
This week’s Audio, Video, and Teaching Notes are posted here. 

 

Sticks and Bones – Ezekiel 37 (A Prophetic Reunion – The Hallmark of Messianic 

Times; Haftorah – A Prophetic Message of Consolation and Hope; The Reunion of Judah 

and Joseph; Joseph is Scattered and Has No Mercy; YHVH will Whistle for and Gather 

Them; The Ten to One Ratio; The Second Exodus – Bringing Joseph Back; Deuteronomy 

30; Ezekiel 37 – The Two Sticks Prophecy; My Servant David will Rule Over Them; 

Without Joseph There is No Redemption; Joseph was Thought to be Dead; Stop Crying 

Rachel; Ephraim is the Son of God Raised on the Third Day; The Valley of Dry Bones; 

Hear the Word of YHVH; The Love of the Father Drives the Reunion) 

 

January 4, 2020 – Ross Nichols 

Sticks and Bones – Ezekiel 37 

 

Audio/Video/Dialogue Links: 

https://unitedisrael.org/sticks-and-bones-ezekiel-37/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdDAmbIvaoA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IK6oP0pky1Q 

 

TODAY’S INTRODUCTION 

-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 

coming to you live from the historic Temple Sinai Synagogue in Saint Francisville, 

Louisiana thanks to an arrangement with the Julius Freyhan Foundation and the West 

Feliciana Historical Society. Thank you for joining us this morning. 

-This Wednesday night, January 8, 2020 here at 6:00pm Central Time at historic Temple 

Sinai Synagogue we are hosting Hanoch Young who is delivering a talk that is entitled, 

The Courage to be Blessed. Hanoch’s primary work is the reconciliation of Joseph and 

Judah. The name of today’s Torah portion is VaYigash, “And He Drew Near”. Judah 

drew near. Today’s class is titled “Sticks and Bones” and is based on the prophecies of 

Ezekiel 37. 

-Deu 6: 4 "Hear, O Israel: YHVE our God, YHVH is one. 5 You shall love YHVH your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words 

that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to 

your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 

the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on 

your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on 

the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

-Deu 11: 13 "And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, 

to love YHVH your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14 

he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that you 

may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. 15 And he will give grass in your 

fields for your livestock, and you shall eat and be full. 16 Take care lest your heart be 

deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them; 17 then the anger of 

YHVH will be kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens, so that there will be 

no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and you will perish quickly off the good land that 

YHVH is giving you. 18 "You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart 
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and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 

frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall teach them to your children, talking of them 

when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you 

lie down, and when you rise. 20 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 

on your gates, 21 that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the 

land that YHVH swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the 

earth. 

-Num 15: 37 YHVH said to Moses, 38 "Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to 

make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a 

cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. 39 And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and 

remember all the commandments of YHVH, to do them, not to follow after your own 

heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after. 40 So you shall 

remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God. 41 I am YHVH your 

God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am YHVH your God." 

-Exo 19: 16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a 

thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the 

camp trembled. 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they 

took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke 

because YHVH had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a 

kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 19 And as the sound of the trumpet grew 

louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.  

-Exo 20: 1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am YHVH your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no 

other gods before me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness 

of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I YHVH your God 

am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of 

YHVH your God in vain, for YHVH will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in 

vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all 

your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to YHVH your God. On it you shall not 

do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female 

servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days 

YHVH made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh 

day. Therefore YHVH blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 "Honor your father 

and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that YHVH your God is giving 

you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not 

steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet 

your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or 

his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's." 

 

TEACHING NOTES 

-Today I will be talking to you about a reunion, a union, but also a reunion. A reunion 

that is spoken of by the prophets repeatedly. Over 40 sections in the prophetic texts deal 

specifically with this reunion. This reunion could be called the single most important 



point in eschatological fulfillment. Of all the things that are anticipated and spoken of by 

the prophets, this reunion is the focal point. The editors of the popular Art Scroll Tanakh 

Series refer to this reunion as the hallmark of messianic times.  

-Joseph is the favored son of Jacob and is prominent in the narrative that concerns the life 

of Jacob. When Joseph is 17, he is taken away. After this first 17 years of Joseph’s life, 

Jacob goes for many years thinking that his son Joseph is dead, but Jacob lives the last 17 

years of his life with Joseph yet again. Today I will weave together the story from the 

Torah portions that deal with the life of Joseph and the prophets which deal with the sons 

of Joseph. Today I want to begin by reading some of the Haftorah reading.  

