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TEACHING NOTES 

-Today we are in the tenth teaching of a series on “The Tribes”. Today’s class is titled 

“The Joseph Saga – Part 2 (Love of and for the Father)” This topic on the tribes is the 

basis of the bibles message and is the very plan of the ages as described in sacred 

scripture. There is a great deal of confusion on this subject which has led to all sorts of 

theological error and this series is to ensure that that confusion is taken out of the way 

and that things are made plain. This lack of knowledge causes people to assume and 

come up with various types or forms of replacement theology which is where something 

that does not belong is superimposed on the truth. YHVH speaks in Jeremiah about 

setting up way marks, like bread crumbs along the way. These are bedrock truths that 

have to be established, but tragically for many people who have attached themselves to 

the bible and who seek to follow the biblical path, these points are unknown. 

-Today we are in the Joseph Saga and I’ve got a story to tell. This story not only has to do 

with ancient matters but it also gives us hints to things that are yet to come. Those things 

that happened in the time of the patriarchs, especially in our present study of the Tribes of 

Israel, they not only have ancient application they point to things that are coming. In 

order to understand what is to come, one must be familiar with that which has been.   

-Ecc 1: 9 What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, 

and there is nothing new under the sun.  

-Genesis 37 through 50 really has some incredible stories to include the Joseph Saga in 

which Joseph is the central character. Like with other biblical stories, here in the Joseph 

Saga the plan of God is almost on the verge of ruin. If Joseph disappears or dies the plan 

is over because we are given a duel picture, we are shown what’s happening in Joseph’s 

life and we are shown behind the scenes the working and the guiding of the good hand of 

YHVH in the events being orchestrated on the earth. Many elements that show up in this 

story show up in other stories and in our everyday life.  
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-There is sibling rivalry, in biblical times this goes back to the Garden of Eden, where 

Cain and Abel are the first two. Once again the continuity of the text is threatened when 

Cain kills Abel. So too is the story of Joseph and his brothers, his brothers want to do 

away with him, he is Daddy’s favored and he doesn’t hide the fact. Jacob doesn’t hide the 

fact either that Joseph is his favored son of his favored wife. There is conflict in the story 

when Joseph tells on the sons of the handmaidens, when he was out in the field with them 

he brings a bad report and so they are mad at him. He has visions and dreams and shares 

them with his brothers. When he got his new coat of many colors he couldn’t wait to 

show his brothers.  

-When the boys see Joseph coming, they see him and say, behold the dreamer comes and 

they decide to kill him. Let’s kill him and see what happens to his dreams then. The two 

brothers of the 12 stand up to defend and come up with alternative plans to safe Joseph’s 

life. One is Reuben who is on the outs with his father and probably wants to get back into 

good graces with his father. Judah also steps up and provides a plan. As the narrative 

unfolds we learn that there is a master plan being guided by the hand of YHVH behind 

the scenes with details in the story that seem to be somewhat random or unguided but are 

actually part of the plan.  

-The Lord of the Dreams carried in his sleep time a vision of something that God was 

working behind the scenes, a fantastic plan if you will that ultimately it was a series of 

events that was only revealed to him and to those in who he shared it that ultimately will 

bring salvation. Joseph is chosen for a key role in the redemption of his family. Yes he 

was and yes he is. Joseph’s great grandfather was told of a very dark period that his seed 

would have to endure.  

-Gen 15: 13 Then YHVH said to Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be 

sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted 

for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and 

afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your 

fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here 

in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete."  

-When this was communicated to Abram he doesn’t even have children, but he is told by 

YHVH because he is God’s friend. He is the beloved of God. Your descendants will be 

enslaved for a long time, but when they come back, they will come back with wealth and 

this plan will manifest in the life of Joseph. It is through Joseph that the plan takes root. 

