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February 8, 2020 – Ross Nichols 

The Song and the Miracle 

 

Audio/Video/Dialogue Links: 

https://unitedisrael.org/the-song-and-the-miracle/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOR5z1JUdeQ  

 

TEACHING NOTES 

-Today we will be talking about a wilderness itinerary. The title of today’s class is The 

Song and the Miracle. Today is a special Sabbath as it’s the Sabbath of the Song. This 

week’s Torah portion and the Haftorah reading both involve famous women and a song. 

In the Torah it’s Miriam, and in the Prophets from the Book of Judges, it’s Deborah, and 

both women are known as prophetesses. Both songs have to do with great military 

victories in ancient Israel. Today’s Torah portion in many ways focuses on war, 

beginning with the children of Israel departing the land of Egypt, not going the most 

direct route due to the possibility of war, and ends with a battle against Israel’s arch 

enemy, Amalek. We will also talk about the song of the sea in which it declares that 

YHVH is a man of war, a man of battle. Deborah’s song is also about military exploits 

and victories. Today we will focus on the song in the Torah, Exodus 15, called the Song 

of the Sea in which I will focus on one key element, the miracle of miracles. Perhaps the 

greatest miracle in biblical history.  

-Today’s Torah portion is called BeShallach, (Exodus 13:17 – 17:16) meaning when 

Pharaoh let go. Over and over leading up to this event, Moses said, send forth my people. 

When he let go the story follows the narrative, successive blows, plagues continue to 

strike Pharaoh and the Egyptians until after the plague of the firstborn, then Pharaoh 

sends forth the children of Israel. Throughout the Torah portion we hear the word chase 

or pursue repeatedly.  

-Pharaoh and Egypt having gone through the initial shock of the death of the firstborn 

and the mourning associated with it realize, what have we done? We let our servants go, 

and they regret that they have done so and decide to chase after them. They mount this 

large force with chariots, and they take off. From Exodus 13 forward to Deuteronomy 34 

it’s the wilderness itinerary. A trek through a great and awesome wilderness. This is the 

story of a movement of a people from the land in which they were captives on their way 

to the land that was promised unto the fathers. Most people of have confidence in the 

starting point of the wilderness itinerary and the conclusion. In between these two is a 

whole bunch of details, debate, and disagreement regarding locations of the 42 stops 

along the way, the route they took, who was the Pharaoh, was it a group that we know in 

history by a different name, how many Israelites went through the wilderness, and when 

https://unitedisrael.org/the-song-and-the-miracle/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOR5z1JUdeQ


did the Exodus take place. The Book of Numbers means, in the wilderness, and contains 

in Chapter 33 a list of where they stopped along the way.   

-Num 33: 1 These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of 

Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down 

their starting places, stage by stage, by command of YHVH, and these are their stages 

according to their starting places. 3 They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the 

fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went 

out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 4 while the Egyptians were burying all 

their firstborn, whom YHVH had struck down among them. On their gods also YHVH 

executed judgments. 5 So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at 

Succoth. 6 And they set out from Succoth and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of 

the wilderness. 7 And they set out from Etham and turned back to Pi-hahiroth, which is 

east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 8 And they set out from before 

Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they went a 

three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah.  

-What we are focusing on today is in between the departure from Egypt and making it to 

Sinai. Within the first month of the departure we have the miracle of miracles where they 

crossed over in-the-midst of the sea towards the wilderness, what wilderness? It says they 

passed through the sea and we must ask ourselves, what sea? How soon after the 

departure from Egypt do, we encounter the episode at the sea? What sea is the sea of the 

song? In the Hebrew Scriptures it’s called Yam Suph, literally meaning the Sea of Reeds, 

also traditionally translated the Red Sea. What is the Reed Sea and where is it on my 

map? Moses life is very much associated with reeds. As a child Moses is placed in a 

basket and pushed out into the reeds, as such he is saved, and his life is spared, and he is 

brought into the home of Pharaoh’s daughter. As the story unfolds Moses life is once 

again associated with reeds at the Sea of Reeds. Our focus today is at Yam Suph, the Sea 

of Reeds, where an entire nation is saved. To what body of water does this refer and does 

it always refer to the same body of water?  

-Exo 10: 19 And YHVH turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the 

locusts and drove them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of 

Egypt. 

-1Kin 9: 26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the 

shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.  

-These two places are both called the Red Sea but are in different locations. The narrative 

must provide us with clues to discern somewhat of a timeline and we must get our data 

points from the biblical text to help us plot this journey. Because of the terrain there are 

ancient trade routes and we know of these as documented in historical records. Many of 

these locations are described as the way of the Philistines, the way of the sea, and all of 

these are describing ancient paths, roads, trade routes through this great and awesome 

wilderness. I want to get beyond all the speculation and say, what works, what makes 

sense? Take the biblical text as my guidebook and then look at maps and charts and 

understand what happened. Have our conclusions been shaped by movies? How big and 

deep does the sea have to be to constitute a miracle?  