-The Haftorah reading is immediately recited after the reading of the Torah. In roughly 

168 BCE Antiochus Epiphanes was an evil sinful root and the king of Syria and 

Palestine, forbade the reading of Torah under the penalty of death. The scribes thereupon 

substituted a chapter of the prophet’s cognate to the portion of the law that ought to have 

been read. Whatever the exact origin of the Haftorah, there is always some similarity 

between the Torah portion and the prophetic message of consolation and hope. Nobody 

could look at today’s prophet reading and not see a connection to the Torah reading, 

VaYigash. The annual cycle of readings is ancient but it’s not the earliest. At one time 

there was a triennial cycle of Torah readings which was read in the land of Israel. The 

annual cycle of readings comes from Babylon during the Babylonian dispersion. The 

people of Israel were reading the Torah in a cycle of readings that caused them to 

complete the reading in about three and a half years. The Haftorah readings often 

connects with the Torah portion. Today we are talking about a reunion between Judah 

and Joseph which primarily comes from Genesis 44. The ancient triennial cycle 

associates Genesis 44 with a passage in Zechariah. This is the earliest prophetic section 

of text that the religious leaders of the day associated with the reunion of Judah and 

Joseph from Genesis 44.  

-Zec 10: 3 "My anger is hot against the shepherds, and I will punish the leaders; for 

YHVH of hosts cares for his flock, the house of Judah, and will make them like his 

majestic steed in battle. 4 From him shall come the cornerstone, from him the tent peg, 

from him the battle bow, from him every ruler--all of them together. 5 They shall be like 

mighty men in battle, trampling the foe in the mud of the streets; they shall fight because 

YHVH is with them, and they shall put to shame the riders on horses. 6 "I will strengthen 

the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph. I will bring them back because I 

have compassion on them, and they shall be as though I had not rejected them, for I am 

YHVH their God and I will answer them. 7 Then Ephraim shall become like a mighty 

warrior, and their hearts shall be glad as with wine. Their children shall see it and be 

glad; their hearts shall rejoice in YHVH. 8 "I will whistle for them and gather them in, for 

I have redeemed them, and they shall be as many as they were before. 9 Though I 

scattered them among the nations, yet in far countries they shall remember me, and with 

their children they shall live and return. 10 I will bring them home from the land of 

Egypt, and gather them from Assyria, and I will bring them to the land of Gilead and to 

Lebanon, till there is no room for them. 11 He shall pass through the sea of troubles and 

strike down the waves of the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall be dried up. The 

pride of Assyria shall be laid low, and the scepter of Egypt shall depart. 12 I will make 

them strong in YHVH, and they shall walk in his name," declares YHVH. 



-What is it that YHVH is going to do in terms of this much anticipated reunion? During 

the time period that this passage is describing Judah is not scattered, Joseph is scattered. 

To Joseph, YHVH makes it very clear that he is going to do a great redemptive work on 

behalf of Joseph that involves YHVH causing them to return and have mercy on them 

and it will be as though they were not cast off. Joseph was cast off and scattered, he had 

no mercy upon him, and Joseph needs to return. Ephraim shall be like a mighty man. 

Joseph will rejoice of heart and the children of Joseph shall see it and be glad and rejoice. 

-YHVH will whistle for them and gather them. What does this mean and what will this be 

like? Some might imagine the audible sound of the shofar growing in intensity, but what 

if it’s a very still, quiet, soft only heard by those for whom it’s intended? YHVH says that 

he has redeemed them, and they shall increase as before. Joseph is scattered and will be 

called back. Joseph was sown among the nations. Amos said the I will scatter them 

through the nations as corn is sifted through a sieve yet not the least grain will fall to the 

ground, my eyes are on all their ways. Joseph has been scattered among the nations and 

has received no mercy and has become not my people. In the Book of Hosea, he is told to 

marry a harlot by the name of Gomer and to bare children and the children’s names 

reflect the reality of the Northern Tribes, not Judah. To Judah, YHVH says, I’ll have 

mercy. Yet somehow the Northern Tribes who were scattered must come back. They 

were sown amount the peoples and lost their identity. Jeremiah says that they have 

forgotten their resting place. In Zechariah 10, it says that they shall remember me in far 

countries. The great nations of the world that now hold my children will give them up so 

they can be gathered back to the land of Gilead and to Lebanon, till there is no room for 

them. This describes for us the magnitude of this ten to one return.  

