
This week’s Audio, Video, and Teaching Notes are posted here. 

 

The Wages of Righteousness (Picking Up the Vision; Teaching the Ways of 

Righteousness; Is Humanity a Hopeless Race; Have We Been Abandoned by Our 

Creator; Righteous Ones in Every Generation; What is Man That You’re Mindful of 

Him; Neglecting to Model the Way of Righteousness; Planting Heaven on Earth; The 

Wage of Righteousness Leads to Life; The Wage of Sin is Real; You Must Rule Over 

Sin; Noah Walked with God; Mans Ability to Choose Between Good and Bad; Walk 

Before Me and Be Perfect; Noah Did as God Commanded; Noah Found Grace in the 

Eyes of God; Noah Practiced Righteousness; Sometimes the Righteous Sin – Get Up; 

Choose the Good Path; Go Forward; Obey God and Be Righteous in Your Generation) 

 

November 2, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

The Wages of Righteousness 

 

Audio/Video/Dialogue Links: 

https://unitedisrael.org/the-wage-of-righteousness/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABj7hlgScCs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxiJy97gZnA  

 

TEACHING NOTES 

-Welcome to United Israel World Union, this is our Sabbath morning scripture study 

coming to you live from the historic Temple Sinai Synagogue in Saint Francisville, 

Louisiana. Into the future, we will be teaching live from the Sabbath here in this beautiful 

place dedicated to the God of Israel in 1903 and we are very thankful for this.  

-Last week I specifically related the vision of this place when it was dedicated in 1903 by 

Jewish people in this community and non-Jewish friends from the community as well. In 

my comments I talked about the vision that was laid forth for this place at that time and 

how that vision was not only intended for the people of that time but like in Habakkuk we 

today can read it and run with it. I plan to tie this into today Torah Portion and teach the 

ways of righteousness. Today I will be teaching on the subject of righteousness. One of 

the speakers from 1903 made the following statement and it’s a perfect segue into today’s 

teaching. They said, “I pray that the grace of God should descend upon this house and its 

people, and many now and in years to come might learn the ways of righteousness and 

the paths of peace through its influence as a house of worship.”  

-Please understand that my prayer is the same. I believe that we have an obligation to 

pick that vision up and to move forward with it. If not us, who? If not now, when? I look 

forward to the day when these pews are filled with hungry people who otherwise are 

starving because of a famine that Amos spoke of. I look forward to people from around 

the world finding this place as a source of food in times of famine. This ties in very well 

with the vision that was put forth over a hundred years ago. When this person prayed that 

the grace of God would descend upon this house and its people I think they had no way 

of knowing that the people of this house are in Canada, Europe, Asia, Israel, Australia, 

New Zealand, Iran, and many other countries around the globe.  

-In a prayer he saw that this place in a vision perhaps could be instrumental in teaching 

the ways of righteousness. It’s common among the popular religion of man to say that 

https://unitedisrael.org/the-wage-of-righteousness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABj7hlgScCs
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none can be righteous. None is righteous, no not one. It’s popular in the religion of man 

to say that the Torah, or the very teaching, instruction, direction of YHVH can’t produce 

righteousness. People are taught that none can be righteous, that there are no righteous, 

and that there is no book or instruction that can lead one to righteousness. Is humanity a 

hopeless race? Have we truly been abandoned by our creator? Left with no direction, no 

guidance, and no chance for the good to triumph.  Are we hopeless? Are there ways of 

righteousness or not? Are there no righteous on this planet? Not even one?  

-The Hebrew Scriptures paint an honest picture. The picture that the Hebrew bible 

teaches of humanity is true. Humans are presented with all of our flaws and failures, none 

of that is ignored. We get an honest assessment of the human condition and nothing is left 

out. The story of human tragedy and the depravity of man is all in there. In scripture we 

get a picture of the human heart and how Jeremiah 17 says it’s desperately sick, who can 

know it?  

-Does that picture exclude a more positive picture of the potential of this human race? 

Mankind was created in the image of God with a potential for great good that is 

sometimes unrealized. In the image of YHVH. My appraisal of mankind is realistic, 

hopeful, honest and biblical. I don’t ignore the potential for bad but I will not look away 

from the potential for the good. I propose to you that righteousness is attainable and that 

it is desired by our creator. There are and will be righteous ones in every generation.  

