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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
Chapter 48:148 And it was, after these things, and one said to Joseph, 
“Look!—your father is sick.” And he took his two sons with him, Manasseh 
and Ephraim. 2 And one told to Jacob, and said, “Look!—your son Joseph is 
coming toward you.” And Israel made himself strong, and sat upon the bed. 
3 And Jacob said toward Joseph, “EL SHADDAI was seen toward me in Luz, 
in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 4 and said toward me, ‘Look, it’s 
me!—causing you to bear fruit, and causing you to be abundant, and I will 
give you for an assembly of peoples, and I have given this land to your seed 
after you for a holding age-lasting.2’ 5 And now, your two sons, who are 
brought forth toward you in the land of Egypt, until my coming to you 
toward Egypt, 3  to me they are, Ephraim and Manasseh, as Reuben and 
Simeon, they are to me, 6 and those brought forth of you,4 that you will bring 
forth after them, to you are they; upon the name of their brothers they will be 
called in their inheritance. 7 And I, in my coming from Paddan—Rachel 
died upon me in the land of Canaan, in the way, when still a stretch5 of land 
to go toward Ephrath,6 and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath, that is, 
Bethlehem.” 7  8 And Israel saw the sons of Joseph, and said, “Who are 
these?”489 And Joseph said toward his father, “My sons are they, whom 
ELOHIM has given to me in this place.” And he said, “Take them, please, 
toward me, and I will bless them.” 10 And the eyes of Israel had become 
weighty from age;8 he was not able to see. And he caused them to draw near 
toward him, and he kissed them, and enfolded them. 11 And Israel said 
toward Joseph, “I had not interceded9 to see your facep, and look!—ELOHIM 
                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 I.e., continually; Heb idiom referring to an undetermined time into the future or in the past. 
3 Lit “Egypt-ward.” 
4 I.e., your kindred, here offspring. 
5 DSS “some distance.” 
6 Lit “Ephrath-ward.” 
7 DSS omits “and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath, that is, Bethlehem.” 
8 DSS and SP, “old age.” 
9 Or, arbitrated, prayed. 
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has let me see your seed as well.” 12 And Joseph caused them to go out 
from between his knees, and he bowed himself down to his two nostrils 
toward the land,10 13 and Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right from 
the left of Israel, and Manasseh on his left from the right of Israel, and 
caused them to come near toward him. 14 And Israel sent his right hand and 
set it on the head of Ephraim, and he was the little one, and his left hand upon 
the head of Manasseh, discerning his hands, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 
15 And he blessed Joseph and said, “The ELOHIM with whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked about 11  to his facep; the ELOHIM, the one 
pasturing me from my yet being 12  until this day; 16 the messenger who 
vindicated me from all bad; Bless the young men, and may my name be 
called in them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and may 
they grow as fish13 to an abundance in the middle of the land.” 17 And 
Joseph saw that his father set his right hand on the head of Ephraim, and it 
was bad in his eyes, and he held up the hand of his father to turn it aside 
from upon the head of Ephraim, upon the head of Manasseh. 18 And Joseph 
said toward his father, “Not thus, my father, for this one is the firstborn, place 
your right hand on his head.” 19 And his father refused, and said, “I know, 
my son, I know. He also will become a people, and he also will be large, but 
indeed, his brother, the small one14 will be larger from him,15 and his seed 
will become the fullness of the nations. 20 And he blessed them in that day, 
saying, “By yous will Israel say blessings, saying, “May ELOHIM place you 
like Ephraim and Manasseh!” And he placed Ephraim to the facep of 
Manasseh. 21 And Israel said toward Joseph, “Look!—I am dying, and 
ELOHIM will be with you and will cause you to return toward the land of your 
fathers, 22 and I am giving to you one shoulder 16  of land above your 
brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorite by my sword and my 
bow.” 
 
                                         
10 Lit “land-ward.” 
11 This form of the verb carries an iterative meaning, thus “to walk back and forth.”  
12 I.e., from my birth. 
13 Heb dagah, only occurs here, and in a related form in Jer 16:16, and appears to refer to an 
increase like schools of fish.   
14 I.e., the younger one. 
15 I.e., in comparison to him. 
16 The word here is shekem, which means “shoulder” or “a ridge of land,” but it is also the name 
of the town Shechem, where Joseph was buried (Josh 24:32), so there is a play on words here.  


