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Did Daniel See Jerusalem Day?
May 13th, 2018 coincides with Iyar 28th on the Jewish calendar, and Iyar 28th
on the Jewish calendar marks the day that Jerusalem was re-united, and the
Jewish people regained control of the Old City in June of 1967. Could it be
that the miraculous events of June 7, 1967 were foretold by the ancient
prophet Daniel?

In his book, Restoring Abrahamic Faith, Dr. James Tabor (2008) presents a
compelling argument that the “completely unanticipated capture of the
Old City of Jerusalem by Israeli forces during the Six Day War…appears
to provide a rather remarkable ‘benchmark’ of prophetic fulfillment”
(p. 92).

Tabor shows that the capture of Jerusalem on June 7, 1967 / Iyar 28, 5727
happens to coincide precisely with an ancient event that took place 2300
years earlier. Tabor (2008) stated, “the Persian defeat by Alexander the
Great, on June 7, 334 B.C.E. (Artemisius 28th on the Olympiad
Calendar), began 2300 years of hostile Gentile domination of
Jerusalem” (p.93). As Tabor (2008) puts it, “the fact that the entire Temple
Mount, including the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque, came
under Jewish control on that very day, in that very year, June 7, 1967, is
rather uncanny” (p.93). Uncanny indeed. Why so?

The Hebrew prophet Daniel spoke of a he-goat that would defeat a ram. This
would be followed by a trampling of Jerusalem by Gentiles, but then after the
2300 days are over there would be a “vindication” (Daniel Chapter 8).
Scholars agree that the “he-goat” represents Greece and the “ram”
represents Persia. Students of prophecy have often interpreted the “days” of
Daniel’s prophecy as “years.” Tabor (2008) shows that Methodist minister,
Adam Clarke, in 1825 predicted with close accuracy the restoration of
Jerusalem. He missed by one year, presumably because he, “made a mistake
in math moving from B.C.E. to C.E., neglecting to add the extra year required
(there is no year zero)” (Tabor, p. 92-92).

On this day, as you reflect on the miracle of Jerusalem Day, consider that the
events of that day in the summer of 1967, may very well have been seen by an
ancient Jewish prophet.
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Celebration in Washington, D.C.
The Editor will join David and Patty Tyler in Washington D.C. as mentioned
in the last United Israel Bulletin Sunday, May 13th through Tuesday, May
15th.

Jewish and Christian leaders, and friends of Israel will all converge on our
Nation's capital for the Pro-Israel event.

Sessions will cover a range of topics related to Israel, Zionism, volunteerism,
innovation, political action for Israel, and support for the Jewish State. The
United Israel delegation will participate in a Gala dinner, a tour of the
Museum of the Bible, and a celebration of the US Embassy opening in
Jerusalem. A full report will appear in a coming Bulletin.
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A section of text from the Prophet Isaiah with "white spaces" evident.

White Spaces in the Bible
The Hebrew Scriptures were not always divided into chapters and verses; in
fact it is not even of Jewish origin (Ginsburg, 1966). The chapter divisions
that we are familiar with, according to Moore (1893) date back to “the Latin
Bible in the thirteenth century ” (p. 73). Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of
Canterbury (c. 1150 – July 9, 1228) is the one credited with devising the
“chapter” system that has come down to us in our modern editions of the
Bible. These chapter divisions are quite familiar and even helpful to students
of Scripture, but do they assist the student in rightly dividing the word?
They reflect at times a random break in the texts, often in places that
interrupt the designed flow of narrative. So while they provide a common
way of marking passages facilitating ease of reference, do they help us or
hurt us in our understanding of Scripture? Is there a better method of
dividing the texts than the system credited to Archbishop Langton? The
answer is yes.

The Editor, by studying the writings of United Israel founder, David Horowitz,
learned of a special feature in the Hebrew Bible, that while seldom noted by
students of the Bible, provides a key to understanding the ancient Hebrew
Scriptures. Most English translations of the Bible don't even indicate these
ancient divisions of the texts, but Hebrew versions of the Bible show them on
nearly every page.