-Today we are talking about righteousness because I am hopeful for humanity. Yet the 

vast majority of humanity have been relieved of their responsibility to live a righteous life 

because of several things. People have been robbed of a righteousness that leads to life 

which has been stolen through false teaching and the general acceptance of an inaccurate 

assessment of humanities great potential. If ministers are suggesting that none are 

righteous, not one, and that there is no guide unto the ways of righteousness and we are in 

a bad place if that message prevails. If there were a person that would stand up and say 

that righteousness is attainable and desired by our creator perhaps people would pick that 

responsibility up. God wants a righteous life from each of us. Good and sincere people 

need to understand that God desires and expects righteousness from us. The creator didn’t 

create man in his image without providing a way to attain the highest of potential.  

-Psa 8: 3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of 

man that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly 

beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You have given him dominion over the 

works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7 all sheep and oxen, and also 

the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes 

along the paths of the seas. 

-When God created the human race he created it to rule over his creation in 

righteousness. Is the world full of problems, sure? Is there tragedy, woe, and bad, of 

course there is? Could part of this be that humanity in general has relieved itself of a 

responsibility to be good stewards of this place and its people? The prophets envision a 

day when war will be no more and death and tears and sickness will be no more. We are 

not there yet. How will we ever get from our present place to a place that’s holy and 

righteous where justice and righteousness and peace rule and reign from sea to shining 

sea? Those who have been assigned a task to rule over creation have neglected their 

greatest responsibility for which they were created and placed here, to model a way of 



righteousness so that the people around them might benefit and be inclined themselves to 

walk in the ways of righteousness.  

-My picture of a coming day where righteousness that was intended is modeled, it’s not a 

utopian vision in which I haven’t considered the weight of sin, it’s not to say that I am 

unaware of the human potential for bad. My picture of the bad is realistic, honest, and 

biblical.  

-Pro 10: 16 The wage of the righteous leads to life, the gain of the wicked to sin. 

-I grew up in religious tradition that constantly preached that humanity was doomed, 

dammed and hopelessly lost and that there was none who are good or righteous. 

However, when you deeply search the scriptures there is a more accurate picture that is 

painted for the potential of mankind. One that does not ignore the bad, but one that puts 

forward the potential for the good. If people just focus on the bad then the people have no 

way to know that there’s an alternative. If you constantly tell someone that they can’t do 

good they eventually stop trying. If the purpose of bringing good to this place is no 

longer on our shoulders and we wait for heaven to fix it all, it’s going to be a long ride.   

-What if God’s creation came to a place through God’s instruction, through a guidebook 

which proclaimed the way? What if we actually picked it up and read it? What if we 

actually believed we had a mission? What if we believed that we are not relieved of our 

responsibility to live a righteous life? What if we accepted that it is our responsibility to 

bring heaven to earth to plant righteousness on this planet? What if the kingdom of God 

is depending upon us to plant heaven on earth?  

-What if someone preached to you today that righteousness is your job and it’s a divine 

mandate. It’s what you were created to be and to do. The wage of righteousness leads to 

life. When I grew up, all I heard was the wages of sin is death and this is true. You have 

to serve somebody, it might be the devil and it might be the Lord, but you have to serve 

somebody. Are you working for righteousness’s sake or are you working for sin? You 

have to serve one or the other.  

-The religion of man has relieved man of their status, of their role, of their mission, and 

of a beautiful life of righteousness which leads not only oneself to life but those around 

them. The ways and wage of righteousness leads to life but if it’s no longer the focus or 

responsibility and people no longer accept it, what a miserable state we find ourselves in. 

The wage of sin is real, true, and honest but it’s not the whole picture. Sin is definitely a 

problem. It’s a plague, it’s prevalent, and it dominates the world around us. Mankind 

from his creation has demonstrated his proclivity there to. Mankind migrates towards sin 

and unrighteousness. Humanity favors a flawed life. The picture of man is not always 

perfect. From the very beginning of the Torah we learn this important lesson. Mankind is 

not doomed, dammed, nor forced to sin. You don’t have to sin. If you understand what 

sin is, you don’t have to sin. People are not forced to sin. People choose to sin and live a 

life outside the ways of righteousness and the paths of peace. Some have said it’s the easy 

road. A way that seems right to man but the end there of, is destruction. There is another 

way and once people get this in their mind, heart, and spirit they will find this to be a 

lighter load, a smooth way, and it leads to life. From the very beginning of Torah we 

learn that sin does not have to reign.  

-Gen 4: 6 YHVH said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If 

you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 

door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it."  



