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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 
-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 
coming to you live from the United Israel Center in Saint Francisville, Louisiana. Many 
of you are in your own place today, alone, Shabbat Shalom and thank you for joining us 
this morning. We need one another to help us go through what the world is going through 
today. I pray that all of you and the ones that you care for remain healthy today and 
throughout the coronavirus.  
-We have currently moved into a new study called “Honest to Moses”, which began May 
8, 2021. This will be a very lengthy, in-depth, seat of the chair teaching that will 
challenge you. Many of you who have followed these teachings for awhile are quite 
prepared and equipped for what’s to follow in the text because we are going to be 
“Honest to Moses”. This series builds upon things that we’ve covered in the past. What 
I’ve presented to this point has been purposely presented in the order in which it was and 
in the manner in which it was in order to prepare us for this series. Our previous series on 
Prophet – “The Servant” will weave together in the biblical text with our new series 
“Honest to Moses”, a Quest for the Historical Moses.  
-If you find things in our classes on the quest for the historical Moses are cause for alarm 
in your spiritual quest, please don’t let it be so. We are looking at the biblical text in a 
way that few people look at it. Most people follow their traditional views of the text, and 
they have answers to the questions that are built on their particular theological views. I’m 
looking at the texts and letting the text speak for itself. I will not apologize for the texts of 
the bible, but rather present the text as it’s presented. Only then can we get closer to the 
original intent of the authors.  
-During the course of this study I want to add in what you might call some of Moses’ 
Greatest Hits. Where we talk about some of his teachings that we can with a fair degree 



of certainty trace back to the historical Moses. We have two prongs to our approach, we 
have the man Moses, and we have the message of Moses, which is primarily available to 
us through the Pentateuch, the first five books of the bible. Specifically beginning with 
Exodus 2 through the end of Deuteronomy we are exposed to material about the man and 
the message.  
 
TEACHING NOTES 
-Today we continue our quest for the historical Moses, and we are on Class 15 in our 
series called, “Honest to Moses”. Today’s class is called “God’s First Name”. In our 
previous classes we get a little bit about Moses family and the family into which he 
marries, and about the various cultures around him and of the message of Moses. When I 
talk about the fundamental bedrock teachings of Moses from the Pentateuch, we are 
trying to discern the teaching of Moses. What is it that we learn from Moses that we can 
trace back to the historical figure of Moses?  
-Today I want to continue to take a closer look at the name for the deity and to get into 
more of the details about various names or titles for God. Today’s class is the second in a 
series within a series dealing with God’s name. The bible is telling the truth, that in 
Exodus 6, God says, by my name, YHVH I was not known to the fathers, but I was 
known by the name El Shaddai.   
-Exo 6: 2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, "I am YHVH. 3 I appeared to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty (El Shaddai), but by my name YHVH I did not 
make myself known to them.  
-I believe that those texts which have the name, yod-hey-vav-hey (YHVH), the 
tetragrammaton, prior to the time of Moses, are later additions written into the text after 
the name was made known and is meant to show continuity. As demonstrated last week 
we have strong textural evidence for the revelation of the name, yod-hey-vav-hey in the 
time of Moses and it’s clearly stated that this name was not known. Our continued study 
will help us to recognize that which is written in the time of Moses and that which is 
written later. These statements which are updates to the text, it’s not that they’re not true 
or divinely inspired, but it’s simply to say that we have the ability to look at the text 
carefully to determine that which dates to the time of Moses and that which dates 
afterwards. We can also tell that which is most likely to be able to be traced back to the 
hand of Moses verses that which was clearly written by another. This week we’ll begin 
by looking very carefully at Exodus 3 and Exodus 6 and then throughout the rest of the 
biblical text.  
-Exo 3: 1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 
Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 And the angel of YHVH appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 
And Moses said, "I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned." 4 
When YHVH saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, 
Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals 
off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 6 And he said, "I 
am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then YHVH said, "I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because 



