
This week’s Audio, Video, and Teaching Notes are posted here. 

 

Hanukkah – The Reasons for the Season (The Historical Significance of Hanukkah; From 

This Day Forward, I Will Bless You; Is Hanukkah a Biblical Festival; Themes of 

Hanukkah – Dedication, Light, and Miracles; A Great Miracle Happened Here; Lighting 

the Menorah Lamps; In Those Days – At This Time; Reasons for the Season; A 

Dedication to That Which is Right; A Transition from Darkness to Light; A Transition 

from Hopelessness to the Miraculous; Book of Maccabees – Horror in The Streets; The 

Rise of Mattathias and the Boys; Judas and His Brothers Dedicate a New Altar of Stone; 

Right Over Rite; Psalm 30 – Hold On, Joy Comes in the Morning; Let Your Light Shine) 

 

December 28, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Hanukkah – The Reasons for the Season 

 

Audio/Video/Dialogue Links: 

https://unitedisrael.org/hanukkah-the-reasons-for-the-season/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvX33ym5l2Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFKP_an0jUU 

 

TEACHING NOTES 

-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 

coming to you live from the historic Temple Sinai Synagogue in Saint Francisville, 

Louisiana thanks to an arrangement with the Julius Freyhan Foundation and the West 

Feliciana Historical Society. Thank you for joining us this morning.   

-Deu 6: 4 "Hear, O Israel: YHVE our God, YHVH is one. 5 You shall love YHVH your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words 

that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to 

your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 

the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on 

your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on 

the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

-Deu 11: 13 "And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, 

to love YHVH your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14 

he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that you 

may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. 15 And he will give grass in your 

fields for your livestock, and you shall eat and be full. 16 Take care lest your heart be 

deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them; 17 then the anger of 

YHVH will be kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens, so that there will be 

no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and you will perish quickly off the good land that 

YHVH is giving you. 18 "You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart 

and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 

frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall teach them to your children, talking of them 

when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you 

lie down, and when you rise. 20 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 

on your gates, 21 that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the 
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land that YHVH swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the 

earth. 

-Num 15: 37 YHVH said to Moses, 38 "Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to 

make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a 

cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. 39 And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and 

remember all the commandments of YHVH, to do them, not to follow after your own 

heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after. 40 So you shall 

remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God. 41 I am YHVH your 

God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am YHVH your God." 

-Exo 19: 16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a 

thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the 

camp trembled. 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they 

took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke 

because YHVH had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a 

kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 19 And as the sound of the trumpet grew 

louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.  

-Exo 20: 1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am YHVH your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no 

other gods before me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness 

of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I YHVH your God 

am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of 

YHVH your God in vain, for YHVH will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in 

vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all 

your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to YHVH your God. On it you shall not 

do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female 

servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days 

YHVH made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh 

day. Therefore YHVH blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 "Honor your father 

and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that YHVH your God is giving 

you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not 

steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet 

your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or 

his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's." 

-Read today’s Torah Reading MiKetz: “At The End” – Genesis 41:1 – 44:17; (Pharaoh’s 

dream; The chamberlain of the cupbearers remembers Joseph; Joseph is summoned; 

Pharaoh recapitulates his dream; Joseph’s interpretation; Joseph becomes viceroy; 

Joseph’s plan is implemented; Joseph’s children, Manasseh and Ephraim; The famine 

devastates Egypt; Jacob sends his sons to Egypt; The brothers bow to Joseph; Joseph 

stands his ground but offers his brothers a way out; The brothers regret; Joseph choose 

his hostage; Joseph sends them back with their money; The dialogue with Joseph; Jacob 

sends Benjamin to Egypt; Joseph sees Benjamin and tests his brothers sincerity; The final 

test – Benjamin is accused of thievery; Judah the leader of the brothers speaks on behalf 

of all.) 



-Shabbat Shalom and on the Jewish calendar today is the first day on the tenth month. 

