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correspondence to the Editor by email.

צדק צדק תרדוף

For my house shall be called a house of prayer for ALL Peoples
כי ביתי בית תפלה יקרא לכל העמים

If you want to request special prayer for you or a loved during these
uncertain times due to sickness, worry, or financial stress arising from the

Coronavirus, please reach out via email. We want to stand with you.

An Urgent Call to Prayer for People
of Faith - Cry Out Now - קרא נא

This video is a clip (16 minutes) from a teaching I delivered on 3/21/2020.
The teaching concerned the fragility of our world in the face of the current
Coronavirus outbreak. In the class, I encouraged my viewers to follow the
advice from professionals, but also made it clear that people of faith should
seek answers from the book of books. In this short clip, I share something
that came to me while preparing my class. It concerns a message for people
of faith. I report that I learned that another person had the same revelation.
Does the name of the virus somehow contain the proper action for all people
of faith?

I conclude by asking other people of faith to join with me between now and
Passover in solidarity and prayer regarding the Coronavirus. Help us share
this message with every person of faith that you know!

The link to the full class is here. On this blog post you will find links to video
and audio files as well as John "Baruch" Perry's class notes.

To join other people of faith in the call to prayer, please visit the event page
on our UIWU Facebook group page here. This event is a prayer event
encouraging people of faith to call upon the Creator and Father of us all
regarding the Coronavirus. Let us all join together every day and lift our
common concerns. The event is initially scheduled to run nineteen days,
leading us to Erev Pesach. Please join us in this nineteen day prayer event. If
the time does not work for you, please set aside some time each day to pray
specifically about this outbreak. Pray for those who are in demographics that
are more susceptible. Pray for those who have lost hours or even jobs. Pray
for those who are affected in any way by the Coronavirus. Pray that our
Creator and Father in heaven will have mercy and stay this plague!
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Translation of Tefilla Composed by
Rav Yitzchak Yosef, The Rishon

Lezion Chief Rabbi of Israel
The following prayer for the cessation of the Coronavirus

was forwarded to me by a friend.
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Helpful and Reputable Links for
the Coronavirus

During this time of uncertainty we are all searching for reliable information
about the Coronavirus. Here are a couple of websites that are quite helpful.

The Official Website of the White House

Coronavirus.Gov

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=150907&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2F
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Coronavirus.Gov

CDC.Gov

Coronavirus Guidelines for America

UIWU's Response to the Coronavirus

Subscribe to UIWU on YouTube!

We are spreading the word about our United Israel YouTube Channel. Every
Sabbath (Saturday mornings at 10:30 AM CST), Ross Nichols teaches an
inspiring class from the Hebrew Bible. These classes are live-streamed to
our United Israel YouTube channel and then archived under "Sabbath
Studies." We would appreciate it if you would share this video far and wide
so that other biblically oriented types can benefit from these classes. Be sure
and subscribe so that you don't miss any new content, and so that you are
notified when we go live.

Click the YouTube icon below, and if you have not already done so, click
subscribe!
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Even in the Quietest Moments
(Getting to Know the Spirit of The Creator and Spirituality

in the Faith of Abraham)



in the Faith of Abraham)
David F. Tyler,

Vice President of International Affairs,
Minister and Member of the Board of Directors, UIWU

Psalm 13 (ASV)
How long, O Jehovah? wilt thou forget me for ever?
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me?
How long shall I take counsel in my soul,

Having sorrow in my heart all the day?

While I laid in my bed the night my son Daniel Tyler died, I wondered where
the Spirit of Jehovah was. I remembered what Gordon Lightfoot wrote in his
song the Wreck of the Edmond Fitzgerald: “Does anyone know where the
love of God goes, when the waves turn the minutes to hours?” I felt alone
and no one could comfort me. I had never known grief like this. Why had
the Almighty abandoned me? With all the promises I had read in the Bible,
how could this have happened? I had corrected my behavior to follow – as
well as I could – The Creator’s Rules as put forth in the Torah. What gives?
What had I done wrong?

Many questions came to my mind, in ways that were much deeper and more
significant than before. Even though I had some of these thoughts
previously, I didn’t understand them the way I do now. Taking a step back
from that tragic night I now look at those events and my search for God from
a very different perspective. We all have big questions, such as: “What is the
meaning of life?  Why are we here? Who or what is God? What is
spirituality? How do we conduct ourselves morally?”