of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the 
people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my 
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?" 12 He said, "But I 
will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 13 Then Moses 
said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?" 14 
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel: 'I 
AM has sent me to you.'" 15 God also said to Moses, "Say this to the people of Israel: 
YHVH, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 
throughout all generations. 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, 
YHVH, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has 
appeared to me, saying, "I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17 
and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land 
flowing with milk and honey."' 18 And they will listen to your voice, and you and the 
elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, YHVH, the God of the 
Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days' journey into the 
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to YHVH our God.' 
-This text in Exodus 3 is the beginning of the revelation of the name, yod-hey-vav-hey. I 
read from an English translation which uses “The LORD”, but in the Hebrew text here, 
the God is introducing himself based on a new and unknown name to the Israelites. 
Moses is among the people of Midian at this time who were from the desert. The term 
Bedouin is associated with in the desert. Moses is among the Midianites, and he’s fled 
Egypt. He’s under the care of a priest of Midian by the name of Jethro, Ruel, or Hobob 
depending upon which source in the Pentateuch you look to. He drives within the grazing 
territory of the Midianites and is on the far side of the wilderness, in the western area, 
towards Horeb, the mountain of God.   
-Moses then comes upon a sight that puzzles him, we are talking about the story of the 
bush in Exodus 3 where he comes upon a bush that’s on fire before his eyes and it’s not 
consumed. As he approaches, he’s told to take off his shoes. The question is, who’s in the 
bush? In verse 2 we get an indication that it’s the messenger, the angel of YHVH. As we 
work through Exodus 3, we see this interesting switching back and forth to where it 
creates questions as to the identity of the one with whom he speaks. In verse 2, an angel 
of YHVH appeared to him in a blazing fire. In verse 4, and when YHVH saw that he 
turned aside to look… Is it YHVH in the bush? Is it the angel of YHVH in the bush, or 
are they the same? When YHVH sees, does he see from within the bush? Whose eyes are 
looking out from the burning bush. In verse 4, God called to him out of the bush. Is it the 
angel, YHVH, or Elohim, or are they all three the same?  



-In verse 6, the one in the bush says, I’m your father’s God. I am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Moses then hides his face because he’s afraid to 
look to Ha Elohim. Then in verse 7, and YHVH said. Pay close attention to the details. In 
verse 11 it says, and Moses said to the Elohim, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 
and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?". In verse 12, He said, because I will be 
with you, you shall serve God on this mountain. In verse 13, behold, I’m coming to the 
children of Israel, and I’ll say to them, your father’s God sent me to you, and they’ll say 
to me, what’s his name? Moses is going to go to the children of Israel and declare to them 
that the God of their fathers has met with him, which is a private revelation of which they 
have not been part of, and he wonders if they’ll believe him at all. He certainly wants to 
be ready when they ask the tough question.  
-Moses asks, what shall I say to them? In verse 14, God says to Moses, "I AM WHO I 
AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" In 
Hebrew, 'ehye 'ăšer 'ehye. In Hebrew this is based upon the root word which means to be, 
or existence. He’s basically saying, I will be whatever I will be. Broadly, I will be 
whatever I want to be. We are not being given a specific name at this point. Tell the 
children of Israel, ehye has sent me to you. In verse 15, Elohim says further to Moses, 
thus you shall say to the children of Israel, yod-hey-vav-heh, Elohei (God of) your 
fathers, of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, this God, yod-hey-vav-hey, YHVH has sent 
me to you. This is my name forever, for an indeterminant age. He’s revealing that Yod-
Heh-Vav-Hey (יהוה) is his name for an indeterminant age. This is how I’m to be 
remembered to generation of generation.  
-In verse 16, go and gather the children of Israel and say to them, Yod-Heh-Vav-Hey 
 Elohei of your fathers, Elohei of Abraham, Elohei of Isaac, and Elohei of Jacob ,(יהוה)
has appeared to me. You’re going to say to the king of Egypt, YHVH, Elohei of the 
Hebrews has called upon us and now we have to go please, a three-day path into the 
desert to sacrifice to Yod-Heh-Vav-Hey (יהוה) Eloheinu, YHVH our El, or YHVH our 
Elohei. It’s interesting because Moses does not know this name before this point (Exodus 
3) and when he gets the name he’s to go to the children and elders of Israel and to 
Pharaoh to tell them this name. Sometime after this Moses and Aaron appear before 
Pharaoh and this is what they said, thus says Yod-Heh-Vav-Hey (יהוה) YHVH, Elohei of 
Israel, send forth my people.  
-Exo 5: 1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says YHVH, the 
God of Israel, 'Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.'" 2 
But Pharaoh said, "Who is YHVH, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not 
know YHVH, and moreover, I will not let Israel go."  
-The Israelites have lived among the Egyptians for hundreds of years and this new 
Pharaoh has never heard of YHVH. Based on what we read in Exodus 3, Moses and 
Aaron might have said we didn’t know the name either. By the end of the Exodus 
narrative, they all know who YHVH is because throughout the narrative of the Exodus 
one of the things that is stressed is this, God went and made a name for himself.  
-Exo 5: 3 Then they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a 
three days' journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to YHVH our God, lest he 
fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword."  
-What they tell Pharaoh is Yod-Heh-Vav-Hey (יהוה) YHVH, is the God of the Hebrews 
and that they have to go and sacrifice to YHVH Eloheinu.  