It’s because of the Joseph Saga that Israel ends up in Egypt in a land not theirs and it is 

there that they become a great nation. The promises to Abraham have been passed to 

Isaac, to Jacob, and to the children but in particular, Joseph is singled out as the one, to 

and through whom the plan will become manifest and ultimate redemption will be 

brought to the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

-Joseph, the favored son of the favored wife is stolen away. The brothers throw him in a 

pit and ultimately decide they don’t have to kill him and just act like they killed him. 

They hand him to a band in a caravan in Dothan who carry him into the land of Egypt. 

Meanwhile the boys take Joseph’s coat of many colors / long sleeves and dip it in blood 

and use it to deceive their father Jacob. As you recall, Jacob earlier in life had used a 

garment to deceive his father. Now in his old age his boys will use a similar deception to 

create in his mind the horrid idea that his favored son is dead. Joseph is believed to be 

dead and Jacob is weeping over him and is inconsolable. When he receives the news and 



recognizes the garment as Joseph’s he says, I’ll go to my grave in sorrow.  We will now 

take a prophetic pause and jump into the prophets.  

-Jer 31: 15 Thus says YHVH: "A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 

weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

because they are no more." 

-Just as Joseph was, so are his descendants today. They are believed to be gone and some 

believe they will never come back. Hopelessly they are dead and gone and forgotten. 

There seems to be no proof of Joseph’s existence. Joseph is thought to be dead. Joseph is 

referred to four times in the text as, is not. Joseph is not, but he is.  

-Jer 31: 16 Thus says YHVH: "Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears, 

for there is a reward for your work, declares YHVH, and they shall come back from the 

land of the enemy. 17 There is hope for your future, declares YHVH, and your children 

shall come back to their own country.  

-Rachel is weeping inconsolably is only mentioned twice in all the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Once it is Rachel, and once it is Jacob. In both cases, the weeping that is inconsolable is 

over Joseph. Rachel is weeping for her sons which is represented by Joseph. In the 

Hebrew it says, weeping for her son. Both believe him to be gone and lost forever, but 

he’s not dead. Just as in the Joseph Saga that we are talking about and in the historical 

narrative put forward, so to in the present day and described in detail among the prophetic 

writings Joseph is not dead, yet Joseph lives. He’s only thought to be dead. He is gone 

from the land, he was stolen away from the land but he is very much alive and being used 

and will be used to bring life to the children of Israel. The sooner that the descendants of 

Joseph wake up and recognize that their role is a key role the sooner Joseph will stop 

trying to be someone he is not. Joseph is sold into Egypt by a person by the name of 

Potiphar, the Prince of the Guards.  

-This ends Genesis 37 and when we go into Genesis 38 it seems out of place, it doesn’t 

mention Joseph and it’s all about Judah and we are told that he marries a Canaanite 

woman and through her he has three sons. Judah’s first son marries a woman by the name 

of Tamar and the son is displeasing to YHVH and he took his life. The second brother 

was expected to marry Tamar and raise up seed for his brother’s name. When he realizes 

the sons will not be his he does something that is displeasing to YHVH and he too dies. 

Judah now has a dilemma, two of his sons married Tamar and both have died and he 

doesn’t want to give the third. Judah tells Tamar to remain a widow until his third son is 

of age. When his son reaches the age, Judah doesn’t give Tamar his third son.  

-After Judah’s Canaanite wife dies he’s going through a village and he sees a woman 

who is dressed as a harlot. He goes into her and sleeps with her but he doesn’t know that 

she is Tamar and he impregnates his former daughter-in-law. When she asks for payment 

before he leaves and he gives her his seal, his cord, and his staff with a promise to send 

payment later and retrieve his things. He ultimately realizes that when he sends payment 

and the locals say there is no prostitute and they find out it was his daughter-in-law, he 

reacts strongly and says she should be killed, but it’s his stuff that she has. Ultimately he 

recognizes his failures in many regards.  

-Out of this tragic story of the loss of Judah’s sons the character of Judah is developed in 

a very interesting way. Judah’s suffering for the loss of his children will play an 

instrumental part in the redemption of Israel anciently in this narrative as well as in the 

present day.  