Tomorrow we are going to have a Hanukkah Party at the United Israel Center South here 

in St. Francisville which will be full of fun and games and fellowship and some 

traditional type things around the Hanukkah season. Everyone is welcome to join us.  

-January 8, 2020, we have another event with Hanoch Young, our long-time friend of 

United Israel will be here. We are going to host Hanoch here at the United Israel Center 

South and he is going to give a talk on The Courage to be Blessed.  

-These events are connected and with my talk today, tomorrow’s party is a celebration of 

Hanukkah and the talk is given by a man named Hanoch. These two words, Hanukkah 

and Hanoch are from the same Hebrew root which is also the root of my class today. 

There are various views as to what is Hanukkah and is it biblical or not? Today I am 

going to talk about the source of the celebration and why would we be part of this? We 

need to understand the historical significance of what gave us this celebration. 

-It’s an 8-day celebration which begins on the 25th day of the ninth biblical month and 

goes for eight days. Why eight days?  

-Hanukkah Yes, but what About Kislev 24? 

December 22nd at sundown begins the festival of Dedication, more popularly known as 

Hanukkah–the festival of Lights. This special Jewish festival that non-Jews often 

mistakenly think of as the “Jewish Christmas,” has its origins in the revolt of the 

Maccabees against the infamous Greco-Syrian ruler Antiochus IV (aka Epiphanes) in 167 

BCE. December 16, 2019 https://unitedisrael.org/hanukkah-yes-kislev-24/  

-The 24th day of the ninth month is the only day in scripture that is referred to and that 

God says, from this day forward I will bless you. This 8-day celebration of Hanukkah is 

sometimes referred to as the Feast of Dedication and the Feast of the Maccabees and is 

popularly known as the Festival of Lights, and in the Talmud, it’s called the Feast of 

Illumination. It has a lot to do with lighting up and the burning of flames. Hanukkah is 

not mentioned as one of the biblical festivals in Leviticus 23 or Deuteronomy 16. Some 

biblically oriented folks have questioned as to whether we should even keep it not. Yes, 

technically it’s not a biblical festival. 

-There are themes that are brought forward with Hanukkah that can be understood as 

relating to the bible and biblical faith. Themes that can be brought out are the meaning of 

the word which means to dedicate and to consecrate and to prepare something for a 

special purpose. Hanukkiot, means to prepare for a purpose. Hanukkah is talking is 

talking about dedication or rededication of what? Dreidels, chocolate candy, and the big 

celebrations at the state capitals came later. What are these things based upon when we 

talk about celebration and the dedication of something? Light or illumination is another 

key theme of Hanukkah as is the concept of the miraculous. We’ve got dedication, light, 

and miracles. I will seek to bring in a biblical element based upon the themes that 

represent the season.  

-These themes that I’m talking about, dedication, light, and miraculous events have found 

their way into the traditional elements of the day. Everything from the stories, the 

traditions, and even the games bring in these special themes that are appropriate for the 

Festival of Hanukkah. If you have played the dreidel game you know that it has Hebrew 

letters on it, if it’s in the States or in Israel note that the letters are different. Outside the 

land of Israel, we say, a great miracle happened there. If you are in the land of Israel, you 

https://unitedisrael.org/hanukkah-yes-kislev-24/


would say, a great miracle happened here. This helps to remind us how the miraculous is 

associated with the days of Hanukkah.  

-According to the Jewish sages, the Festival of Hanukkah is directly tied to the discovery 

when the temple is taken back, and the priests needed to light the seven-branched 

menorah that was a central piece of furniture in the tabernacle. It this story it says that it 

must burn continuously but they only find one cruise of oil which is only enough to burn 

for one day. They had an option where they could not light the menorah until they had 

enough holy oil in storage to keep this thing going or they could act in faith and burn 

what they have now and depend upon God to back them up and this is what they did 

according to the story.   

-They take the oil they have and put it into the menorah and miraculously it burns not just 

one day, but for eight days, allowing them to produce enough oil, it was a miracle. 

