-
scroll/     
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/431288520943147  
(Teaching Notes are available upon request) 
-The plan is based on a dream. So, when we get into the Joseph saga we¶re now focused 
on dreams, dreams, and more dreams. We will be looking for dreams and how the plan of 
God is carried along on the sleeping slumber of the people to whom he¶s speaking. On 
the stage in front of you, when the curtain opens up, you¶ll notice the costumes. Garments 
are a big deal in the Joseph narrative, and it¶s not just in Joseph as we¶ll go back and 
connect some of these things as we work through. In my play they change costumes, and 
you have to watch this because the person who compiled this is making a point. The life 
of Joseph will be shown to connect in ways to the life of his fathers. Not only do they 
work backwards in the biblical narrative, EXW�ZH¶OO�DOVR see stories about these garments 
that look forward and to help us make a connection. The biblical writers knew this was a 
connection and we¶ll see some of those things that the biblical writers sort of encoded 
into the text to make us connect. ³From the words, in connection with the words, and on 
the basis of the words.´ The stage is now set for the Joseph saga.  
-Gen 37: 1 Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 2 
These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the 
flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's 
wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father.  
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-Joseph is seventeen and he¶s tending the flock, but he¶s not with all the boys. What is the 
text telling us?  
-Gen 30: 1 When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She 
said to Jacob, "Give me children, or I shall die!" 2 Jacob's anger was kindled against 
Rachel, and he said, "Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of 
the womb?" 3 Then she said, "Here is my servant Bilhah; go in to her, so that she may 
give birth on my behalf, that even I may have children through her." 4 So she gave him 
her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 5 And Bilhah conceived and bore 
Jacob a son. 6 Then Rachel said, "God has judged me, and has also heard my voice and 
given me a son." Therefore she called his name Dan. 7 Rachel's servant Bilhah conceived 
again and bore Jacob a second son. 8 Then Rachel said, "With mighty wrestlings I have 
wrestled with my sister and have prevailed." So she called his name Naphtali. 9 When 
Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she took her servant Zilpah and gave her 
to Jacob as a wife. 10 Then Leah's servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11 And Leah said, 
"Good fortune has come!" so she called his name Gad. 12 Leah's servant Zilpah bore 
Jacob a second son. 13 And Leah said, "Happy am I! For women have called me happy." 
So she called his name Asher. 
-We have to understand that Dan and Naphtali (Bilhah¶s Boys) and Gad and Asher 
(Zilpah¶s Boys) and Joseph are together. And Joseph takes a bad report about Bilhah¶s 
and Zilpah¶s Boys to their father. When this happens, you can imagine that that instigated 
some hate.  
-Gen 37: 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the 
son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. 
-Joseph is not only marked for his actions, but also for this beautiful coat Israel made 
him.  
-Gen 37: 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 
-Joseph¶s coat of many colors has become part of our culture but we don¶t really know if 
it was a coat of many colors because in Hebrew it¶s understood to be a long-sleeved 
tunic. The word ³colored´ is not really mentioned in Hebrew, nor is it hinted at. It¶s no 
doubt, beautiful, it¶s no doubt, special, and it clearly represents Jacob¶s love and devotion 
for Joseph and the boys don¶t like it. This Hebrew phrase which talks about the coat is 
found in one other text in the bible.  
-2Sam 13: 18 Now she was wearing a long robe with sleeves, for thus were the virgin 
daughters of the king dressed. So his servant put her out and bolted the door after her. 
-This is talking about Tamar and the tragedy that involves the house of David, she¶s 
raped. Here, there is violence against someone in our focal point and it¶s associated with 
this coat. Just like she suffers at the hands of a brother because of a coat, so does Joseph 
in our story suffer abuse at the hands of his brothers. After introducing Joseph as the 
favored son with the favored coat, the mark / identifying feature that he¶s daddy¶s 
favorite, then the brothers hate him, if that¶s not enough, now Joseph has dreams.  
