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Not So Fast
A Yom Kippur Teaching
Yom Kippur begins, according to the Jewish Calendar, Tuesday evening at
sundown, September 18th. Here is an archived teaching about Yom Kippur
as you prepare for the solemnity of the day. This teaching is from Yom
Kippur, last year.
In this teaching, Ross shares some thoughts regarding Yom Kippur. This day
is known as the holiest day of the year. Many traditions have developed in
regards to the commemoration of the day. Synagogue attendance will
undoubtedly be higher, as many who do not regularly attend services will
show up to participate. Aside from the special customs practiced, there are
several passages from Scripture that will be publicly read. It is the message
of these passages that form the outline for this lesson. What do they tell us
about Yom Kippur? What message do they intend to convey? Working
through passages from the Torah and the prophets, Ross seeks to share the
essence of what it means to “afflict” one’s soul. One of the primary customs
of the day is a 24+ hour fast. Is this commanded? Is fasting enough? What
does God say about fasting? What are we to do, or not do on this day
according to the Bible? These, and many more questions are posed and
answered in this challenging and informative class.
Click the Facebook icon below to watch the video, or the green web link icon
to visit the United Israel Blog post associated with this teaching. On the
website you will find a short summary, the Facebook Video and an audio
player to listen to the class on MP3.

Jews praying in the Synagogue on Yom Kippur. (1878 painting by Maurycy Gottlieb)
Public Domain taken from Wikipedia

A Day to Deny Self

“On the tenth day of the seventh month is a Day of Atonement (Leviticus
23:26).” According to the Bible, this tenth day of the seventh month, which
begins on the evening of the ninth and lasts until the evening of tenth, shall
be a Sabbath of solemn rest on which we should “afflict” ourselves
(Leviticus 23:32). This day is considered the most holy day on the ancient
Hebrew calendar – a Holy of Holies! But what should we do on this day to set
it apart? What does it mean when it says to afflict our souls?
The primary texts that concern this holy day are found in the Torah
(Leviticus 16 and Leviticus 23:26-32). Leviticus 16 contains an ancient
ceremony performed by Israel’s High Priest. The central theme of the
ceremony and of the day is "atonement." “For on this day shall atonement be

ceremony and of the day is "atonement." “For on this day shall atonement be
made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean before YHVH from all your
sins. It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you and you shall afflict yourselves; it is
a statute forever (Leviticus 16:30-31).”
The word “atonement” is a translation of a Hebrew word ( )כפרthat occurs 14
times in Leviticus 16 alone. The basic meaning of this word is "to cover." So
this is literally a day of covering. What is it that is being covered on this day?
The covering associated with Yom Kippur refers to the sins of the people.
The ceremonies that brought about this “covering” involved two identical
goats: one that was killed and one that was led away into the wilderness
l’azazel (often translated as the “scapegoat”).
The detailed rituals and sacrifices described in the Torah for Yom Kippur
were principally carried out by Aaron, but there remains a point that was
then, and is now to be performed by all – citizens as well as the alien residing
with you (Leviticus 16:29 and Leviticus 23:30) – to “afflict” the soul. The
Hebrew here is anah ( )אנהand means, "to be bowed down, afflicted"
according to Brown Driver Briggs Hebrew Lexicon. Some translations
render this word as “deny yourself.” The word occurs twice in Leviticus 16
and three times in Leviticus 23 (Leviticus 16:29, 31; 23:27, 29, 32). This means
that this word occurs five times in the two passages that deal with Yom
Kippur.
Given this information, a key theme that emerges at this time is “selfdenial.” In the Bible, this word is associated with what we would call
“fasting.” Examples are found in Ezra 8:21-23 and Psalm 35:11-14.
During this time of year we should be focused on returning to God through
repentance. If we are to effect a change in our walk, we must turn to God and
His ways with all of our heart and soul. This repentance can include fasting
and mourning as we read in several passages, but it is not merely the
participation in a fast or in the refraining from certain activities that will put
one in right standing with God. The heart has to be right. I would encourage
everyone to read Isaiah 57:14 – 58:14. A careful reading of this passage
indicates that a true fast involves a focus on the needs of others as well as a
denial of self. When we learn to place the needs of others above our own
needs, we will begin to walk in the ways of righteousness.
Isaiah 57:14 And it shall be said, "Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove
every obstruction from my people's way." 15 For thus says the One who is
high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to
revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite. 16 For I
will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for the spirit would grow
faint before me, and the breath of life that I made. 17 Because of the iniquity
of his unjust gain I was angry, I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, but
he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart. 18 I have seen his ways,
but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort to him and his

