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The Storytellers
The 40th installment of author Ralph Buntyn's, Remembering David

Horowitz

1985 was the year of the author. A boat ride up the Hudson River became the
setting for an unusual book launch and the backdrop for a later release of
two more significant publications. A congressman revealed his fascination
with the Hebrew language and ancient faith, and “Operation Wooden Leg”
was launched by the State of Israel on a target 1,280 miles away.

Don’t miss the latest episode of the “Remembering David Horowitz” series
titled: “The Storytellers.”

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Funitedisrael.org%2Fcategory%2Fremembering-david-horowitz%2F
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Professor James D Tabor
Reports from Mount Zion

Let the digging begin!

Yesterday, June 17th, we officially kicked off our Mt Zion 2018 dig season. We
are only doing two weeks this year with a limited staff and a selected group
of our UNC Charlotte students. It is an amazing group, hard working, excited,
and dedicated to making great progress this year towards our publication.
Our new Loy H. Witherspoon Mt Zion Archaeological Headquarters is
looking fantastic with the finds from Suba and Mt Zion all organized going
back to the 1970s. More on that and everything else soon but I just wanted to
offer this short update. Ella Andrews has already begun our exciting work of
pottery restoration. Much more to come!

We are in need of funds. Contributions are tax deductible. Checks are made
to “UNC Charlotte Foundation” and marked “Friends of Mt Zion” in the
memo line. They should be mailed ATTN: ALI DUBOIS , CAMERON 174 , UNC
Charlotte, 9201 University City Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28223.

MUCH MORE TO COME! We will be posting updates along the way and also
updating our web site. Click the button below to stay in the know!

Dig Mount Zion Site

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdigmountzion.com%2F


United Israel's Facebook Page -
Five Star Ratings!

We invite readers of the Bulletin to go to our Facebook Page and provide us
with a Five-Star Rating and a review. Several have already done this and we
appreciate it! Higher ratings actually help us to reach more people and so we
are requesting that those who find our materials to be beneficial, to rate and
review us. Click the button below to see what others have said in their
review, and while you are there, rate us (preferably 5 stars), and leave a short
review.

Rate and Review UIWU

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funitedisrael%2Freviews%2F
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Watch the Promo Video for the Tour!

Tabor - Nichols 2019 Israel Tour
Seats are filling for our upcoming tour. You do not want to miss this
opportunity to join Prof. James D. Tabor and Biblical teacher Ross Nichols for
an exclusive tour of the Holy Land the first week of March 2019.

The tour dates are March 1-12, 2019. The cost for the land package is $2,795.

Don't delay; sign up today!

Secure your seat today!

Harbinger-Messages from the First
and the Last

In this teaching, Ross covers a phrase found in Isaiah to describe the True
and Living God – namely; The First and the Last. He begins the teaching by
stressing that presently, many hold to belief in other gods, but that
ultimately the entire world will recognize the oneness of YHVH. He shows
that the goal and meaning of history, according to the words of the Hebrew
Bible, is to advance the One God and His way, and thus to bring in the
Kingdom of God on earth. As Ross works through the relevant texts, he
shows that the Hebrew Bible contains a gospel message – that is to say, a
message of good news that is seldom proclaimed. He further shows that it is

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fblossomingrose.org%2Fisrael-tours%2Ftabor-nichols-tour-2019%2F


message of good news that is seldom proclaimed. He further shows that it is
evident from the words of YHVH’s messengers, and that these messengers
are consistent from the first one to the last ones since they bear the eternal
message of YHVH – the First and the Last. Check it out. Here is a link to the
blog entry on the United Israel website. You can also watch the archived
video on our Facebook Page, or on our newly revamped YouTube Page (links
below).

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Funitedisrael.org%2Fharbinger-messages-from-the-first-and-the-last%2F
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From the Torah
The Torah reading this week, for those who follow the annual cycle of
readings is Chukkat (Numbers 19:1-22:1). The associated Prophet reading is
found in Judges 11:1-33.

"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel"

(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).

Hashtags and Harleys - Latest
Israel on My Mind Show

Here is the link to the latest podcast by Jono Vandor and Ross Nichols from
their weekly internet radio show, Israel on My Mind. This program
showcases the ‘good news’ stories from Israel, awesome Israeli technical
inventions, and other stories of interest for the many people who support
Israel. And if you are calling Israel (the people and the land) home, whether
you are a Jew or a Gentile supporter of Israel, you will love this show!