-Joseph has a couple of dreams that he doesn¶t keep to himself, and he tells them. This is 
the first of three sets of dreams that carry us through the Joseph saga. Two dreams of 
Joseph, two dreams of court officials for Pharaoh, and two dreams of Pharaoh and we¶ll 
get to all that. The first set of dreams belong to Joseph, it¶s clear he has a gift, but he 
doesn¶t know how to use it yet, or doesn¶t use it wisely.  



-Gen 37: 5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him 
even more. 6 He said to them, "Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, 
your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf." 8 His brothers said to 
him, "Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?" So they hated 
him even more for his dreams and for his words. 9 Then he dreamed another dream and 
told it to his brothers and said, "Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, 
the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me." 10 But when he told it to his father 
and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you 
have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves 
to the ground before you?" 11 And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept 
the saying in mind.  
-The problem here is that his mother is dead, yet his father said, ³Shall I and your mother 
and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?" If he has this 
dream after the death of Rachel, it¶s really bizarre. The rabbis understand this to be 
prophetic, however there¶s a strong possibility that this event actually occurred before his 
mother died. These dreams about the family bowing down will come to pass and there 
will be a bowing down in the same order as the dream revelation. He first told the first 
dream to his brothers and then to his father. When the bowing down takes place, the 
brothers bow down first (Genesis 42:6), and then the father will bow down (Genesis 
47:31). Later, but it¶s in the same order.  
-The brothers are full of hate and jealousy and the father sends him to go check on the 
boys. When Jacob calls Joseph, he says, here am I, which is similar to the willingness we 
saw with Isaac when Abraham called him. (Genesis 22:1, 22:7, 22:11) In Genesis 37:14 it 
tells you they¶re in Hebron, but they¶re shepherding at Shechem. What¶s significant about 
Shechem? The family is probably not welcome at Shechem, remember the massacre that 
Simeon and Levi launched upon the people of Shechem? So, Joseph is there trying to find 
his brothers and he meets this mysterious man in the field who tells him that his brothers 
went towards Dothan.  
-Gen 37: 18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired 
against him to kill him. 19 They said to one another, "Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come 
now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce 
animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams."  
-We know that Reuben and Judah are not part of the brothers who decided to kill Joseph 
because both of them are going to try and step up with an alternative to keep the boy 
alive. We have two plans to save him, one from Reuben and one from Judah, but Judah¶s 
plan wins out when he comes up with a plan to not hurt him, and just sell him so his 
blood wouldn¶t be on their hands.  
-Gen 37: 21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, "Let us 
not take his life." 22 And Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him into this pit 
here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him"--that he might rescue him out of 
their hand to restore him to his father.  
-Gen 37: 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and 
conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers listened to him.  



-Gen 37: 25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry it down to Egypt.  
-Gen 37: 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, 
for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers listened to him. 28 Then Midianite 
traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to 
the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.  
-Gen 37: 36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.  
-Gen 39: 1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who 
had brought him down there.  
-When scholars looked at this, they questioned whether or not they were looking at two 
ancient sources. The bottom line is that Joseph was taken into Egypt and sold as a slave, 
and it was one of these desert groups. One source says it was the Midianites and the other 
says it was the Ishmaelites.  
-Jdg 8: 22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your son and 
your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian." 23 Gideon said to 
them, "I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; YHVH will rule over 
you." 24 And Gideon said to them, "Let me make a request of you: every one of you give 
me the earrings from his spoil." (For they had golden earrings, because they were 
Ishmaelites.)  
-One commentary notes that the term Ishmaelites may be a generic designation for 
nomadic traders and not a mark of ethnic identity. This isn¶t as much of a problem even 
though there are separate sources. I associate the Midianites with desert dwellers, like the 
Bedouin in our modern world. Meanwhile Joseph is taken off to slavery. Then the boys 
take the coat they¶ve taken from Joseph, and they dipped it in the blood of a kid. We had 
a kid and a garment used in the story of Jacob¶s deception of his father as well. This 
looks like it going to turn into another example for Jacob of you reap what you sow. You 
used a garment and a kid to deceive your father, now your boys are going to use a 
garment and a kid to deceive you.  