-Gen 37: 36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of 

Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.  

-Gen 39: 1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of 

Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who 

had brought him down there.  

-Joseph is advanced, everything he does works out well for him. Everything that he 

touches turns good, and he becomes the personal attendant of Potiphar the Egyptian and 

is given charge of his house and everything in it. Potiphar’s wife has a strong liking for 

Joseph and makes advances towards him and he refuses in a very righteous way. He says 

it would be a sin against God to do this. He chose to be upright in his actions and he 

refused because she belonged to Potiphar. When he tries to run out she grabs his garment 

and says he tried to rape her. When there is a major shift in the narrative, there is a 

garment involved. Once again someone else is holding his garment and bad is reported 

about him. With the coat of many colors, the boys have it and say he’s dead, in the 

second, Potiphar’s wife has it and says he raped her or attempted to. In both cases, bad 

things happened to Joseph and he is thrown into a pit once again.  

-Once again the continuity of the plan is interrupted with a potential ruin of the plan. Yet 

even in this it’s God’s way of advancing Joseph. Sometimes we have to go low to get 

high. You only connect with God by making yourself low. An interesting phrase occurs 

three times in Chapter 39, YHVH was with Joseph. Earlier when he was advancing it said 

that YHVH was with Joseph and now that he is in prison, YHVH is still with Joseph. 

While Joseph was in prison, two others who also were officials find themselves in prison, 

the cupbearer and the baker of Pharaoh, and they have dreams. Joseph notices that their 

faces are down, Joseph asks what’s wrong and they both recount a dream they had and he 

interprets the dream for them. To the cupbearer he says that your dream means you will 

be restored to your office. To the baker he says that you will be killed.  

-Both dreams were interpreted correctly because God gave Joseph the meaning and 

before the cupbearer left Joseph told him, don’t forget me. Sometimes even your good 

deeds are forgotten. Sometimes in bad situations there appears to be no way out and in 

the Joseph story we see that God is still with that person. The story that is repeated over 

and over is that YHVH is still with you. The cupbearer gets out and is restored to his 

place. Pharaoh has a dream and looks for help with interpreting his dream but nobody can 

help him. The cupbearer remembers Joseph after two years and he tells Pharaoh there is 

this guy who is in your jail who told me about my life and Pharaoh said go get him. 

When Joseph is asked to share a meaning of a dream with a world leader this is also like 

when Daniel shares a dream with a world leader. Don’t think that this won’t happen 

again, there may be a time when descendants of these Hebrews will be used in key 

places; and they have to go through some bad times to be to be in the right position at the 

right time and they will be used to interpret dreams that are given to world leaders; which 

will set the stage for events that are prophetic in nature.  

-Pharaoh’s dreams have one meaning and that is that a famine will follow plenty. There 

will be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. Joseph with God’s help 

is able to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams and he make this known to Pharaoh.  

-Gen 41: 25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has 

revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and 

the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. 27 The seven lean and ugly 



cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the 

east wind are also seven years of famine. 28 It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to 

Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 There will come seven years of great plenty 

throughout all the land of Egypt, 30 but after them there will arise seven years of famine, 

and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the 

land, 31 and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will 

follow, for it will be very severe. 32 And the doubling of Pharaoh's dream means that the 

thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. 33 Now therefore let Pharaoh 

select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh 

proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of 

Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 35 And let them gather all the food of these good 

years that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the 

cities, and let them keep it. 36 That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven 

years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish 

through the famine."  

-Gen 41: 37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to 

his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?" 39 Then 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning 

and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order 

themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you." 41 

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt." 42 Then 

Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, and clothed him 

in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43 And he made him ride in 

his second chariot. And they called out before him, "Bow the knee!" Thus he set him over 

all the land of Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, and without 

your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." 45 And Pharaoh 

called Joseph's name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the 

daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt. 46 Joseph 

was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph 

went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. 