Because of the miracle of the lamps, the Jewish sages celebrated these days as the 

Festival of Lights or Illumination. There two traditionally blessings associated with the 

celebration of Hanukkah. Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe who 

performed miracles for our ancestors in those days, at that time. My observance to Torah 

is strictly based on the text. The other blessing that deals with the lighting of the candles 

says that they are commanded to light the candles which isn’t found in the text. This first 

blessing is easier to latch onto because it was in that place, in those days, and at that time 

where God performed a great miracle for the fathers.  

-Today, I want to talk to you about the true documented miracle of those days, at that 

time. You need to say, in those days, at this time. One of the beautiful things about the 

Hebrew faith and the festivals associated therewith, you are marking time in concert with 

these ancient stories. It’s not like you’re keeping a festival and it doesn’t relate to the 

story in its original context. At Passover, in those days, at this time, when the children of 

Israel departed from Egypt, the moon was full, and the young children look up and the 

moon is full, and they can relate to it. At Sukkot, when I am camping with children and 

grandchildren and I look through the top of my sukkot and I say, this is to remind us that 

the children of Israel camped in temporary dwellings and they looked up and say the 

moon just as you see it tonight. At Hanukkah, the miracle happened in those days, at that 

time, the same season that we celebrate it today and there are reasons for the season.   

-It’s more than the idea of dedication, it’s being dedicated to that which is right. One can 

dedicated themselves to things that are not right, but the dedication in this story is to the 

right. It’s more than celebrating light, it’s the celebration of a transition from darkness to 

light. It’s important to recognize that light is an important aspect of the day, but the true 

story is taking that which is dark and bringing light to the forth. It’s more than a story 

about a miracle, it’s about the overturning of evil to good. This was a transitional period 

from that which was non-committal, not used, not purposed, to being dedicated to the 

right thing. It’s a transition from darkness to light. It’s a transition from hopelessness to 

the miraculous.  

-A key is also, at the time, in this season. Today we will be reading from the Book of 

Maccabees which knows nothing about a miracle involving the oil. The Book of 

Maccabees is available online as we read beginning in 1 Maccabees 1:41. All of the 

gentiles and many from Israel put their customs, traditions, and beliefs aside and listened 

to the king about the need to be one people and adopted his one religion. They sacrificed 

to idols and profaned the Sabbath and feasts and left their sons uncircumcised. The king 



directed the people to follow customs strange to the land. They were told to forget the 

law and to change all the ordinances. If they didn’t obey the king, they were to die and 

they drove Israel into hiding.  

-On the 15th day of Kislev they erected a desolating sacrilege on the altar of burnt 

offering and burned incense and the books of the Torah were burned with fire. If anyone 

adhered to the Torah the decree of the king condemned him to death. On the 25th day of 

the 9th month in 167 BCE they offered sacrifices on the altar of burnt offering. Many in 

Israel stood firm and were resolved not to eat unclean food and they chose rather to die 

then to be defiled by food or to profane the holy covenant and they did die, and a very 

great wrath came on Israel. These last words described the horrors in the streets in those 

days, at this time. But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts and 

they were willing to die over their diet and circumcision rights.  

-Chapter 2 in the Book of Maccabees talks about the rise of a man by the name of 

Mattathias and his five sons. Mattathias rose up and said in a loud voice, even if all the 

nations obey the king departing from the religion of his fathers, yet I and my sons and my 

brothers will live by the covenant of the fathers. Far be it from us to desert the Torah and 

the ordinances. We will not turn aside from our religion to the right hand or to the left. 

Let everyone who is zealous for the Torah and supports the covenant, come out with me. 

He and his sons fled to the hills and left all that they had in the city. If you want to come 

with us, we are going to the wilderness. The faithful always find refuge in the wilderness.  