-Gen 37: 29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he 
tore his clothes 30 and returned to his brothers and said, "The boy is gone, and I, where 
shall I go?"  
-Remember that Reuben, the oldest son, has already slept with his IDWKHU¶V handmaid and 
now he wants to be the hero to save Joseph.  
-Gen 37: 31 Then they took Joseph's robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in 
the blood. 32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and 
said, "This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe or not." 33 And 
he identified it and said, "It is my son's robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is 
without doubt torn to pieces." 34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his 
loins and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and all his daughters rose up to 
comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, "No, I shall go down to Sheol to 
my son, mourning." Thus his father wept for him.  



-The interesting phrase as part of this is that ³he refused to be comforted´. Jacob is 
weeping and he can¶t be consoled. This phrase is found in only one other passage in the 
bible.  
-Jer 31: 15 Thus says YHVH: "A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
because they are no more." 
-Jacob refuses to be comforted for Joseph¶s death, Rachel¶s son; and Rachel is weeping 
for her sons in Jeremiah 31. It¶s a special group, the favored son of the favored wife and 
prophetically this has to do with Joseph and his descendants and Benjamin.  
-As we move into Genesis 38 it appears to interrupt the flow of the narrative? We are no 
longer talking about Joseph at all. Joseph and Jacob are not mentioned, and the focus is 
on Judah. It seems out of place, but it¶s not. This could not have been placed more 
perfectly because it gives us back story information that we have to know.  
-Gen 38: 1 It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and turned 
aside to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of 
a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua. He took her and went in to her, 3 and she 
conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 4 She conceived again and bore a 
son, and she called his name Onan. 5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name 
Shelah. Judah was in Chezib when she bore him.  
-Judah finds this woman and she¶s a Canaanite, even with all the prior stress of not letting 
my baby take one of those Canaanite people. He finds Shua and makes babies with her. 
It¶s interesting that it¶s the same area and later we read in the book of Judges about 
Sampson in this same area, he finds a Canaanite woman. With this Canaanite woman 
named Shua he has three boys, Er, Onan, and Shelah. Then Judah takes a woman for his 
oldest boy named Er. According to the text, Er was so bad that God killed him. Judah 
tells the second son Onan that he now is to take Tamar and do the duty of the firstborn 
and provide her with descendants on behalf of his brother Er.  
Gen 38: 8 Then Judah said to Onan, "Go in to your brother's wife and perform the duty of 
a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother."  
-He doesn¶t want to do it and makes it to where he doesn¶t impregnate her and then God 
kills him. Judah is suffering now because he¶s lost two boys.  
-Deu 25: 5 "If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of 
the dead man shall not be married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband's brother 
shall go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to 
her. 6 And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, 
that his name may not be blotted out of Israel. 7 And if the man does not wish to take his 
brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say, 'My 
husband's brother refuses to perpetuate his brother's name in Israel; he will not perform 
the duty of a husband's brother to me.'  
-Now Judah is reluctant to give Shelah to Tamar. He did this twice and two of his 
precious sons are dead. I¶m not giving him to you yet, he¶s not grown up. Tamar 
disguises herself and dresses / covers herself like she¶s a prostitute and Judah goes into 
her and makes a deal with her.  
-Gen 38: 16 He turned to her at the roadside and said, "Come, let me come in to you," for 
he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, "What will you give me, that 
you may come in to me?" 17 He answered, "I will send you a young goat from the flock." 



And she said, "If you give me a pledge, until you send it--" 18 He said, "What pledge 
shall I give you?" She replied, "Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your 
hand." So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 
-Judah finds out that Shua is pregnant, gets upset and says to kill her.  