-This is the first occurrence of the word sin and it is almost described as a beast 

crouching, desiring you. Let me tell you how you can avoid it, if you do well it will be 

accepted, but if you don’t do well sin crouches and desires you. Here is the key, you may 

rule over it. Mankind was made to rule and manage and to govern the creation of the All 

Mighty. Man is told from the very beginning, you don’t have to choose the bad. There are 

parameters for the rulership that we have been entrusted with. Parameters which govern a 

righteous existence. Choose the good and it will be well with you. Don’t choose the good 

and sin crouches at the door and desires you, but you may rule over it. This is a message 

of hope. You must rule over sin, it comes down to a choice, a choice to do what is just, 

right, good, and true and commanded, or a choice not to. It’s that simple. In the prayer of 

dedication on this house of worship was that grace would descend upon this house and its 

people and that people would learn the ways of righteousness. When I think of grace and 

righteousness together I think of the Torah reading this week.  

-Gen 6: 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of YHVH. 9 These are the generations of 

Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 

-One man stood out in his generation and his name was Noah. His father named him 

Noah which means comfort because it would be through him that there would be a 

restoration from a curse and Noah becomes the progenitor of the human race. Some teach 

that all mankind comes from Adam who was a sinner and therefore we’ve inherited that 

sin. What if I propose to you a different point, biblically we all descend from Noah, a 

righteous man. Could we then say that humanity is born into righteousness? Being born 

into sin or born into righteousness, neither is guaranteed.  

-Within the human person the potential is there for very good or for very bad. You are not 

born inheriting either, you are born with the ability to choose, to choose between the 

good and the bad. If you do well it will go well, if you don’t do well, sin crouches at the 

door and desires you, but you must rule over it. Our existence in some ways, is a fight 

between wrong and right, between good and bad, you choose. Each of us has been given 

the ability to choose and we have been given the ways of righteousness which instruct us 

on what choices we should make. Noah is a righteous man in his generation and he 

walked with God. Noah found grace and was a righteous man, complete, whole, and 

perfect in his generation and he walked with God. This is the picture of another way. The 

wage of righteousness is life. Noah not only saved his life but those around him. 

Righteousness leads to righteousness. The ways of righteousness if taught to others will 

soon be seen and must be seen as the right path to peace and prosperity and happiness, 

and wholeness and restoration.  

-The answer for the world’s problems of for people to begin preaching the truth and 

proclaiming the ways of righteousness to all the inhabitants of the earth. It’s where we 

were supposed to be, it is that from which we departed from, the responsibility has not 

been relieved from you, you must choose. Noah was a righteous man in his generation. 

The world around him had reached such a state of degradation that there was no remedy.  

-Gen 6: 5 YHVH saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And YHVH regretted 

that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So YHVH said, "I 

will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and 

creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them." 8 But 



Noah found favor in the eyes of YHVH. 9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a 

righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 

-Here we are told what it is and how Noah found grace in the eyes of YHVH. Noah was a 

just man a righteous man and perfect in his generation. He is whole and is complete and 

Noah walked with God as Enoch walked with God before him and as Abram is charged 

to walk.  

-Gen 17: 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old YHVH appeared to Abram and said 

to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless,  

-Walk before me and be perfect, walk before me and be complete, be whole. I am 

Almighty God, walk before me and be perfect. This is not an easy task, but it’s not any 

harder than choosing the alternative path, the path that leads to death and destruction.  

-Gen 7: 1 Then YHVH said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I 

have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation. 

-Noah’s righteousness, recognized by God, led to his being given grace from God to 

Noah and his loved ones. Noah was righteous in his generation. Based on the narrative of 

Noah’s life, we get little of his words. The only words of Noah that we get, the one who 

was chosen by God to save the human race deal with curse and blessing. What we get 

with Noah is a clear picture of his behavior summed up in the repeated phrase, “and Noah 

did as God commanded”. This is what we get when we read the story of Noah. There is 

nothing else that we can use to understand better why it was that God bestowed grace 

upon him, in God’s eyes, Noah found grace. Noah was a righteous man, complete and 

perfect in his generation, Noah walked with God. Can people connect that finding grace 

in the eyes of YHVH is probably tied to the fact that Noah was righteous, complete in his 

generation and walked with God. The only thing that we have to go by to judge the 

character of Noah and perhaps get a picture as to why God favored him is to see that 

Noah did as God commanded.  