In my opinion, after more than 40 years of study, it is an organic and
continual process of revelation: what you understand today would have
been difficult to understand yesterday, and what you’ll understand
tomorrow would be difficult to understand today. It is also important to
experience life after your studies to see how theory meets practice. Once
you have experienced life, revisit the theory and adjust your understanding
according to the result. The same verse can have layers of meaning as you
experience more of life. Over time this will lead to a higher, more refined
consciousness ultimately making you a better person. This is the great
purpose of our life on earth; to ascend the spiritual ladder.

Along the spiritual journey that followed I would come to see the Creator of
All - Jehovah, very differently. My eyes were opened in ways I could
previously not perceive. I began to write a book about this experience as a
position for those who are contemplating life on this earth, whether they
currently be a person of faith, an agnostic or an atheist.

What follows are some of my thoughts on these issues and in no way is a
complete discourse on them. That would take volumes, but these are salient



complete discourse on them. That would take volumes, but these are salient
points that became more focused to me as I went through the toughest
times in my life.

Many faith traditions extend from the encounter Abram of Ur had with
Jehovah nearly 4,000 years ago. In this tradition, the Nature of God is
“codified” in the Hebrew Bible. Relevant aspects for this nature are repeated
many times, but for the sake of this article I will synopsize them here:

·      God Exists

·      God is One

·      God is the Creator of Everything

·      God is Incorporeal

·      God is Neither Male nor Female

·      God is Omnipresent

·      God is Omnipotent 

·      God is Omniscient 

·      God is Eternal

·      God is Both Just and Merciful

·      God is Holy and Perfect

·      God is our Father

Reference: https://www.mechon-mamre.org/

One must become increasingly aware of who and what The Creator is, as the
Hebrew Bible is very consistent about such details concerning His Nature. I
believe the image we were made in was the image of God’s Spirit which is
embodied in our souls. The body is a temporary habitat for the soul.



Increasing Eschatology

As centuries passed, the simple and beautiful Faith of Abram, who became
Abraham, flowed into many peoples, cultures and traditions across the
globe. Over time, the practitioners formulated manmade versions of the
original faith, which became “religion.” A major influence was the Greco-
Roman philosophical view of the world. Greco-Roman refers to those
geographical regions and countries that culturally (and so historically) were
directly, long-term, and intimately influenced by the language, culture,
government and religion of the ancient Greeks and Romans. Their
philosophies have impacted every aspect of life, including religion, for the
last two millennia. This is particularly true in the religions of Judaism and
Christianity.

“Judaism and traditional Christianity are not biblical religions (despite all
their assertions).”

Harold Bloom, The American Religion

Religion eventually became so modified and buried in other thoughts and
philosophies that one would be hard pressed to understand the faith of
Abraham and the early believers in Jehovah. One of the drivers of this was
the introduction and eventual rise of the eschatological ideas as time passed.
In his blog (www.jamestabor.com) Dr. James Tabor writes extensively about
these ideas. A concept he puts forth is how the focus on eschatology in
religions increases as time goes on. He begins with the concept of Enochian
Judaism which is the idea that as the Kings, Prophets and Priests of Israel fell
the focus was on the idea that God or His Anointed (Messiah) would return
and make everything right again.

As early Judaism and Christianity were formulating, these ideas became
very significant. Much more so than when the originators of the Holy Writ
were alive or when it was first adhered to as a faith. By the time of the
development of Islam, it was almost the only way an individual could see or
know God, i.e., in an eschatological sense. Along with this came a great
increase in the spiritual focus of the promulgators of said religions. You
were invited to have a religious experience where you could “feel’ the Spirit
of God.

The concept of a religious “experience” was one of the reasons why the
“religions of the book” grew so rapidly. Other reasons were ignorance of
knowledge (primarily science), economics, fear and peer pressure and of
course humanities’ inhumanity to their fellow humans. After the
establishment of the three main variants stemming from the Faith of
Abraham - Judaism, Christianity and Islam, we then enter the Middle Ages.
The Middle Ages (or medieval period) lasted from the 5th to the 15th
century. It began with the fall of the Western Roman Empire and merged
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century. It began with the fall of the Western Roman Empire and merged
into the Renaissance and the Age of Discovery. During that time many
questioned the religious faith handed down to them. A movement that arose
from this questioning was the Protestant Reformation. The Protestant
Reformation is usually considered to have started with the publication of the
Ninety-five Theses by Martin Luther in 1517.