-Exo 14: 9 The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and his 

horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front 

of Baal-zephon. 10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and 



behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people 

of Israel cried out to YHVH. 11 They said to Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in 

Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in 

bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: 'Leave us alone 

that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the 

Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." 13 And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, 

stand firm, and see the salvation of YHVH, which he will work for you today. For the 

Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 YHVH will fight for you, 

and you have only to be silent." 15 YHVH said to Moses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell 

the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over 

the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 

And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will 

get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the 

Egyptians shall know that I am YHVH, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his 

chariots, and his horsemen." 19 Then the angel of God who was going before the host of 

Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and 

stood behind them, 20 coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there 

was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other 

all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and YHVH drove the sea 

back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were 

divided. 

-Exo 15: 4 "Pharaoh's chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers 

were sunk in the Red Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths 

like a stone. 6 Your right hand, O YHVH, glorious in power, your right hand, O YHVH, 

shatters the enemy. 7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 

you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the 

waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9 The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall 

have its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.'  

-Exo 15: 20 Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her 

hand, and all the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. 21 And 

Miriam sang to them: "Sing to YHVH, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his 

rider he has thrown into the sea."  

-Deu 11: 2 And consider today (since I am not speaking to your children who have not 

known or seen it), consider the discipline of YHVH your God, his greatness, his mighty 

hand and his outstretched arm, 3 his signs and his deeds that he did in Egypt to Pharaoh 

the king of Egypt and to all his land, 4 and what he did to the army of Egypt, to their 

horses and to their chariots, how he made the water of the Red Sea flow over them as 

they pursued after you, and how YHVH has destroyed them to this day, 

-Jos 2: 10 For we have heard how YHVH dried up the water of the Red Sea before you 

when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who 

were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 

-Psa 77: 18 The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lighted up 

the world; the earth trembled and shook. 19 Your way was through the sea, your path 

through the great waters; yet your footprints were unseen. 20 You led your people like a 

flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.  



-Psa 78: 12 In the sight of their fathers he performed wonders in the land of Egypt, in the 

fields of Zoan. 13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it, and made the waters 

stand like a heap.  

-Throughout the biblical text there is this memory of this great miracle. Psalm 105 

mentions all of these miracles but it doesn’t even mention the crossing of the Red Sea.  

-Psa 106: 7 Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your wondrous works; 

they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love, but rebelled by the sea, at 

the Red Sea. 8 Yet he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make known his 

mighty power. 9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it became dry, and he led them through the 

deep as through a desert. 10 So he saved them from the hand of the foe and redeemed 

them from the power of the enemy. 11 And the waters covered their adversaries; not one 

of them was left. 12 Then they believed his words; they sang his praise. 

-Psa 136: 13 to him who divided the Red Sea in two, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 14 and made Israel pass through the midst of it, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, for his steadfast love 

endures forever;  

-Neh 9: 9 "And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the 

Red Sea, 10 and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all 

the people of his land, for you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And 

you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day. 11 And you divided the sea before 

them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their 

pursuers into the depths, as a stone into mighty waters.  

-We have these various ways of describing the parting of the sea and the journey through. 

There are mentions of it drying up and that they crossed over dry shod. How deep does it 

have to be to be a miracle?  

-Psa 66: 3 Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your 

enemies come cringing to you. 4 All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they 

sing praises to your name." Selah 5 Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in 

his deeds toward the children of man. 6 He turned the sea into dry land; they passed 

through the river on foot. There did we rejoice in him,  

-Jos 3: 5 Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow YHVH 

will do wonders among you." 6 And Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the 

covenant and pass on before the people." So they took up the ark of the covenant and 

went before the people. 7 YHVH said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the 

sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 

And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, 'When you come 

to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.'" 9 And Joshua 

said to the people of Israel, "Come here and listen to the words of YHVH your God." 10 

And Joshua said, "Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that 

he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the 

Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now 

therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13 And when 

the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of YHVH, the Lord of all the earth, 

shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from 

flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap." 14 So when 



the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark 

of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as 

far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the 

water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16 the 

waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the 

city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the 

Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now 

the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of YHVH stood firmly on dry ground in the 

midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation 

finished passing over the Jordan.  

-Jos 4: 5 And Joshua said to them, "Pass on before the ark of YHVH your God into the 

midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the 

number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When 

your children ask in time to come, 'What do those stones mean to you?' 

-This is very similar in that it is the crossing of a body of water on dry land and is also 

considered a great miracle.  