-The days drew near for Mattathias to die and he said to his sons, arrogance and reproach 

have now become strong, it’s a time of ruin and furious anger. Now my children, show 

zeal for the Torah and give your lives for the covenant of our fathers. Mattathias is a great 

hero and he’s willing to sacrifice all on behalf of the covenant. He’s zealous for the Torah 

and for the ancient covenant of the fathers and he’s not willing to show accommodation 

to the ways of the people as the king commanded. Ultimately the stand of Mattathias and 

the boys and those who joined them pays off. Sometimes it takes only a few people who 

have the courage to stand for the right and others will be emboldened by that. If everyone 

cowers and goes along with the wrong, it the Torah it tells us to do right regardless of 

what others do. It’s easy to go with the majority what difference does it make?   

-Beginning in 1 Maccabees 4:36 it notes, we are talking about in those days and in this 

season, during the same days that the darkest things happen to Israel, light would enter in.  

It appears that God chose to act on behalf of his people not only in a strong and visible 

way, but on the same time and on the same day. Then said Judas and his brothers, behold 

our enemies are crushed, let us go up to cleanse the sanctuary and dedicate it. Here it is 

where we begin to understand the meaning of Hanukkah. All the army assembled and 

when up to Mt. Zion and they cleansed the sanctuary and removed the defiled stones and 

built a new altar like the former one and rebuilt the sanctuary and consecrated the courts. 

They made new holy vessels and brought the lampstand, the altar of incense, and the 

table into the temple. Then they burned incense on the altar and lighted the lamps on the 

lamp stand and these gave light in the temple. They placed bread on the table and hung 

up the curtains and finished all the work they’d undertaken.  

-Early in the morning on the 25th day of the 9th month in the 148th year which is 164 BCE 

they rose and offered sacrifices on the new altar of burnt offering which they’d built at 

the very season, on the very day that the gentiles had profaned it and it was dedicated 

with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals. All the people fell on their faces and 



worshipped and blessed heaven who had prospered them, and they celebrated the 

dedication of the altar for 8-days and offered burnt offerings with gladness. They restored 

the gates and furnished them with doors, there was very great gladness among the 

peoples and the reproach of the nations was removed. Then Judas and his brothers and all 

the assembly of Israel determined that every year at that season, the days of dedication of 

the altar should be observed with gladness and joy for 8-days beginning on the 25th day 

on the 9th month of Kislev.  

-At its heart, Hanukkah celebrates the rededication of the objects associated with 

worship, but the dedication that God is looking for begins with you. If you aren’t 

committed to doing the right, even when the majority does wrong, all the temples, rituals, 

and rites won’t do any good. It comes down to right over rite. In this story, before they 

rededicate an altar of stone these people had committed themselves to the right. They had 

gotten it right on the inside before they worried about the right on the outside.  

-Num 7: 10 And the chiefs offered offerings for the dedication of the altar on the day it 

was anointed; and the chiefs offered their offering before the altar. 11 And YHVH said to 

Moses, "They shall offer their offerings, one chief each day, for the dedication of the 

altar." 

-Num 7: 84 This was the dedication offering for the altar on the day when it was 

anointed, from the chiefs of Israel: twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins, twelve 

golden dishes, 88 and all the cattle for the sacrifice of peace offerings twenty-four bulls, 

the rams sixty, the male goats sixty, the male lambs a year old sixty. This was the 

dedication offering for the altar after it was anointed.  

-The dedication takes place after the anointing which the anointing was meant to 

consecrate something and set it apart for sacred use. The dedication is putting something 

aside and committing it for something holy.  

-Deu 20: 5 Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying, 'Is there any man who has 

built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in 

the battle and another man dedicate it.  

-1 Kin 8: 63 Solomon offered as peace offerings to YHVH 22,000 oxen and 120,000 

sheep. So the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the house of YHVH. 

-Ezr 6: 16 And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the 

returned exiles, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. 17 They offered 

at the dedication of this house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin 

offering for all Israel 12 male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. 

-Neh 12: 27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in all 

their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, with 

thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, and lyres. 