-Gen 38: 24 About three months later Judah was told, "Tamar your daughter-in-law has 
been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant by immorality." And Judah said, "Bring her out, 
and let her be burned." 25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-
law, "By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant." And she said, "Please identify 
whose these are, the signet and the cord and the staff." 26 Then Judah identified them and 
said, "She is more righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah." And he did 
not know her again.  
-In Genesis 38:25 it notes, ³Please identify whose these are´. This is only found in one 
other verse, Genesis 37:2 with the bloody coat, do you recognize this? Joseph¶s bloody 
coat and the items (the signet, the cord, and the staff) associated with this thing going on 
with Judah. It¶s only those two, but LW¶V�D connection. The scribe is making these 
connections and we don¶t even realize the beauty and artistry and how things are 
connected and interwoven.  
-Gen 38: 26 Then Judah identified them and said, "She is more righteous than I, since I 
did not give her to my son Shelah." And he did not know her again. 27 When the time of 
her labor came, there were twins in her womb.  
-Who is going to raise the twins? Does Judah ever give his third son Shelah to Tamar?  
-1Chr 4: 21 The sons of Shelah the son of Judah: Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the 
father of Mareshah, and the clans of the house of linen workers at Beth-ashbea;  
-It appears that after all Shelah was given by Judah to Tamar as the husband, he followed 
the rule. Judah was doing his duty and was shamed by his previous condemnation of 
Tamar and ultimately Shelah followed his IDWKHUV¶ orders and named his firstborn son Er 
after the death of the firstborn who should have been bring forth seed in Israel. Tamar is 
in labor with twins, we have another connection with twins. In our previous story of the 
twins, Rebekah has twins, and they¶re fighting in her womb and there¶s a hand involved. 
The hand of Jacob grabs the heal of Esau. This story has to do with the immergence of a 
hand during delivery, again. This is two interesting stories about the birth and a hand. In 
this story, Perez breaks forth with his hand first and they mark him with a scarlet thread. 
This is an interesting story and connects those two in a way. We have these two boys, 
Perez and Zerah and this story plays forward into the story of David as you might 
imagine.  
-We pick up in Genesis 39 as if Genesis 38 were not even there. Event though Genesis 38 
seems out of place we needed to know that Judah suffered great loss and that two of his 
sons had died. In Genesis 39, Joseph has been brought down to Egypt and is dressed up, 
he has a position, and his moral character is going to be what we get to see, but it¶s 
another garment change. Joseph looks like an Egyptian, but he¶s still considered an 
outsider and then he meets the woman of Potiphar. This is one of the focal points that 
help us to discern how Joseph¶s moral integrity is high. Potiphar¶s wife really takes an 
interest in Joseph, he¶s young and good looking and he¶s always around the house as the 
servant of the master. She¶s got the hots for him and makes a couple of moves on him 
and he¶s able to say no.  



-Gen 39: 11 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the 
men of the house was there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, "Lie 
with me." But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13 And 
as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 
14 she called to the men of her household and said to them, "See, he has brought among 
us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud 
voice.  
-Once again, a garment is used to deceive. Brothers deceived the father with the garment. 
Tamar deceives Judah with a garment.  
-Zec 13: 4 "On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies. 
He will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive,  
-So, we have two women (Tamar and Potiphar¶s wife) contrasted here. We had 
Potiphar¶s wife who had the hots for Joseph and she¶s willing to lie and do whatever it 
takes because she¶s scorned. Joseph refuses and doesn¶t want to sin. He¶s got a high 
moral standard. We have the other, Tamar who might be criticized for playing the part of 
a harlot, which is a bit rough, but she¶s just trying to get what¶s owed to her. We can 
point a finger at her and let¶s Judah off when he went in thinking he was going into a 
prostitute, and she wasn¶t. She wants children because Er was wicked and was killed and 
Onan did what he did and was killed. So, she¶s acting on the part of bringing about what 
has to happen.  