but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort to him and his
mourners, 19 creating the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to the far and to the
near," says YHVH, "and I will heal him. 20 But the wicked are like the tossing
sea; for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt. 21 There is no
peace," says my God, "for the wicked." 58:1 "Cry aloud; do not hold back; lift
up your voice like a trumpet; declare to my people their transgression, to the
house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet they seek me daily and delight to know my
ways, as if they were a nation that did righteousness and did not forsake the
judgment of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they delight to
draw near to God. 3 'Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we
humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?' Behold, in the day of
your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. 4
Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist.
Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high. 5 Is
such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow
down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?
Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to YHVH? 6 "Is not this the fast
that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share
your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your
own flesh? 8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your
healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the
glory of YHVH shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and YHVH will
answer; you shall cry, and he will say, 'Here I am.' If you take away the yoke
from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, 10 if
you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted,
then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.
11 And YHVH will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched
places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 12 And your ancient ruins
shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in.
13 "If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on
my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of YHVH
honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own
pleasure, or talking idly; 14 then you shall take delight in YHVH, and I will
make you ride on the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of
Jacob your father, for the mouth of YHVH has spoken."
Beginning at sundown, September 18th, 2018, traditional Jews begin their fast
for Yom Kippur. In whatever way you commemorate the fast, consider well
the true meaning of anah. The ceremonial aspects of the day are not
currently practiced, but the heart of the matter is still required. Remember
that this is an eternal statute! We can still perform the weightier portion of
this day. Deny yourself. Afflict your soul. If we return to YHVH, He will
return to us. May your sins be forgiven. May they be cast into the depths of
the sea. “For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you.
You shall be clean before YHVH from all your sins. It is a Sabbath of solemn

You shall be clean before YHVH from all your sins. It is a Sabbath of solemn
rest to you and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever (Leviticus
16:30-31).”
Click the link below for the original post on our United Israel World Union
website.

Two Hairy Goats and the Day of
Covering

Being “washed in the blood of the lamb” has become a more appealing
cultural image to our minds than “washed in the blood of the hairy goat,”
but it seems that neither image, in connection to the removal or
“atonement” of sins, is related to the Day of Atonement or Covering.
One of the strangest ceremonies of ancient Israel was that carried out on
Yom Kippur (literally=”day of covering”) involving the mysterious choice
of “two hairy goats.” The ritual is described in Leviticus 16 in full detail and is
called “Yom Kipurrim,” in the plural: the “Day of Coverings.”
Two male goats were selected for Yom Kippur, one was “for YHVH” and the other
was “for Azazel.” Both are said to be “for a sin offering” (v. 5). One is slain and the
other is sent away into the wilderness. What has been confusing to many is that
both goats are spoken of as somehow providing “atonement,” or better translated
“covering.” So why the difference? Why two goats, essentially identical, rather
than one?

than one?

One common interpretation makes the two goats positive and negative, and
it is the case that Azazel in ancient Jewish texts (1 Enoch, etc.) is the name for
an “angel” who opposes YHVH. But if one is negative and one positive, how
can both provide “covering”? In looking more closely at the text one notices
that the first goat, the one that is “for YHVH,” that is slain, makes “covering
for the Holy Place because of the uncleanness of the people and because of
their transgressions, all their sins” (v. 16). In other words, the blood of that
goat is to cleanse the Tabernacle that has become unclean because of the
sins of the people, NOT to remove the sins of the people per se. In contrast,
the sins of the people themselves are put on the head of the live goat. That
goat is not killed, yet that goat too is spoken of as a “sin offering” (v.5)
,making atonement/covering (v. 10), and that goat “bears all their iniquities”
into a remote area. This distinction might be an important one in trying to
understand the meanings intended in this ancient ceremony.
Early Christians were able to find in the slain goat, given Paul’s
interpretation of the death of Jesus by crucifixion, a symbol of “Christ” dying
for the forgiveness of the sins of the people. The writer of the New
Testament book of Hebrews elaborates this point in great detail (Hebrews 9).
But there seems to be no reference in the text to the blood of the slain goat
related to the forgiveness of the sins of the people. The second goat, the one
sent away into the desert, is not dealt with at all in the interpretation given in
Hebrews, and yet in the biblical text of Leviticus that goat is clearly the “sin
bearer.”
The Christian overlay to this text is a significant obstacle to reading it with
new eyes. One often hears a quotation from the New Testament book of
Hebrews that asserts: “without the shedding of blood there is no remission
of sins”–a quotation that occurs nowhere in the Hebrew Bible or “Old
Testament.” Clearly such is not the case as this example of the “live goat”
makes clear. The goat that really “bears the sins” is the one sent away, into
the desert (v. 22). All the sins and iniquities and transgressions are put on the
head of this live goat and he is sent away to Azazel. The sending away of this
living goat effects the removal of the sins of the people. What this implies
then is that in this ancient ceremony the ultimate “covering” of sins that
comes on Yom Kippur is not by the shedding of blood but by casting far away,
away from the camp of the living to the desert places where Azazel and the
demons dwell. This means that the main image of “atonement” or
covering on this day is not that of an animal slain for the forgiveness of
sins, but the removal of sins from the land of the living.
The rabbis seem to pick up on this in arranging the Haftarah readings for
Yom Kippur. There are the special supplementary readings from the
Prophets. First, the story of Jonah is read, which is a story of an entire city
being saved from destruction because of repentance from sin. Then Micah
7:18-20 is read, where sins are cast away into the depths of the sea. Being
“washed in the blood of the lamb” has become a more appealing cultural

