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correspondence and articles for publication consideration for the Bulletin.
We want to constantly improve this publication. Please address all
correspondence to the Editor by email.
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For my house shall be called a house of prayer for ALL Peoples
כי ביתי בית תפלה יקרא לכל העמים

Comfort Ye My People
The Newest Installment of Visiting our Past

by Ralph Buntyn

The struggle for religious liberty and from religious injunction was an ever-
present battle in colonial America. Years before our First Amendment
would guarantee religious liberty, our first president expressed his
welcoming words to a small congregation of Jewish immigrants seeking
refuge and religious freedom in a new world. Writer Ralph Buntyn reflects
on the historical significance of a 230 year old letter penned by America’s
first commander-in-chief in his latest article titled: “Comfort Ye My People.”

Read Comfort Ye My People
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231 Years Ago Today
On this date, February 4, 1789, 231 years ago today, the state electors, per the
Constitution, voted for a President of the United States of America. George
Washington would win the majority of every state's electoral votes.

Professor Daniel Dreisbach writes that America's first President frequently
quoted the Bible, and based upon his extant writings, we know what his
favorite Bible verse was. Dreisbach says the following:

"The Bible was the most accessible and influential book in seventeenth
and eighteenth century America. George Washington, like most
gentlemen of his time and social standing, was acquainted with it,



gentlemen of his time and social standing, was acquainted with it,
specifically the King James Bible, and he liberally seasoned his
discourse with biblical phrases and allusions. Washington’s papers
contain hundreds of biblical quotations, figures of speech, idioms,
proverbs, and allusions. No literary text is referenced more frequently
in his writings."

He further informs us:

"No biblical passage is referenced more frequently in Washington's
voluminous papers than the ancient Hebrew blessing and prophetic
vision of the New Jerusalem in which every man sits safely "under his
vine and under his fig tree" (Micah 4:4; see also 1 Kings 4:25; Zechariah
3:10; and 1 Maccabees 14:12). Washington invoked this image nearly
four dozen times during the last half of his life. The image of reposing
under one's own vine and fig tree vividly captures the agrarian ideals
of simplicity, contentment, domestic tranquility, and self-sufficiency; it
is also a metaphor for not only freedom from want and fear but also the
right to private property and hospitality."

To read the full article by Professor Daniel Dreisbach, click the button below.

Dreisbach on Washington and the Bible

The Study of Hebrew in Early
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The Study of Hebrew in Early
America

The information in this article was gleaned from the book, Our Father
Abraham, Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith, Marvin Wilson, (Grand

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989), see especially pp. 127- 131.

The study of Hebrew has played an important role since the founding of
America. Here are some little-known facts of history. William Bradford
(1590- 1657), a prominent early American, said that he studied Hebrew so
that when he died, he would be able to speak in the most ancient language,
the Holy Tongue in which God and the angels spoke. Cotton Mather, a
popular Puritan Minister (1663-1728), once remarked on learning Hebrew, “I
promise that those who spend as much time in the morning and evening in
Hebrew studies as they do in smoking tobacco, would quickly make
excellent progress in the language.” Many of the Ivy League schools, so
important in the founding of American education, held that a study of
Hebrew was an essential part of one’s education. Hebrew inscriptions can be
found on the insignia or seals of such schools as Yale, Dartmouth, and
Columbia. Hebrew played an important part of a Harvard education from
the first day that the college opened its doors.

The first Jew to receive a college degree in America was Rabbi Judah Monis
(1683-1764) Rabbi Monis also became the instructor of Hebrew at Harvard.

Readers of the Bulletin may also be interested in an article published by
Breaking Israel News entitled, How Hebrew Almost Became the Official
Language of America by Tzivya Fox.

Twenty-Two Letters and the
Significance Thereof
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Significance Thereof
There are twenty-two letters in the Hebrew language, all of which are
consonants. Our earliest records confirm the present enumeration of 22
letters. Additionally, the original arrangement of the books of the Hebrew
Bible caused them to be counted as 22 books. These facts gave rise to the
belief that the number 22 represented completion and perfection. The
author of the book of Jubilees (circa 150 BCE), portions of which were found
at Qumran, is among the first to go on record as extolling the number 22 in
this sense. In that work, the author mentions the 22 generations from Adam
to Jacob, the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet, the number of Biblical books
as 22, and Adam as the 22nd and final creative act in the Genesis account of
creation.

“Accordingly, the twenty-two works of the six days of Creation are
enumerated (ch. ii. 2-22): On the first day—heaven, earth, water, the
spirits, the abyss, darkness, and light; on the second—the firmament;
on the third—the land, the seas, vegetation, and paradise; on the fourth
—sun, moon, and stars; on the fifth—the sea-monsters, Behemoth and
Leviathan, the first things of flesh created by His hands, the fish, and
the birds; on the sixth—the wild and the tame animals, the creeping
things, and man; these twenty-two works correspond to the twenty-two
generations from Adam to Jacob, as well as to the twenty-two letters of
the alphabet and the twenty-two books of Holy Scripture.” (Jewish
Encyclopedia, “Jubilees” www.jewishencyclopedia.com).

