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Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem by David Roberts

Between the Straights
We are in the midst of a 3 week period, beginning on the 17th day of the 4th
month and leading up to the 9th day of the 5th month (9 Av). This period is
called Bein HaMetzarim (Between the Straights). According to the Mishna
(Taanit 4:6), several calamities befell the people of Israel on the 17th day of
the 4th month. According to tradition, it was on this day that:
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Moses broke the two tablets,
The daily sacrifices ceased in the 1st Temple,
The walls of Jerusalem were breached in 2nd Temple times,
Roman leader Apostomus burned a scroll of the Torah, and an idol was
erected in the 1st Temple.

The Ninth of Av (Tisha B’Av), according to Jewish tradition, is a “day upon
which, in the words of the Talmud, ‘disasters recurred again and again to
the Jewish people.'”

According to Jewish Tradition:

Both temples were destroyed on the 9th of Av.
Betar, the defeat of the last stronghold of Bar Kochba took place on the
9th of Av.
The Decree that the Children of Israel would not enter the land
because of the 12 spies incident occurred on the 9th of Av.
The plowing of Jerusalem in 136 CE happened on the 9th of Av.
The expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492 was issued on this fateful
day!
The book of Lamentations is read during this time and aside from Yom
Kippur, it is the only 24 hour fast observed by the Jewish people.

The Bible provides two dates for the destruction of the 1st Temple. In 2 Kings
25:8-9 it says that this took place on the 7th, while the prophet Jeremiah says
that it happened on the 10th (Jeremiah 52:12). This is reconciled in the
sources by stating that the final phases of the destruction began on the 7th
and by the 10th it was completely ruined.

But Why?

Jewish sources relate that the 1st Temple was ultimately destroyed because
the people committed three major sins: murder, idolatry and immorality.
The 2nd Temple, we are told, was destroyed because of the sin of Sinat
Chinam (Hatred without cause).

Based upon the point that both Temples were destroyed, but for the different
reasons listed above, the conclusion reached was that baseless hatred was
equal to the three sins of murder, idolatry and immorality.

A fast was established in the fifth month to commemorate the fall of the
Temple. The purpose of this fast (or any fast) is called into question by God in
Zechariah (see Zechariah 7:1-7), and then later a prediction is given that these
times of sorrow will be turned to joy and gladness (Zechariah 8:18ff). If
hatred without cause led to destruction and sorrow, then seemingly love
without cause can lead to restoration, joy and gladness.



Mourning over the destruction of the Temple has occupied the religious
during these three weeks since biblical times. Perhaps it is time to begin to
work on the root problem that led to the calamitous events associated with
this three week period. Perhaps it is time to pursue love without cause.

Former political prisoner and Israeli Minister Natan Sharansky.

Fear No Evil
The latest installment of Ralph Buntyn's Remembering David Horowitz Series

Natan Sharansky just turned 70 years of age. After entering Israeli politics
he famously remarked: “I first went to prison and only then did I enter
politics, rather than the other way around.” In his article “Fear No Evil,”
Ralph Buntyn recalls his personal encounter not once, but twice, with the
human rights hero who made the unusual journey from the gulag to the
Israeli Knesset. As we celebrate the 242nd anniversary of our season of
independence, read Ralph’s account of engaging an extraordinary person
who’s life and journey reminds us of why we celebrate our freedom, in his
latest article:  “Fear No Evil.”

Read - Fear No Evil
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Photos: (Left) The Editor talks with Ambassador David Friedman and
his wife Tammy. (Right) David and Patty Tyler speaking with the

Ambassador.

UI Leaders Meet Ambassador
David Friedman

Officers and Board members of United Israel World Union had the privilege
of meeting US Ambassador to Israel, David Friedman and his wife Tammy at
a special event in Jerusalem's King David Hotel. David and Patty Tyler, Dr.
James Tabor, and Ross Nichols attended the event, which celebrated US and
Israeli friendship. The focus of the celebration was a night to honor first
responders and law enforcement of both countries. Patty Tyler sang the
National Anthems of the US as well as Israel, and did a fantastic job. Everyone
in attendance was moved by her performance.



Ambassador Friedman speaking with Patty Tyler after her
performance.



Ross Nichols in Training with classmates

Security in Israel Course
June 23-30, I participated in a course designed by the Israeli group, ASTI
(Advanced Security Training Institute). Completion of the course provided
opportunities for me to work in potential consulting jobs with David and
Patty Tyler, but it will also benefit all who tour Israel with me in the future.