These ancient divisions do not coincide with modern chapter divisions, and
often the beginning of a new chapter is placed in the midst of a continuous
flow of words. The much debated 53rd chapter of Isaiah is one simple
example. According to the "white spaces," the section begins in Isaiah 52:13
and runs without a break to Isaiah 53:12. The insertion of a new chapter at
Isaiah 53:1 interrupts the narrative flow intended in the original, causing the
reader to insert an artificial break where the original never intended one.

A look at the Hebrew texts of the Bible will show that often, several divisions
occur with a given "chapter." According to the white spaces, one will notice:

* At times, the section preceding the space will describe one subject while
the section following the space will describe another subject unrelated to



the section following the space will describe another subject unrelated to
the previous.

* or, that in the section preceding the space, one thought is addressed, while
the section following the space addresses another thought altogether.

* or that, in sections separated by spaces, the subject matter, while related,
may provide additional details, new facts, various aspects of the same subject
or thought in subsequent sections.

One will find that the study of any given Scripture is aided by a careful study
the Biblical texts according to these most ancient divisions of the Hebrew
texts.

The Editor often references these "white spaces" in his teachings. For those
who wish to study Scripture from an English version that denotes these
spaces, we recommend the Koren Tanakh. The Jerusalem Edition of this
Bible was featured in a previous United Israel Bulletin. Here is a link to a
review of this Bible on our UI Website, containing a link for those who wish
to purchase it.
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Coin from Jewish Bar Kokhba revolution. Written in Paleo-Hebrew
alphabet also known as Ktav Ivri. Obverse: trumpets surrounded by "To
the freedom of Jerusalem". Reverse: A lyre surrounded by "Year two to
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the freedom of Israel" Photo credit Tallenna tiedosto – Wikimedia
Commons

Sons of Korah Sing Psalms
Many readers of the Bulletin have expressed a desire to find good Bible
based music. The band Sons of Korah may be just what you are looking for.
While the band is Christian, their music, so far as the editor knows, is taken
straight from the Psalms with no other doctrinal stand evidenced in their
lyrics.

From the about section on their main website, its says, "Sons of Korah is
an Australian based band devoted to giving a fresh voice to the biblical
psalms. The Psalms have been the primary source for the worship
traditions of both Judaism and Christianity going right back to ancient
times. With their unique acoustic, multi-ethnic sound Sons of Korah
have given this biblical songbook a dynamic and emotive new musical
expression. They endeavor to lead their listeners into an impacting
encounter with this book that is often described as the ‘heart’ of the
bible. From lamentation to songs of jubilant praise, from battle cry to
benediction, from exclamation of awe and wonder to reflections of
tranquillity and perfect wisdom, Sons of Korah provide a compelling
portrait of the world and experience of the psalms.

We believe that the psalms contain a particularly pertinent message
for today. They are the supreme biblical portrayal of the spiritual life in
all its facets and dynamics. They speak powerfully to a postmodern
world that is generally more interested in what the biblical faith looks
like from the inside than its abstract doctrinal expression. And for the
church today the psalms present a deep and rich spiritual well for
prayer and worship. The psalms were originally written as songs and
they were intended to be expressed musically. The best way to meditate
on God’s word is to use music and indeed this was one of dominant
original purposes of the psalms. Sons of Korah invite their listeners to
discover, through their music, the way in which the psalms can impact
our lives today."
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The UI Bulletin - Established 1944
According to the original Constitution and By-Laws of United Israel World
Union, Inc., the Bulletin is to "serve as the main organ of the corporation and
the chief medium of unification for all members and units of United Israel
World Union Inc. It will contain important Bible data and messages of
current interest." The same document states that "members are invited to
contribute correspondence and data for the Bulletin."

