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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
 
18 And Jacob came peacefully2 to the city of Shechem, that is in the land of 
Canaan, in his going from Paddan-aram, and set camp3 before the facep of 
the city. 19 And he acquired the portion of the field where he had stretched 
out there his tent, from the hand of the sons of Hamor, father of Shechem, 
for a hundred qesitah.4 20 And he positioned there a slaughter-place and 
called to it “EL ELOHE-Israel.” 5                 Chapter 34:1 And Dinah, 
daughter of Leah, whom she brought forth to Jacob, went out to see the 
daughters of the land, 2 and Shechem, son of Hamor the Hivite, a chieftain 
of the land, saw her, and took her, and lay down with her, and he brought her 
low. 3 And his life-breath joined with Dinah, daughter of Jacob, and he 
loved the young woman and spoke to the heart of the young woman. 4 And 
Shechem said toward Hamor his father, saying, “Take for me this girl for a 
woman.” 5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter, and his 
sons were with his acquired livestock in the field, and Jacob kept silent until 
their coming. 346 And Hamor, father of Shechem, went out toward Jacob to 
speak with him. 7 And the sons of Jacob came from the field at their 
hearing, and the men were caused sorrow, and it burned 6  to them 
exceedingly, because he had done folly against Israel, to lie down with the 
daughter of Jacob—and thus is not done. 8 And Hamor spoke with them 
saying, “Shechem, my son, his life-breath is drawn to your daughter, give 
her, please, to him for a woman, 9 and cause to make in-laws with us: your 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 Some take this word as a place name: “And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem.  Since 
the word shalem can mean “safely,” or “peaceable” (as in the following chapter, 34:21), and it 
makes little sense to speak of a city called Shalem “of Shechem,” since Shechem is a city itself, 
modern translations have so rendered it.  However, the word Shalem does appear to be used as a 
place name for Jerusalem in Gen 14:18 and Psa 76:3. 
3 Lit “encircled,” or setting up camp in a circular formation. 
4 Monetary unit of unknown value. 
5Meaning, “EL, ELOHIM of Israel.”  
6 I.e., with anger. 
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daughters you give to us, and our daughters you take for yourselves, 10 and 
sit with us, for the land is before your facep—sit and trade in it, and be taken 
hold7 in it. 11 And Shechem said toward her father and toward her brothers, 
“Let me find favor in your eyes, and what you say toward me I will give—
12 cause to be abundant upon me, exceedingly—purchase-price and gift, 
and I will give as you say toward me, and give to me the young woman for a 
woman.” 13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father 
with cunning, and they spoke that he defiled Dinah their sister, 14 and they 
said toward them, “We are not able to do this thing, to give our sister to a 
man to whom is a foreskinf, for itf is a disgrace to us. 15 Only in this we will 
be agreed to you: if you become as we, every male to you being trimmed 
back. 16 And we will give our daughters to you, and your daughters take for 
ourselves, and we will sit with you, and become one people. 17 And if you 
will not hearken toward us, to be trimmed back, and we will take our 
daughter and we will walk.” 18 And their spoken-things were good in the eyes 
of Hamor, and in the eyes of Shechem, the son of Hamor. 19 And the lad 
did not delay to do the thing for he had delight in the daughter of Jacob, and 
he was weighty8 from9 all the household of his father. 20 And Hamor cames, 

and Shechem his son, toward the gate of their city, and they spoke toward 
the men of their city, saying, 3421 “These men, they are whole10 with us, and 
let them sit in the land, and trade in it; and the land—look!—is wide-of-two-
hands11 before their facep; their daughters let us take to ourselves for women, 
and give our daughters to them. 22 Only in this will the men be agreed to us 
to sit with us, to become one people: that every male to us be trimmed back, 
as they are trimmed back. 23 Will not their acquired livestock, their 
acquisition, and all their animals be to us?12 Only let us be agreed to them, 
and they will sit with us.” 24 And they hearkened toward Hamor and toward 
Shechem his son, all the ones going out the gate of his city, and every male 
was trimmed back, all the ones going out of the gate of his city. 25 And it 
was, on the third day, in their being pained, and they took, two of the sons of 
Jacob, Simeon and Levi, brothers of Dinah, a man his sword, and they came 

                                         
7 I.e., become involved in business there. 
8 I.e., honorable. 
9 I.e., more than any other. 
10 I.e., whole-hearted. 
11 I.e., plenty of space. 
12 I.e., be ours. 
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upon the trusting city, and they killed every male. 26 And Hamor, and 
Shechem his son, they slew with the mouth of the sword, and they took 
Dinah out of the house of Shechem, and went out. 27 The sons of Jacob 
came upon those pierced, and they plundered the city, that they had made 
unclean their sister: 28 their flock and their herd, and their donkeys, and that 
which was in the city, and that which was in the field, they took; 29 and all 
their force,13 and all their toddlers, and their women, they took captive, and 
they plundered—and all that was in the house. 30 And Jacob said toward 
Simeon and toward Levi, “You have stirred up me, to cause me to stink with 
those sitters of the land, among the Canaanites, and among the Perizzites. I 
am men of a count,14 and they will gather upon me and strike me, and I will 
be destroyed, I and my house.” 31 And they said, “As one fornicating he 
makes15 our sister?”  
 
Chapter 35:135And ELOHIM said to Jacob, “Rise, go up toward Beth-EL, 
and sit there, and make16 there a slaughter-place to the EL, who was seen 
toward you in your fleeing from the facep of Esau your brother.” 2 And 
Jacob said toward his household, and toward all who were with him,” Turn 
aside the ELOHIM of the foreigner that are in your midst, and cleanse 
yourselves, and change your outer-garments, 3 and let us arise, and go up to 
Beth-EL, and I will make17 there a slaughter-place to the EL, who answered 
me in the day of my distress, and has been with me in the way that I have 
walked.” 4 And they gave toward Jacob all the ELOHIM of the foreigner that 
were in their hand, and the rings that were in their ears, and Jacob hid them 
under the terebinth that was by Shechem. 5 As they pulled up stakes, the terror 
of ELOHIM was on the cities that were around them, and they did not pursue the 
sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob came to Luz, that is in the land of Canaan, that is, 
Beth-EL—he and all the people who were with him, 7 and he built there a 
slaughter-place, and called to the place, “EL Beth-EL”;18 because there the 
ELOHIM were revealed toward him in his fleeing from the facep of his brother. 

                                         
13 I.e., goods, wealth. 
14 I.e., numerable, in contrast to be innumerable.  Hebrew word for men here is mat, referring to 
one dying, that is a “mortal.” 
15 Or “does.” 
16 Or “do.” 
17 Or “do.” 
18 “EL of the house of EL.” 
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8 And Deborah, the onef causing to suck19 of Rebekah, died, and she was 
buried below Beth-El, under the terebinth, and he called its name Allon-
bacuth.20 
 

                                         
19 Her “wet-nurse.”  
20 Meaning, “terebinth of weeping.” 