In this episode, Jono and Ross spend some time covering news stories
related to Twitter. Roseanne Barr is back in news for her troubling tweets.
Nation of Islam hatemonger, Louis Farrakhan loses his blue check for
tweeting hate to Jews, and Iranians hashtag solidarity with Israel. Saudi
Arabian women prepare for the lifting of the driving ban, De Niro causes a

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fisraelnewstalkradio.com%2Fcategory%2Fisrael-on-my-mind%2F


Arabian women prepare for the lifting of the driving ban, De Niro causes a
little stir at the Tonys, and Giuliani goes wild in Jerusalem. Don’t miss
Hashtags and Harleys!

Hashtags and Harleys

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fisraelnewstalkradio.com%2Fhashtags-and-harleys-israel-on-my-mind-audio


The 4th Month on the Jewish
Calendar-Tammuz Part One

From the Mountaintop of the Sinai Experience to Babylon
And the Descent to the Depths of the Valley

Part of an Ongoing Series entitled Hidden Sparks Beneath the Surface

 Elisheva Tavor aka Betty Tabor Givin

All of the months are interrelated each connecting to the next in the
cycle of the seasons, the ‘round’ of the year…set up by the Creator from
the beginning for our benefit to make up what we call time…each is
significant to the whole…and each carries within it a special spark that
lies hidden beneath the surface, waiting to be discovered…to connect us
deeper to Him. This month with its abominable name and its dark
history, although challenging is no exception! We just have to dig
deeper to find the sparks!

It is easy to see HaShem in the dramatic fire of Sinai, but it is a whole other
level of maturity to see Him in the midst of difficult circumstances when we
feel the darkness encompassing round about us. This has been the
prevailing mood in the hearts and minds of many a Jew throughout history
when it comes to this month. So let us educate ourselves and rise to meet
whatever challenges we face this coming month.

The Origin of the Name
Speaking of this 4th month Rebbetzin Tziporah Heller in an article on
aish.com entitled Tammuz: Forces of Nature says this: “This month is
named after the ancient Babylonian sun god (Ezekiel 8:14). I can’t say that if I
were selecting names for Jewish months that this is the first one that would
have come to mind. In fact, it seems the opposite of what the entire concept
the Hebrew calendar is about. Each month offers us the opportunity for
growth and renewal. Idol worship is pagan and limiting. Invoking the name
of a central figure in a cult that worshipped the sun as the source of all
energy seems somehow retrogressive. (Tammuz: Forces of Nature;
aish.com)

My choice of words would be a bit stronger here. The Prophet Ezekiel calls
the worship of this idolatrous god abominable when HaShem shows him the
chilling vision of the wicked abominations being committed…first of the
elders of the House of Israel burning incense in the dark and saying,
“HaShem sees us not; HaShem has forsaken the land; “and then the
women sitting in the Holy Temple weeping over Tammuz followed by more
of the men with their backs toward the temple prostrating themselves
before the sun! (Ezekiel 8:11-16) 



before the sun! (Ezekiel 8:11-16) 

This pagan god they were worshipping was originally a Sumerian sun-god,
called Dumuzu and was the husband of Ishtar who corresponds to Aphrodite
of the Greeks, the Queen of Heaven and had made its way into Babylon.
Considering the disgraceful and licentious rites with which the cult was
celebrated, it is no wonder that Ezekiel should have taken this vision of the
men committing their abominable acts and the women weeping for
Tammuz in the temple as one of the greatest abominations that could defile
the Holy House.

Why a Babylonian god’s name on the Jewish Calendar?
How did the name of this Babylonian god find its way into the Jewish
calendar? The Jerusalem Talmud tells us it “came up (to Israel) with (the
returnees) from Babylon, “in approximately 350 BCE. (Rosh Hashanah 1:2)

Knowing its origin the question becomes why after returning from Babylon
did the Jews continue using the name of this pagan god instead of following
the original Biblical system of the 1st month, the 2nd month, the 3rd month,
the 4th month, etc.? 

Rabbi Menachem Posner in an article on Chabad.org entitled, “Why
Babylonian Names for Jewish Months,” states that Nachmanides suggests
that it is to help us remember that HaShem brought us out of Babylon. He
references verses from the prophet Jeremiah (Jer.16:14) which read
“Therefore, behold days are coming says HaShem when it shall no more
be said, As HaShem lives that brought the children of Yisrael out of
Mitzrayim, but, as HaShem lives, that brought up the children of
Yisrael from the land of the north…” which he refers to as Babylon.