Notice what other ancient authorities had to say about the number of 22 in
this regard:

Origen, 210 CE: “It should be stated that the canonical books, as the
Hebrews have handed them down, are twenty-two; corresponding with the
number of their letters.” Quoted by Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History
4.26.14.

Athanasius, 365 CE: “There are then of the Old Testament, twenty-two
books in number.... this is the number of the letters of the Hebrews.” Letter
39.4

Jerome, 391 CE: “As then, there are twenty-two elementary characters by
means of which we write in Hebrew all we say, and the compass of the
human voice is contained within their limits; so we reckon twenty-two
books, by which, as by the alphabet of the doctrine of God, a righteous man is
instructed in tender infancy, and as it were, while still at the breast.”
(Preface to Samuel and Kings)

As to the order of the Hebrew letters, we have very early evidence that
verifies the present order as authentic and very ancient indeed. One such
piece of evidence is the use of acrostics by Biblical writers. An acrostic is a

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=148309&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fjewishencyclopedia.com%2Farticles%2F8944-jubilees-book-of


piece of evidence is the use of acrostics by Biblical writers. An acrostic is a
literary device whereby a writer uses the first letter of an alphabet to begin
the first sentence, the second letter to begin the second sentence, and so on
until all the letters have been used. In this way, the author produces a work
that displays symmetry and reflects a special style in his work. The Hebrew
Bible employs this style in Psalms 37; 111; 112; and 119. Psalms 119 deserves
special attention in this regard. Psalm 119 is the longest ‘chapter’ in the Bible.
The writer divided his composition into twenty-two sections of eight stanzas
each. In each of the first eight stanzas, the initial word begins with the
Hebrew letter ALEPH (א), the first letter of the alphabet. In each of the
second eight stanzas, the initial word begins with the letter BETH (ב), the
second Hebrew letter. This process continues throughout the Psalm, using
all the Hebrew letters in this way, producing a remarkable literary creation,
the beauty of which is only realized in its original language. The translators
of the Authorized Version sought to preserve some evidence of this style,
and even in some modern versions, the letters of the alphabet are listed at
the head of every eight verses.

Original Order and Arrangement of the Books of the
Hebrew Bible

The Babylonian Talmud, in Baba Batra 14b, contains the oldest listing of the
books of the Hebrew Bible. Although the Septuagint breaks with the Hebrew
method of book arrangement, it does maintain the ancient Hebrew
enumeration of 22. English Christian Bibles typically follow the organization
of the Septuagint but divide the books so as to come up with 39 books
instead of the original 22. Even modern Jewish Bibles have altered the
original arrangement so that rather than 22 books, the Hebrew Bible is
organized into 24 separate books.

I learned most of the information contained in this article from the book,
Restoring the Original Bible by Ernest L. Martin. Click here to learn more,
and to order the book.

Link to the article on the Editor's Academia Page
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Finding the Hand of Moses
Fundamentalists claim that Moses wrote the first five books of the Hebrew
Bible. They are in fact called, “the Five Books of Moses.” Biblical
scholarship denies this claim. Does the Bible itself provide the answer to
what Moses actually wrote? Can we discern the hand of Moses in the Torah?
Is THE Torah of Moses within OUR Torah?

This topic is the basis of a forthcoming book by Ross K Nichols tentatively
called, Finding the Hand of Moses. The book greatly expands this original
presentation and invites the reader to join the author on a quest to discover
the contents of the scroll that Moses wrote.

This lecture was presented on April 27, 2019, at the 76th Annual United Israel
World Union Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Click the button below to access the blog entry containing audio and video
files of this lecture.

Finding the Hand of Moses Lecture Link

77th Annual Meeting of United
Israel World Union
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Israel World Union
The Officers and Board of United Israel World Union are pleased to inform
readers of the Bulletin that our 77th Annual Meeting and Conference will be
held on April 24th, 25th, and 26th, in Charlotte, North Carolina at the
DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel. We have arranged a special group rate
with the DoubleTree. Below is a link to our United Israel Reservation Page on
the DoubleTree's website.

A program will be posted soon on our main website soon. As usual, the
program will begin on Friday evening, the 24th and will conclude the
evening of Sunday the 26th. We encourage you to plan to be with us through
the entire weekend and so the group dates include Sunday night. While
there is no charge to attend the meeting and conference, we do require
registration. Please take the time to complete the online registration by
clicking on the button below. Also note that there are two separate links. One
is to secure your room and the other is the meeting / conference
registration.