-Where does this ten to one ration come from? Read the prophets 1 Kings 11-13, 

Zechariah 8:23. Ten men of all the languages of the nations will grab hold of the hem of a 

garment of a Jewish man saying we will go with you because we know that God is with 

you. A minimum of ten times are going to return physically to the land. Many have 

spiritualized the return of Judah and Joseph to the land.  

-The Reason for the Ratio – Ten to One (The World in Two Groups; Jews & Gentiles; 

Escaping the Nations; Different Glimpses of Redemption; The Houses of Judah and 

Israel; Israel Rejects YHVH as King; Solomon Departs the Faith; Ahijah the Prophet 

Divides the New Garment into Twelve Pieces; Solomon Dies; Jeroboam’s New Authority 

Over the Ten Tribes; Rehoboam Rejects Jeroboam’s Request to Lighten the Load; 

YHVH Stops the War – This Thing is From Me; Jeroboam Changes Times and Seasons – 

Two Golden Calves; The Northern & Southern Tribes Remain Separate – Ten to One) 

August 24, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/the-reason-for-the-ratio-ten-to-one/ 

-Zec 10: 11 He shall pass through the sea of troubles and strike down the waves of the 

sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall be dried up. The pride of Assyria shall be laid 

low, and the scepter of Egypt shall depart. 

-This passage sounds like the language used to describe the Exodus from Egypt and this 

is not the only place that this occurs. Isaiah 11 also discusses this and how the people will 

cross over the river on dry land from every place to which they’ve been scattered. 

Deuteronomy says that, though your descendants be scattered to the farthest end of 

heaven, from there I will being them back. Jeremiah 16 and 23 makes this very clear that 
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the Exodus which is to come will so far exceed the splendor and glory and miraculous 

nature of the first Exodus that the first Exodus will no longer be spoken of.  

-Jer 16: 14 "Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares YHVH, when it shall no 

longer be said, 'As YHVH lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of 

Egypt,' 15 but 'As YHVH lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the north 

country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.' For I will bring them back 

to their own land that I gave to their fathers. 

-The subject of the tribes, Joseph and Ephraim, and the return of the ten tribes is the main 

point of the class today. According to Zechariah 10 Judah doesn’t appear to be scattered 

among the nations. In this situation, perhaps Judah is already in the land? The focal point 

is about bringing Joseph back. Joseph was cast off among the nations, received no mercy, 

and is not my people, but it says, they will remember me.  

-Deu 30: 1 "And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which 

I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where YHVH 

your God has driven you, 2 and return to YHVH your God, you and your children, and 

obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 

3 then YHVH your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will 

gather you again from all the peoples where YHVH your God has scattered you. 4 If your 

outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there YHVH your God will gather 

you, and from there he will take you. 5 And YHVH your God will bring you into the land 

that your fathers possessed, that you may possess it. And he will make you more 

prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 

-Deuteronomy 30 is a prophecy. Deuteronomy 30 it is not historical. Deuteronomy 30 has 

not taken place yet. Deuteronomy 30 is perhaps the greatest prophecy of the restoration 

of Israel that the bible contains which is concise and covers the full details of the return. 

From their place of exile, they will return but how will all of this take place? What will it 

look like? How does Joseph go from being scattered, having forgotten their resting place, 

receiving no mercy and not remembering who they are to being back in the land joined 

together with Judah? 

-Eze 37: 15 The word of YHVH came to me: 16 "Son of man, take a stick and write on it, 

'For Judah, and the people of Israel associated with him'; then take another stick and write 

on it, 'For Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.' 

17 And join them one to another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. 

18 And when your people say to you, 'Will you not tell us what you mean by these?' 19 

say to them, Thus says Adonai YHVH: Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph 

(that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will 

join with it the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, that they may be one in my hand. 

20 When the sticks on which you write are in your hand before their eyes, 21 then say to 

them, Thus says Adonai YHVH: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations 

among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to 

their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of 

Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, 

and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 

-When the two sticks are one in his hand all the tribes will be together in the land. It’s 

talking about the land of Israel. When the tribes, Joseph is taken from their scattered 

places and placed with Judah in his hand there in the land and there will be one king over 



them. They won’t be two nations any more or be defiled by their idols they love. They 

will begin to forsake their idols and come out of idolatry, that’s how you know who they 

are. They are going to return to their heart in the land of their dispersion and he will begin 

to cleanse them there. When they get to the land they will have one king over them, 

David my servant, not a descendant of David.  

