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The Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem - David Roberts, 1850

What Date Marks the Destruction?
According to tradition, the ninth of Av, or the 9th day of the 5th month marks
the anniversary of the destruction of both the First, and the Second Temple.
According to the texts of the Hebrew Bible however we have two different
dates for the destruction of the first temple and Jerusalem.
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8 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—that was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of
Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 And he burned the house of the LORD
hand the king’s house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great
house he burned down. (II Kings 25:8-9)

In the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month—that was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—
Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, who served the king of
Babylon, entered Jerusalem. 13 And he burned the house of the LORD,
and the king’s house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house
he burned down. Jeremiah 52:12-13

At any rate, this week, marks the date of the destructionS of Jerusalem by
Babylon and by Rome, and today's date coincides with the date given in II
Kings 25:8-9 for the destruction brought by the hand of the Babylonian
Empire.

At United Israel, we look forward to a newly built Temple, described by the
prophet Isaiah as a house of prayer for all people.

For those who are fasting during this time, we pray that it is productive, and
according to the model provided in Scripture (see Isaiah 58 for example),
and we yearn for the day when our times of fasting are turned to times of joy.



A Day Trip to Southern Israel
This week past, the volunteer team at Biblical Tamar Park took a road trip to
the southern most part of the modern state of Israel. We visited Timna,
where we enjoyed a tour of beautiful geological formations, archaeological
sites, and visited a replica of the wilderness Tabernacle. We also journeyed
to Eilat, where some swam in the deep blue waters of the Gulf. On our way
back we stopped along the road to take photos at a sign designating the
region of Paran, known in biblical literature as God's country (see Habakkuk
3 and Deuteronomy 33:2).

A Century of Liberty's Light
Ralph Buntyn published the 41st installment of his Remembering David
Horowitz Series this week past. We encourage readers of the Bulletin to
check out the latest in this popular series on the United Israel Blog.

1986. America’s leading lady celebrated her 100th birthday, and the
Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded its Peace Prize to a man they referred
to as “a messenger to mankind.” A Russian immigrant photographed the
outstanding images that graced the pages of early United Israel Bulletins. He

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=106732&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parktimna.co.il%2FEN%2FInfo%2F


outstanding images that graced the pages of early United Israel Bulletins. He
was a photojournalist made famous for his documentation of the history of
the State of Israel from 1947 until 1969. Read the little-known story of the
UIWU associate with a most famous resume. This and more in the
“Remembering David Horowitz” series titled “A Century of Liberty’s
Light.”

Read "A Century of Liberty's Light"
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Yoram Haimi discussing Biblical Tamar's archaeology site with the
editor

Yoram Haimi Stops By Tamar
Yoram Haimi, Israel Antiquities Authority, stopped by Biblical Tamar Park
and visited with the editor this week. The two of them toured the site,
examining damage done by the recent flash flooding this Spring. Yoram also
shared some insights about the archaeology project at Biblical Tamar. Aside
from his archaeological work within Israel, Yoram is known throughout the
world for his celebrated work in excavating Sobibor, a death camp located in
Eastern Poland.



Ross Nichols, Yehuda Hallabi, and Tobias Nichols

Surprise Visitor at Tamar
Readers of the UI Bulletin, and followers of the United Israel blog may be
familiar with an interesting meeting that took place in December of 2016.
David Cole and Ross Nichols were volunteering at Tamar at the time and a
man by the name of Yehuda showed up. He had visited the park some 25
years previously. During his visit with David and Ross, he shared a strange
story, and taught the pair a song from the words of the prophet Isaiah. Today,
he showed up again. It was a nice surprise to see Yehuda again, and to sing
Isaiah's song with the one who taught me to sing in the desert! For the
original post on the United Israel blog, click here.

Would We Reject God's Prophets
Today?

by Jodell Onstott

Expectations exist for pastors and teachers of God’s word. As a rule, they
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Expectations exist for pastors and teachers of God’s word. As a rule, they
should be moral, upright, outstanding citizens. They have no criminal
record. They are married with 3.5 kids. Spouses are involved and support the
ministry. They embrace lowly income. Honor in serving God supplements
income. Their children embrace their faith, love God, and are moral, law-
abiding kids capable of facilitating Bible study among their peers. Children
of God’s leaders would never do drugs or engage in any promiscuity, much
less have a child out of wedlock. They are an exemplary family—a role
model for the “ideal” family.  

Are self-imposed standards too lofty? Would we recognize God’s leaders or
his prophets today?