“washed in the blood of the lamb” has become a more appealing cultural
image to our minds than “washed in the blood of the hairy goat,” but it
seems that neither image, in connection to the removal or “atonement” of
sins, is related to the Day of Atonement or Covering.
Click the link below for the original post on our United Israel World Union
website.

Please Pray for those affected by Hurricane Florence.

From the Torah

The Torah reading this week is Ha-Azinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-52). The
prophetic readings associated with Torah Reading Ha-Azinu is found in II
Samuel 22:1-51.

Samuel 22:1-51.
"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel"
(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).

Facebook and YouTube Links for
Hebrew Torah Reading Team

Video Promo Tabor - Nichols Tour!

Secure Your Seat Today!

Final Words - End of Torah
Torah Reading Va Yelech
In this class, Ross takes a look at the end of the Torah as described in the
Torah itself. He introduces his audience to what he terms a horizontal
reading of the Torah’s stories and shows a distinction between this method
and the more popular vertical reading of the texts. He examines several
accounts found within the Torah describing either similar events, or the
same event and uses these to weave together the full story of the last
interchange between Moses and God. In this class, Ross shares the final
words of Moses to YHVH, and the final words of YHVH to Moses, and
thereby lays the foundation for the two final Torah readings in
Deuteronomy. This class then, is the first of a three part series on Final
Words-End of Torah.
The social media icons below will take you to the videos of this teaching on
Facebook and YouTube. The green link will take you to the blog post on our
website where you will find a short summary, the video files, and an audio
player.

Featured Photo of the Week

Drawing by Mashik Gulst: Retrieved from StandWithUs Facebook Page

I woke up early this morning, and the first thing I read in my news feed was a
post by Yoel Halevi that said, "Ari Fuld was murdered this morning at Gush
Etzion junction." I became aware of Ari's work through my friend Jono
Vandor. Ari was a champion for truth. He worked tirelessly to confront the
enemies of his people.
A terrorist stabbed Ari in the back and ran. Even though mortally wounded,

A terrorist stabbed Ari in the back and ran. Even though mortally wounded,
Ari chased after his assailant. A video of the incident posted on the web
show Ari leaping over obstacles and firing his weapon at the terrorist.
Ari succumbed to his wounds. He leaves behind a grieving family.
May his life be for a blessing, and May HaShem Yinkom damo.
Videos and other information about Ari's life work can be found on his
Israel Defense Page.
You can also find an archive of his radio shows on Israel News Talk Radio.

The Movie/Stage Production
“Moses”
A Review by Jon Langberg

Released by: The Sights & Sounds Theater Production Group
Contains:
This portrays a version of the story of Moses
Summary
Theater production of the story of Moses……mostly.
Author’s Review & Grade:
Moses is the stage play that was filmed at a "Sights & Sounds Theater." Sights
& Sounds Theater Production Group is a Christian group. In and of itself that
is not an issue for me when attending a movie. After all one goes to a movie
to be entertained. The play was a quality production for its acting and special
effects. The filming of the play almost makes you forget it was a film but
would be better seen firsthand at one of the two Sights & Sounds Theater
locations. For the most part, you actually felt like you were experiencing the
play at the stage production. The movie is still showing in numerous
theaters around the country with a last scheduled showing on the 20th of
September.
The down side for me was - This portrays a Christian version of the story of
Moses. I was willing to go with literary license of a stage production until the
last scene. In the last scene they depict God carving the tablets with the “Ten
Words” and they are read aloud in English. At that point Moses says to the
narrator of the voice for God,…(paraphrased), “this is too hard to do.” God
replies, “I know and someday in the future I will send you my son to……”
(Pause…..Breathe). OK, as a student of the scriptures I have to say at that
point they went too far, even with literary license. At that point, I felt like the
Jewish father in the movie “Fiddler on the Roof.” I just couldn’t yield that
much ground.