I have always felt that Israel is totally safe, despite what one might see in the
media. This course has convinced me of the superiority of Israeli security
and of the extreme measures that Israel takes to ensure the safety and
security of its citizens as well as the millions of tourists that visit every year.

The course provided participants with an overview of systems, best
practices, and the personnel, all working together to create a safe and secure
Israel.

The course was titled, Counter Terrorism & Cyber Security - Detection,
Prevention, Response & Recovery.

We received lectures by leaders in various disciplines and fields related to
security and counter terrorism. We visited sites across the entire land of
Israel, and received on location lectures about the security measures. In
addition to an increased awareness of security measures, I made many
contacts and made friends with many of the senior people whose job it is to
make Israel safe and secure.

During the course, I visited a shipyard, Israel's largest mall, a chemical plant,
the Gaza border, Fire and Police stations, command centers across the
country, Hospitals, Emergency response centers, markets and many of the
key tourist sites. I went behind the scenes to inspect security at the airport. I
went inside the Police station of the Old City where I witnessed first hand the
monitoring of more than 450 cameras strategically placed throughout the
Old City.

As a result of attending this course, I feel that participants who tour Israel
with me are even safer. I will be sharing what I learned with participants of
all the tours of which I am a part. Why not check out my personal website's
Tour Israel Page today and sign up!

The Tanakh Tour with Jono Vandor, Tovia Singer and I has only 2 seats left,
but the Tabor - Nichols Tour and my own Faith and Works Tour have several
openings each. Read about the available tours at the button below.

Tour Israel with Ross
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Teach the Sons of Judah the Bow
During a week-long training course with Advanced Security Training
Institute, sponsored by David and Patty Tyler's company AAC, the Editor
participated in a day of tactical training with IDF Special Forces soldiers. This
day of training was exciting and informative. We learned various techniques
used by the Israelis to thwart terror attacks and to respond to those which
could not be avoided.

The day began with a briefing by Colonel Sharon Gat on location in Gush
Etzion. Watch the video by clicking the Facebook icon below.
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Happy Independence Day
On July 4th, the United States of America celebrates 242 years of
independence. From all of us at United Israel, we wish you a wonderful
Independence Day!
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Watch the Promo Video for the Tour!

Tabor - Nichols 2019 Israel Tour
Seats are filling for our upcoming tour. You do not want to miss this
opportunity to join Prof. James D. Tabor and Biblical teacher Ross Nichols for
an exclusive tour of the Holy Land the first week of March 2019.

The tour dates are March 1-12, 2019. The cost for the land package is $2,795.

Don't delay; sign up today!

Secure your seat today!

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=105519&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlcKWxiufESE
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=105519&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fblossomingrose.org%2Fisrael-tours%2Ftabor-nichols-tour-2019%2F


TAMMUZ PART 2-THE THREE WEEKS
The Saddest Time of the Jewish Year

Part of an Ongoing Series entitled Hidden Sparks Beneath the Surface

Elisheva Tavor aka Betty Tabor Givin

All of the months are interrelated each connecting to the next in the
cycle of the seasons, the ‘round’ of the year…set up by the Creator from
the beginning for our benefit to make up what we call time…each is
significant to the whole…and each carries within it a special spark that
lies hidden beneath the surface, waiting to be discovered…to connect us
deeper to Him. This month with its abominable name and its dark
history that follows us into the next month, although challenging, is no
exception! We just have to dig deeper to find the sparks!

For a better understanding on how the name of a Babylonian sun god made
its way to the Jewish calendar, and the possible link between the name and
the events which have followed the Jewish people throughout history, please
see the previous article on Tammuz Part One.

The Three Weeks – The 17th of Tammuz through the 9th of Av
What is significance of The Three Weeks? Why do we remember it? Why is
it called Bein HaMetzarim ("between the straits", i.e. between the days of
distress)? Why is it referred to as the saddest time period on the Jewish
calendar? Why is it a time of mourning and fasting?