By the late eighteenth century in the American Christian world many of the
Protestant religions were fracturing and a plethora of denominations and
sects sprang up. The following graph illustrates the growth in
denominations for the six major forms of Christianity in the United States
from 1780 to 1860. This continued at a rapid pace and by the twentieth
century it was fracturing even faster than ever. Harold Bloom wrote the
book, The American Religion: The Emergence of the Post-Christian Nation,
in which he identifies some of the major movements in the United States. It
shows how far afield they had become from the origins of Orthodox
Christianity.

References:

·       James A. Henretta et al. (2010) America's History, Combined Volume
Bedford/St. Martin's. p. 259, which repeats the 1987 edition vol 1 p 347.

·       Gaustad, Edwin Scott. Historical atlas of religion in America (2nd ed
HarperCollins Publishers, 1976) pp 4, 43.

With the growth of Protestant denominations, beautiful and spiritual songs
and gatherings became commonplace. Some people attended Sunday
services just to hear the beautiful Gospel music and experience the spirit of
God with other people. These gatherings are truly spiritual events that make
people feel connected to God and their communities. There is shouting and
praising and all manner of ways to try to communicate with God. It can be
both a physical as well as spiritual experience. For some who were deeply
committed to the exegesis of the Holy Writ, things were about to change.

The Rise of Torah-based Faiths

As it became easier to research religion and its related disciplines such as
history, language (linguistics, etymology, culture, colloquial literature, etc.),
archaeology, philosophy and so on, it became inevitable that there would be
a focus on the origins of the various faiths. For many researchers, who were
mainly lay people, out of this focus came the awareness of the Torah and its
laws and statues and how it was originally minimized by Orthodox Christian
doctrines. Gradually, many Christians interested in such issues turned to the
Hebrew roots of their faith, basing it on the Five Books of Moses or the
Torah.

With the rise of the Torah-based faiths, many interpretation issues, no
matter how small they were, caused division. Hence, many sects developed
which have similar tenets. While this is true for many denominations of all



which have similar tenets. While this is true for many denominations of all
religions, it is very prominent among those who claim to follow the Torah.
Many became overly legalistic and condemned anything thought to be
“spiritual.” If they perceived it wasn’t written in the Mosaic law, it would not
be a part of their practice. While they did eliminate many suspect practices,
they also threw out the baby with the bath water.

Flying by Instruments Only – Where’s the Spirit of God?

Is it necessary to silence anything spiritual? To not allow people to sing, or
jump or shout, i.e., “Make a joyful noise unto YHVH?” The Hebrew Bible
contains the term "spirit of God" (ruach hakodesh) in the sense of the might
of a unitary God. A prominent theme among many of these sects and the
individuals in them is the lack of spirituality they possess. This is very
understandable as their theologies were created by the deep and devout
study of said origins. Spirituality is hard to get from these types of exegesis.
However, spirituality is in fact quite prominent in the Hebrew Bible and it is
written in many ways over the entire span of its 24 individual books.
Understanding who God is, how we communicate with him and what He
wants from us is the focus of the entire Hebrew Bible.

Spirituality in the Hebrew Bible

The Hebrew Bible describes many instances of being filled with God’s Spirit
and proclaiming it in various ways, some of which may not seem orthodox.
For instance, when David, King of Israel, brought the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem it was a spirit-filled event:

“And David danced before Jehovah with all his might; and David was girded
with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of
Jehovah with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.” 2 Sam 6:14-15

Today if we held a similar event many people would consider this to be
unacceptable behavior based on their understanding of the Torah. However,
consider who David was and how much Jehovah loved him and promised
him. After this spirit-filled worship session the Almighty then says this to
David via Nathan:

“Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith
Jehovah of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep,
that thou shouldest be prince over my people, over Israel; and I have been
with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies
from before thee; and I will make thee a great name, like unto the name of
the great ones that are in the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people
Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place, and be
moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any
more, as at the first, and as from the day that I commanded judges to be over
my people Israel; and I will cause thee to rest from all thine enemies.
Moreover Jehovah telleth thee that Jehovah will make thee a house.” 2 Sam
7:8-11



7:8-11

This is one of the greatest promises in the entire Hebrew Bible. Another
term of interest is the phrase the "Holy Spirit." The term Holy Spirit appears
three times in the Hebrew Bible: in Psalm 51 which refers to "Your Holy
Spirit" (ruach kodshecha) and in Isaiah which refers twice to "His Holy
Spirit" (ruach kodsho). This is somewhat different that the term "Spirit of
God" (ruach hakodesh). There is no doubt an abundance of the spiritual
nature of both man and God described in the Hebrew Bible. Ross Nichols did
a great teaching on this subject entitled, “The Holy Spirit in the Hebrew
Bible” on his weekly teaching for UIWU on February 10, 2018. You can view it
here.