On a 1 to 5 scale, I give this movie a 3. Why a three you ask? Well, part of a
movie or story, if done well, should evoke an emotional response. On that
count with me they had a real bell ringer. This is not the kind of movie I
would show for movie night but those that read this might want to see it for
themselves at the theater.

Editor Prepares for Israel

It is time for me to go back to Israel! That’s right, I am heading back to the
Holy Land, albeit a bit sooner than I had expected. This will be my 11th trip
overall, and my third this calendar year. I was already booked to go back the
first week of November to volunteer at Biblical Tamar Park along with the
Coles and Tylers. After the volunteer week, the Coles and Tylers will be
touring the land together, and I will be co-leading the 4th Tanakh Tour with
Jono Vandor and Tovia Singer. Jon and Linden Langberg and Gerri Harris
will be with me on that tour. If this would have been the extent of the news I
had to share, it would have been enough, but there is more to share.
The Blossoming Rose team, which runs Biblical Tamar Park in the
wilderness, contacted me a few weeks ago and said they had some vacancies
in the Biblical Tamar Park supervisor position and they asked me if I could
cover a vacancy from September 27th - October 10th. I consulted with some
of the members of the UI leadership team and it was mutually agreed that I
should make the trip. We agreed that I would teach as usual via the Internet

on Saturday mornings, and that I would put the Bulletin out regularly while I
am away.
When I checked the calendar, I realized that leaving a couple of days early
would put me in the land for Sukkot. I quickly determined that this was
providential, as I’ve always wanted to be in the land for the feast. And so....I
am now scheduled to fly to Israel on September 23rd, returning on
November 20th - a total of 58 days, my longest time in the land. Six weeks of
this will be in the Wilderness, more than the Biblical 40-day period, which I
see as both symbolic and inspiring. I will have some time to reconnect with
long-time friends and plan to spend some of my solitude in the wilderness
working on a book that I have wanted to write since 2009. I am hoping that
the stillness of the desert will inspire me to complete it finally!
Other significant, or better stated - providential meetings and events have
materialized since I decided to make this extended trip. I will be spending
some time in the sukkah of award-winning journalist, producer, director and
author Simcha Jacobovici before my trip to the desert, and meeting with
some key people in the heartland of Israel about a project that is sure to
excite all lovers of Israel. More on this will be shared at a later point.
I am convinced as I write this, that this trip will be beneficial for many, and I
am looking forward to sharing it with all of you in every way possible. My
prayer is that God will bless this trip, and that every step I take in the Land of
Israel, will bring glory and honor to His Name, His Land, His People, and
United Israel World Union! May the blessings of heaven rest upon all of you!
In His Service, Ross

Latest Episode of IOMM with Jono
Vandor and Ross Nichols
In this episode your hosts cover several news stories related to the US
Administration’s pressure on the Palestinian Authority meant to bring them
to the negotiating table. They relate a few unexpected holiday greetings to
Jews around the world. They also discuss hair pieces – from wigs for the
religious, to a couple of marketing ideas that may or may not catch on. This
and MORE in this week’s show. Don’t miss Peace Talks and Hair Pieces –
the latest from Jono and Ross!

Listen to the Show

Support United Israel World Union

For those who wish to donate to United Israel, please visit our Donate Page.
United Israel World Union, INC, is a 501 (c) 3 Non-Profit. All contributions
are tax deductible. Your financial support enables us to do all that we do. You
can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.
We provide all that we do at no charge, trusting that those who benefit
from our work, and who are able to do so, will support the work
financially. In this way, everyone who wants to learn can do so.
We appreciate your interest in, and support of UIWU.

Donate to United Israel World Union, Inc.

The Book of David

David Horowitz: Dean of United Nations Press Corps and
Founder: United Israel World Union
by Ralph Buntyn

For 10 years, author Ralph Buntyn spent many hours with renowned United
Nations correspondent and United Israel founder David Horowitz. They
engaged in lengthy discussions about his foundational views drawn from his
experience and unique vantage point in the two world bodies. The Book of
David is based on his personal notes, extensive archival records and
reflections from these conversations.
Pre-order the Hardcover Edition Today!
ISBN: 978-1-63051-584-3
$28.95

Pre-Order The Book of David
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