We hope to see many of you at our 77th Annual Meeting and Conference!

UIWU Group Page at DoubleTree

2020 Online Conference / Meeting Registration
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Watch the Promo Video

Join the tour that is inspired by the Hebrew Bible and led by inspirational
teachers especially for lovers of Scripture. Sign up to secure your seat on the
bus with Ross K Nichols, Tovia Singer, Jono Vandor, and Israeli Tour Guide
Gershon Portnoy. Don't delay; sign up for Tanakh Tour Six today! It's as easy
as 1, 2, 3.

1. Watch the promo video.

2. Like and Share the video.

3. Head over to our Tour Page and secure your place with a deposit. 

Learn more and Sign up HERE

An Accessible Adventure - A
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An Accessible Adventure - A
Limited Mobility Friendly Tour of

Israel with Ross and Hanoch
Have you ever wanted to experience Israel but were concerned that you
would not be able to keep up with the pace of most standard Israel tours due
to physical limitations or limited mobility? If so, this is YOUR tour! Perhaps
you don't have physical limitations but simply prefer a more relaxed paced
tour of the Holy Land - This Tour is for you!

Israeli Tour Guide Hanoch Young and Bible Teacher Ross Nichols, long-time
friends, have teamed up to provide a unique opportunity to visit the Holy
Land at a relaxed and enjoyable pace. This tour has been organized
especially for those with physical challenges or limited mobility. Every
aspect of this tour has been designed, and every site has been carefully
selected, with accessibility in mind.

After many years of combined experience leading tours to Israel, Ross and
Hanoch decided to put their expertise into practice and design a tour that
removes many of the physical challenges that most people experience. This
will allow those who might not otherwise go on a tour to the land of the Bible,
to join us. All sites we will visit are easily accessible.

This tour, while moving at a relaxed pace, still hits many of the greatest sites.
We will traverse the land in a luxury coach equipped with a ramp for easy
and accessible boarding, as well as being equipped with WiFi. We can view
many of the places we know from the Bible and learn about the history of
this land from the comfort of the bus.

The tour also includes stops at some of the greatest sites across Israel as the
itinerary demonstrates. We have designed the tour so that we only need
three hotels, which will help to reduce the stress of moving from one hotel to
another during our tour. We will stay at the King Solomon hotel in
Jerusalem, the Leonardo Club on the shore of the Dead Sea, and the
Leonardo Club on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.

Watch the Promo Video below and then click the button below to learn
more, and to sign up to secure your place.

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=148309&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FgyUGXC4fUvU


Sign up for The Accessible Adventure Tour
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From the Torah
The Torah reading this week for those who follow the annual cycle of Torah
Readings is Be-Shallach - Shirah (Exodus 13:17-17:16). The prophet reading
associated with this Sabbath is Judges 4:4-5:31.

"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel" 

(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).

Join the Hebrew Torah Reading Team

We start your Hebrew Torah training at the level you have obtained. Our
group has a range of reading abilities. We all want to listen to the voice of
our Creator; and the best way to listen to HIM is to read HIS Torah in HIS
language, and so we read the Torah in Hebrew, and we teach Torah Hebrew
and vocabulary. Email Chong Kiat for more information.

The Book of David
David Horowitz: Dean of United Nations Press Corps and

Founder: United Israel World Union
by Ralph Buntyn
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For 10 years, author Ralph Buntyn spent many hours with renowned United
Nations correspondent and United Israel founder David Horowitz. They
engaged in lengthy discussions about his foundational views drawn from his
experience and unique vantage point in the two world bodies. The Book of
David is based on his personal notes, extensive archival records and
reflections from these conversations.

ISBN: 978-1-63051-584-3

Order The Book of David from the Publisher

Order the Book of David from Amazon

Order the Book of David from Barnes & Noble

Support United Israel World Union
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Support United Israel World Union
AmazonSmile is a great way to support United Israel World Union. All you
have to do is to log into Smile.Amazon.com and select United Israel World

Union, Inc as your charity of choice. After you have made United Israel
World Union your charity of choice, we receive .5% of the purchase amount
of all eligible purchases. To learn more about the program, click here. Why
not set UIWU as your charity of choice today? It's simple, and it doesn't cost

you anything.

SmileAmazon Portal

For those who wish to donate to United Israel, please visit our Donate Page.
United Israel World Union, INC, is a 501 (c) 3 Non-Profit. All contributions

are tax deductible. Your financial support enables us to do all that we do. You
can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.

We provide all that we do at no charge, trusting that those who benefit
from our work, and who are able to do so, will support the work
financially. In this way, everyone who wants to learn can do so.

We appreciate your interest in, and support of UIWU.

Click Here to make a secure Donation to United Israel World Union
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