-Exo 37: 23 They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable 

things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings 

in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will 

be their God. 24 "My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one 

shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall 

dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their 

children and their children's children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant 

shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an 

everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and 

will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with 

them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know 

that I am YHVH who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore." 

-Eze 34: 23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 

feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, YHVH, will be their God, 

and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am YHVH; I have spoken. 25 "I will 

make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that they 

may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods.  

-People love to add words and ideas and get creative in making up biblical teaching. Why 

can’t people just read what it says? Many people have interpreted this to be the messiah, 

the son of David. I am going to put my servant David, king over them.  

-Hos 3: 4 For the children of Israel shall dwell many days without king or prince, without 

sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the children of Israel 

shall return and seek YHVH their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear 

to YHVH and to his goodness in the latter days.  

-Jer 30: 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from YHVH: 2 "Thus says YHVH, the God of 

Israel: Write in a book all the words that I have spoken to you. 3 For behold, days are 

coming, declares YHVH, when I will restore the fortunes of my people, Israel and Judah, 

says YHVH, and I will bring them back to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they 

shall take possession of it." 4 These are the words that YHVH spoke concerning Israel 

and Judah: 5 "Thus says YHVH: We have heard a cry of panic, of terror, and no peace. 6 

Ask now, and see, can a man bear a child? Why then do I see every man with his hands 

on his stomach like a woman in labor? Why has every face turned pale? 7 Alas! That day 

is so great there is none like it; it is a time of distress for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out 

of it. 8 "And it shall come to pass in that day, declares YHVH of hosts, that I will break 

his yoke from off your neck, and I will burst your bonds, and foreigners shall no more 

make a servant of him. 9 But they shall serve YHVH their God and David their king, 

whom I will raise up for them. 10 "Then fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares YHVH, 

nor be dismayed, O Israel; for behold, I will save you from far away, and your offspring 

from the land of their captivity. Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease, and none shall 

make him afraid. 11 For I am with you to save you, declares YHVH; I will make a full 



end of all the nations among whom I scattered you, but of you I will not make a full end. 

I will discipline you in just measure, and I will by no means leave you unpunished. 

-The idea here is the same that we read in Zechariah 10 and Ezekiel 37:14-28, God is 

going to begin to work with his scattered people in the place of their scattering and he 

won’t leave them totally unpunished. He will heal them and cause them to hate the idols 

they’ve become accustom to. The Joseph saga has some interesting parallels with the 

prophecies concerning his latter-day sons.  

-When you read the story of Joseph and Judah and their reunion in Genesis 44 and 

following there are some interesting correlations between history and prophecy. Joseph 

was used as part of a great plan of redemption. If Joseph doesn’t go to Egypt and 

ultimately through the circumstances being guided by the hand of God, there wouldn’t be 

a great famine and the other children of Israel wouldn’t have gone into Egypt and would 

need to be rescued and then the whole story is gone. Without Joseph there is no 

redemption. Take Joseph out of the story and there is nothing left. Joseph is stolen from 

Dotan in the Jezreel Valley. Jezreel is the name of Hosea’s first child. Joseph of old goes 

into dispersion from Jezreel, like an ancient correlation that comes back now to the 

surface. Joseph is thought to be dead and torn to pieces. Joseph is separated from his 

family, marries a foreign woman, the daughter of an Egyptian priest, and even has a 

divining cup. Joseph is into Egyptian culture. He looks and walks like an Egyptian and 

isn’t recognizable as an Israelite. You’d think he was an Egyptian, not unlike Moses, 

another great redeemer who shows up at the well and the girls go tell Jethro their Dad 

about it, some Egyptian man came and helped us.  

-What is it about God and taking these redeemer figures who don’t look like you’d expect 

them to look? They look pagan but he’s using them to save his people. We have certain 

images as to what the messiah will look like. We are blinded by our own perceptions and 

our inability to stick to the text. We must be able to look at the text and say, what has 

been is what shall be, there is nothing new under the sun. Neither Joseph nor Moses 

looked like what you would expect them to look like. Joseph marries an Egyptian priest’s 

daughter and she and Joseph name their children Manasseh and Ephraim. Manasseh is 

because I have forgotten my fathers house. Ephraim is because I have been fruitful. 