The United Israel Bulletin was established in 1944 as the official publication
of the United Israel World Union. It was described by the founder to be "a
publication basically Jewish - Hebraic in nature and stressing the
universality of the Hebrew Bible, which it calls the 'Blueprint of Life' as
recounting prophetically the history and future of the children of
Israel, in all their twelve tribes, as well as the destiny of all nations."

Our present efforts, published now weekly in a digital format, seek to strive
for the original purposes of our founder and to promote what he called,
Mosaic instruction for one world.



Happy Birthday to Executive VP
Ralph Buntyn on May 8th!

A very Happy Birthday to Ralph Buntyn on May 8th. Ralph is the executive
Vice President of United Israel World Union and our resident historian and
archivist. Ralph is responsible for two popular series on our United Israel
website - the Remembering David Horowitz series and, Portraits of the
Past.

Ralph recently announced the forthcoming publication of his much
anticipated biography of David Horowitz, titled, The Book of David, which will
be published in the summer of 2018 by innerQuest, a division of Chiron
Publications. Readers of the Bulletin can pre-order the book online here.

All of us at United Israel World Union wish Ralph a very happy birthday this
week, and pray that he continues in good health, reaching the biblical 120
years!

Photo of the Editor and Dr. James Tabor in their first meeting - May
1995

A Long-Standing Friendship
This week marks the 23rd anniversary of the first, face-to-face meeting of Dr.
James Tabor and Ross Nichols. The two had communicated in writing,
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James Tabor and Ross Nichols. The two had communicated in writing,
mostly through hundreds of faxes related to the study of the Bible, but did
not meet in person until the first weekend of May 1995. The meeting took
place at the home of Roger and Betty Givin (James' sister) in Texas. Since
their initial meeting, the two have worked closely on matters related to
sharing the message of the Hebrew Bible.

The editor looks forward to many more years of jointly sharing the Biblical
message with untold numbers of people oriented towards the Hebrew Faith.

Photo of the Editor with h is mother

Happy Mother's Day
Mother's Day will be celebrated by many on Sunday, May 13th, 2018. While
the holiday is technically a secular holiday, the bible places the honor of
one's mother as a cornerstone of true biblical faith.

From all of us at United Israel World Union, we want to wish all mothers a
very happy Mother's Day. We rejoice with those who have wonderful God-
Fearing mothers who brought them up to love the Bible.

We also realize that the day is not a happy day for everyone. For those who
have lost a mother, and for those who always wanted children and could not
have them, we pray that you are comforted. For those who have lost a
mother, or a child, we pray that you have the sweetest memories of better
days. For those who never experienced the love of a mother, we pray that you
find peace with the past.

On this Mother's Day, we pause to recognize what motherhood is meant to be
in a society that is ordained of heaven.



A Book Donated for Children
The United Israel Center South received a new book for children this week
past. The book arrived with a note that said, "Ross & Others: For your
children's library - I hope they enjoy it. Much love to all, Cindy Caturia."
Thank you Cindy for sharing!

Jon Langberg's Movie Reviews



The Movie “The Bibles Buried Secrets, Beyond Fact or
Fiction”

Publication

[Boston, Mass.] : WGBH Boston Video, [2009] ©2009

Genre

Video recordings for people with visual disabilities

Video recordings for the hearing impaired

Documentary television programs

Note

Summary

Special features: extra scenes; From concept to complete feature; teacher's
guides. Narrated

Presents archeological scholarship from the Holy Land to explore the
beginnings of modern religion and the origins of the Hebrew Bible, also
known as the Old Testament. This archeological detective story tackles
some of the biggest questions in biblical studies: Where did the ancient
Israelites come from? Who wrote the Bible, when, and why? How did the
worship of one God-the foundation of modern Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam-emerge?

CONTAINS:

Merneptah Stele -- Who wrote the Bible? -- The Exodus -- The Canaanite
cities -- Israelite origins -- The search for YHWH -- House of David --
Archeological method -- Architectural evidence -- Ideas about worship --
Birth of Judaism -- Sacred Scrolls -- The Bible today.

Author’s Review & Grade:

This is an interesting documentary. For those that are so confident their
perspective is the only “right” perspective, you will definitely not like this
video. It initially provides a perspective that it can only justify what can be



video. It initially provides a perspective that it can only justify what can be
archeologically proved of the bible. However, it occasionally violates its own
premise by taking some information and projecting an outcome that is
purely speculative. They “sort of” violate their own rules of application of
the scientific method. If you don’t mind being a little challenged, the overall
production is not bad and does make you apply perspective based upon your
own belief structure. After all, we need to be challenged. Something Ross
said when he and I were talking really makes sense, “I would be concerned if
everyone agreed with me on everything I said without a challenge”.

On a 1 to 5 scale, I give this Documentary a 4 because of production quality. It
is OK for everyone but I think the younger generation would get bored. I’m
not sure this is for “Movie Night” at the Learning Center.

One is God, God is One
In this teaching, Ross presents what he claims is the foundational point of a
coming revival. The core message found within the Hebrew is the oneness
of the Creator. He begins by sharing a passage from the prophet Zechariah.
In the 9th verse of the 14th chapter, we read, “In the day He (YHVH) will be
One and His name One.” If, Ross stresses, “in that day” He will be One and
His name One, what is He now. From this point, Ross shows that at the
present, the Creator is not known, and that it this time, every man walks in
the name of his own god, but that ultimately the world will realize that there
is but one God. Ross works through many texts from the pages of the
Hebrew Bible to show this unambiguous point. Click here for a link that
contains the audio and video files of this teaching. Watch the live stream of
Ross' weekly teachings every Saturday morning at 10:30 AM CST on either
Facebook or YouTube. See links below for the respective United Israel Pages.
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Join Jono, Ross and Tovia on
Tanakh Tour Four!

Join Jono Vandor, Ross Nichols and Tovia Singer for their fourth Tanakh Tour
of Israel. The popular tour is scheduled from November 11-19, 2018 and is
already filling up.

Jon and Linden Langberg, members of United Israel Center South signed up
this week to join this tour.

There are still a few spots left. In order to secure your seat, go to our tour
page, watch the promo video, read the testimonials, check out the photo
galleries of past tours and then pay your deposit to guarantee your seat on
the tour! Do it soon before all the available seats are taken. Here is the link.

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=100482&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funitedisrael%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=100482&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fc%2FUnitedisraelOrg
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9709182&msgid=100482&act=LCSR&c=1660826&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.truth2u.org%2Ftanakh-tour%2F


From the Torah
The Torah reading this week, for those who follow the annual cycle of
readings is BeHar - BeChukkotai (Leviticus 25:1-27:34). The associated
Prophet reading is found in Jeremiah 16:19-17:14.

"Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and judgments
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel"

(Malachi 4:4 English / Malachi 3:22 Hebrew).



The Editor introducing Betty Givin at the 75th Annual Conference
The Regathering of HaShem’s Children – ONE IN HIS HAND

Hidden Sparks Beneath the Surface Pesach Sheini –A Second Chance
By Elisheva Tavor aka Betty Tabor Givin

We know that YHVH, our G-d and our Creator, the Creator of the heavens
and the earth is an Awesome G-d and that He is One, Echad! We witness to,
and proclaim His Oneness as we read/recite the moving and familiar words
of the Shema taken from Deut 6:4ff. Shema Israel, Adonai, Eloheynu,
Adonai Echad! Hear O Israel, HaShem our G-d HaShem is One! And the
next paragraph; You shall love HaShem your G-d with all your heart, all
your soul and all your strength (all your all, all your everything)!

Our challenge is to not only acknowledge His Oneness, but to know Him, to
love Him, to serve Him and to be One with Him and one with one
another…hence the name of this organization, United Israel World Union…
when Israel is united, the world will be united!

The Regathering of HaShem’s Children – ONE IN HIS HAND! This is an
awesome promise, found in Ezekiel 37, one of my favorite verses and one that
has been quoted several times during this conference and I would venture to
say, one that has been quoted at every conference for the past 75 years!

Thus says HaShem: Behold I will take the stick of Yosef, which is in the
hand of Efrayim, and the tribes of Yisrael his companions, and will put
them together with the stick of Yehuda to form one stick and they shall
be one in my hand. (

But how does this relate to today, to this day in particular, to Pesach Sheini
and second chances. Let’s delve a little deeper into the Torah and the
Prophets…even into some of the little known aspects of Jewish tradition of
which most of us are not aware. Let’s discover some of those Hidden sparks
beneath the surface, those hidden gems, those rays of light that shine forth
through the cracks when we but open our eyes

The poignant lyrics of the late great Leonard Cohen in his song entitled The
Future come to mind here…Forget your perfect offering. There’s a
crack, a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in…that’s how the
light gets in.

Yes that’s how the light gets in…through the cracks, and that’s how the light
shines out… through our brokenness, but the good news is that HaShem is
there and He is our healer. In fact the name of this month is Iyar, spelled
aleph, yud, yud, reish; and which the Jewish sages say is an acronym, Ani



aleph, yud, yud, reish; and which the Jewish sages say is an acronym, Ani
HaShem rofecha, I am HaShem your healer! And He continues to be our
healer down through the ages.

Let’s begin by going all the way back, back to the Torah portion, Lech
Lecha, beginning in Exodus 12 to the Call of Avraham and the promise that
all families of the earth would be blessed through him.

Interesting that HaShem chose to begin with one man from which He would
build or shape a Nation, a great nation He says, a chosen people, a segullah,
united and dedicated for a special purpose And why you might ask did He
choose Avraham? The text in Gen 12 suggests that it is because He knew that
he would teach his children and his household and that he did! Avraham
taught Isaac and Isaac taught Jacob.         

I find it more than curious that the text in Gen 4:5 describing Avraham
leaving Haran with Sarah and Lot and his household, uses the singular form
of the word soul , nefesh in Hebrew rather than the plural, nefashoth, to
describe all those who went came out with him. I believe there is a theme
here and it runs all through the Torah…

Implication is that they left as One…united… Prophecy that his children
would be as the stars of the heaven, repeated with his son Isaac and Isaac’s
son, Jacob. In In looking upward towards the stars in the heavens, we see that
they are scattered. In Psalm 147, we read that HaShem assigns each one a
name. There appears to be an analogy here.

As we read on in the Torah, we begin to see an emerging pattern…a splitting,
a division, a unification…another splitting, another division…over and over
again…but all this we are promised will culminate in a final unification
where all HaShem’s children will be regathered and will be one in His Hand!

If we skip forward to Ya’akov, to Jacob...we see a huge split when the brothers
sold Yosef, Joseph, and led their father to believe that he was dead, the family
was split, incomplete, and Jacob thought he would go to his death grieving
his beloved son. Yet this was not the end at all. You know the story of the
amazing reunion first between Joseph and his brothers and then with father
Jacob.

For Joseph was not dead, but alive! The text in Gen 46:26 when referring to
Jacob and his family making the journey to Mitzrayim, Egypt to reunite with
Joseph, reads in Hebrew kol ha nefesh, all the soul, not souls as it reads in
English. Again we see the text picks up this theme of unity when it uses the
singular for the word soul…nefesh to describe those who came with him.
Again there is a hint here of a singularity of purpose, of heart!

Going forward to Ya’akov’s death, there is a beautiful midrashic teaching
that Rabbi Ya’akov Cohen of the TORCH program in Houston taught…he
said that as the brothers all gathered around their father’s bedside, they
were once again Echad…One…around his bed as he gave each of them their



were once again Echad…One…around his bed as he gave each of them their
own individual blessing. We two major characters emerge with two major
blessings…Yehuda/Judah and Yosef /Joseph which will be in the last days be
very significant.

Skipping ahead to Sinai – Exodus 19:2 also carries this theme of oneness…a
singularity of heart and purpose…When describing how the Israelites
camped opposite the mountain, Rashi points out that the text reads “and
encamp there did Israel” .He explains that the verb encamp  is in the
singular in contrast to the previous verbs, indicating that this huge
multitude of people camped like as single person. They camped as one…
Echad!

For Israel to rise to its highest calling, he says, it must be unified…only
when it was united in its goal of hearing the word of G-d could it receive
the Torah.  And the purpose of Israel receiving the Torah was to spread it to
the four corners of the earth! That sounds much like the goal of United
Israel World Union, does it not?

Another picture of unity is the manner in which the children of Israel
traveled through the desert, each with their own tribe under their own
standard, but all together in unison.

When the cloud rested, they would rest and when it moved, they moved
forward.

Remember Bilam who was sent to curse Israel, but when he looked down
from his vantage point and saw how they were all so peaceably camped
below around the tabernacle could not help but bless them instead…This
blessing is recited, chanted today in synagogues all over the well as the
cantor opens the services.

Mah Tovu…ohalekha Ya’aqov, ohalekha Ya’aqov, mishk'notekha Yisrael!!!!
Oh how goodly are your tents O Jacob and your dwelling places O Israel, yet
sadly we know this beautiful image was short lived.

Yet if we skip head to the time of King David, we see all the tribes again
united. But then there was a schism that resulted in a splitting of Kingdom.
The Ten Northern tribes known as Israel under King Rehaboam split from
their brother Judah in the South and went up North to Tel Dan and set up
their own place of worship where they offered sacrifices. Many of you have
been to that site…it is in a beautiful area and it is understandable why they
chose this particular place…but it was not the place where HaShem chose to
place His name.

The walk up the hill to the top where the sacrifices were made is so
chilling… and when you reach the top and see that altar, it is
overwhelmingly sad…even more chilling to think about all that went on
here and what led the people to have rebelled against their G-d in such a



here and what led the people to have rebelled against their G-d in such a
vehement manner and gone their own way…all the prophetic warnings
through the book of Isaiah plus the warnings in the Shema come pouring
through the mind. You know the sad history…because of their disobedience
and desire to go their own way, they were attacked and captured by the
Assyrians, taken away from their land and dispersed, scattered …to be
“hidden” among the nations. That was approximately in the year 721 BCE. 

Then less than 200 years later the Southern kingdom of Judah not having
learned of their sister Israel’s demise, was also taken away. They were taken
into Babylonian captivity after having been warned over and over by the
prophet Jeremiah, but to no avail. In the heartbreaking words of the weeping
prophet Jeremiah, we read “and yet for all this her treacherous sister
Judah has not returned unto Me with her whole heart, but in pretense,
saith the LORD…” backsliding Israel hath proved herself more
righteous than treacherous Judah.” ( Jer 3:10-11)

Seventy years later some returned under Cyrus, but the majority chose to
stay in Babylon where they had become very comfortable. In the years that
followed, a small number from the Northern tribes trickled back into Judea
but for the most part it was just those from the tribe of Judah who returned 

Let’s skip forward bring it up to the present…to today…to Pesach Sheini, a
festival initiated by King Hezekiah for those who had been unable to keep
the Passover

How does all this relate?

I realize we have a very mixed group here…some Jews including myself, but
mostly non-Jews who have been irresistibly drawn to HaShem and Torah. I
would venture to say that the majority of us here are aware of and either
mark or observe the Festival of Passover to one degree or another

In the traditional Jewish Seder practiced by Jews all over the world, we use a
guide entitled The Haggadah, which in its simplest form means “telling.” Its
primary purpose is to facilitate the retelling of the story of the Exodus from
Egypt.

Rabbi Donnell Katz, in one of his teachings on Passover says that this
“telling” of the story has the connotation of “drawing it down”…drawing it
down through the centuries and telling it… telling it so that we can receive
it into ourselves as we implant it into our hearts and minds. Incidentally to
receive is the meaning of the mystical word, Kabbalah –The Torah teaches
that the Children of Israel were to teach this story of the redemption to their
children, dor v’dor, through each generation.

The rabbis teach that on the night of Pesach each person in every generation
needs to view this story as if they had personally been taken out of
Egypt! This sounds like an awesome task. The question is, how do we do this?



Egypt! This sounds like an awesome task. The question is, how do we do this?
We each have our own Mitzrayim, meaning a narrow place from which we
need to be drawn. We could begin to connect by reading the Passover story
and by go through this guide referred to as the Haggadah.  As we do this,
we retell the story…we draw it down and receive it into ourselves so that
it is as if we are experiencing that story for ourselves!

In Jewish circles the tradition is participate in a Passover Seder. Seder means
order…we go through it step by step… this is how the sequence of the seder
is arranged…in steps….each step involves a physical act that we do, acts that
encompass all 5 of our senses and acts that invite us to participate. Yes some
may look upon the seder as a boring ritual, (and some seders are very very
long, but there are shorter ones) Basically the seder is designed to appeal to
the whole person…not just the physical and the five senses, but also to the
emotional, psychological, and spiritual sense.

And as a former teacher of young children, this idea really grabbed me…it
has been shown in case studies time and time again that the more we
involve all our senses…seeing, hearing, touching, tasting, smelling, actually
doing..…the better we can learn and incorporate ideas and concepts into our
inner beings….make them meaningful in our lives.

15 Steps to the seder, 15 steps ascending up to the temple…we can’t just skip
steps and rush to the top, we need to take our time and go one step at a
time…

each of these steps has a purpose and connect to the next in an ascending
order…and have much more than just a physical meaning…they have a
deeply spiritual meaning. The Seder begins and ends with a cup of wine
symbolizing joy/simcha…but as continue our ascent and tell the story, we
see that it is not all joy…often it is mixed with heartache and sorrow and
difficulty. For example there is the step where we dip parsley or a green
vegetable in salt water. This reminds us of our tears, but it also reminds us
of passing through the Red Sea.

But you can relax…we will not going thru all the 15 steps…just pausing on a
few to see if we can find some hidden meaning…some hidden sparks
beneath the surface.

For our purposes, we will skip ahead to the step called …Yachatz – the
breaking of the middle matzah into two pieces…smaller piece is returned
safely to the table and placed under the napkin and the larger piece, called
the Afikomen is hidden for a later time when it will be found and redeemed

Do you see a possible analogy here??? If not yet, you will…just hold onto that
thought.

Who in the seder is designated to find the Afikomen??? The children! And
why the children? Perhaps because the children have joyful hearts and
hearts that are pure. Malachi 3 is very significant here for it speaks of the



hearts that are pure. Malachi 3 is very significant here for it speaks of the
coming of Elijah in the later days and says that he will turn the HEART
(singular) of the children to the fathers and HEART  of fathers to their
children …There will be a unification of the heart…the ones who will turn
with one heart back to the patriarchs, the ancestral fathers and the
principals of Torah!

Speaking of children… in another part of the seder, who goes to the door to
look for Elijah and welcome him in? It is the children,the ones with the pure
hearts We had such pure hearted child in our family whose name was
Joshua, blessed be his memory   In our home, we now have a tradition of
setting a place for Elijah at the head of our table with a special handcrafted
cup from Israel!

Going back to the Afikomen, could it be that this Afikomen that was "lost"
and hidden represents many of us “children “who and returning by the
droves…are continuing to come back to Torah after having been "lost?" Like
the Afikomen, many of us have been lost, been wandering around…we have
been hidden, hidden among the nations…but like the stars, we each are
significant…we each have a name given to us by HaShem…and we each
have a purpose……but we have been unrecognizable as His People, Amos 9
speaks of a sifting of the children of Israel and promises that–not grain will
be lost---

Could it be that many of us are among those spoken of by the prophet
Hosea…lo ami…not my people…but now everything has changed...it is if we
have had a homing device that has become activated and there is no
stopping us!

We want to connect to our Creator, to Torah and to our brother Judah and to
the Land …some of us have…some of us may be of Judah as well, but
wherever we find ourselves or whatever our labels, we recognize that there
are difficulties, hardships, misunderstandings…we are met with a choice…
what do we do? Do we stop, turn around, and go back where we came from…
no! There is no going back! We have chosen to continue at all costs…

He is bringing us together…gathering us from the 4 corners of the earth…
We have heard the clarion call…we are here at the Double Tree Hotel…the
place of Two Sticks…How symbolic is that? And we are holding on to the
promise!

We have each come here to this conference, each from our respective cities
and families …we have been scattered, but are returning…many of us
including James and myself love to quote from Jeremiah 3:31 in this regard.
“Two from family, one from a town” The ingathering is happening today
right before our eyes, right here in this building…we are proud to be a part of
UNITED ISRAEL WORLD UNION!

The beautiful words of Deuteronomy 4:29 and Jeremiah 24:7 reach out to us



The beautiful words of Deuteronomy 4:29 and Jeremiah 24:7 reach out to us
with the promise that if we seek Him with all our heart and all our soul then
we will find him for He will give us a heart to know Him, He will be our G-d
and we will be His people…for we will return to Him with our whole heart!
We have been scattered, but we are being called home from the four
corners of the earth!

The day will come when we will be united as Judah and Joseph and their
companions represented, here by the piece of matzah that was split in two
(as in the splitting of the Northern Kingdom from the Southern Kingdom)
and in the latter days, being fit back together as one piece! There will be no
more envying…no more vexing…for we will all have become one, ECHAD!
Judah will no longer vex Ephraim and Ephraim will not envy Judah

We know from Ezekiel 37:15ff and numerous other prophecies in the
Torah that the whole house of Israel, all Twelve Tribes, will one day be
Echad (One) in His Hand! Baruch HaShem! Do any of you know which step
in the Seder the finding of the Afikomen, the larger of the two pieces of
matzah was? What would be your best guess? It was STEP 12!  In my opinion
it was no accident! Think about the significance…12TH STEP WHEN THE 12
TRIBES…ARE REJOINED…A COMING TOGETHER!!!

I was not aware of this until I began preparing for this teaching. It has been
well over 2 decades since I have been aware of the traditional Jewish seder
yet never noticed the connection. When it dawned on me, it was one of those
mind-blowing A-HA Moments!

 I have never heard it being taught this way in Jewish circles, yet I believe it to
be somehow designed by HaShem and left for us to discover and make the
connection

Like Hidden Sparks Beneath the Surface …ALL 12 TRIBES, not just Judah
will one day surface and be drawn together and become ONE IN HIS
HAND! ALL THE TRIBES AND THEIR COMPANIONS…THAT INCLUDES
ALL OF US HERE WHO LOVE TORAH.

HASHEM PROMISED IN ISA 11:11 THAT HE WOULD STRETCH OUT HIS
HAND A SECOND TIME AND GATHER TO THE GATHERED! AND HERE
WE ARE ON THIS DAY OF PESACH SHEINI, A DAY OF SECOND CHANCES…
BEING GATHERED TO THE GATHERED...WITH OUR HEARTS HAVING
BEEN TURNED IN T’SHUVAH TO HIM…WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY
WHEN WE WILL BE ONE IN HIS HAND!     
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can make a one time donation or set up a recurring contribution.
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