-Jos 4: 18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of YHVH came up from 

the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up on dry ground, the 

waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before. 19 

The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they 

encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they 

took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, 

"When your children ask their fathers in times to come, 'What do these stones mean?' 22 

then you shall let your children know, 'Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.' 23 

For YHVH your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as 

YHVH your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so 

that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of YHVH is mighty, that you 

may fear YHVH your God forever." 

-Jos 1: 1 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the 

west, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that YHVH had 

dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their 

hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.  

-2Kin 2: 6 Then Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for YHVH has sent me to the 

Jordan." But he said, "As YHVH lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So 

the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at 

some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took 

his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side 

and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 

-2Kin 2: 13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back 

and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen 

from him and struck the water, saying, "Where is YHVH, the God of Elijah?" And when 

he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha 

went over. 

-Scripture is consistent in that a miracle took place at Yam Suph, the wind blew all night 

and it dried the sea. What sea and where did this happen? Some people might say, if it’s 



not that big, then it’s not that miraculous. This miracle of crossing the Red Sea is 

compared to the crossing in Joshua’s time at the Jordan River.  

-Isa 63: 7 I will recount the steadfast love of YHVH, the praises of YHVH, according to 

all that YHVH has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has 

granted them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast 

love. 8 For he said, "Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely." And 

he became their Savior. 9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his 

presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and 

carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. 11 Then he 

remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up 

out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them 

his Holy Spirit, 12 who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who 

divided the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13 who led them 

through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14 Like livestock 

that go down into the valley, the Spirit of YHVH gave them rest. So you led your people, 

to make for yourself a glorious name. 

-One of the things that’s important as we get into the details of the miracles and how we 

envision that they have to be don’t forget that through these miraculous events it was 

God’s Spirit who guided his people to salvation and that they grieved his Holy Spirit. 

Regardless of what site you prefer as the crossing of the sea, be sure that you are walking 

with God and that in every way we strive not to grieve the Holy Spirit. I look forward to 

coming to you live from the desert next week.  

 

Shabbat Shalom, Shavua Tov 

 

THIS WEEK IN TORAH 

 

FEBRUARY 8, 2020 

This week’s Torah Portion BeShallach: “When He Sent” (Exodus 13:17 – 17:16) The 

route to Eretz Yisrael; Pharaoh’s change of heart; Israel panics; God’s assurance; Pillar of 

cloud and fire; The sea splits; Crossing the Red Sea; The water crashes down upon 

Egypt; The salvation; The song of Moses; The women sing; Marah-Israel tests God; 

Bitter water made sweet; Manna from heaven; Preparation for the Sabbath; Test and 

contention; Water from a rock; Israel defeats Amalek; The eternal struggle against 

Amalek.  

 “This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-Tabor & Nichols Israel Tour 2020 – Walking the Ancient Paths: 2/28/2020 – 3/10/2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/tabor-nichols-walking-the-ancient-path-tour-2020/ 

& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGyJyOmqCIs  

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2020 - 2021): https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/ 

-77th Annual UIWU Conference: April 24 – 26, 2020 https://uiwu.unitedisrael.org/  

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2020): June/July 2020 

https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/
https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/tabor-nichols-walking-the-ancient-path-tour-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGyJyOmqCIs
https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/
https://uiwu.unitedisrael.org/
https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/


-Limited Mobility Israel Tour – 2020: October 19 – 29, 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU & https://blossomingrose.org/israel-

tours/limited-mobility-israel-tour-2020/ 

-Connect to Israel Tour – 2020: November 1 – 13, 2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/connect-to-israel-tour-2020/  

 

UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION (UIWU) WEBSITES 

-UIWU Official Website: https://unitedisrael.org/ 

-UIWU YouTube Website: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/videos?view_as=publ

ic  

-UIWU Facebook Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/ 

-UIWU Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/unitedisrael/  

-UIWU President, Tabor Blog, Religion Matters from the Bible to the Modern World: 

https://jamestabor.com/  

-UIWU Executive Vice-President, Ralph Buntyn, “Remembering David Horowitz”: 

https://unitedisrael.org/category/remembering-david-horowitz/  

 

FRIENDS OF UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION 

-Blossoming Rose, Official Curator of Biblical Tamar Park: https://blossomingrose.org/ 

& https://www.facebook.com/groups/97078180601/?ref=group_browse  

-Kol Yehuda, A Voice from Judah, Connecting you to Israel with Hanoch Young: 

https://www.kolyehuda.com/ & https://www.facebook.com/groups/470824226357829/  

-Simcha Jacobovici: The Naked Archaeologist: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/57979546982/ 

-Temple Beth Shalom, Hickory, North Carolina, Jewish Center: 

https://www.hickoryjewishcenter.com/index.html  
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