It appears that this event is also a reference to a larger more widespread
future redemption; for the remainder of the verse includes deliverance not
only from the land of the north (Babylon), but also deliverance “from all the
lands into which He had driven them…and concludes with a promise that
He “would bring them back into their land that He gave to their
fathers.” This same passage is repeated almost word for word a few
chapters later in Jeremiah 23:7.

The article by Rabbi Posner goes on to suggest that by using the original
numeric ordering system for the months with Nissan being the 1st month
and all of the succeeding months to follow, we are recalling how many
months since the Exodus from Egypt but we need also to remember our
deliverance from Babylon. When we were delivered from captivity we
started using the names that we became used to using while there. And now,
he says “these names served to remind us that G-d has redeemed us from
this second exile.”

Certainly we would need to remember the deliverance from the Babylonian



Certainly we would need to remember the deliverance from the Babylonian
exile, but do we also not need to look forward to a future redemption as
spoken of in these passages in Jeremiah and all through the prophetic
writings? And do we need to name a month after a pagan god in order to
remember our deliverance? HaShem warns through His prophet Moshe
that we should not even allow the name of a pagan god to pass our lips.
“Regarding everything that I have said to you, be careful. The name of
the gods of others you shall not mention nor shall it be heard through
your mouth.” (Exodus 23:13) HaShem is a jealous G-d; we are to have no
other gods before Him!

Why Babylonian Captivity?
To see things as they really are we first need to ask why Judah was taken into
Babylonian captivity in the first place. Reading through the prophets, the
answer is clear. The people of the land were steeped in idolatry and refused
to listen to the warnings to return to G-d. Sadly all these repeated warnings
fell on deaf ears…first the Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken into
Assyrian captivity and dispersed. Subsequently less than 200 years later the
Southern kingdom of Judah not having learned from her sister
Israel’s demise was also taken away…taken to Babylon, a place where
idolatry was rampant. In the heartbreaking words of the weeping prophet
Jeremiah, we read, “and yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has
not returned unto Me with her whole heart, but in pretense, saith
YHVH,” backsliding Israel hath proved herself more righteous than
treacherous Judah.”( Jer 3:10-11).

Events Associated with This Month - Five Destructive Elements 
There are many events recorded in Jewish tradition and history that
occurred during this month, but there are five major ones that stand out. 

(1) 1st Tablets were broken as a result of the Golden Calf Incident
(2) Jerusalem Walls were breached on17th Tammuz
(3) Romans placed an idol in the Holy Temple
(4) Daily offerings could no longer continue
(5)The Romans burned a Torah scroll

Given these horrific events, Rebbetzin Heller referenced in her article above
asks a question, “Does this mean that the month of Tammuz is a “bad
month? “ She says no but refers to it as “a month of challenge and
confrontation. Without challenge, there is no growth. Without
confrontation, there is no way to see things as they are.”

Is it possible that part of the reason for all these tragic events associated with
this 4th month down through history is due to the fact that instead of putting
Babylon behind them when they were freed and allowed to return to their
own land, that the people took the name of the Babylonian god with them…
and the repercussions of this have affected us even up to the present? We
may never know, but it is certainly a question to consider and then to
confront whatever challenges may arise.



confront whatever challenges may arise.

Meeting the Challenge of the Month
I propose that we concentrate on the present for that is really all that we in
actuality have; but as we start here with the present let us keep in mind the
history of the tragic events of this month so that we can learn from them; but
let us also look ahead to the promise of the future and all the while be aware
of just Who is in charge.

Each person on our planet was created with a uniqueness all our own, a
thumbprint so to speak unlike any other. Each was created in the image of
HaShem our G-d and Creator, YHVH, the One and Only G-d above all gods!
We each have a ‘spark’ a little ‘piece’ of the Divine within that connects us
to our Creator, our Source.

I would like to propose a challenge, one that will help to fortify us for the
coming month so that we can stand strong and resolute…Nitzavim!

Nitzavim – from Devarim/Deuteronomy 29 describes how the Children of
Israel stood before HaShem at Mt. Sinai. The meaning of this word was
vividly demonstrated to me by the reaction of 6’4” Uri Ben Ari, a secular Jew
and head of the American sector of a large Israeli cosmetic company that I
worked for a number of years ago. When I told Mr. Ben Ari that Nitzavim
was the Torah portion being read in synagogues the week of my conversion,
he abruptly arose from his casual sitting position and stood upright, straight
and tall…all 6’4” inches of him, and said, “Nitzavim! Nitzavim! Stand tall,
stand firm!!! That is the message to you, Betty…to all of us… that is what
we must do!”