-As Joseph goes from rags to riches over and over again there is one underlying story, 

YHVH is with Joseph. YHVH is guiding the life of Joseph and can you imagine at the 

low points, did Joseph know that YHVH was with him? Joseph then had two sons during 

the seven year time of plenty.  

-Gen 41: 50 Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the 

daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. 51 Joseph called the name of the 

firstborn Manasseh. "For," he said, "God has made me forget all my hardship and all my 

father's house." 52 The name of the second he called Ephraim, "For God has made me 

fruitful in the land of my affliction."  

-Joseph is married to a pagan priest’s daughter and he has children of her. Judah and 

Joseph are immerging in their own way being prepared through the natural events of their 

life, the good and the bad for a special meeting, one that they don’t even know that is 

coming soon. Both have children and in both stories there is the story of a ring, you have 

the signet ring in the story with Judah and with the story of Joseph. There are similarities 

and the scribe wants us to understand what it is going on. The two brothers that are 

coming together, their lives are mirrored in some ways in that they are both being 



prepared and then famine strikes. The famine is so severe that it brings about the reunion 

of all Israel. It is the famine that drives the boys together. In the years of plenty there is 

nothing that demands that one go to the other.  

-Gen 4: 1 When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, 

"Why do you look at one another?" 2 And he said, "Behold, I have heard that there is 

grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not 

die." 3 So ten of Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not 

send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with his brothers, for he feared that harm might happen 

to him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the famine 

was in the land of Canaan. 6 Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one 

who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves 

before him with their faces to the ground. 7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, 

but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. "Where do you come 

from?" he said. They said, "From the land of Canaan, to buy food." 

-Key point, Joseph recognizes his brothers but they don’t know him and so it is in the 

current time. Joseph recognizes his brother but his brother doesn’t recognize him.  

-Gen 42: 8 And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 And 

Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to them, "You 

are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land." 10 They said to him, "No, my 

lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons of one man. We are honest 

men. Your servants have never been spies." 12 He said to them, "No, it is the nakedness 

of the land that you have come to see." 13 And they said, "We, your servants, are twelve 

brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day 

with our father, and one is no more." 14 But Joseph said to them, "It is as I said to you. 

You are spies. 15 By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go 

from this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of you, and let him 

bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether 

there is truth in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies." 

-Gen 42: 21 Then they said to one another, "In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, 

in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is 

why this distress has come upon us." 22 And Reuben answered them, "Did I not tell you 

not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his 

blood." 23 They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an interpreter 

between them. 24 Then he turned away from them and wept. And he returned to them 

and spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 25 

And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every man's money in 

his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them. 26 Then 

they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 And as one of them opened 

his sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of 

his sack. 28 He said to his brothers, "My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth 

of my sack!" At this their hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, 

saying, "What is this that God has done to us?" 

-Simeon stays and Joseph has their money put back in their sacks. When they get down 

the road they stop and they realize that they have the money in their sacks. When they get 

to their father they relate the story about the Lord of the Land. He thought we were spies 

and we have to bring back our youngest brother. Jacob gets upset that they even told him 



that they even had a younger brother. As their food began to run low he told the boys to 

go back. We can’t go back and show our face without bringing Benjamin.  

-Gen 42: 36 And Jacob their father said to them, "You have bereaved me of my children: 

Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this 

has come against me." 37 Then Reuben said to his father, "Kill my two sons if I do not 

bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you." 38 But he 

said, "My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he is the only one 

left. If harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to make, you would bring 

down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol."  

-Gen 43: 8 And Judah said to Israel his father, "Send the boy with me, and we will arise 

and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also our little ones. 9 I will be 

a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. If I do not bring him back to 

you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10 If we had not delayed, 

we would now have returned twice." 11 Then their father Israel said to them, "If it must 

be so, then do this: take some of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a 

present down to the man, a little balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and 

almonds.  

