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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
18 And Joseph said toward them on the third day, “Do this and live! For I 
fear the ELOHIM. 19 If you are true, let one of your brothers be confined in 
the house of your guarding, and youp, walk!—cause grain to come for the 
hunger of your houses, 20 and your brother, the small one, you will cause to 
come toward me, and your spoken-things will be trusted,2 and you will not 
die.” And they did thus. 21 And they said, a man toward his brother, 
“Surely, we are guilty upon our brother, that we saw the distress of his life-
breath in his pleading toward us, and we did not hear. Therefore, has come 
upon us this distress.” 22 And Reuben answered them, saying, “Did I not 
speak toward you, saying, ‘Err not against the one brought-forthm3?’ And 
you did not hear, and look!—his blood also is required.” 23 And they did 
not know that Joseph was hearing, for the mediator4 was between them. 24 
And he went around5 from them and wept, and returned toward them and 
spoke toward them, and he took Simeon from them and bound him before 
their eyes. 25 And Joseph charged, and they filled their items6 with grain, 
and causing to be returned, their silver, a man toward his sack, and giving to 
them provision for the way, and he did to them thus. 26 And they lifted their 
grain upon their donkeys and walked from there. 27 And one opened his 
sack to give fodder to his donkey at the lodging-place, and he saw his silver, 
and look!—it was in the mouth of his bag. 28 And he said toward his 
brothers, “My silver has been returned, and look!—it is in my bag.” And 
their hearts went out and they trembled, saying, a man toward his brother, 
“What is this that ELOHIM has done to us?” 29 And they came toward Jacob 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 I.e., confirmed. 
3 I.e., the boy or young man. 
4 Lit “one causing mocking,” or “scorning,” usually understood to be a translator or interpreter, 
but here in the role of fooling the brothers. 
5 I.e., turned around or away. 
6 Here their “sacks,” but Heb keli is very general and can refer to almost any item, whether a 
vessel, weapon, piece of jewelry, instrument of music, et al. 
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their father, toward the land7 of Canaan, and they told to him all the things 
meeting them,8 saying, 30 “The man, the master of the land, spoke hard 
things with us, and he gave us as ones going on foot in the land. 31 and we 
spoke toward him ‘We are true, and are not ones going on foot, 32 Two and 
ten brothers are we, sons of our father, the one is not, and the small one9 is 
today10 with our father in the land of Canaan.’ 33 And the man, the master 
of the land, said toward us, ‘In this I will know that you are true: one of your 
brothers, cause him to rest with me, and grain for the hunger of your houses, 
take, and walk, 34 and cause to come, your brother, the small one, toward 
me, and I will know that you are not ones going on foot, for you are true; your 
brother I will give to you and with the land you may trade.”’ 35 And it was, 
as they were emptying their sacks, look!—a man, the pouch of his silver, was 
in his sack. And they saw their pouches of silver, they and their father, and 
they feared. 36 And Jacob their father said toward them, “You have 
bereaved me! There is no Joseph, and there is no Simeon, and Benjamin you 
take! Upon me have been all these things!” 37 And Reuben spoke toward his 
father, saying, “My two sons you may cause to die if I do not cause him to 
come toward you. Give him upon my hand, and I will cause him to return 
toward you.” 38 And he said, “My son is not going down with youp, for his 
brother is dead, and he by himself is left. If harm should meet him in the 
way in which you walk,11 and you will cause my gray hairs to go down in 
anguish toward Sheol.12” Chapter 43:143And the hunger was weighty in the 
land, 2 and it was, as they had finished eating the grain that they caused to 
come from Egypt, and their father said toward them, “Return, buy us a little 
of eatable things.” 3 And Judah spoke toward him saying, “Making witnessc13 
with us—the man surely makes witnessc with us!14 saying, ‘You will not see 
my facep except your brother is with you.’ 4 If there is to you15 sending our 
brother with us, we will go down, and buy for you eatable things, 5 And there 

                                         
7 Lit “land-ward.” 
8 I.e., things that happen or converge. 
9 I.e., the younger one, here and v. 34. 
10 Lit “the day.” 
11 Lit “in the way that you walk in it.” 
12 Lit “Sheol-ward.” 
13 Lit “causing witness.” The verb is causative, difficult to bring out in English. 
14 Double use of the verb indicates emphasis. 
15 I.e., if this is your intention. 
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is not to you sending, we will not go down, for the man said toward us, ‘You 
will not see my facep except your brother is with you.’ 6 And Israel said, 
“Why did you cause bad to me by telling to the man that you had still a 
brother?” 7 And they said, “The man asking—surely asked for us, and for 
those brought forth of us,16 saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Is there to youp 
a brother?’ and we told to him according to these things. Could we certainly 
know that he would say, ‘Bring down your brother?”’ 8 And Judah said 
toward Israel his father, “Send the lad with me, and we will arise, and walk, 
and we will live and not die, both we, you, and our toddlers!49 I will be a 
pledge for him, from my hand you may seek him, if I have not caused him to 
come toward you, and caused him to be set before your facep—and I will 
have erred to you all the days, 10 for if we had not delayed, surely now we 
would have returned this second time!” 11 And Israel their father said 
toward them, “If thus, now, do this: take of the praised things of the land 
among your items, and cause to go down17 to the man a present: a little balm 
and a little honey, aromatic gum and resin, pistachio nuts and almonds. 12 
And double silver take in your hand, and the silver which was being returned 
in the mouth of your bags, cause to return in your hand, perhaps it was an 
oversight. 13 And your brother take, and rise, return toward the man. 
 

                                         
16 I.e., our kindred. 
17 I.e., carry down. 