-Exo 5: 22 Then Moses turned to YHVH and said, "O Lord, why have you done evil to 
this people? Why did you ever send me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your 
name, he has done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all."  
-When Moses and Aaron go before Pharaoh, he said, not only do I not know this God that 
you speak of, I don’t even know why you think I should let them go when you give me 
the name of an unknown God to me. Furthermore, I won’t let them go, and by the way, 
you have come to me, and you are keeping the people from work, so I’m going to make it 
harder on them. Not only do they have to give us the same number of bricks, but they 
have to get their own straw.  
-Exo 6: 1 But YHVH said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for 
with a strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out 
of his land." 2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, "I am YHVH. 3 I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name YHVH I did not 
make myself known to them. 4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the 
land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the 
groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have 
remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am YHVH, and I will 
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from 
slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of 
judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know 
that I am YHVH your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am YHVH.'" 9 Moses spoke thus to the 
people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh 
slavery. 
-Elohim spoke to Moses and he said, I am YHVH. The narrator tells us that Elohim 
speaks to Moses, and Elohim says to Moses, I am YHVH. Furthermore, the editor says in 
the name of this God, when this divine being speaks, he says in Exodus 6:2, I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as El Shaddai, and my name YHVH, no I was known to 
them. I was not known to them by my name YHVH. We all know that in Genesis 2:4 is 
the first occurrence of Yod-Hey-Vav-Hey. We also know that in Genesis 4:26 it says, 
then men began to call upon the name of YHVH. Let’s look specifically at the days of the 
Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Remember that Exodus 6:2 says that he wasn’t 
known to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by his name YHVH, it was El Shaddai.  
-Gen 13: 2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he 
journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place where he had made an altar at the first. 
And there Abram called upon the name of YHVH.  
-Gen 15: 2 But Abram said, "O Adonai YHVH, what will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  
-Gen 22: 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, "YHVH will provide"; as it is 
said to this day, "On the mount of YHVH it shall be provided." 15 And the angel of 
YHVH called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, "By myself I have 
sworn, declares YHVH, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 