Hebrew Bible is Full of Music

Music is a very spiritual aspect of faith. There are 160 references to singing
in the Hebrew Bible. In the Hebrew Bible there are several worlds relating to
music. The most prominent ones are:

·      Sher (ׁשיר) – Song;

·      Zamar (זמר) – A primitive root through the idea of striking with the
fingers and used as melody which is the basis for the word Psalm (Mizmor);

·      Negen (נגן) – To play.

Of course, there are many derivations, but these three roots drive most of
the text pertaining to music. Consider Psalm 144:9 where in English both
Zammerah (whose root is Zamar) and Sher are translated as “sing.” A more
accurate translation would be “I will pluck” (or create a melody for) praises.
It is clear the English word sing is being generated from two very different
Hebrew words. A great deal more is covered by Dennis McCorkle and can be
viewed at his web site called Music of the Bible.
(http://musicofthebible.com/)

Reference: Biblehub.com, https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/144-
9.htm

Those closest to Jehovah wrote and performed beautiful songs to Him and it
was a part of their daily worship. There is even an entire book in the Bible
called, “The Song of Solomon.” It begins: “The Song of Songs, which is
Solomon’s.” The book of Psalms contains 150 songs. In that book there are
the Songs of Ascent. Song of Ascents is a title given to fifteen of the Psalms,
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the Songs of Ascent. Song of Ascents is a title given to fifteen of the Psalms,
120–134 (119–133 in the Septuagint and the Vulgate), each starting with the
superscription Shir Hama'aloth (Hebrew: שִׁיר המַעֲלֹות , meaning "Song of the
Ascents"). They are also variously called Gradual Psalms, Songs of Degrees,
Songs of Steps or Pilgrim Songs. They were used in worship services be the
priests and lay people alike. They are still sung around the world today.

God Himself is a Spirit

Further evidence of the spiritual nature of God is contained in the first
chapter of the Hebrew Bible where God is identified as a Spirit:

And the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. Gen 1:2 (ASV)

Further in the first book we find more evidence of the difference in God and
man’s true natures.

And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not strive with man for ever, for that he also
is flesh: yet shall his days be a hundred and twenty years. Gen 6:3 (ASV)

The phrase “for that he also is flesh” means man is also corporal and not a
spirit-only being like God.

How Do We Describe God?

From the text of the Hebrew Bible we can see God is inherently a Spirit.
Many of the faithful in the Torah movement however have an overly
legalistic view of God and his commandments. To address this issue, it is
important to know what God is like as spiritual being. The Hebrew Bible
gives many descriptions of what God is like and most people don’t see the
repetitive accounts of His love for us, His mercy toward us and His
faithfulness. This is made clear over and over again in the scriptures. Some
of them are presented here from the American Standard Version (ASV):

·       Psa. 86:15 - But thou, O Lord, art a God merciful and gracious, Slow to
anger, and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.

·       Psa. 103:8 - Jehovah is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abundant
in lovingkindness.

·       Psa. 112:4 - Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He
is gracious, and merciful, and righteous.

·       Psa. 145:8-9 - Jehovah is gracious, and merciful; Slow to anger, and of
great lovingkindness. Jehovah is good to all; And his tender mercies are over
all his works.

·       Joel 2:13 - and rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto
Jehovah your God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and



Jehovah your God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abundant in lovingkindness, and repenteth him of the evil.

·       Jer 31:3 - Jehovah appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee

Love is a major concept with God, so much so that it is commanded that we
love him above all, and our neighbor as ourselves. This includes in a spiritual
way as well as our deeds and actions. Love can be shown in many ways, but
the spirit is where it comes alive.

A Balance of Rules and Spirituality

Changing one’s religious faith is a difficult yet oftentimes necessary
decision that many of us are faced with in our lives. On our long spiritual
journey, there appears to be some real turning points where clarity and
vision into these types of concerns becomes realizable, where the haze of
man’s intervention on our true faith – the “isms” and “ities” - are
temporarily removed and we are given a glimpse of the “naked truth.” It
appears that over time the Faith of Abraham has evolved and passed through
many good and bad phases. What many people don’t see is that this faith
originated with a spirit-filled interaction with the Most High. 