Through the providence of God Joseph is raised up to preserve life. Joseph’s brothers 

called him the Lord of the Dreams, but he is destined to become by YHVH not just the 

dream master but the master of the land. When famine strikes, and it will again, one must 

go through Joseph to get life. Joseph begins to interface with his family throughout the 

story and they don’t recognize him because he looks like an Egyptian, but he recognizes 

them. It’s been 22 long years since the time that he dreamed that his brothers and family 

bowed down to him and now they are bowing down to him. God sometimes shows us a 

vision that doesn’t come to pass right away. Joseph was thought to be dead and torn to 

pieces.  

-Gen 37: 29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he 

tore his clothes 30 and returned to his brothers and said, "The boy is gone, and I, where 

shall I go?" 31 Then they took Joseph's robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe 

in the blood. 32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and 

said, "This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe or not." 33 And 

he identified it and said, "It is my son's robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is 

without doubt torn to pieces." 34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his 



loins and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and all his daughters rose up to 

comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, "No, I shall go down to Sheol to 

my son, mourning." Thus his father wept for him.  

-Hos 6: 1 "Come, let us return to YHVH; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has 

struck us down, and he will bind us up. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the third 

day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 

-Hosea 6 is talking about the descendants of Joseph, who was thought to be torn to 

pieces, and the children of Jacob also said he has torn us but he will heal us and be raised 

on the third day.  

-Jer 31: 15 Thus says YHVH: "A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 

weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

because they are no more." 

-The term “refusing to be comforted” was used one other time in Genesis 37 when Jacob 

was weeping and refused to be comforted. That kind of weeping is always over Joseph.  

-Jer 31: 16 Thus says YHVH: "Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears, 

for there is a reward for your work, declares YHVH, and they shall come back from the 

land of the enemy. 17 There is hope for your future, declares YHVH, and your children 

shall come back to their own country. 

-Jer 31: 20 Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he my darling child? For as often as I speak 

against him, I do remember him still. Therefore my heart yearns for him; I will surely 

have mercy on him, declares YHVH.  

-This is YHVH speaking and he says that his insides are moved whenever he speaks 

about this because Ephraim is his darling son. Ephraim is the son of God that was thought 

to be dead which is to be raised up on the third day. Whenever there is inconsolable 

weeping it’s about the Joseph saga. YHVH will bring his son back.  

-Jer 31: 9 With weeping they shall come, and with pleas for mercy I will lead them back, 

I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not 

stumble, for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

-Eze 37: 1 The hand of YHVH was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 

YHVH and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me 

around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 

behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" 

And I answered, "O Adonai YHVH, you know." 4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy over 

these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of YHVH. 5 Thus says Adonai 

YHVH to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And 

I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 

skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am YHVH." 7 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and 

behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says Adonai YHVH: Come from the 

four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 10 So I prophesied 

as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 

feet, an exceedingly great army. 11 Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 



are indeed cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says Adonai YHVH: 

Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 

bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am YHVH, when I open 

your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 

know that I am YHVH; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares YHVH." 

-He first sees the dry bones which are scattered in the valley and YHVH says, can these 

bones live? YHVH tells Ezekiel to prophecy and say this, hear the word of YHVH, and 

when he does, the scattered bones start coming together until they become a full body, 

but there is no life. This is the redemption. Nothing will bring these bones together but 

the word of YHVH, not the commentaries, not the New Testament, not the Talmud, not 

the Mishna, it’s the word of YHVH. When that happens, that brings them together, then 

they need life in them.  

-The key to this story is what brings Judah and Joseph together? In the story it’s the love 

of the father that brings the two together. Genesis 44 talks about the father fourteen times. 

Many people think that this is for concern over Benjamin. Benjamin plays a part, but 

beyond the story of Benjamin it’s the love of the father. When Judah approaches Joseph, 

not knowing it’s Joseph he says, please let me approach and tell you something. Judah 

says, I cannot lose this one, speaking of Benjamin, my father will die.  

-Joseph knows who Judah’s father is and it’s that concern and care for the father that 

ultimately brings them together. So it will be in the reunion of Judah and Joseph’s 

descendants. When the concern of the father is of primary concern for Judah and for 

Joseph then and only then will the reunion take place. The first reunion is the tribes, the 

bones and the bodies that all come together, but you have to have the spirit to make them 

stand up and so it was in the Torah story until the brothers came together they were not 

reunited with the father. Only after the boys come together, then the father joins. Ezekiel 

and all these prophets talk about YHVH ultimately dwelling in the midst of his people. 