-Gen 26: 22 And he (Isaac) moved from there and dug another well, and they did not 
quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, "For now YHVH has made room 
for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land." 25 So he (Isaac) built an altar there and called 
upon the name of YHVH and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac's servants dug a well.  
-Gen 28: 13 And behold, YHVH stood above it and said, "I am YHVH, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you (Jacob) lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring. 
-I propose that the text has been updated to reflect the period of Moses or after without 
getting too specific on the date. Exodus 6 makes perfect sense, that originally in the days 
of the Patriarchs, prior to the time of Moses, that the name Yod-Hey-Vav-Hey was not 
known. But at a time when these texts are updated, that the narrator, the redactor, the 
final compiler, wants to ensure that we understand that the God from the time of Moses 
forward is the same God as it was prior. The God who reveals himself as Yod-Hey-Vav-
Hey to Moses is the same God who revealed himself to Noah as Elohim, to Abraham as 
El Shaddai, and that they’re all the same. There’s a continuity and the text had been 
updated. If the name of YHVH was commonly used in the time of Moses, you mean to 
tell me that Pharaoh had never heard this name? It’s possible, but hard to believe. I think 
he’s introduced to the name and he’s telling the truth in Exodus 5:2 when he says, I don’t 
know YHVH and I’m not letting you go. But by the end of the story, he very well knows 
who YHVH is.  
-We don’t know who updated the text. There is no evidence of who those scribes or later 
textural editors were. We do believe that the text was maintained by the Levitical group 
and in Deuteronomy 31 we see that the text is given to the Levites.  
-As I pointed out in my last class, we have no personal names, this is another evidence 
that the name Yod-Hey-Vav-Hey was not known prior to the time of Moses. We have no 
evidence of human names that have the Theophoric element or Yahwistic element added 
to it. Later from the Judges on through the conquest we do have this Yahwistic element 
added to the beginning of a Yahwistic name you find Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jehozabed, 
Jehoshua, Jehohanan, Jehoiada, Jehoiakin, Jehoiakim, Jehoiarib, Jehonadab, Jehoaddah, 
Jehozadak, Jehoram, and Jehoshaphat etc. Prior to that in the Pentateuch, from the death 
of Moses backwards to the creation we only have two Yahwistic names that come to us 
from the time of Moses, and one of these is iffy.   
-Num 13: 8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; 9 from the tribe of 
Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; (Hoshea the son of Nun) 16 These were the names of 
the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun 
Joshua. 
-Hoshea the son of Nun’s name is changed to Yehoshua. He’s the right-hand man, he’s 
the who’s going to help execute the plan to bring the children of Israel to the land of 
promise. That’s the only occurrence that’s not disputed and indicates to me with a good 
degree of certainty that the name Yod-Hey-Vav-Hey was not known prior to the time of 
Moses. Ehye, Elohim, YHVH in Exodus 6:2, all of them are used. To make it clear that 
while his name, his newly revealed memorial from generation to generation, YHVH, 
while that was not known prior it’s stressed that that God, that deity, was known. He was 
known as El Shaddai to the Patriarchs.   
-Gen 17: 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old YHVH appeared to Abram and said 
to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my 



covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly." 3 Then Abram fell on his 
face. And God said to him, 4 "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the 
father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come 
from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the 
land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will 
be their God." 9 And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, 
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations.  
-The editor uses YHVH in this narrative, but when the deity speaks, he says, I am God 
Almighty (El Shaddai). In this narrative whenever El Shaddai is speaking or spoken of, 
the deity is referred to as Elohim (God).   
-Gen 28: 1 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and directed him, "You must not take 
a wife from the Canaanite women. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel 
your mother's father, and take as your wife from there one of the daughters of Laban your 
mother's brother. 3 God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that 
you may become a company of peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of Abraham to you 
and to your offspring with you, that you may take possession of the land of your 
sojournings that God gave to Abraham!" 
-Notice we have the blessings and the covenantal promise tied to El Shaddai (Hebrew), 
typically translated as God Almighty.  
-Gen 35: 9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed 
him. 10 And God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called 
Jacob, but Israel shall be your name." So he called his name Israel. 11 And God said to 
him, "I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations 
shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land that I gave 
to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after 
you." 13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 15 So 
Jacob called the name of the place where God had spoken with him Bethel.  
-Elohim appeared and says to Jacob, I am El Shaddai. Notice Jacob called the name of 
the place where God spoke to him, Bethel and not Bethyhvh, where el is a name, not a 
title.  
-Gen 43: 11 Then their father Israel said to them, "If it must be so, then do this: take some 
of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the man, a little 
balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Take double the 
money with you. Carry back with you the money that was returned in the mouth of your 
sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again to the 
man. 14 May God Almighty grant you mercy before the man, and may he send back your 
other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of my children, I am 
bereaved." 
-When Jacob wants to send the boys with a blessing and protection he says, El Shaddai.  
-Gen 48: 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land 
of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, 'Behold, I will make you fruitful and 



multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your 
offspring after you for an everlasting possession.'  
-Elohim is used throughout the narrative, but here we have Jacob telling Joseph that 
God’s name is El Shaddai (God Almighty). Elohim is called El Shaddai by the Patriarchs.  
-Gen 49: 25 by the God of your father who will help you, by the Almighty who will bless 
you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, 
blessings of the breasts and of the womb.  
-Notice in this text it doesn’t say El Shaddai, it simply says Shaddai (Almighty). He’s 
blessing Joseph and, in the blessing, he associates the God of the fathers with Shaddai. 
It’s interesting that some have proposed that the name Shaddai is based on the idea of 
breasts and how it nurtures, and they have said that El Shaddai is the one that nurtures. 
Shaddai in Hebrew is based upon a root word that has the same letters as breasts.  
-Num 24: 4 the oracle of him who hears the words of God, who sees the vision of the 
Almighty, falling down with his eyes uncovered:  
-Here is Balaam the son of Beor who hears the words or sayings of El and he sees the 
visions of Shaddai.  
-Num 24: 16 the oracle of him who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge of 
the Most High, who sees the vision of the Almighty, falling down with his eyes 
uncovered:  
-Hears the words or sayings of El (God), knows the knowledge of Elyon (Most High / the 
Highest), and sees the vision of Shaddai (Almighty).  
-Eze 10: 5 And the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer 
court, like the voice of God Almighty when he speaks.  
-Elsewhere Shaddai occurs as a name in Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Psalms, 31 times in the 
Book of Job, and then 1 time in the Book of Ruth. Job, the date of which is highly 
debated because it contains language that scholars puzzle over. Some of the language 
tends to have an affinity with language of the post Exile period, the Persian period. So, 
we see things in Job that would push things beyond the Exile. In Zechariah 3 the way that 
the writer talks about Ha Satan, the Satan, the Adversary etc. That belief system seems to 
be influenced from Persian belief and we find something similar in the Book of Job and 
nowhere else in the Bible. So, some scholars push the Book of Job to a late date. But 
there is also within the Book of Job the affinity with very ancient literature and belief. 
The setting of the Book of Job gives you the feeling of the Patriarchal period. Its location 
is in the land of Ootz (Uz).  
-Lam 4: 21 Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, you who dwell in the land of Uz; 
but to you also the cup shall pass; you shall become drunk and strip yourself bare.  
-Edom is associated with the land of Ootz (Uz), the setting for the Book of Job. Where is 
that? The boundaries of the land of Edom move over time in the Biblical period, but 
generally it is south and generally west and east of the Aravah. Over time the strength of 
Edom waxed and waned, and the borders grew east, west, and north, south. The 
Ketamites are generally associated with the people of the east, east of the Jordan. There 
are other clues as to the writing and the setting of the Book of Job.  
-1Kin 5: 12 And YHVH gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him. And there was 
peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty. 
-The Ketamites, the easterly people are known from their wisdom. The wisdom of the 
people of the east.  