As we move further away from the dramatic fire of Sinai we find ourselves
encompassed by the thick, black darkness associated with the month of
Tammuz and the horrific events which began to escalate on the
infamous17th day which according to Jewish tradition was the day Moshe
came down from Mount Sinai and found the people dancing around the
golden calf. At the sight of this rampant display of idolatry he threw the
tablets with the Ten Words written by the very finger of HaShem to the
ground (Exodus 32:19), crushing them into pieces. This was the first of many
tragedies that occurred on the 17th of Tammuz.

Possibly the most well-known event that occurred during this time period  a
few hundred  years later in approximately 586 BCE was the capture of the
Holy City of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Holy Temple, led by King
Nebuchadnezzar and his powerful Babylonian army. With the city having
been plumaged, burned and overrun, the Holy Temple destroyed, the Jewish
people were taken into Babylonian captivity. (Jeremiah 52, II Chronicles 36,
II Kings 25). Seventy years later, they were allowed to return (only a small
percentage did) and rebuild their temple.



percentage did) and rebuild their temple.

Ironically enough, history repeated itself, for in the year 70 CE, the Romans
came, breached the walls, burned Jerusalem, and three weeks later,
destroyed the second Temple as the Babylonians had destroyed the first.
What was the date? It was the 9th of Av, known on the Jewish calendar as
Tisha b’Av

The memory of these horrific events that occurred thousands of years ago
during this time period coupled with countless other tragic events that have
taken place throughout the centuries since then, have continued to
permeate the hearts and minds of the Jew and those who love HaShem and
His Torah up to this day. This time period between the 17th of Tammuz and
Tisha b’Av is well-known in Jewish circles as simply The Three Weeks. It
has become a time of deep mourning …yet even in our mourning, we find
hope.

Where is the Hope?
The message of hope is woven like a golden thread throughout the Torah
from the very beginning …”And the earth was chaos and void, and darkness
(choshech), was upon the face of the deep…G-d said let there be light, and
there was light. G-d saw the light that it was good…” (Gen. 1:2-4)

It is interesting that in the Kabbalistic writings of Sefer Yetzirah, translated
the Book of Formation, each of the12 months are associated with a Hebrew
letter. The 4th month of Tammuz according to this source is associated with
the letter chet and the sense of sight. The method given to determine the
key to this association is to look for the first place that the letter is found in
the Torah. Given the dark history of the month of Tammuz, it is no surprise
that the first place the Hebrew letter chet is found in the Torah is in the
word choshech/darkness.

And what did HaShem do to the darkness? He transformed it into Light, took
the chaos and transformed it into order…and saw that it was good. Therein
lies our hope…the Light was always there just as it is today, for HaShem is
Light…and He can shine His light on the chaos and turn it into order and
give it purpose…even the chaos associated throughout history during The
Three Weeks!

The Three Weeks, Bein HaMetzarim, “between the straits” begins on the
17th day of Tammuz  Interestingly enough there is a paradox here; for the
gematria or numerical value of the number 17 is tov, meaning good. How
can such a day that has been so tragic be called good? In actuality, it could be
said there are two kinds of good…good that is revealed and good that is
concealed. Many things in Judaism as in all of life are not as simple as they
seem at face value. Oftentimes, the concealed good is not made apparent
until we look back. In the poignant words of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, “We
live life looking forward but we understand it only looking back.” He



live life looking forward but we understand it only looking back.” He
continues by stating that, “Every bad thing that has happened to you thus far
may be the necessary prelude to the good things that are about to happen
because you have been strengthened by suffering and given courage by
your ability to survive.” He illustrates by reiterating the story of Joseph.
(From his article on his website entitled Improbable Endings and the
Defeat of Despair )

There is a tenet is Judaism that speaks to this phenomenon. It says that
HaShem in his justice coupled with His lovingkindness and His mercy has
provided a healing remedy or a repair for each and every seemingly bad
thing that happens. In order to fully embrace this principle, we are required
to delve deeply to discover those “hidden sparks beneath the surface”
and grasp firmly to that golden thread of hope that first appears in the Book
of Genesis when it makes mention of the darkness being transformed into
light.

The Hidden Message of The Three Weeks
Yes, there are 21 days of sadness, darkness and mourning that cannot be
minimized, yet we find in the Torah that there are 21 days of joyful festivities
as well (Leviticus 23, Psalm 104). They are as follows: Shabbat= 1 day, Rosh
Chodesh= 1 day, Passover = 7 days, Shavuot = 1 day, Rosh HaShanah = 2 days,
Yom Kippur= 1 day, Sukkot = 7 days, and Shemini Atzeret (Simchat Torah) = 1
day. Therefore we add the days, 1+1+7+1+2+1+7+1=21. Note that this
calculation rather than being based on the festivals as celebrated in the
Diaspora ( which adds additional days)  is based on the festivals as listed in
the Torah and celebrated within the Land of Israel as they will be in the
future when all of HaShem’s children will return Home.