-We also see that Joseph, despite his circumstances rises to the top. Joseph learns 
valuable lessons through his experiences and rises to the top. Joseph is highly favored, 
and we see God working behind the scenes in the life of Joseph. Potiphar¶s wife tells him 
that Joseph tried to rape her, and Joseph gets thrown into jail. While he¶s there, he sees 
two Egyptian court officials imprisoned with him and they¶re downtrodden and he says 
tell me about it, and they tell him about two dreams. This is the second set of the three 
sets of dreams in the Joseph saga.  
-They tell the story, and he gives an interpretation, and they are worried because no one 
can interpret dreams. Joseph now knows this; God knows how to interpret the dreams and 
he doesn¶t take credit for it. Remember with the boys saw him coming they called him 
the dream master or the lord of the dreams. Guess what, he¶s finally earned that 
significant title, but he did it when he gave God the credit.  
-Gen 40: 8 They said to him, "We have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret 
them." And Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them 
to me."  
-God knows the meaning and Joseph tells the men the meaning.  
-Gen 40: 14 Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the kindness 
to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house.  
-Joseph said, I gave you the interpretation so please remember me to Pharaoh and get me 
out of this house. The other guy died just like I said, and you¶re being restored. When you 
go back to handling Pharaoh¶s cup, don¶t forget me. All he wanted was not to be 
forgotten, but he was forgotten.  
-Gen 40: 23 Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph but forgot him.  
-He only had one job and he couldn¶t do it. Between the close of today¶s reading and the 
opening of next week¶s reading, two ZHHNV¶ will have passed. Joseph is forgotten. Judah 
has paid a dear price and Jacob refuses to be comforted. Each of these events has been 



shared with the reader so that we might be surprised and amazed at how God, behind the 
scenes, will use even the greatest of tragedies to bring about his ultimate plans and 
purposes. Don¶t miss next week¶s class.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov, and Happy Hanukkah to those who are celebrating. And 
don¶t forget that as the sun sets tonight you are going into the one day in the Hebrew 
Bible of which God says, from this day forward I will bless you.  
 
Be blessed, Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov and Have a great week! 
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
NOVEMBER 27, 2021 
TKLV�ZHHN¶V�7RUDK�3RUWLRQ�9D<HVKHY��³$QG�+H�/LYHG´��*HQHVLV������± 40:23) The 
&KURQLFOHV�RI�-DFRE�DQG�KLV�RIIVSULQJ��-RVHSK¶V�GUHDPV�DQG�KLV�LQWHQVLILHG�KDWUHG��-RVHSK�
is sent to visit he brothers; Reuben saves Joseph from the plot to kill him; Joseph is sold; 
The version told to Jacob; Judah and Tamar; The Roots of the Messiah and the Israelite 
0RQDUFK\��-XGDK¶V�VRQV�PDUU\�7DPDU��EXW�GLH�IRU�WKHLU�VLQV��7KH�PRUDO�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�
XQLRQ�RI�7DPDU�DQG�-XGDK��7DPDU¶V�SUHJQDQF\��7DPDU bears twins; Joseph in Egypt; 
3UHOXGH�WR�H[LOH��3RWLSKDU¶V�ZLIH�VODQGHUV�-RVHSK��7KH�FXSEHDUHU�DQG�WKH�EDNHU��7KHLU�
GUHDPV�DQG�-RVHSK¶V�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� ³Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
³7KLV�:HHN�LQ�7RUDK´�)%�3DJH��https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
Portion 32 ± Joseph Saga Part One ± Genesis 37 (These are the Generations; 
(YHU\WKLQJ�SRLQWV�WR�-DFRE¶V�VRQ�-RVHSK��$�8QLYHUVDO�6WRU\�RI�5HGHPSWLRQ��*RG�PHDQV�LW�
for Good, Life, and the Redemption of his People; Joseph ± Secret of the Ages; The 
%LUWKULJKW�EHORQJV�WR�-RVHSK��-RVHSK¶V�/RQJ�5REH��:DWFK�Whe Garments; Lord of the 