Yes, stand firm! Know Before Whom We Stand! These words are often
inscribed above the Ark containing the Torah in the synagogues. These are
beautiful words, but how do we practically live them out day by day?

The First Step
Come home…come home to yourself, come home to who you are, to your
true essence, your authentic self…not the self you perceive or desire others
to see, but the self that HaShem sees, the self that He created you to be…

In the words of Devarim 4:39, we find the riveting words, “Know today and
return it to your hearts that HaShem He is G-d!” If we are instructed to
“return it to our hearts,” the implication is that it was once in our hearts,
correct? So was it in utero as the sages suggest? We know that when
HaShem created us, He placed a pure soul within us, a spirit that will one day
return to Him. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

One of the long established tenets of Judaism is that we answer a question
with a question, so let’s ask. How do we “come home” to the pure soul that
HaShem created us to be? How do we “return “that concept to our hearts?
What does it entail?



What does it entail?

One of my longtime favorite concepts that HaShem placed in my head long
before I knew anything about Torah is the term G-d Consciousness. I truly
believe that this is the key to not only knowing HaShem, but to knowing
ourselves…to becoming transparent  before Him. But how to we get to that
place where we have that Divine Consciousness, where we bring Him into
every aspect of our lives and are transparent before HaShem? If we bring it
down a level, how do we get to know another human being? If I wanted to get
to know you, what would you suggest that I do?

Spend time with you, listen to you, and learn what is important to you…
what makes you happy, what hurts you, what you like to do, etc. This is
communication, right? And communication goes both ways. So how do we
carry on this communication with our Creator?

First, we have to get to Know Him and in knowing Him, acknowledge His
Oneness. One way is through reading His Word and letting it penetrate into
our hearts, our minds, our souls…and taking these words with us throughout
the day and praying with King David, “Open my eyes HaShem that I may
behold wondrous things in your Torah.” (Psa 119:18) When we study
Torah, HaShem talks to us

When we meditate and pray, we talk to HaShem. Rav Dror says that when we
pray, we need to talk to HaShem like we talk to our best friend…we open
ourselves up…we become transparent…we bare our souls so to speak before
Him, but He already knows us through and through…so what is the purpose
really of prayer, of meditation? It is to draw us out of ourselves and our
perception of who we are and to help us come to grips with our true selves,
so that we can be honest and humble as we walk before Him. (Micah 6:8)

It is to bring us to that “Secret Place,” under the Wings of the Almighty, the
place described so eloquently in Psalm 91, where in the midst of darkness
and distress, we can know with full assurance that He is there with because
we have given ourselves to Him and are devekut (stuck like glue), bonded
to Him. He is our Protector, but He is also our Assurance and our Mainstay
(from the Weekday Amidah or Standing Prayer found in the siddur, the
Jewish prayer book).

We each have our own “secret place,” not a physical place, but a spiritual
place deep inside ourselves, a place where Rabbi Jonathan Sacks calls the
place “ where Heaven and Earth touch,”that special place where we can
communicate with our Creator, the place where our spark is once again
reignited, rekindled as we connect with Him. My secret place is not the
same as yours, nor yours the same as mine. But when we are there, we are
home. The world around us may be in turmoil, but we are at peace.

But how do we maintain this when the storms hit? We stay in Torah and
wrap our days in prayer…as if we are wrapping ourselves in a giant tallit, in



wrap our days in prayer…as if we are wrapping ourselves in a giant tallit, in
His tallit, His covering and being protected beneath the Shadow of His
Wings! We invite Him into our lives…beginning in the morning light and
continuing through the day, ending with the Bedtime Shema at night. As the
darkness encompasses us we are not afraid for we know He is with us.

Seeing in the Dark –Transforming the Darkness into Light

Kabbalah teaches that each month of the Jewish year has a Hebrew letter as
its counterpart .This 4th month named after the Babylonian sun god has as
its counterpart, the letter chet and has the concept sight associated with it.
To find out the significance, we look at the first place this letter is found in
the Torah. We find it in the first few verses and see that it is associated with
the word chochech, darkness. Given the name of this month and the tragic
historical events associated with it, is it any wonder? Yet notice what comes
after the darkness…

In Beresheit 1:1 we read, “ In the beginning Elokim created the heavens
and the earth. And the earth was void and without form and darkness/
chochech was on the face of the deep. And a wind from Elokim moved
over the surface of the waters. And Elokim said, Let there be light and
there was light. And Elokim saw the light that it was good, and Elokim
separated the light from the darkness. And Elokim called the light Day,
and the darkness He called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, one day.”