-Jacob agrees to send Benjamin to Egypt and the reunion takes place, the boys come back 

and all of them are together and only the father is absent. When the reunion begins the 

family will come together, the events are orchestrated by God but the father comes in at a 

later event in the story just as it happens in the Joseph Saga. When they all come together 

Joseph asks about his father. Joseph’s heart yearns for his father. When Joseph sees 

Benjamin he is so overcome with emotion he runs out of the room and cries, gets control 

of himself and comes back in and then he seats the boys according to their age and they 

were astonished at this. Joseph is going to demonstrate some intimate family knowledge 

that’s going to astonish his brother and it will too be part of the coming together. But that 

comes later.  

-After the meal he sends the boys out again, yet this time he takes his silver drinking cup 

and has this put into Benjamins sack and the boys leave. Then Joseph say’s go chase 

them down and check the sacks. To their astonishment they find a stolen cup in one of the 

sacks but before it’s pulled out the boys say they didn’t take anything. If you find it in our 

stuff you can kill whoever has it. Joseph knows it’s in Benjamin’s bag and the boys are so 

sure they didn’t steal the cut they said you can put the rest of us in slavery. Joseph says, 

only the one in whose bag I find it will be my slave. Then they find the silver cup in 

Benjamin’s bag and this drives the reunion. Then Judah drew forward to Joseph.  

-Gen 44: 18 Then Judah went up to him and said, "Oh, my lord, please let your servant 

speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not your anger burn against your servant, for you 

are like Pharaoh himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, 'Have you a father, or a 

brother?' 20 And we said to my lord, 'We have a father, an old man, and a young brother, 

the child of his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother's children, 

and his father loves him.' 21 Then you said to your servants, 'Bring him down to me, that 

I may set my eyes on him.' 22 We said to my lord, 'The boy cannot leave his father, for if 

he should leave his father, his father would die.' 23 Then you said to your servants, 

'Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face again.' 24 

"When we went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 25 

And when our father said, 'Go again, buy us a little food,' 26 we said, 'We cannot go 



down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the 

man's face unless our youngest brother is with us.' 27 Then your servant my father said to 

us, 'You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One left me, and I said, "Surely he has 

been torn to pieces," and I have never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from 

me, and harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.' 30 

"Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, 

then, as his life is bound up in the boy's life, 31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with 

us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father 

with sorrow to Sheol. 32 For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my 

father, saying, 'If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my 

father all my life.' 33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as 

a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back 

to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father." 

-If you can read this and not be moved. It’s an amazing story. Judah drew near and put 

himself in a position of servitude to save his father. When Joseph realizes when 

everything is on the mend he tells everybody to get out of the room and he breaks down 

in front of his brothers and he says, I am Joseph your brother. This one thing drove the 

reunion, care for the father. Once Joseph gets himself together he asks, how’s my father? 

Judah says the only thing that matters is my father. Joseph says the only thing that 

matters is my father.  

-Gen 45: 1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He 

cried, "Make everyone go out from me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 

himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and 

the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my 

father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 

presence. 4 So Joseph said to his brothers, "Come near to me, please." And they came 

near. And he said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do 

not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 

before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and 

there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God 

sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you 

many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father 

to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go 

up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 

Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and 

you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, and your flocks, 

your herds, and all that you have. 

-The Joseph Saga provides clues for us to help understand the prophetic scenario that will 

be brought about over the course of time. Joseph was exiled into a land not his, God sent 

me here. Remember in the story when the children of Israel, the Northern Tribes are 

taken into captivity, we read from the beginning, this thing is from God, it has to happen.  

Part of YHVH’s plan is to preserve life even though it is not totally understood by those 

who are scattered, it had to be, because Joseph is going to be in a position to save lives. 

Joseph had to be exiled and thought of as not. He had to be forgotten. He even names his 

children to indicate that he has been forgotten but he is fruitful. 



-So it is today, Judah is suffering historically and even into today Judah is suffering and 

is going to be used in a positive way to condition Judah for the reunion that is coming. 

This is part of the plan. Famine seems to be the catalyst in all of this.  