-Job 1: 13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking 
wine in their oldest brother's house, 14 and there came a messenger to Job and said, "The 
oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell upon 
them and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone 
have escaped to tell you." 
-This is tragic news that your boys are dead, but who are the Sabeans. Do you remember 
the queen of Sheba, it’s this people of the east? We’re in this region, south, east, and west 
of the Aravah, more easterly, and it’s talking about people from the east came in and they 
committed this crime.  
-Job 2: 11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, 
they came each from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naamathite. They made an appointment together to come to show him 
sympathy and comfort him.  
-Eliphaz and Zophar are described as Ketamites. Eliphaz is from Teman in the region of 
Edom. In Habakkuk 3:3 it talks about God (Eloah) coming from this region of Teman. 
These desert dwelling people in this mountainous region have known God throughout 
history. Shuah (Shuakh) is a son of Abraham by Keturah, the name comes from the 
Keturah line. In Genesis 25 Abraham sends the children of Keturah away to the land of 
the east from Beersheba to the desert locations.  
-El Shaddai and Shaddai represent an early name for God. Some say these are just titles 
until he comes to Moses and reveals his name, he’s only known by titles. Stay tuned. 
Edom, Teman, Paran, Kedam, all are associated with revelations of El or Ha Elohim. 
These mountainous regions. When YHVH revealed his name to Moses as YHVH he’s at 
Horeb, the mountain of God. I see a connection with El Shaddai and these desert 
mountainous regions. It’s now accepted, almost universally, that El Shaddai does not 
mean God Almighty, with El meaning God and Shaddai meaning Almighty. I challenge 
you and say that both of these are wrong. Various proposals have been put forward for 
both components, El and Shaddai. Shad can mean breasts in Hebrew, but I see this 
definition as derivative from something else. In other words, breasts are called Shad 
because it is generally shaped as a mount or a mound. The idea is that of a mountain or a 
hillock or a mount as a swelling place. The first occurrence of El Shaddai is noted in 
Genesis 17.  
-Gen 17: 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old YHVH appeared to Abram and said 
to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 
-The Jewish Study Bible has fantastic footnotes. “El Shaddai is believed to have 
originally meant God the One of the Mountain. (El – The One of the Mountain) And thus 
to have expressed the association of a deity with his mountain abode well known in 
Canaanite literature. In the priestly conception, the four lettered name translated as 
LORD was disclosed only in the time of Moses. (Exodus 6:2-3) And El Shaddai was the 
name by which God revealed himself to the Patriarchs.” 
-Rth 1: 20 She said to them, "Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has 
dealt very bitterly with me.  
-Here we have Naomi who was living in the land of Moab, in most of the rest of the Book 
of Ruth, God is referred to as YHVH. Here Naomi is just coming out of the land of Moab 
and it’s from this region and from this land that also Balak sends for Balaam, who also 
from the plains of Moab uses this phrase Shaddai (Almighty). He’s from the east.  



-Num 22: 4 And Moab said to the elders of Midian, "This horde will now lick up all that 
is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field." So Balak the son of Zippor, who 
was king of Moab at that time, 5 sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, 
which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw, to call him, saying, "Behold, a 
people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are dwelling 
opposite me.  
-This fetching of Balaam from the east, notice this footnote from the Jewish Study Bible. 
“Balaam the son of Beor in Pethor, the seer of Deir Alla inscription. (A stone inscription 
was discovered at Deir Alla and bears the name Balaam) The place name Pethor, 
Balaam’s home is usually identified as a sight on the Sajur River in Syria some 400 miles 
from Moab.” https://www.bible.ca/archeology/bible-archeology-balaam-son-of-beor-
inscription-tell-deir-alla-succoth-1400-750bc.htm  
-There is a connection here, the description of the discovery of the inscription at Deir 
Alla with the name Balaam, Richard Elliot Freedman points this out in his commentary. 
This is from Genesis 17 with the first occurrence of El Shaddai. “El Shaddai means, El 
the One of the Mountain. The old translation, God Almighty cannot be justified. The 
associations of God in general and Yod-Hey-Vav-Hey in particular with mountains is 
well known, and there are gods called Shadu Rhabu which means big mountains in 
Akkadian, and gods called Shaddayin in the Deir Alla Text. We have gods referred to in 
this inscription Deir Alla that mentions this seer by the name of Balaam and also 
mentions gods called Shaddayin in the Deir Alla Text.  
-El Shaddai does not mean God Almighty. Shaddai associates the El of the fathers with 
the One of the Mountain, and by the way, a specific mountain. The one from the 
mountain was known as such until the time of Moses. The question is, why does he 
reveal his other name to Moses at this place for the first time? Maybe nobody ever asked, 
it could be that simple. But what about El, Eloah, Elohim, are these as we have been told, 
only titles and not a name? Ladies and gentlemen, God’s first name is El Shaddai. El – 
The One of the Mountain. But what is El if Shaddai is mountains? What is El? For that 
you have to join me next Saturday.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov, have a beautiful week.  
 
THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2021 
This week’s Torah Portion VaYelech: “And He Went” (Deuteronomy 31:1 – 31:30) 
Moses takes leave, Joshua to succeed Moses, Hakhel / The king reads Deuteronomy, The 
reading of the law, Moses end draws near, The Torah as testimony, Joshua commissioned 
to lead Israel. “Shavua Tov" and Have a Great Week!  
“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
Final Words – End of the Torah – VaYelech (Deuteronomy 31:1 – 30) (The Sabbath 
of Return; Take Words and Return to YHVH; What Will YHVH Do; What Does YHVH 
Require of You; Return to Me and I Will Return to You; The Vertical and Horizontal 
Torah; VaYelech – And He Walked; Moses Last Day; YHVH Spoke to Moses vs. 
YHVH said to Me; This Torah; The Last Words Between (God and (Moses) and God); 



Moses will not Crossover; Joshua will Lead the Children of Israel; Moses will Die on the 
Mountain; The End of the Torah) 
September 15, 2018 – Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Link:  https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/final-words-end-of-torah/   
 
“HONEST TO MOSES” TEACHING SERIES 
The following link is for the UIWU Teaching Series “Honest to Moses”, Class 1-13. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/130034967705
0050 Posted are Teaching Summaries with Links to Ross’s Audio/Video Classes, 
both UIWU and YouTube, and Links to the Teaching Notes on the Official UIWU 
Website as posted weekly on this website. https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/ 
Additionally, all Teaching Notes are also available on the UIWU Facebook Site 
under the “Files” Tab. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/files Information from 
last week’s class is also noted below… 
 
(14) Honest to Moses – Theophory – His Name in Their Name – Class Fourteen (The 
Names of God and People Related to the Dating of a Text; God Has a Name, Yod-Heh-
Vav-Hey (יהוה); The Name of God was Spoken Freely; How do we Pronounce the Name; 
The Four Vowels; Theophoric Names Bearing the Name of God; Why Jehoash Became 
Joash – Eliminating the “Hey”; Pronouncing the Divine Name Became Forbidden; 
Examples of the Same Story with Different Names for the Deity – YHVH vs. Elohim; I 
am YHVH – This is My Name Forever; Theophoric Names are Few During the 
Patriarchal Period; Moses Changes Hoshea’s Name to Yehoshua / Joshua – The Salvation 
of YHVH) 
August 28, 2021 – Ross Nichols 
Audio/Video Links: 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/honest-to-moses-theophory-his-name-in-their-
name-class-fourteen/ & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zbx0e5s6j24  
Teaching Notes Link:  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021.8.28-Honest-
to-Moses-Theophory-His-Name-in-Their-Name-Class-Fourteen.pdf 
 
UIWU ANNOUNCEMENT: 
The Moses Scroll book release 
date of 8 March 2021 was 
purposely chosen. Moses Shapira 
died on 8 March 1884, and as far 
as we know, the last public 
sighting of his scroll was 8 
March 1889. It seemed apropos 
to share the scroll anew with the 
world on that same fateful day.  
https://themosesscroll.com/  
https://www.amazon.com/Moses-Scroll-Ross-K-Nichols/dp/1736613405/?pldnSite=1  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iud2k6HwTL4&t=16s  



https://www.facebook.com/themosesscroll/videos/535074677630755 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2022): https://blossomingrose.org/ 
-Walking the Ancient Paths – (2022): Tabor – Nichols Israel Tour March 4-15, 2022;  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/israel-tours/; https://blossomingrose.org/2022-
walking-the-ancient-paths/ 
-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2022): June/July 2022; 
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  
-Accessible Adventure Israel Tour – (2022): Nichols – Young; October 17 – 27, 2022; 
https://blossomingrose.org/accessible-adventure-israel-tour-2022/  
 & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU  
 
UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION (UIWU) WEBSITES 
-UIWU Official Website / YouTube Website / Facebook Website:  
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/ (UIWU Main Website) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg (YouTube Videos) 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/ (UIWU Facebook) 
-UIWU Founder, United Nations Correspondent, Author, (1903 – 2003) David Horowitz: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Horowitz_(author) 
https://jamestabor.com/the-extraordinary-life-of-david-horowitz-documented-at-last/ 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/category/remembering-david-horowitz/ 
-UIWU President, Biblical Scholar/Professor at UNCC, Tabor Blog, Dr. James D. Tabor: 
https://jamestabor.com/  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Tabor 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=james+tabor  
-UIWU Executive Vice-President, Historian, Researcher, Author, Ralph Buntyn: 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/category/remembering-david-horowitz/  
https://www.amazon.com/Book-David-Horowitz-Nations-Founder/dp/1630515833  
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ralph+buntyn 
-UIWU Vice-President, Weekly Teaching and Study Sessions, Ross Nichols: 
https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/author/rknichols/  
https://rossknichols.com/about-ross-nichols/  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg  
-UIWU Vice-President, Temple Beth Shalom, Hickory, NC, Rabbi Dennis Jones: 
https://www.hickoryjewishcenter.com/index.html  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hickory-Jewish-CenterTemple-
Beth/125461817509689 & https://unitedisraelworldunion.com/faith-without-borders/   
-UIWU Ministers/Board Directors, UI Center Northeast, Rome, NY, Dave & Patty Tyler: 
https://www.facebook.com/UIWUNortheast 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BsCXrGttxo (The Song of Moses by Patricia Tyler) 
-UIWU Historical Research Specialist, Weekly Teachings, Author, Jodell Onstott: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=jodell+onstott 
https://www.amazon.com/YHWH-Exists-Jodell-Onstott/dp/0975337505 
-UIWU Audio/Visual Technical Support, Weekly Teachings/Meals, Dave & Sherry Cole 
-UIWU UI Minister, Weekly Teachings, UI Bulletin Contributor, Ronnie Fulcher 



-UIWU Board Director, United Israel Bulletin Contributor, Betty Givin 
-UIWU Music Minister, Weekly Teachings, Glenn Chatterton 
-UIWU Scribe, Weekly Teaching Notes, This Week in Torah FB, John “Baruch” Perry 
-UIWU Teaching Notes Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/UIWU-Teaching-
Notes-103999335011360 
-A 115 Page Summary of UI “Weekly Teaching Notes” (April 2007 to August 2021)  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/permalink/1300354300382921  
-This Week in Torah / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 
 
FRIENDS OF UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION 
-Blossoming Rose, Official Curator of UI Biblical Tamar Park, Dr. DeWayne Coxson:  
https://blossomingrose.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/97078180601/?ref=group_browse  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLCdRzFRy90 (Biblical Tamar – 7 Periods) 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=biblical+tamar+park+israel 
-Kol Yehuda, Facebook United 2 Restore, Israeli Tour Guide, Hanoch Young: 
https://www.kolyehuda.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/470824226357829/ 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hanoch+young+israel 
-Truth2U, Tanakh Tours, The Kingdom Chronicles, Talk Radio Host, Jono Vandor: 
https://www.truth2u.org/author/admin/  
https://truth2u.org/category/james-tabor/ (Gleanings from Genesis, with Tabor/Nichols) 
https://truth2u.org/2021/01/15/the-moses-scroll-a-new-book-by-ross-k-nichols/  
https://israelnewstalkradio.com/news-anchor-jono-vandor/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Truth2Uorg-116835708352238 
-Film Director, Producer, Freelance Journalist, Author, Simcha Jacobovici:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/57979546982/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simcha_Jacobovici 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Simcha+Jacobovici 
-Archaeologist, Professor of Practice at UNCC, Dr. Shimon Gibson: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=shimon+gibson 
https://history.uncc.edu/people/dr-shimon-gibson 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shimon_Gibson 
-Nehemia’s Wall, Uncovering Ancient Hebrew Sources of Faith, Nehemia Gordan 
https://www.nehemiaswall.com/; 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=nehemia+gordan 