-2 Chr 7: 5 King Solomon offered as a sacrifice 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the 

king and all the people dedicated the house of God. 9 And on the eighth day they held a 

solemn assembly, for they had kept the dedication of the altar seven days and the feast 

seven days.  

-Gen 14: 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his 

trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 

-Pro 22: 6 Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 

depart from it. 



-According to the Talmud in Tractate Soferim, part of this reading is to be read during 

Hanukkah and it’s a Psalm of David, a Song of Dedication of the House for David. It’s 

also consider among the Thanksgiving Psalms.  

-Psa 30: 1 A Psalm of David. A song at the dedication of the temple. I will extol you, O 

YHVH, for you have drawn me up and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 2 O YHVH 

my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 3 O YHVH, you have brought 

up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from among those who go down to the 

pit. 4 Sing praises to YHVH, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. 5 For his 

anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the 

night, but joy comes with the morning. 6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, "I shall never 

be moved." 7 By your favor, O YHVH, you made my mountain stand strong; you hid 

your face; I was dismayed. 8 To you, O YHVH, I cry, and to the Lord I plead for mercy: 

9 "What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you? Will 

it tell of your faithfulness? 10 Hear, O YHVH, and be merciful to me! O YHVH, be my 

helper!" 11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my 

sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 12 that my glory may sing your praise and not 

be silent. O YHVH my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

-It begins with an exultation of YHVH. Why, because he’s raised David up, to draw him 

up like water from a deep well. He was at a low place and God picked him up. He’s also 

exultating YHVH because he has not allowed his enemies to rejoice over him. David 

cried to YHVH for help and he healed him, bringing up his soul from Sheol. When David 

was at his lowest, at deaths door, YHVH brought him up and therefore he praises him. He 

kept him alive from the pit. Sometimes that anger burns for a moment, but YHVH’s favor 

is for life. Sometimes when we go to bed things are dark and weeping comes at night, but 

hold on, joy comes in the morning. Ultimately, YHVH will shut the mouths of our 

enemies. Relief is not promised to be immediate. We must ride out the dark times. There 

are days of storm and days of trouble, and there’s mourning.  

-Hold on, the God that can bring us through the darkness can bring us to the light. The 

story of biblical faith is that you will be transitioned if you hold fast. David said, when 

we are at ease, I will not be moved. When everything is going well, we can talk about 

how blessed we are, but in times of trouble we struggle. It’s not easy to be a person of 

faith when all hell breaks loose. In some ways, many of us have become the fair weather 

faithful. When things are good, we’re in, if they’re not, we fall aside.   

-Hanukkah tells the story of those who stood firm in resolved in their heart to live 

uprightly when it wasn’t easy to do so. When the easy thing would be to follow the 

majority. It’s the story of a season of great darkness, but it’s also the story in which a few 

sons of light stood up with the intent of bringing about a great restoration, a rededication. 

These are our example, the ones who were zealous for the Torah are our example. These 

are the ones on whose behalf God performed a great miracle, in those days, at this season. 

The true miracle, whether oil burned miraculously for 8-days, a bigger miracle happened 

here and there. That is, God overturned the deepest, darkest period and he brought about 

a period of light. He took these people who were in mourning and transitioned them to a 

people of the dance. To go from mourning to dancing is a vivid image. In the song called 

the Dedication of the House, it tells that story. The true test in every generation is for all 

of us to hold on through the darkest times. To stand firm for what we believe and not 

follow the majority. When you light your Hanukkiah over the next two days, think of 



those who shined in those days and at that time. Yea do likewise and let your light shine 

before men.  

 

Shabbat Shalom 

 

The following Audio/Video are additional UIWU teachings for the Hanukkah season. 

 

The Reason for the Season (Hanukkah – The Festival of Dedication; David praises 

YHVH – Psalm 30; The Afflictions of the Righteous; Trust and Praise YHVH your God; 

Transitioning from Mourning (Darkness) to Joy (Light); The Miracle of a single cruise of 

Oil; By my Spirit says YHVH of Hosts; The Day of Small Things; The Seven Eyes of 

YHVH; Looking for Someone to be Strong for; Return to me and I will return to you; 

The distinction between the righteous and the wicked.) 