Many people who are drawn to the God of the Torah, whose name is Holy,
and to His Ways, His Commands and His Statutes don’t see is that this is all
based on a spirit filled relation with the Most High and we should not be
afraid to stand and shout or sing or dance to praise him and let it be known
we serve Him and Him alone and we love Him.

A Spirit and a Love to be Shared with Us

So even in the quietest moments I felt the Spirit of God nearby. In my
darkest hour I felt the presence, the promise and the love He has for us. I felt
a calling to ascend to the higher levels of spiritual awareness, to eventually
rejoice with the B’nai Elohim. I felt a call to raise my consciousness above
that of the incarnate to that of the spiritual. While many people in the Torah-
based movements focus on the legal aspects, curses and punishments they
do not realize or give proper emphasis to what lies on the balance. i.e., LOVE.
God is the essence of love and we share with Him the essence of our souls;
we are spiritual beings. A French idealist philosopher and Jesuit priest said
the following.

“We are not human beings having a spiritual experience; we are spiritual
beings having a human experience.”

~ Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

As time passed, I began to see the beauty in having a spiritual relationship
with the Creator. My wife and I began to record songs of praise and to
produce music videos. I saw love was the greatest part of the faith. We must



produce music videos. I saw love was the greatest part of the faith. We must
balance our faith with following the way as codified in the Torah and with
finding our spiritual side and letting it fill our lives with joy.

In conclusion, ask that you to consider joining us on this journey: A search
for the Ultimate Truth. United Israel World Union (UIWU). UIWU is 501(c)3
educational research organization founded in 1944 by David Horowitz (1903-
2002), who devoted his life to its goals and purposes. Its primary focus is to
function as an association for any and all who are drawn to the One God of
Abraham and the revelation of the Holy Scriptures (the TaNaKh or Hebrew
Bible).

I would also suggest that you read Restoring Abrahamic Faith by Dr. James
Tabor and consider watching the regular Sabbath Classes held by Ross
Nichols on Facebook or YouTube. These are a great place to see how we view
the Torah and its instruction and meaning in our life. See the UIWU web site
for more details. http://unitedisrael.org/

The First Month, Aviv/Nissan
The Month of our Redemption, New Beginnings

An Ongoing Series Entitled Hidden Sparks Beneath the
Surface

By Elisheva Tavor

All the months are interrelated, each connecting to the next in the cycle
of the seasons, the ‘round’ of the year…set up by The Creator from the
beginning for our benefit to make up what we call time…like a beautiful
string of pearls…each is significant to the whole…and each carries
within it a special spark that lies hidden beneath the surface, waiting
to be discovered!

The Joy of Spring and New Life
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We are fast approaching the end of the month of Adar. It is this month
where we celebrate the joyous Feast of Purim and the miraculous saving of
the Jewish people from annihilation at the hands of the wicked Haman, a
prototype of the arch enemy Amalek! The month of Adar is the month in
which we are called upon to increase our joy! And on its heels comes the
next month… Aviv or Nissan…the month of New Beginnings…and so we
begin again!

“For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear in the
earth, and the time of singing is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in
our land.” (Shir ha Sharim/Songs of Songs 2:11-12) 

Rabbi Sampson Raphael Hirsch in his book, ‘Judaism Eternal,’ refers to
Israel as “the messenger of spring to man and to mankind… the messenger
of a springtime which is to be newly discovered on earth by every person in
every time and place.” When springtime comes and we see the awakening
of nature all around us, it can herald an internal wake-up call for us as well;
for it is a time of new life and new birth, a time when all things become
new… a time of new beginnings…even in these troublesome times…

The Head of the Months, the First For You!

It is significant that it is during this season of the year that HaShem speaks
these words to His servant Moshe, “This month shall be for you the head of
the months; it is the first for you of the months of the year (Shemot, Exodus
12:2).

We ask the question…why? Why is this month, the month known as Nissan
on the Jewish calendar and referred to as the First Month so significant and
why did HaShem appoint it as the Head or the First of all the months? Surely
this extraordinary statement indicates some very special sparks…hidden
sparks beneath the surface!