-Amo 8: 11 "Behold, the days are coming," declares Adonai YHVH, "when I will send a 

famine on the land-- not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words 

of YHVH. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to 

and fro, to seek the word of YHVH, but they shall not find it.  

-Joseph is going to be instrumental in feeding the people the word of God. Currently 

many people on earth today are being fed things that cannot sustain them in times of 

famine. Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that comes forth from the 

mouth of YHVH. What Joseph is going to bring about in the latter days is a revival that 

will bring life through the word. The famine that the world is facing is not a famine of 

bread and water according to Amos 8:11 but of hearing the words of YHVH. That’s 

what’s going to solve the famine.  

-When the brothers meet again, recognition is only one way. Joseph recognizes Judah but 

Judah doesn’t recognize Joseph and so it is today. Joseph’s familiarity with intimate 

knowledge of the family was demonstrated when he seated them according to their age 

order. This was a surprise to them. So too will Joseph be familiar with the ways of his 

brother in the latter days. It is happening now. Ultimately Judah will draw near to Joseph 

out of love and concern for the father and only in the right time will Joseph reveal 

himself to his brothers. Only in the right time. Judah has to draw near first. When Judah 

draws near and this is not happening yet, Joseph who is unrecognized, only then will he 

say, I am Joseph. The results of that reunion will astound the world. For now the boys are 

going back to the father with the revelation that Joseph is alive.  

 

Shabbat Shalom 

 

(Part One) The Tribes! An Introduction (Ultimately Genealogy Doesn’t Matter; 

UIWU – Objects and Purposes; The Lost Tribes of Israel; All Israel – God’s Treasured 

Possession; One Man’s Family; This Great Nation; Covenants; All Can Join Themselves 

to YHVH; Who is Israel; The Jewish People; Jacob and Israel; Return to YHVH and 

Choose Life; Hosea – At Bethel God Spoke with Us; Jacob’s Dream; Israel Shall be Your 

Name; Mahanaim – Two Camps; Put Away Your Foreign Gods; God will Restore His 

Land and His People) 

August 3, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/the-tribes-an-introduction/ 

 

(Part Two) Abraham’s Seed (A Firm Foundation; Chasers of Righteousness; Who are 

the Lost Sheep; The Call of Abram the Hebrew – The One Who Crossed Over; Walk 

Before Me and Be Perfect; Where is the Promised Seed of Abram; Look Towards 

Heaven and Number the Stars; The Promise of a Miraculous Birth; I’ll Come Back and 

You’ll Have a Son; A Child is Born; The Binding of Isaac; Abraham Listened to God’s 

Voice; To Sacrifice and to Cease; Touch Not My Anointed Ones and Do My Prophets No 

Harm; Abraham My Friend) 

August 10, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/abrahams-seed/ 

https://unitedisrael.org/the-tribes-an-introduction/
https://unitedisrael.org/abrahams-seed/


 

(Part Three) The Passing of the Patriarchal Plan (All the Families of the Earth will be 

Blessed; What Does God Know About Abraham; Guarding the Way of Justice and 

Righteousness; The Authentic Plan of Salvation; YHVH’s House of Prayer for All 

Peoples; A Message and a Mission; If you Return – Return to Me; An Irrevocable Oath to 

One Man’s Family; VaEtchannan – And I Pleaded; The Shema; You Are a Chosen 

People and a Special Treasure; YHVH’s Two Part Plan – Land and Seed; The Land 

Belongs to Israel; YHVH’s Heritage / Possession for the People – His Land and His 

Torah)  

August 17, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/the-passing-of-the-patriarchal-plan/ 

 

(Part Four) The Reason for the Ratio – Ten to One (The World in Two Groups; Jews 

& Gentiles; Escaping the Nations; Different Glimpses of Redemption; The Houses of 

Judah and Israel; Israel Rejects YHVH as King; Solomon Departs the Faith; Ahijah the 