December 12, 2015 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmYzy6mbQwA  

 

Hanukkah Yes, but what About Kislev 24? 

December 22nd at sundown begins the festival of Dedication, more popularly known as 

Hanukkah–the festival of Lights. This special Jewish festival that non-Jews often 

mistakenly think of as the “Jewish Christmas,” has its origins in the revolt of the 

Maccabees against the infamous Greco-Syrian ruler Antiochus IV (aka Epiphanes) in 167 

BCE. 

December 16, 2019 https://unitedisrael.org/hanukkah-yes-kislev-24/  

 

Reunion in Egypt – Genesis 46:28-47:31 (Time is Holy; Hanukkah; Walk in the Name 

of YHVH; The Second Exodus; A Famine of Hearing the Word of YHVH; Jacob’s 

Dreams – Genesis 28 & 46; The Liberation of Jerusalem; The Word of God and the Spirit 

of God Bring Life – We Need Both) 

December 16, 2017 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/reunion-in-egypt-genesis-4628-4731/  

 

Hidden Sparks Beneath the Surface-From Cheshvan to Kislev, the Month of 

Miracles 

All of the months are interrelated, each connecting to the next in the cycle of the seasons, 

the ‘round’ of the year…set up by The Creator from the beginning for our benefit to 

make up what we call time…like a beautiful string of pearls…each is significant to the 

whole…and each carries within it a special spark that lies hidden beneath the surface, 

waiting to be discovered! 

December 15, 2017 https://unitedisrael.org/hiddensparks/  

 

THIS WEEK IN TORAH 

 

DECEMBER 28, 2019 

This week’s Torah Portion MiKetz: “At The End” (Genesis 41:1 – 44:17) Pharaoh’s 

dream; The chamberlain of the cupbearers remembers Joseph; Joseph is summoned; 

Pharaoh recapitulates his dream; Joseph’s interpretation; Joseph becomes viceroy; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmYzy6mbQwA
https://unitedisrael.org/hanukkah-yes-kislev-24/
https://unitedisrael.org/reunion-in-egypt-genesis-4628-4731/
https://unitedisrael.org/hiddensparks/


Joseph’s plan is implemented; Joseph’s children, Manasseh and Ephraim; The famine 

devastates Egypt; Jacob sends his sons to Egypt; The brothers bow to Joseph; Joseph 

stands his ground but offers his brothers a way out; The brothers regret; Joseph choose 

his hostage; Joseph sends them back with their money; The dialogue with Joseph; Jacob 

sends Benjamin to Egypt; Joseph sees Benjamin and tests his brothers sincerity; The final 

test – Benjamin is accused of thievery; Judah the leader of the brothers speaks on behalf 

of all.  

 “This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 

 

The following Audio/Video are UIWU teachings from the Triennial teachings for this 

week’s annual teaching from Genesis 41:1 – 44:17 on MiKetz “At The End”. 

 

Pharaoh’s Dreams – Genesis 41:1–37 (Remember Me; Different Narrators; Joseph 

Attributes Interpretations to the God who Communicates thru Dreams; Similarities 

between Joseph and Daniel; The Latter Days Famine for Hearing the Words of YHVH; 

God calls Samuel; The Prophetic Reunion of Joseph and His Brothers; The Latter Days 

Pouring Out of YHVH’s Spirit Working in the Affairs of Men)  

October 14, 2017  

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/pharaohs-dreams-genesis-411-37/  

 

Joseph is Exalted – Genesis 41:38-42:17 (Sojourners in a Land not Theirs; The Spirit of 

the Living God; God’s Indwelling Spirit; Bezalel and Oholiab; Giving Credit to God; 

Walking in Accordance with God’s Ways; Solomon’s Wisdom; Daniel and the Spirit of 