When HaShem says, this month is for you, it is as if to say, it is “your very
own!“ We know from reading the account in Exodus that to these Hebrew
slaves who basically owned nothing, this month did indeed become their
“very own”…for it was given over to them…given over to them as the month
of their redemption, the month when HaShem delivered them from their
oppressors and brought them out of the land of Egypt, that narrow place
called Mitzrayim in Hebrew. It was a new beginning! They were to teach this
story to their children (Exodus12:8) and pass it down, dor v dor, from
generation to generation…so that “you may remember the day of your
departure from the land of Egypt all the days of your life.”(Deuteronomy
16:3). It is also part of the ‘Six Remembrances” prayed daily as part of the
Morning Service in synagogues all over the world today). HaShem wanted it
to stay new and fresh in their minds. According to the sages in rabbinic
literature each generation to come was to count it as if they too had come
out of Egypt!



And now the story of this incredible redemption has down come to us
because we have attached ourselves (devekut, like glue) to HaShem, to His
Torah and to the Jewish people. As HaShem’s words, “this month is for you”
and His promise of deliverance resonate through the ages, we too can claim
it for our very own for we each have our own Mitzrayim… our own
bondage…the things which enslave us…this month and the Festival of
Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) challenge and empower us to break forth from
those bonds! This month offers us a new beginning

A New Beginning

Eliyahu Kitov in ‘The Book of Our Heritage’ teaches that prior to the day of
redemption, the people counted from the month of Tishrei biblically the 7th
month, which according to Jewish tradition marked the creation of the
world. “The day of redemption,” he says, “is greater than the day of birth.”(p
123)

There is much significance to the very first day of the 1st month. It was on
the first day of the first month that the flood waters HaShem sent to cleanse
the earth in the days of Noah began to dry up (Gen 8:5)…thus offering the
earth a New Beginning.

Jewish tradition teaches that all three Patriarchs, Avraham, Itzkak and
Ya’akov all died on this day, but not before they had fulfilled their life’s
mission for HaShem and His people.

HaShem told Moshe to set up the Tabernacle in the wilderness with all its
furnishings on the 1st day of the first month (Ex. 40:1).

II Chron. 25:1-5 gives the account of King Hezekiah instructing the priests to
cleanse and sanctify the sanctuary that had been desecrated…It had been a
dark time for the Jewish people. Interesting that it says the priests first
sanctified themselves… good lesson for us today.

Going back to our text…“This month shall be for you the head of the
months; it is the first for you of the months of the year “(looking at the
Hebrew letters in the words for you (lachem) are the same letters as those in
the word, king (melech), which indicate that we must honor this month, the
month of Nisan/Aviv more than any other month…it is the King of all the
other months…the Rosh…the Head. HaShem speaks of is as the FIRST of all
the other months!

The Significance of the Names and the Counting of the Months

There are three names for this month:(1) Hachodesh harishon -The Head of
the Months, The First Month (Exodus 12:2) (2) Chodesh ha’Aviv -The Month
of Spring which indicates new beginnings, new life. The Hebrew letters in
Aviv mean “the head of twelve” the head of all the 12 months of the year. (3)



Aviv mean “the head of twelve” the head of all the 12 months of the year. (3)
Nissan- Babylonian origin yet connects with concept of spring for it bears
resemblance to Hebrew word nitzan or bud. It is also connected to the
Hebrew word nes, meaning miracle. It is noteworthy that the Hebrew letter
nun at the end of Nissan adds to the connotation of the word in that it
signifies ongoing! So the miracles of the Exodus are ongoing and reach
forward into the future and have the potential of allowing us to tap into them
today!                                                       

Biblically speaking, all the months are counted from this month and for the
most part named accordingly such as the first month, the second, and the
third until we reach the last and then the cycle begins all over again.
Counting in this manner calls to our memory this special First Month, the
Month of our Redemption and enables us to remember the departure from
Egypt “all the days of our lives,” as put forth in Deut. 16:3.

It is interesting to note that in Judaism, this method of counting is also
employed for the days of the week, for each day is counted from the Sabbath
with Sunday being the first day from Sabbath, Monday the 2nd day from
Sabbath, etc., until we reach yom ha shi shi, the 6th day and then it is the 7th
day, the Sabbath again!

So as we bring the remembrance of the Sabbath continuously in our
consciousness each day, with each New Moon marking the beginning of
each new month, we can bring the remembrance of the miraculous
Redemption from Egypt back into our hearts and minds.