Prophet Divides the New Garment into Twelve Pieces; Solomon Dies; Jeroboam’s New 

Authority Over the Ten Tribes; Rehoboam Rejects Jeroboam’s Request to Lighten the 

Load; YHVH Stops the War – This Thing is From Me; Jeroboam Changes Times and 

Seasons – Two Golden Calves; The Northern & Southern Tribes Remain Separate – Ten 

to One) 

August 24, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/the-reason-for-the-ratio-ten-to-one/  

 

(Part Five) Exiled! (The Formal Severance of Ephraim and Judah; Northern Idolatry – 

Until there was no Remedy; Beyond the River; Banishment as Punishment; Cain is 

Driven Out; A Fugitive and a Wanderer; Hidden from the Face of God; This Good Land; 

Those who Defile the Land are Driven Out; Blessings and Curses; A Sabbath for the 

Land; Idolaters – Scattered Among All Peoples; Sheep Without a Shepherd; Harlotry 

Against God; The Unfaithfulness of Oholah and Oholibah) 

August 31, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/exiled!/  

 

(Part Six) Tracking the Tribes (The World Map of the Bible; The People of God and 

Their Migrations; Mesopotamia / Aram – Land Between Two Rivers; Travel Routes in 

the Ancient World; Abram’s Journey – Ur to the Land of Promise; Hebrews – To Cross 

Over; Abram the Wandering Aramean; The Exodus Route – Egypt to the Land of 

Promise; The Land Vomits Them Out; The House of Judah – Southern Tribes; The 

House of Israel / Joseph / Ephraim – The Northern Tribes; Hosea’s Prophecy to the 

Northern Tribes, He Will Scatter, No Mercy, Not My People; Assyrian Deportations – 

None was Left but the House of Judah; God has Mercy on the House of Judah) 

September 7, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/tracking-the-tribes/ 

 

(Part 7) Signs and Wonders – The Tribes (Signs and Wonders in Association with 

God’s Redemption and Exile; Both Blessings and Curses can Chase you Down; A 

Sampling of Misunderstood and Misapplied Prophesies; Isaiah (Southern Kingdom) and 

https://unitedisrael.org/the-passing-of-the-patriarchal-plan/
https://unitedisrael.org/the-reason-for-the-ratio-ten-to-one/
https://unitedisrael.org/exiled!/
https://unitedisrael.org/tracking-the-tribes/


Hosea (Northern Kingdom) and Their Children are for Signs and Wonders; Context vs. 

Interpretation; Isaiah's Prophesies of the Four Kings of Judah; Uzziah is Stricken with 

Leprosy; The Call of the Prophet Isaiah; The Syro-Ephraimite War; Ahaz Makes a Deal 

with Assyria; The Lord will Give You a Sign; Pillage Hastens – Looting Speeds; 

Immanuel – God is With Us; God’s Mercy on Judah; The Birth of a Righteous King) 

September 14, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/signs-and-wonders-the-tribes/ 

 

(Part 8) Births of Israel’s Children – The Tribes (Origins of the People of Israel; 

YHVH Reveals His Way to the Nations; The Story of One Man’s Family; Turn to YHVH 

Our God; The Restoration of All Humanity – The Way of YHVH; Be Ye Holy; The Son 

of God; The Birth of the Holy Family; Jacob Flees and Becomes Two Camps; God 

Changes Jacob’s Name to Israel; Put Away the Foreign Gods; Jacob’s Dream; Rachel 

Dies; Bethlehem – Ephrathah; The Clans of Judah; The Consequences of Reuben; The 

Birthright is Given to the Sons of Joseph; Two Sons Rise to Prominence – Judah and 

Joseph) 

September 21, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/births-of-israels-children-the-tribes/ 

 

(Part 9) The Joseph Saga – Part 1 (Two Sons Rise to Prominence – Judah and Joseph; 

The Future is Pictured in the Past; The Genesis Shift from Judah to Joseph; Take Away, 

Add and Gather; Jacob’s Death Bed Prophecy of the Blessings of Joseph; The Nazarite 