Throughout Tanakh, God used ordinary people with real life experiences—
the good, the bad, and the ugly. A faithful God, despite human faults. God
never shank from using the right person for the job, no matter his (or her)
background. Murder? Nope. Doesn’t disqualify. Adultery? Nope. God can
still work with the right heart. Too much skin? Nope. God has seen it all!
Dysfunctional family? Well, God even ordained one such family.

Moses was God’s man. He was the right man for the job. He received a
covenant written with God’s own hand. He saw God’s backside. He spoke in
YHWH’s name more than any other in history. He also murdered an
Egyptian. Moses silently struggled to obey It took time and courage to speak
to Pharaoh on Yah’s behalf. After being chosen, he waivered, failing to
circumcise his sons. God confronted this double-standard (Exod 4:24-26), a
record only existing in fragments. Later, Moses rebelled by striking a rock.
God did not reject him as Israel’s leader. Moses was still the right man for
the job, but actions had consequences. He had dedicated 42 years to the
cause, yet he would not enter Canaan. Moses was mortal. Given the
overwhelming job of leading anarchists, Moses’s faithfulness prevailed. He
fulfilled his mission to establish a nation on solid principles of liberty and
truth. Moses’s legacy and his honor exist to this day.

David was a revolutionary hero. David sought peace. Never directly
confronting the establishment, he waited until the status-quo failed. His
military and political success shaped a natural-born heir. His deep feeling
and love for God—written as prophetic and poetic songs—emanate through
his pages of prose. David was the right man for the job.  

Who knows what factors triumphed. Complacency? Power? Lust?
Regardless, David violently violated the covenant by committing adultery
with Bathsheba. Seeking to cover it up, he murdered Uriyah. Psalms 51 is
David’s supplication. Seeking forgiveness, he pleads, “Create within me a
clean heart, blot out all my iniquity, renew a right spirit within me, and take
not your holy spirit from me” (Ps 51:7-11). God honored this prayer as David
retained YHWH’s holy spirit through his numbering of Israel (2 Samuel 24; 1
Chr 21:1) and the rebellion of his three sons (2 Samuel 15-17; 1 Kings 1).
David’s first rebellious son raped his daughter (2 Samuel 13). Tamar’s



David’s first rebellious son raped his daughter (2 Samuel 13). Tamar’s
brother raped David’s 10 concubines while leading a revolt (2 Sam 11-12; 15:16,
16:21). A third son sought to usurp David, enthroning himself. When that
coup failed, he sought to overthrow Solomon’s power by sleeping with his
father’s confidant (1 Kings 2). Late in David’s life, when Solomon became the
heir apparent, David handed carefully-constructed blueprints for the
Temple (Chr 28:12). David never lost YHWH’s holy spirit, despite his
shortcomings. Having God’s own heart (1 Sam 13:14; 1 Kgs 3:6; 9:4; 1 Chr
29:17), David remained the right man for the job.

Isaiah wrote more of Israel’s future than any other prophet. He remains the
best-known and most widely quoted prophet today. Trained by his father
Amos, he was the right man for the job. Isaiah bucked the status-quo. He
advocated—not progressive policy—but return to a constitutional and
traditional past. One that relied on written principles, not on modern
political conventions (Isaiah 27-29). His actions, however, overwhelmed his
sane and rational voice. He wore a hairy garment to deceive Israel (Zech
13:4), even as Jacob had deceived Isaac (Gen 25:25). For 3 years, he walked
buck-naked, and barefoot across Israel (Isa 20:3). His eye-catching actions
were a ferly parable foretelling the foreboding fate of Assyria’s future
captives. Would we—as parents—allow our children to listen, much less
watch a naked preacher? Would we not condemn as another cultist? Or,
would we understand him the right man for the mission?

Then there is my personal favorite—Hosea. As a harlot, Gomer probably did
not support Hosea’s ministry. In fact, she became a source of derision. Israel
rejected Hosea’s warnings because they rejected his wife. Hosea was the
right man for the job. His eye-catching actions were a parable of Israel. He
did as Israel had done. Israel refused to forsake her lovers and Gomer’s wife,
hers. As a loving husband, Hosea continually took her back. Yet, who among
us would accept a preacher married to a prostitute? Would we listen to his
preaching or condemn him a lunatic? Speak for God? He can’t even control
his own wife! What type of example does he set for people? How can he
pretend to speak on YHWH’s behalf? Thankfully, God never judges for a
spouse’s actions. Nor does he hold parents accountable for their children’s
choices (Deut 24:16).

How do we distinguish the right shepherds for the job from those who lead
astray?