Redemption and the New Moon - Emerging from Darkness into Light “The
word ‘redemption applies only to one who emerges from darkness into
light” for it is from the lowest depths…the deepest darkness that new life
springs forth and offers a New Beginning, a new birth!

With the appearance of the tiny sliver of the New Moon in the nighttime sky
each month comes a reminder that we too, like the moon, can experience
new birth and arise from the darkness that surrounds us.

Rabbi Jacobson in an article entitled ‘The Mystery of the New Moon’ makes
a connection between the waxing and waning of the moon to the ups and
downs of history and to life in general. During the time of the long Egyptian
exile,” the moon,” he says, “was dark indeed. By commanding Moses to
sanctify the new moon, G-d was in effect imparting to Moses the power of
renewal: Just as the moon is reborn right after it disappears, so too will the
Jewish people experience a renaissance following their darkest moments.”

Herein lies a lesson for all of us, one that has been repeated over and over
throughout the pages of history. Eliyah Kitov offers some very poignant and
inspiring words, “As we read the story of the Exodus, the ‘book in which
Israel goes from darkness of light' - the story of process, the process of loss
and renewal, of suffering and growth, the process of death and birth – we can



and renewal, of suffering and growth, the process of death and birth – we can
gather in our own lives much fortitude from the events that took place 3329
years ago.”

Remember the poignant words of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks when he said
that most often we only see the Divine Providence of HaShem as we look
backwards, but we must live our lives forwards!

As the time is fast approaching for this New Moon of the First Month to
appear, we can use this amazing opportunity to think on all of these things.
We can go outside and gaze upward into the darkness of the night sky. As we
search for the tiny sliver of the new moon, although often not entirely visible
at first, we can be assured that it is there, just as HaShem our G-d and
Creator who made it is always there…within our world, working behind the
scenes…and within each of us challenging us to delve more deeply into
ourselves and to discover more of those hidden sparks that lie just beneath
the surface both in us and in the world around us!

May we like the moon renew ourselves! May we be a light in the darkness
and go from strength to strength as we reach out and encourage and help
one another, knowing that our G-d can carry us through any challenge, even
that of this new rapidly spreading Corona Virus sweeping across our globe!

What connection is there between the moon’s renewal and the Egyptian
Exodus? The connection is of course Passover!!! More to come in Part Two!



From the Torah
The Torah reading this week for those who follow the annual cycle of Torah
Readings is Va-Yikra (Leviticus 1:1-5:26). The prophet reading associated with
this Sabbath is Isaiah 43:21-44:23.

"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel" 

(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).

Join the Hebrew Torah Reading Team

We start your Hebrew Torah training at the level you have obtained. Our
group has a range of reading abilities. We all want to listen to the voice of
our Creator; and the best way to listen to HIM is to read HIS Torah in HIS
language, and so we read the Torah in Hebrew, and we teach Torah Hebrew
and vocabulary. Email Chong Kiat for more information.

The Book of David
David Horowitz: Dean of United Nations Press Corps and

Founder: United Israel World Union
by Ralph Buntyn
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For 10 years, author Ralph Buntyn spent many hours with renowned United
Nations correspondent and United Israel founder David Horowitz. They
engaged in lengthy discussions about his foundational views drawn from his
experience and unique vantage point in the two world bodies. The Book of
David is based on his personal notes, extensive archival records and
reflections from these conversations.

ISBN: 978-1-63051-584-3

Order The Book of David from the Publisher

Order the Book of David from Amazon
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Order the Book of David from Amazon

Order the Book of David from Barnes & Noble

Support United Israel World Union
AmazonSmile is a great way to support United Israel World Union. All you
have to do is to log into Smile.Amazon.com and select United Israel World

Union, Inc as your charity of choice. After you have made United Israel
World Union your charity of choice, we receive .5% of the purchase amount
of all eligible purchases. To learn more about the program, click here. Why
not set UIWU as your charity of choice today? It's simple, and it doesn't cost

you anything.

SmileAmazon Portal

For those who wish to donate to United Israel, please visit our Donate Page.
United Israel World Union, INC, is a 501 (c) 3 Non-Profit. All contributions

are tax deductible. Your financial support enables us to do all that we do. You
can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.

We provide all that we do at no charge, trusting that those who benefit
from our work, and who are able to do so, will support the work
financially. In this way, everyone who wants to learn can do so.

We appreciate your interest in, and support of UIWU.

Click Here to make a secure Donation to United Israel World Union
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