Vow; Joseph is Separate from His Brothers; Joseph’s Bad Report; Joseph Takes Center 

Stage; Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors / Long Sleeves; The Abuse of Favored Siblings; 

Joseph’s Dreams; Shechem; Joseph is Seeking His Brothers; Joseph is Not and Thought 

to be Dead; Weeping for Joseph / Rachel’s Sons; Stop Crying They are Coming Back) 

September 28, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/the-joseph-saga/ 

 

(Part 10) The Joseph Saga – Part 2 (Love of and for the Father) (What Has Been is 

What Will Be; Sibling Rivalry; God’s Plan of Salvation; Joseph’s Key Role in the 

Redemption of His Family; Joseph is Thought to be Dead; Judah’s Sons and Tamar; 

Judah Impregnates Tamar; Joseph Advances in Authority and is Brought Low Again; The 

Cupbearer and the Baker; Joseph Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams; Seven Years of Plenty / 

Famine; Manasseh and Ephraim; Joseph Recognizes His Brothers and Tests Them; Jacob 

Sends Benjamin to Egypt; Judah Draws Near to Joseph to Save His Father; I Am Joseph 

Your Brother; This Thing is from God – It Has to Happen; Love and Concern for the 

Father Drives the Reunion; A Famine in the Land of Hearing the Words of YHVH; 

Joseph is Alive) 

October 5, 2019 – Ross Nichols 

Audio/Video Link: https://unitedisrael.org/joseph-saga-part-two-love-of-and-for-the-

father/ 

 

THIS WEEK IN TORAH 

 

OCTOBER 5, 2019 
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Additional pictures depicting this week’s Torah Portion VaYelech: “And He Went” 

(Deuteronomy 31:1 – 31:30) Moses takes leave, Joshua to succeed Moses, Hakhel / The 

king reads Deuteronomy, The reading of the law, Moses end draws near, The Torah as 

testimony, Joshua commissioned to lead Israel.  

“This Week in Torah” FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/571648826269105/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-UIWU Sukkot Camp (2019): (10 /18/19 – 10/20/19) 

https://uiwu.unitedisrael.org/sukkot-camp-meeting/ 

-Tanakh Tours of Israel 2019: (11/11/2019 – 11/19/2019) 

https://www.truth2u.org/tanakh-tour/ 

-Blossoming Rose Israel Tours (2019 – 2020): (Sep 2019, Oct 2019, Feb-Mar 2020) 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/ 

-Tabor & Nichols Israel Tour 2020 – Walking the Ancient Paths: 2/28/2020 – 3/10/2020 

https://blossomingrose.org/israel-tours/tabor-nichols-walking-the-ancient-path-tour-2020/ 

& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGyJyOmqCIs  

-UNCC Mt. Zion Archaeological Project, Dig Mt. Zion (2020): June/July 2020 

https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/  

 

UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION (UIWU) WEBSITES 

-UIWU Official Website: https://unitedisrael.org/ 

-UIWU YouTube Website: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq31WAlio9zC1eXDzrEVzlg/videos?view_as=public  
-UIWU Facebook Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedisraelworldunion/ 

-UIWU Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/unitedisrael/  

-UIWU President, Tabor Blog, Religion Matters from the Bible to the Modern World: 

https://jamestabor.com/  

-UIWU Executive Vice-President, Ralph Buntyn, “Remembering David Horowitz”: 

https://unitedisrael.org/category/remembering-david-horowitz/  

 

FRIENDS OF UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION 

-Blossoming Rose, Official Curator of Biblical Tamar Park: https://blossomingrose.org/ 

& https://www.facebook.com/groups/97078180601/?ref=group_browse  

-Kol Yehuda, A Voice from Judah, Connecting you to Israel: 

https://www.kolyehuda.com/ & https://www.facebook.com/groups/470824226357829/  

-Simcha Jacobovici: The Naked Archaeologist: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/57979546982/ 
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