-In the religion of man we are told that Noah was a preacher of righteousness but 

according to the Torah I don’t see that. I never see Noah preaching righteousness not in 

the way that we understand preaching righteousness. What we do see is that Noah is a 

practitioner of righteousness. He is a modeler of the way and an example for those around 

him. He exemplifies in his obedience the ways of righteousness. He is not preaching, he 

is practicing. To preach righteousness may or may not yield results. When one takes that 

personal responsibility that is mandated from heaven and assumes that responsibility for 

which you were created, to walk in the paths of peace and the ways of righteousness, now 

that matters. Only becoming a practitioner of the ways of righteousness earned Noah the 

status of being a righteous man. Noah is a righteous man not because he speaks of being a 

righteous man but because he practices the ways righteousness. It was Noah’s walk not 

his talk that put him in the category of a righteous man. He didn’t walk alone, he walked 

with God. If we are focused on proclaiming a message and thinking that that in and of 

itself makes one righteous, it’s not. Be a practitioner more than being a preacher.  

-Noah’s righteousness is legendary. All of the ancient western religions look to Noah as a 

righteous man. He is not Jewish and he is not a Christian. Noah is human and walked 

with God, was righteous and upright in his generation. By the time of Ezekiel, the book 

of Ezekiel mentions two times that if Noah, Daniel, and Job were to stand up in this 

generation they would only save themselves. His righteousness was so legendary that he 

is grouped with these other two as exemplars of a righteous life known for bringing 



salvation. If today they were here, they would only save themselves. Here’s the point, 

they would save themselves. The goal is to be that righteous one in our generation. 

-Job 1: 1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was 

blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  

-Job 1: 8 And YHVH said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is 

none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away 

from evil?" 

-Job was perfect and upright. Noah was perfect, complete, whole, and without blemish in 

his generation. Job is perfect in his generation and upright. When we talk about upright, 

these people stand out and they don’t belong to any religion because they lived way 

before any manmade religions. They simply walked with God and chose the right as 

opposed to the wrong. They chose what was right in their generation and were therefore 

recorded in Holy Scripture as being perfect.  

-Gen 15: 6 And he believed YHVH, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

-Abram trusted / believed God and it was counted or considered for him as righteousness. 

He trusted in YHVH. According to the prophet Habakkuk we learn that the righteous will 

live in his faith, or in his trust, or live by his trust. This is key. Abram trusted in YHVH 

and the yield is righteousness. In Habakkuk the righteous will live by that trust, 

confidence, and faith. We have to believe that what God says will in deed lead to life. We 

have to believe that when we are assigned a task by the All Mighty, when we are created 

for a purpose, we have to believe that if we follow those things the result will be life. 

Being righteous does not require being sinless but it certainly requires one to sin less. 

People have the wrong idea of righteousness and perfection. Biblically the righteous 

sometime sin.  

-Ecc 7: 20 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 

-There are righteous people on earth. There is not a righteous person on earth who does 

good and sins not. It is false to say there is none righteous, not one. Hopefully the 

righteous are growing exponentially but sometimes they sin. Sometimes a righteous 

person sins but it’s hard. You can do it, but if you know you are doing wrong you know 

it. Though the righteous fall seven times he’ll arise.  

-Pro 24: 16 for the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in 

times of calamity.  

-A righteous person can stumble and fall and chances are, as a righteous person you will. 

No matter how many times you might fall, get up and be upright, be straight up. Choose 

the good path, choose the right way. Walk in the ways of righteousness, walk with God. 

Read Ezekiel Chapters 3, 18, and 33 straight through because what they describe is you 

have a choice. Yes it talks about the wages of sin is death but is also talks about how 

YHVH has no desire in the death of the wicked. What does YHVH want and desire? He 

desires that the person is going the wrong way down the bad path to sin and death and 

destruction that they would merely stop and turn and live an upright life. Follow the ways 

of righteousness and if they fall, stumble, or fail, get up and call out to God, seek 

forgiveness and repent and go again, go forward.  

-The children of Israel were at the sea looking at it before them with the cloud of the 

Egyptians coming down on them and they saw no way out. Moses stands up and says, be 

still and see the salvation of your God knowing that God is going to do a miracle. God 

says, why do you cry to me? Go forward! People sin and make mistakes and we beat 



ourselves up and say that there are none that are righteous, you are righteous but you 

have fallen. Get up, choose good and it will go well with you. If you choose bad sin will 

be crouching at the door and it is desiring you but you must rule over it. You have been 

created in the image of God and you can choose what you do. You are not hopeless, 

helpless, and dammed. You’ve just been misinformed.  