God; The Fear of YHVH; The Roots of the Spirit; Planting the Kingdom of God on 

Earth; Wisdom, Understanding, and Knowledge; Forgetfulness and Fruitfulness; Treated 

like Spies; Rachel Weeps for her Children at Ramah; Rachel’s Children are Not; The 

Greatest Restoration that the World has Ever Seen) 

October 21, 2017  

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/joseph-is-exalted-genesis-4138-4217/  

 

Lord of the Land – Genesis 42:18-43:13 (Joseph’s Prophetic Representation; A Famine 

of Hearing the Words of God; God tries the Hearts of Men in Keeping His 

Commandments or Not; Physical Famine vs. Spiritual Famine; Joseph Sustains Life with 

Food Outside the Promised Land; Joseph Recognizes His Brothers but They Don’t 

Recognize Him; Joseph Tests His Brothers; On the Third Day – Do This and Live; 

Joseph Cries; Simeon Put in Jail; Jacob’s Lack of Trust in Reuben; Judah says “Trust Me 

with Benjamin”; Judah and Joseph Stand Out Prophetically in the Reunion of the Tribes 

of Israel; Jacob says – Go Back to the Man) 

November 18, 2017  

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/lord-of-the-land-genesis-4218-4313/  

 

My Brother’s Keeper – Genesis 43:14-44:17 (Give Thanks to YHVH for He is Good; 

A Progressive Separation – A Hiding of the Face; Am I My Brother’s Keeper; Strife in 

the Family; Initial Movements towards Reconciliation; Benjamin – A Son of Rachel; 

Bethlehem Ephrathah; Rachel and Her Descendants are Wedded to Idolatry; Joseph’s 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/
https://unitedisrael.org/pharaohs-dreams-genesis-411-37/
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Love and Desire to Know the Father; Jacob’s Prayer; A Conversation of Peace; Looking 

at the Silver; We Are Our Brother’s Keeper; Where is Joseph Your Brother) 

November 25, 2017  

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/my-brothers-keeper-genesis-4314-4417/  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-United Israel Center South – Hanukkah Party: December 29, 2019  

-United Israel Center South – The Courage to be Blessed with Hanoch Young: January 8, 

2020 

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2019 – 2020): (Feb-Mar 2020) 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/ 

-Tabor & Nichols Israel Tour 2020 – Walking the Ancient Paths: 2/28/2020 – 3/10/2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/tabor-nichols-walking-the-ancient-path-tour-2020/ 

& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGyJyOmqCIs  

-77th Annual UIWU Conference: April 24 – 26, 2020 https://uiwu.unitedisrael.org/  

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2020): June/July 2020 

https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  

-Limited Mobility Israel Tour – 2020: October 19 – 29, 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyUGXC4fUvU & https://blossomingrose.org/israel-

tours/limited-mobility-israel-tour-2020/ 

-Connect to Israel Tour – 2020: November 1 – 13, 2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/connect-to-israel-tour-2020/  

 

UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION (UIWU) WEBSITES 

-UIWU Official Website: https://unitedisrael.org/ 

-UIWU YouTube Website: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/videos?view_as=public  
-UIWU Facebook Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/ 

-UIWU Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/unitedisrael/  

-UIWU President, Tabor Blog, Religion Matters from the Bible to the Modern World: 

https://jamestabor.com/  

-UIWU Executive Vice-President, Ralph Buntyn, “Remembering David Horowitz”: 

https://unitedisrael.org/category/remembering-david-horowitz/  

 

FRIENDS OF UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION 

-Blossoming Rose, Official Curator of Biblical Tamar Park: https://blossomingrose.org/ 

& https://www.facebook.com/groups/97078180601/?ref=group_browse  

-Kol Yehuda, A Voice from Judah, Connecting you to Israel with Hanoch Young: 

https://www.kolyehuda.com/ & https://www.facebook.com/groups/470824226357829/  

-Simcha Jacobovici: The Naked Archaeologist: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/57979546982/ 
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