The light always follows the darkness! Question…was Light existent before
HaShem spoke it into being? Yes of course, for HaShem is Light and He
always existed… He was just hidden… a concept brought out so beautifully
in the poignant lyrics of the-well known song, Adon Olam. This is a crucial
lesson for us as darkness and light are a part of each day. HaShem is our
light, even in the darkness! “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path.”(Psalm 119:16)

In the poetic words of King David beginning in Psalm 6:7 and continuing
through verse 10 we read, “I am weary with groaning all the night. I
make my bed to swim. I water my couch with my tears”…”yet HaShem
has heard my weeping, He receives my prayers!” King David had found
the “secret place” to meet with His Creator. I believe he knew that darkness
is really only an illusion. It is merely the absence of light…the Light is there,
it is just hidden…

We must learn to SEE in the DARK…past the darkness! The question is how?
How do we do that? We do that by maintaining that G-d Consciousness
which helps us to keep in mind that in the midst of the darkest night there is
the promise of the coming of each new morning; and with the morning, the
light will reappear!

HaShem said that “it is not good for man to be alone.” He placed us in



HaShem said that “it is not good for man to be alone.” He placed us in
families and provides us with friends and communities for a reason. By
acknowledging that His light is there, we can let it light up the darkness
around us. With just one little spark coming from one little candle we can
light up a whole room! When my world is dark you can bring in your light
and it will shine and light up my darkness; and when your world is dark, I
can do the same for you…and together with the help of HaShem we can light
up the entire world!

It is easy to see HaShem in the dramatic fire of Sinai, but it is a whole
other level of maturity to see Him in the darkness! This is our challenge
for the upcoming months…the 4th month and the 5th month…the saddest
two months in Jewish history…

So let us hold hands and strive together and encourage one another to learn
to see in the dark, to delve deep and discover those “hidden sparks beneath
the surface” so that even the slightest sliver of good becomes visible to us in
the midst of the darkness; and we through the help of HaShem can lean on
one another and have the strength to rise and shine and transform the
darkness that has characterized this month through the ages into light!

United Israel Classes on iTunes
Readers of the Bulletin may be aware that our classes are available in audio
and video formats on our main site, United Israel Facebook Page, and the
United Israel YouTube page, but did you know that we are also on iTunes?
You can subscribe to United Israel's on iTunes. Click the iTunes button
below to subscribe, and if you have the time, please rate and review United
Israel World Union while you are there.

UIWU on iTunes

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Funited-israel-world-union%2Fid1154328427


Services Simulcasted to Facebook
and YouTube

As a reminder, our Saturday morning teachings are now simulcasted to our
United Israel Facebook Page and our United Israel YouTube channel. Classes
begin every Saturday morning at 10:30 AM CST. We hope that readers of the
Bulletin are able to join us live using the platform of their choice. These
videos are archived at the respective Social Media pages each week after the
live events. Like and follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube
channel to receive notifications of all future videos. Click the social media
icons below to visit our pages!

Join Jono, Ross and Tovia on
Tanakh Tour Four!

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funitedisrael%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=104219&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fc%2FUnitedisraelOrg


Tanakh Tour Four!
Join Jono Vandor, Ross Nichols and Tovia Singer for their fourth Tanakh Tour
of Israel. The popular tour is scheduled from November 11-19, 2018 and is
already filling up.

There are still a few spots left. In order to secure your seat, go to our tour
page, watch the promo video, read the testimonials, check out the photo
galleries of past tours and then pay your deposit to guarantee your seat on
the tour! Do it soon before all the available seats are taken. Here is the link.

Support United Israel World Union
For those who wish to donate to United Israel, please visit our Donate Page.
United Israel World Union, INC, is a 501 (c) 3 Non-Profit. All contributions

are tax deductible. Your financial support enables us to do all that we do. You
can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.

We provide all that we do at no charge, trusting that those who benefit
from our work, and who are able to do so, will support the work
financially. In this way, everyone who wants to learn can do so.

We appreciate your interest in, and support of UIWU.

Donate to United Israel World Union, Inc.

Submitting Content to the Bulletin
According to the original Constitution and By-Laws of United Israel World
Union, Inc., the Bulletin is to "serve as the main organ of the corporation and
the chief medium of unification for all members and units of United Israel
World Union Inc. It will contain important Bible data and messages of
current interest." The same document states that "members are invited to
contribute correspondence and data for the Bulletin."

Do you have an article, an item of interest, a prayer request, an
announcement for our readers, or other newsworthy material? Feel free to
submit them for review and possible inclusion in a future edition of the UI
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