Furthermore, in Zechariah 8:18-19, we read that the fast days of the 4th

month (17 Tammuz), the 5th month (Tisha b’Av), the 7th month (Fast of Judean
Governor, Gedalia) and the 10th month (10th of Tevet) will be changed into
“times of joy and gladness and cheerful feasts…” It is significant to note
that these two verses are set apart by white spaces.

The Kabbalistic teachings of the Zohar bring out a thought-provoking
analogy to these 21 days that we consider a period of mourning. It teaches
that The Three Weeks has a hidden meaning…that it is actually the seed for
what will become a day of celebration!

When we think of a seed, we think of it being planted, hidden from sight in
the darkness…but it is here in this darkness…deep in the ground where as it
splits open, it takes nourishment from the earth and the rain waters and
begins to grow… stretching up, up, up…towards the light, until it sprouts and
breaks through the surface to become what it was created to be.

So as we enter into this Three Week period of mourning on the 17th of
Tammuz and as we fast and pray and symbolically step into the darkness of



Tammuz and as we fast and pray and symbolically step into the darkness of
what it has represented throughout history, may we remind ourselves to
remember the inspiring words, “Everything no matter how bad, has the
ability to turn around.”(Taken from Boechim,The Crying Voice).May we
enter into a mindset of both national and personal teshuvah (repentance
and return) may we more fully embrace the meaning behind the words of
King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 3:1, “To everything there is a season, and a
time to every purpose under the heaven.”

May we challenge ourselves not to fall into the pitfalls of our ancestors nor
succumb to the darkness of the world around us, nor despair in our
circumstances; but rather stand strong, intent on seeking the good and
discovering those ever present hidden sparks beneath the surface. May
we continue to reach toward the light…and like the little seed, flourish and
grow, become what we were created to be as we enter into the joy of being a
child of the King, Baruch HaShem!

UI Live From Biblical Tamar Park
I apologize for the past two Sabbaths. Due to the training in Israel, I was
unable to live stream a class. I am now free of those responsibilities and
intend to stream a teaching live from the Wilderness Oasis of Biblical Tamar
Park this coming Sabbath. I will only be streaming via our Facebook page
while in Israel, but will post the video of the class on the United Israel World
Union website for viewing after the completion of the live streamed service.
Thanks for understanding.



Sun setting beyond Prayer Mountain - Biblical Tamar Park

Special Update on Biblical Tamar
in the Next Bulletin!

In the next edition of the Bulletin we will provide an update on our ongoing
volunteer projects at Biblical Tamar Park. A team of people associated with
United Israel World Union are together in the desert performing various
tasks around the park. In the first few days we are already making a
difference.



From the Torah
The Torah reading this week, for those who follow the annual cycle of
readings is Pinchas (Numbers 25:10-30:1). The associated Prophet reading is
found in Jeremiah 1:1-2:3.

"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel"

(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).

Support United Israel World Union
For those who wish to donate to United Israel, please visit our Donate Page.
United Israel World Union, INC, is a 501 (c) 3 Non-Profit. All contributions

are tax deductible. Your financial support enables us to do all that we do. You
can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.

We provide all that we do at no charge, trusting that those who benefit
from our work, and who are able to do so, will support the work
financially. In this way, everyone who wants to learn can do so.

We appreciate your interest in, and support of UIWU.
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Donate to United Israel World Union, Inc.

The Book of David
David Horowitz: Dean of United Nations Press Corps and

Founder: United Israel World Union
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Founder: United Israel World Union
by Ralph Buntyn

For 10 years, author Ralph Buntyn spent many hours with renowned United
Nations correspondent and United Israel founder David Horowitz. They
engaged in lengthy discussions about his foundational views drawn from his
experience and unique vantage point in the two world bodies. The Book of
David is based on his personal notes, extensive archival records and
reflections from these conversations.

Pre-order the Hardcover Edition Today!

ISBN: 978-1-63051-584-3

$28.95

Pre-Order The Book of David
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