We have witnessed incredible deception in the name of God. Preachers
become full of inflated self-importance. They cast aside God’s cogent, lucid
Law. God’s Law does not apply to them. They reinvent it. They pick and
choose. They teach only that which elevates. Feel-good shepherds fleece the
flock, perform miracles. They sell hype that excites the heart but leaves the
soul empty. Who benefits? They do! They are empty vessels ultimately
serving and enriching their own interests.

Religion conceals atrocity. People claim to represent God. Ancient pagan



Religion conceals atrocity. People claim to represent God. Ancient pagan
cults have morphed into modern charismatic leaders seeking the
Shepherd’s role. Glory, power, influence, control, the need for recognition
and appreciation motivate the heart. Swami Premananda, Jim Jones,
Marshall Applewhite, Ron Hubbard, and David Koresh are but a few. They
sing a lovely song, their melody unique. The chorus bridges to an ultimately
destructive outro, crescendoing out of the shepherd’s control. They are the
wrong leaders for the job.

How do we distinguish between the righteous and the absurd? Between the
godless and the godly? Between the right person for the job and the usurper
of the job? Isaiah gave us the tools long ago. “To the Law and the Testimony:
if they speak not according to these, there is no light in them” (Isa 8:20). The
primary attribute God’s leaders display is cogency with the written text.
They do not rationalize, dismiss, or rewrite it. Though the grass men plant
withers and the flower fades, God’s messengers will acknowledge YHWH’s
word stands forever (Isa 40:6-8). The right leaders for the job recognize the
dangerous precedent, pride, and presumption in adding to or deleting from
God’s written word (Deut 4:2; 12:32). God’s leaders understand that adding to
or changing God’s words makes them composers of lies, changing a
righteous melody into dissonance (Prov 30:6).

Loyalty to God’s written word is but one trait distinguishing God’s leaders
from deceivers. Actions speak louder than words. By far, the greatest action
that separates God’s preachers is how they care for the flock.

“They are greedy dogs which can never have enough. They are shepherds
that cannot understand. They all look to their own way, everyone for his gain,
from his quarter.” (Isa 56:11)

“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel and tell them, Thus
says adonai YHWH to the shepherds, ‘Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that
do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?’” (Ezek 34:2)

Greedy shepherds deplete the flock’s resources. They refuse to feed the
truth of God’s word while offering counterfeits for a price. Wolves wrap
themselves in healthy skin. They bare outward appearances of the perfect
family or success. Sacrificing God’s precepts, they cater to the hearts and
will of men. Leading sheep to wide, open, and ever-changing pastures, the
flock become easy prey for other wolves of the pack. These are the wrong
shepherds for the job. The sheep’s only defense is the sound and strong
precepts of YHWH’s Law.

How do we recognize God’s shepherds today?

First, they obey him. The right leaders for the job teach and extol God’s
steadfast constitutional Law. Second, they encourage and inspire the flock to
obey. Third, righteous shepherds reveal the wisdom of YHWH’s Law, his
righteousness, explaining its honor for our generation (Isa 42:21; 56:1). Denis



righteousness, explaining its honor for our generation (Isa 42:21; 56:1). Denis
Prager is an example of righteous shepherding, revealing the liberty of Yah’s
Law. He is one of many righteous leaders for the job. Fourth, God’s leaders
do not revise or contradict the written Law by adding to or deleting from it.
They recognize the inherent error in our man-made religious sects, which
do both. God’s shepherds steer the flock back to YHWH’s written word,
urging them to forsake the hidden traps of comfortable convention and
complacency.

Fifth, righteous leaders (Deut 1:13-16; 16:18-20) for the job do not fleece the
flock. While the flock supports their work (as Prager does for PragerU), they
do not allow greed or the flock to manipulate their commitment to God or
his timeless principles. Financial records are honest and transparent.
Appeal for support does not solicit to excess or encourage donations to the
giver’s hurt. Neither should the righteous shepherd suffer for ministering to
the flock. They seek a fair but healthy wage, allotting ministry surplus for
the poor, the fatherless, and the widow (Deut 10:18; 14:29; 24:20-22; 26:12) and
for education (Exod 18:20; Deut 4:9-10, 14; 6:1, 7; 11:19). Sixth, looks may be
deceiving. If all five of these qualifications are met, right leaders for the job
may not have perfect lives. His or her past may not reflect the present. They
have learned from mistakes or continue through them. Consequence of
experience remains visible. Their actions may be sensational. Yet, their
heart remains humble. They acknowledge error and grow as knowledge and
understanding increases. The right shepherds for the job will establish the
flock in the truth and liberty of YHWH’s law. They will seek the flock (Ezek
34:8). The right shepherds will fulfill prophecies issued 2,500 years ago. The
right shepherds will have the light of the Law and the Testimony in them (Isa
8:16, 20). And, the right shepherds will encourage each sheep to know God—
not through the shepherd or an organization—but through YHWH’s written
word (Jer 31:34; Isa 25:9).

“I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them. They shall fear no
more nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, says YHWH.” (Jer 23:4)



5th New Moon Spotted at Tamar
On July 14th, shortly after sunset, our volunteer team at Biblical Tamar
spotted the thin crescent of the new moon of the 5th biblical month. The
sighting of the moon was announced by Piper Kelly and noted across
the web through Social media sites. This photo is of the 5th New Moon
over Prayer Mountain.

The Region of the Redemption
This past Sabbath, Ross Nichols presented an explanatory teaching on the
subject of the Region of the Redemption. In this live streamed presentation,
Ross explained the significance of the wilderness in biblical history and
prophecy. To watch the video presentation, click the Facebook icon below.
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Dr. Tabor Featured Lecturer at St.
Olaf College

Dr. James Tabor just posted a reminder on his TaborBlog that he will be one
of two featured lecturers at the 2018 Biblical Archaeology Society Seminar at
St. Olaf College. For more information, and for a link to sign up for this
informative weekend, click here, but don't waste any time in doing so as the
dates are July 22-28, 2018!

Watch the Promo Video for the Tour!

Tabor - Nichols 2019 Israel Tour
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Tabor - Nichols 2019 Israel Tour
Seats are filling for our upcoming tour.

Would you like to experience the wilderness life in Israel? Imagine yourself
spending a few days surrounded by sites known to you from the Torah. In
this edition of the Bulletin, we have shared a taste of Biblical Tamar Park in
the wilderness. Dr. Tabor and I have included a wilderness experience in our
tour of the Holy Land. Participants enjoy sites all across Israel, but unlike
many other tours of Israel, ours includes a unique stay in the desert. Don't
delay, sign up today!

You do not want to miss this opportunity to join Prof. James D. Tabor and
Biblical teacher Ross Nichols for an exclusive tour of the Holy Land the first
week of March 2019.

The tour dates are March 1-12, 2019. The cost for the land package is $2,795.

Don't delay; sign up today!

Secure your seat today!

UI Live From Biblical Tamar Park
We intend to go live again this week from the wilderness. Join us live on our
Facebook page this coming Sabbath morning, at 10:30 AM CST for our live
streamed service. When I return to the states we will resume our
simulcasting to both YouTube and Facebook.
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From the Torah
The Torah reading this week, for those who follow the annual cycle of
readings is Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22). The associated Prophet reading
is found in Isaiah 1:1-27. This is a special Sabbath known as Shabbat Chazon
(the Sabbath of Vision). Saturday is the 9th day of Av, but since this date falls
on Shabbat, the solemnities are observed on Sunday the 10th. According to
Jeremiah 52:12-13, this date, (10th day of the 5th month) is noted as the date of
the destruction of Jerusalem in First Temple times.

"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel"



that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel"

(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).

A Few More Seats Available
Jono Vandor worked with the Tour company and secured a few more seats
for the 4th Tanakh Tour with Jono, Ross and Tovia Singer. If you want to join
this tour, don't delay. Click the link below to register.

Tanakh Tour Four Registration

Support United Israel World Union
For those who wish to donate to United Israel, please visit our Donate Page.
United Israel World Union, INC, is a 501 (c) 3 Non-Profit. All contributions

are tax deductible. Your financial support enables us to do all that we do. You
can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.

We provide all that we do at no charge, trusting that those who benefit
from our work, and who are able to do so, will support the work
financially. In this way, everyone who wants to learn can do so.

We appreciate your interest in, and support of UIWU.

Donate to United Israel World Union, Inc.
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Donate to United Israel World Union, Inc.

The Book of David
David Horowitz: Dean of United Nations Press Corps and

Founder: United Israel World Union
by Ralph Buntyn

For 10 years, author Ralph Buntyn spent many hours with renowned United
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For 10 years, author Ralph Buntyn spent many hours with renowned United
Nations correspondent and United Israel founder David Horowitz. They
engaged in lengthy discussions about his foundational views drawn from his
experience and unique vantage point in the two world bodies. The Book of
David is based on his personal notes, extensive archival records and
reflections from these conversations.

Pre-order the Hardcover Edition Today!

ISBN: 978-1-63051-584-3

$28.95

Pre-Order The Book of David
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