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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
 
Chapter 46:28 And he sent Judah before his facep, toward Joseph, to 
teach2 before his facep toward Goshen,3 and they came toward the land of 
Goshen. 29 And Joseph bound his chariot and went up toward Goshen4 to 
meet Israel his father, toward Goshen, and he was seen to him, and fell upon 
his neck, and wept upon his neck still. 30 And Israel said toward Joseph, 
“Let me die, this time, after seeing your facep, for you are still alive.” 31 And 
Joseph said toward his brothers, and toward the house of his father, “I am 
going up and will tell to Pharaoh, and say toward him, “My brothers and the 
house of my father who were in the land of Canaan have come toward me, 
32 and the men are ones pasturing of a flock, for they have been men of 
acquired livestock, and their flock, and their herds, and all that is to them they 
have they have caused to come. 33 And it will be, when Pharaoh calls to 
you and says, “What are your doings?”5 34 and you will say, “Your servants 
have been men of acquired livestock from our youth, and until now, both we 
and our fathers, in order that you may sit in the land of Goshen. For a 
detestable thing to the Egyptians is one pasturing a flock. Chapter 47:147 

And Joseph went and told to Pharaoh, and said, “My father, and my 
brothers, and their flock, and their herd, and all that is to them, have come 
from the land of Canaan, and look!—they are in the land of Goshen. 2 And 
from the end6 of his brothers he took five men and caused them to be set to 
the facep of Pharaoh.473 And Pharaoh said toward his brothers, “What are 
your doings?” And they said toward Pharaoh, “Ones pasturing a flock are 
your servants, both us and our fathers.” 4 And they said toward Pharaoh, 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 In the sense of guiding him on that way, Heb yarah, lit “throw,” in the sense of put before or 
show. 
3 Lit “Goshen-ward.” 
4 Lit “Goshen-ward.” 
5 I.e., occupations. 
6 I.e., selecting a few from a larger group. 
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“To sojourn in the land we have come, for there is no pasture for the flockss 

that are to your servants, for the hunger is weighty in the land of Canaan. And 
now, let your servants, please, sit in the land of Goshen.” 5 And Pharaoh 
spoke toward Joseph, saying, “Your father and your brothers have come 
toward you; 6 the land of Egypt, it is before your facep. Cause your father 
and your brothers to sit in the best of the land, let them sit in the land of 
Goshen. And if you know, and there are in them men of force,7 and place 
them chief of the acquired livestock, upon what is to me.” 7 And Joseph caused 
Jacob his father to come, and he caused him to stand before the facep of 
Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said toward Jacob, 
“How many are the days of the years of your lifep?” 9 And Jacob said toward 
Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my sojournings are thirty and a hundred 
yearss, few and bad have been the days of the years of my lifep and they have 
not reached the days of the years of the lifep of my fathers, in the days of 
their sojournings.” 10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before 
the facep of Pharaoh. 11 And Joseph caused to sit, his father and his 
brothers, and gave to them a holding in the land of Egypt, in the best of the 
land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh charged. 12 And Joseph supported 
his father, and his brothers, and all the house of his father with bread, to the 
mouth of the toddler. 13 And there was no bread in all the land, for weighty 
was the hunger exceedingly, and the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan 
became weak from the facep of the hunger. 14 And Joseph collected all the 
silver that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the 
grain that they were buying, and Joseph caused the silver to come toward the 
house8 of Pharaoh. 15 And the silver was completed9 from the land of Egypt 
and from the land of Canaan, and all the Egyptians came toward Joseph 
saying, “Give to us bread, why should we die before 10  you, for silver 
ceases11?”4716 And Joseph said, “Give12 your acquired livestock, and I will 
give to you for your acquired livestock, if the silver is at an end.” 17 And they 
caused their acquired livestock to come toward Joseph, and Joseph gave to 
them bread for the horses, and for the acquired livestock of the flock, and for 
                                         
7 Heb refers to any type of power, wealth, influence, or ability. 
8 Lit “house-ward.” 
9 I.e., spent. 
10 I.e., standing right in front of or opposite. 
11 I.e., nothing, spent. 
12 Two different Heb words for “give” in this verse (yahav and natan), synonymous in meaning. 
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the acquired livestock of the herd, and for the donkeys; and he led them on13 
with bread, for all their acquired livestock in that year. 18 And that year was 
completed, and they came toward him in the second year, and said to him, 
“We will not hide14 from my master, for if the silver is completed and the 
acquired livestock of the animalss—that are toward my master—not there is left, 
before the facep of my master except our bodies15 and our soil. 19 Why 
should we die before your eyes, both we and our soil? Acquire us and our 
soil for bread, and we and our soil will be servants to Pharaoh, and give 
seed, and we may live and not die, and that the land be not desolate.” 20 
And Joseph acquired all the soil of Egypt for Pharaoh, for they sold, the 
Egyptians, a man his field, for the hunger was strong upon them, and the 
land was to Pharaoh.16 21 And the people, he caused them17 to pass over to 
cities, from the end of the border of Egypt, and unto its end.18 22 Only the 
soil of the priests he did not acquire, for a prescribed portion was to the priests 
from with Pharaoh, and they ate their prescribed portion that Pharaoh gave to 
them, therefore they did not sell their soil. 23 And Joseph said toward the 
people, “Look!—I have acquired you today,19 and your soil, for Pharaoh—
look!—seed for you, and you will sow the soil. 24 And it will be, in the 
harvest times, and you will give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four handsd will be to 
yourselves, for seed of the field, and for your eatable things, and for those 
who are in your houses, and for eatable things for your toddlers.” 25 And they 
said, “You have caused us to live and find favor in the eyes of my master, 
and we will be servants to Pharaoh.” 26 And Joseph placed it for a 
prescription until this day, upon the soil of Egypt: to Pharaoh is a fifth, only 
the soil of the priests alone was not to Pharaoh. 27 And Israel sat in the land 
of Egypt, in the land of Goshen, and they were taken hold20 in it, and bore 
fruit and were abundant, exceedingly. 28 And Jacob lived in the land of 
Egypt seven and ten yearss, and the days of Jacob, the years of his lifep, were 

                                         
13 I.e., cared for them, as one leads sheep. 
14 Heb kachad means to hide in the sense of “cut off” the knowledge of something, thus to efface 
it or relegate it to non-existence, see Exo 23:23; 1 Kgs 13:34. 
15 Or, corpses. 
16 I.e., it became his, Hebrew expression of possession. 
17 Lit “it.” 
18 I.e., from end to end. 
19 Lit “the day.” 
20 I.e., got involved in business. 
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seven years, and forty, and a hundred yearss. 29 And the days of Israel to die 
came near, and he called to his son, to Joseph, and he said to him, “If, 
please, I have found favor in your eyes, place, please, your hand under my 
thigh,21 and do with me loyal-kindness and trustfulness; bury me not, please, 
in Egypt, 30 and I have lain down with my fathers, and you will lift me22 
from Egypt and bury me in their burial-place.” And he said, “I will do as 
your spoken-thing.” 31 And he said, “Swear to me,” and he swore to him, and 
Israel bowed himself down upon the head of the bed.23 
 

                                         
21 See note on Gen 24:2; the reference is to the sexual organs. 
22 I.e., carry me. 
23 Heb mittah, connected to the verb “to stretch out,” can also, with different vowels (matteh), 
mean a rod or staff (i.e., something that spouts forth).  The LXX has “rod,” see also Heb 11:21.  
However, in this context see Gen 48:2, where “bed” is clearly intended. 