Do you realize that this is all God ever wanted? It starts in the Garden of Eden and that’s 

all he’s ever wanted.  

-Exo 25: 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly 

as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you 

shall make it.  

-Make for me a holy place and I will dwell in the midst of it. This is the goal and 

meaning of history. Please let us all put our love of the father above everything else and 

the ultimate reunion will take place. The son of God thought to be dead will rise again 

and just so you know, we are in the third day.  

 

Shabbat Shalom 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN TORAH 

 

JANUARY 4, 2020 

This week’s Torah Portion VaYigash: “And He Approached” (Genesis 44:18 – 47:27) 

Judah steps forward; Joseph identifies himself and conciliates his brothers; Pharaoh joins 

in the welcome; Joseph dispenses gifts and sends his brothers off; Jacob receives the 



news; Jacob undertakes journey to Joseph; The hidden miracle of Jochebed’s birth; The 

grand total of seventy descendants; Jacob arrives in Egypt; Joseph ensures his family’s 

settlement in Goshen; Jacob and Pharaoh meet; Joseph and the famine.   

“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 

 

The following Audio/Videos are UIWU Triennial teachings from this week’s annual 

Torah portion: Genesis 44:18 – 47:27 (VaYigash “And He Approached”) 

 

Joseph Revealed – Genesis 44:18-46:27 (The Reunion of Judah and Joseph; Hosea’s 

Children – He will Scatter, No Mercy, and Not my People; Where is Joseph Today and 

What does he look like; The Greater Exodus; Planted in the Land with all of God’s Heart 

and Soul; The House of Judah and the House of Joseph; You are not Judah; God pours 

out his Spirit; A famine of the hearing of the Word of YHVH; Joseph is No More; Judah 

Draws near to Joseph; Joseph is Still Alive; The Reunion of Judah and Joseph is one 

Message that will change the World; Don’t Fight on the Way) 

December 2, 2017 – Ross Nichols;  

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/joseph-revealed-genesis-4418-4627/  

 

Reunion in Egypt – Genesis 46:28-47:31 (Time is Holy; Hanukkah; Walk in the Name 

of YHVH; The Second Exodus; A Famine of Hearing the Word of YHVH; Jacob’s 

Dreams – Genesis 28 & 46; The Liberation of Jerusalem; The Word of God and the Spirit 

of God Bring Life – We Need Both)  

December 16, 2017 – Ross Nichols;  

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/reunion-in-egypt-genesis-4628-4731/   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-United Israel Center South – The Courage to be Blessed with Hanoch Young: January 8, 

2020 

-Tabor & Nichols Israel Tour 2020 – Walking the Ancient Paths: 2/28/2020 – 3/10/2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/tabor-nichols-walking-the-ancient-path-tour-2020/ 

& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGyJyOmqCIs  

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2019 – 2020): (Feb-Mar 2020) 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/ 

-77th Annual UIWU Conference: April 24 – 26, 2020 https://uiwu.unitedisrael.org/  

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2020): June/July 2020 

https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  

-Limited Mobility Israel Tour – 2020: October 19 – 29, 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU & https://blossomingrose.org/israel-

tours/limited-mobility-israel-tour-2020/ 

-Connect to Israel Tour – 2020: November 1 – 13, 2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/connect-to-israel-tour-2020/  

 

UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION (UIWU) WEBSITES 

-UIWU Official Website: https://unitedisrael.org/ 

-UIWU YouTube Website: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/videos?view_as=public  
-UIWU Facebook Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/
https://unitedisrael.org/joseph-revealed-genesis-4418-4627/
https://unitedisrael.org/reunion-in-egypt-genesis-4628-4731/
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-UIWU Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/unitedisrael/  

-UIWU President, Tabor Blog, Religion Matters from the Bible to the Modern World: 

https://jamestabor.com/  

-UIWU Executive Vice-President, Ralph Buntyn, “Remembering David Horowitz”: 

https://unitedisrael.org/category/remembering-david-horowitz/  

 

FRIENDS OF UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION 

-Blossoming Rose, Official Curator of Biblical Tamar Park: https://blossomingrose.org/ 

& https://www.facebook.com/groups/97078180601/?ref=group_browse  

-Kol Yehuda, A Voice from Judah, Connecting you to Israel with Hanoch Young: 

https://www.kolyehuda.com/ & https://www.facebook.com/groups/470824226357829/  

-Simcha Jacobovici: The Naked Archaeologist: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/57979546982/ 
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