-The soul that sins dies. The wages of sin is death but YHVH doesn’t desire for the 

wicked to perish. Sin brings death to the one who sins. Righteousness brings life to the 

one who practices righteousness. Righteousness and the practice there of leads to life. 

You need to know about sin and stay away from it. We have a guidebook that tells us 

what those things are which are called sin. Avoid what the bible says that sin is. Go with 

the ways of righteousness which is clearly described in scripture.  

-People have lied about what’s in scripture for far too long. People have taken a 

corrupted, inaccurate, and incomplete picture from the writings, here a little, there a little 

and they have caused great stumbling up to this time. It’s time to proclaim a message 

which gives the complete and accurate picture of God’s intention for humanity. I am a 

preacher of the words contained in the Hebrew Scriptures.  

-Deu 6: 24 And YHVH commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear YHVH our God, 

for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25 And it will be 

righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before YHVH our 

God, as he has commanded us.'  

-Some people teach that the Torah, the teaching that God gave to Moses to instruct 

mankind which is ultimately for all humanity. There are people that say that can’t lead 

you to life or to righteousness. This is not what I read.  

-In short, the wages of sin are death but the wage of righteousness is life. Choose 

righteousness and live. Trust YHVH, if Abram trusted YHVH and it was counted as 

righteousness, trust YHVH and it will be counted to you for righteousness. Trust and 

walk. Preaching righteousness is not nearly as effective as practicing righteousness. You 

don’t have to speak at all. Moses wasn’t eloquent in speech. Noah didn’t say anything as 

far as the narrative goes. It just says that he did what he was commanded. We would be 

surprised to know how effective our walk is in the eyes of other people. We walk the 

ways of righteousness, not for show, because ultimately what this does is people look at 

your life and look at the way that you go and say, what a wise and understanding person 

that is who has values and principles. You don’t need to live a sinless life but a life of less 

sin. You and I must rule over sin. You are hard wired by your creator to make good 

choices if you choose. You can and are allowed to make bad choices. Any other way 

doesn’t reveal the beauty and potential for greatness. You have a choice, choose a 

righteous life. Obey God and be righteous in your generation.   

 

Shabbat Shalom 

 

THIS WEEK IN TORAH 

 

NOVEMBER 2, 2019 

This week’s Torah Portion Noach: “Noah” (Genesis 6:9 – 11:32) Noah; The decree of the 

flood; The final call; The flood inundates the world; The flood subsides; Sending forth 

the raven; The dove; The earth dries; The command to leave the ark; Noah brings an 



offering; Rebuilding a ruined world; God’s covenant with Noah; The rainbow – An 

eternal covenant; The intoxication and the shame of Noah; Noah foretells the destiny of 

his sons; Noah’s descendants; The seventy nations; Nimrod; The Tower of Babel and the 

dispersion; Shem’s – Terah’s descendants; The ten generations from Noah to Abraham.   

“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-Tanakh Tours of Israel 2019: (11/11/2019 – 11/19/2019) 

https://www.truth2u.org/tanakh-tour/ 

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2019 – 2020): (Sep 2019, Oct 2019, Feb-Mar 2020) 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/ 

-Tabor & Nichols Israel Tour 2020 – Walking the Ancient Paths: 2/28/2020 – 3/10/2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/tabor-nichols-walking-the-ancient-path-tour-2020/ 

& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGyJyOmqCIs  

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2020): June/July 2020 

https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  

 

UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION (UIWU) WEBSITES 

-UIWU Official Website: https://unitedisrael.org/ 

-UIWU YouTube Website: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/videos?view_as=public  
-UIWU Facebook Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/ 

-UIWU Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/unitedisrael/  

-UIWU President, Tabor Blog, Religion Matters from the Bible to the Modern World: 

https://jamestabor.com/  

-UIWU Executive Vice-President, Ralph Buntyn, “Remembering David Horowitz”: 

https://unitedisrael.org/category/remembering-david-horowitz/  

 

FRIENDS OF UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION 

-Blossoming Rose, Official Curator of Biblical Tamar Park: https://blossomingrose.org/ 

& https://www.facebook.com/groups/97078180601/?ref=group_browse  

-Kol Yehuda, A Voice from Judah, Connecting you to Israel: 

https://www.kolyehuda.com/ & https://www.facebook.com/groups/470824226357829/  

-Simcha Jacobovici: The Naked Archaeologist: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/57979546982/ 
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