Dreams; Joseph checks for the Peace of his Brothers and the Flock; Following in the 
Footsteps of the Flock; YHVH tests Joseph; Joseph is Gone; Jacob and Rachel refuse to 
be Comforted)  
September 2, 2017 ± Ross Nichols;  
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/joseph-saga-part-one-
genesis-37/  
Teaching Notes: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/391475141270
846/  
 
Portion 33 ± Judah Went Down ± Genesis 38 (Joseph and Judah ± The Sons of Israel; 
7KH�&KLHI�5XOHU�FRPHV�WKURXJK�-XGDK��-RVHSK¶V�%LUWKULJKW��5HFXUULQJ�7KHPHV��-XGDK¶V�
3ODQ�IRU�-RVHSK��-XGDK¶V�&KDUDFWHU�'HYHORSPHQW��'RLQJ�%DG�LQ�WKH�(\HV�RI�<+9+��5XWK�
the Moabite; Judah Fathers twins with Tamar; The Signet, the Cord, and the Staff; Tamar 
± 0RUH�-XVW�WKDQ�-XGDK��'DYLG¶V�/LQHDJH��-XGDK�DQG�-RVHSK�- Bringing About the 
Greatest Reunion of All; A Prince Comes from Judah; Learning from the Things we 
Suffer) 
September 9, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/judah-went-genesis-38/   
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Teaching Notes: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/391567357928
291/ 
 
Portion 34 ± The Temptation of Joseph ± Genesis 39 �-RVHSK¶V�%DG�'HDO��-XGDK�Went 
Down and Joseph was Brought Down; The Lifting of the Eyes; Reuben and Judah 
&RQWULYH�3ORWV�WR�6DYH�-RVHSK��:KR¶V�*RW�-RVHSK��7ZHQW\�6KHNHOV�RI�6LOYHU��<+9+�LV�
with Joseph; Joseph is Blessed; To Sin Against God ± ,¶OO�EH�%ODPHG�)RUHYHU��$�)XWXUH�
Reunion; Stripped of His Garment; Learning Through the Things We Suffer) 
September 16, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/temptation-joseph-genesis-
39/  
Teaching Notes: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/394350077650
019/  
 
Portion 35 ± Dreams of The Prisoners ± Genesis 40 (The Sabbath of Return; God 
Favors Joseph no matter where he is; Joseph the Dreamer ± The Dream Master; In the Pit 
± What will Become of His Dreams; Dreams in the Ancient World; Dreams of the 
*HQWLOHV��,QWHUSUHWDWLRQV�%HORQJ�WR�*RG��7KH�&XSEHDUHU¶V�'UHDP��Remember Me; The 
&KLHI�%DNHU¶V�'UHDP��/LIW�WKH�+HDG�YV�/LIW�WKH�+HDG�IURP�<RX��7KUHH�6HWV�RI�'UHDPV��
Lord of the Dreams)  
September 23, 2017 ± Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/dreams-prisoners-genesis-
40/  
Teaching Notes: https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/895866960580744  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths ± (2022): Tabor ± Nichols Israel Tour March 4-15, 2022;  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; https://blossomingrose.org/2022-
walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022; 
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  
-Accessible Adventure Israel Tour ± (2022): Nichols ± Young; October 17 ± 27, 2022; 
https://blossomingrose.org/accessible-adventure-israel-tour-2022/  
 & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU - 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/391567357928291/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/391567357928291/
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/temptation-joseph-genesis-39/
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/temptation-joseph-genesis-39/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/394350077650019/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/394350077650019/
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/dreams-prisoners-genesis-40/
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/dreams-prisoners-genesis-40/
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/895866960580744
https://blossomingrose.org/
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/
https://blossomingrose.org/2022-walking-the-ancient-paths/
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/
https://blossomingrose.org/accessible-adventure-israel-tour-2022/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU

