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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
 
chapter 49:149 And Jacob called toward his sons and said, “Be gathered 
and let me tell to you what will meet you in the end of the days. 2 Gather 
and hear, O sons of Jacob; and hearken toward Israel your father. 3 Reuben, 
you are my firstborn; my might and the beginning of my vigor, a remainder2 
of lifting,3 and a remainder of power. 4 Boiling over like water, you will not 
cause remaining,4 for you went upon the lying place of your father; then you 
polluted—upon my bed he went up! 
 
5 Simeon and Levi are brothers; their swords are items of violence. 6 In their 
secret5 let not my life-breath come! In their assembly, let not my weight6 be 
united; for in their  flared nose7 they killed a man, and in their pleasure they 
hamstrung an ox.8 749Cursed be their flared nose, for it is powerful; and their 
wrath, for it is hard. I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in 
Israel.               8 Judah you! Your brothers will cause praise; your hand will 
be on the neck of your hostile ones; sons of your father will bow themselves 
down to you. 9 A whelp of a lion is Judah; from tearing,9 my son, you have 
gone up. He bows, he crouches as a lion, and as a lioness, who causes him to 
rise? 10 The rod will not turn aside from Judah, nor the prescriber-staff10 
from between his feet, until Shiloh comes,11 and to him will be obedience of 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 I.e., an excess or abundance. 
3 I.e., exaltation. 
4 I.e., nothing will be left. 
5 I.e., private council. 
6 I.e., honor or influence. 
7 I.e., anger. 
8 Lit “plucked up” either an ox or a wall, the noun can mean either. 
9 Hebrew word refers to anything “torn off,” whether it be a leaf of a tree, or the flesh of prey. 
10 I.e., a prescriber of laws, represented by his official staff. 
11The Hebrew text is corrupt here and can be translated several ways: “until he comes to Shiloh,” 
or “until he comes to whom it belongs,” or “so that tribute will come to him.”   



The	Transparent	English	Bible	©	2017	James	D.	Tabor	
jamestabor@me.com	
All	Rights	Reserved	

Do	not	copy	or	otherwise	circulate	without	written	permission	
 
peoples. 11 He binds to the vine his foal, and to the choice tendril, the son 
of his female donkey; he washes in wine his garments, and in the blood of 
grapes, his robe. 12 Dull are eyes from wine, and white are teeth from milk. 
 
13 Zebulun will dwell at the shore of the sea; and he will be at the shore of 
shipss, and his side will be upon Sidon.               14 Issachar is a donkey of 
bone,12 lying down between the ash heaps.13 15 And he saw a resting place 
that was good and the land that it was pleasant, he stretched out his shoulder 
to bear, and he became a forced-laborer of one serving.               16 Dan will 
judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Dan will be a snake upon 
the way, an adder upon the path, that bites the heels of the horse, and his 
mounted one falls back.4918 For your rescue I wait, O YHVH. 19 Gad, a 
raiding troop will raid him, and he will raid at the heel.14               20 From 
Asher, his bread will be fat, and he will give dainties of a king.               21 
Naphtali is a doe being sent, the one giving sayings of 
pleasantness.               22 A son of fruit-bearing15 is Joseph, a son of fruit-
bearing upon a spring; daughters16 march forth upon a wall. 23 They  were 
bitter to him, and shot and resented17 him—the lords of the arrows; 24 and 
his bow sat in enduring strength,18 and supple are the arms of his hands, from 
the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob; from there is one pasturing, a stone of 
Israel, 25 from EL of your father and the one who helps you, and SHADDAI, 
and the one who blesses you: blessings of sky from upon,19 blessings of the 
deep lying under, blessings of breasts and womb. 26 The blessings of your 
father are strong upon the blessings of the ones conceiving me unto until the 
boundary of the heights age-lasting; may they be to the head of Joseph, and 
to the crown of the head of the one separated from20 his brothers. 

                                         
12 I.e., strength. 
13 Or “saddlebags,” Hebrew obscure. 
14 Heb ‘akev can mean “heel” or “rear,” but also “last” or “end.”   It could mean “he will raid at 
the last,” in other words, in time to come he will get revenge. 
15 In Hebrew “son” or “daughter” can refer to a branch of a vine. 
16 Or branches. 
17 Hebrew word implies hostile animosity. 
18 The word refers to something that continues, lasts, and is thus strong, such as the flow of a 
stream 
. 
19 I.e., from above. 
20Or, “distinguished from,” Heb nezir. 
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27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he eats the prey, and in the 
evening he divides spoil. 28 All these are the two and ten tribes of Israel, and 
this is what their father said to them and he blessed them. He blessed them, a 
man according to his blessing, he blessed them. 29 And he charged them 
and said toward them, “I am about to be gathered toward my people; bury 
me toward my fathers toward the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 30 in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, that is upon the facep 
of Mamre,21 in the land of Canaan, which Abraham acquired with the field 
from Ephron the Hittite for a holding of a burying-place. 31 There they 
buried Abraham and Sarah his woman, there they buried Isaac and Rebekah 
his woman, and there I buried Leah—32 the acquisition of the field and the 
cave that is in it from the sons of Heth.” 33 And Jacob finished charging his 
sons, and he gathered his feet toward the bed and expired, and was gathered 
toward his people. Chapter 50:150And Joseph fell upon the facep of his 
father, and wept upon him and kissed him. 2 And Joseph charged his 
servants the physicians to embalm his father, and the physicians embalmed 
Israel. 3 And they filled forty days to him, for thus they fill the days of the 
embalmed, and the Egyptians wept for him seventy days. 4 And they passed 
over, the days of his weeping, and Joseph spoke toward the house of 
Pharaoh, saying, “If, please, I have found favor in your eyes, speak, speak in 
the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5 ‘My father caused me to swear, saying, 
“Look!—I am dying; in my burial-place that I cut for myself in the land of 
Canaan, there you will bury me.” And now, let me go up, please, and bury 
my father; and I will return.”’ 6 And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your 
father, as he caused you to swear.” 7 And Joseph went up to bury his father, 
and they went up with him, all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his 
house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8 and all the house of Joseph 
and his brothers and the house of his father; only their toddlers and their 
flockss and their herdss, they left in the land of Goshen. 9 There also went up 
with him both chariots and horsemen; and it was a camp weighty 
exceedingly. 10 And they came unto Goren-ha-Atad,22 that is passed over23 
the Jordan, and they wailed there with a wailing large and weighty 
exceedingly; and he did for his father a mourning of seven days. 11 And 
                                         
21 Or, “to the east of Mamre.”  
22 Meaning, “the threshing floor of Atad.” 
23 I.e., beyond. 
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they saw, the sitters of the land, the Canaanites, the mourning in Goren-ha-
Atad, and they said, “A mourning weighty is this to the Egyptians. Therefore 
he called its name Abel-mizraim,24 that is beyond the Jordan.5012 And his 
sons did to him thus, as he had charged them; 13 for his sons lifted25 him 
toward the land26 of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah that Abraham acquired with the field as a holding of a burying-
place from Ephron the Hittite, upon the facep of Mamre.27 14 And Joseph 
returned toward Egypt,28 he and his brothers, and all who had gone up with 
him to bury his father, after he buried his father. 15 And the brothers of 
Joseph saw that their father was dead, and they said, “What if Joseph should 
resent29 us and causing to return—he does surely cause to return,30 all the bad 
that we dealt31 him!” 16 And they gave a charge toward Joseph, saying, “Your 
father charged, to the facep of his death, saying, 17 ‘Thus you will say to 
Joseph, Oh! Please! Lift,32 please, the rebellion of your brothers and their 
error, for bad they dealt you.’ And now, lift, please, the rebellion of the 
servants of the ELOHIM of your father.” And Joseph wept in their speaking 
toward him. 18 And also his brothers walked and fell down to his facep and 
said, “Look!—to you, we are servants.” 19 And Joseph said toward them, 
“Do not fear, for am I instead of33 ELOHIM? 20 And as for you, you thought 
bad upon me; ELOHIM thought for good, so that to do as it is this day, to 
cause to live an abundant people. 21 And now, do fear; I will provide for 
you and your toddlers.” And he consoled them and spoke upon their heart. 
22 And Joseph sat in Egypt, he and the house of his father. And Joseph 
lived a hundred and ten years, 23 and Joseph saw to Ephraim, the sons of 
the third life-cycle; 34  also the sons of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were 
brought forth on the knees of Joseph.5024 And Joseph said toward his 

                                         
24 Meaning, “mourning of Egypt.” 
25 I.e., carried. 
26 Lit “land-ward.” 
27 Or, “to the east of Mamre.” 
28 Lit “Egypt-ward.” 
29 Heb word implies hostile animosity. 
30 Double use of the verb indicates emphasis. 
31 Lit “to ripen,” or “wean,” indicating action reaching its full measure. 
32 In the sense of “forgive.” 
33 Or “under.” 
34 Or “generation,” a cycle from birth to death. 
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brothers, “I am dying, and ELOHIM, singling out—will surely single you out,35 
and will cause you to go up from this land toward the land which He swore 
to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.” 25 And Joseph caused the sons of Israel 
to swear, saying, “Singling out— ELOHIM will surely single you out, and you 
will carry my bones up from this place.” 26 And Joseph died a son of a 
hundred and ten years; and they embalmed him and he was placed in a 
chest36 in Egypt. 
 

 
 

                                         
35 Double use of the verb, here and in the following verse, indicates emphasis. 
36 Heb ’aron, “chest” or box, in this case a coffin, the same word used for the “ark of the 
covenant” (see note on Exodus 25:10). 


