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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
 
Chapter 32:3[4] And Jacob sent messengers before his facep toward Esau 
his brother, toward the land of Seir, the field of Edom, 4[5] and charged 
them saying, “Thus say to my master, to Esau: ‘Thus said your servant 
Jacob: With Laban I have sojourned, and I have delayed until now, 5[6] and 
there is to me ox, and donkey, flock, and servant, and house-servantf,2 and I 
send to tell to my master, to find favor in your eyes.”’ 6[7] And the 
messengers returned toward Jacob, saying, “We came toward your brother, 
toward Esau, and he also is walking to meet you, and four hundred men with 
him.” 7[8] And Jacob feared exceedingly, and was bound up; 3  and he 
divided the people who were with him, and the flock, and the herd, and the 
camels, into two camps, 8[9] and he said, “If Esau comes toward one camp, 
and strikes it, and the camp, the one being left, is for an escape.”329[10] And 
Jacob said, “O ELOHIM of my father Abraham, and ELOHIM of my father 
Isaac, YHVH, the one saying toward me, ‘Return to your land, and to those 
brought forth of yours,4 and I will cause good with you’; 10[11] I was 
small5 from all the loyal-kindnesses and from all the trustfulness that you 
have done with your servant, for, with my rod I passed over this Jordan, and 
now I have become two camps. 11[12] Cause me to be torn away,6 please, 
from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he 
come and strike me, a mother upon sons. 12[13] And you have said, ‘Doing 
good—I will surely do good with you,7 and I will place your seed as the sand 
of the sea, that is not counted from abundance.”’ 13[14] And he lodged 
there in the night, and he took from that coming in his hand,8 a present for 
                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2These singular nouns are used here as collective categories. 
3 I.e., pressed into a narrow situation and stressed. 
4 I.e., your kindred. 
5 I.e., made insignificant. 
6 I.e., rescued. 
7 Double use of the verb indicates emphasis. 
8 I.e., what he had. 
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Esau his brother: 14[15] female goats, a pair hundred, and male goats, 
twenty; ewes, a pair hundred; and rams, twenty; 15[16] camels causing to 
suck, and their sons, thirty; cows forty, and bulls ten; female donkeys, 
twenty, and male donkeys, ten. 16[17] And he gave into the hand of his 
servants, drove by drove by itself, and said toward his servants, “Pass over 
before my facep, and place a space between herd and between herd.” 17[18] 
And he charged the first, saying, “When my brother Esau encounters you, 
and asks you saying, ‘To whom are you?9 and where are you walking, and to 
whom are these before your facep?’ 18[19] And you will say, ‘To your 
servant, to Jacob; it is a present being sent to my master, to Esau, and look!—
he also is behind us.”’3219[20] And he charged also the second, also the 
third, also all those walking after the droves, saying, “According to this 
spoken-thing you will speak toward Esau in your finding him, 20[21] and you 
will also say, ‘Look!—your servant Jacob is behind us.”’ For he said, “I will 
appease his facep with the present that walks before my facep, and after I will 
see his facep—perhaps he will lift my facep.” 10  21[22] And the present 
passed over upon his facep, and he lodged that night in the camp. 22[23] 
And he rose in that night and took his two women, and his two house-
servantsf, and his eleven brought-forth onesm, and passed over the passing 
over11 of Jabbok. 23[24] And he took them and caused them to pass over 
the wadi, and he caused to pass over that which was to him. 24[25] And 
Jacob remained alone, and a man wrestled with him until the going up of the 
dawn. 25[26] And he saw that he was not able against12 him, he touched13 
the hollow14 of his thigh, and the hollow of the thigh of Jacob was hanging in 
his wrestling with him. 26[27]And he said, “Send15 me away, for the dawn 
has gone up.” And he said, “I will not send you away, except indeed you 
bless me.” 27[28] And he said toward him, “What is your name?” And he 
said, “Jacob.” 28[29] And he said, “Your name will not still be called 
Jacob, but indeed Israel; for you have had power with ELOHIM and with men 

                                         
9 I.e., to whom do you belong? 
10 I.e., accept me. 
11 I.e., the ford. 
12 Lit “to” or “for” him. 
13 The word can imply “striking,” see Gen 12:17, but its basic meaning is to touch or make 
contact. 
14 Or “curve,” the same word is used for the palm of the hand and the sole of the foot. 
15 Intensive form of the verbs in this verse (Piel). 
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and have been able.” 29[30] And Jacob asked, and said, “Tell, please, your 
name.” And he said, “Why is this—you ask for my name?” And he blessed 
him there. 30[31] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel,16 for I 
have seen ELOHIM facep toward facep, and my life-breath was torn away.17 
31[32] And the sun rose on him as he passed over Penuel,18 and he was 
limping on his thigh. 32[33] Therefore the sons of Israel do not eat the 
tendon of the vein that is on the hollow of the thigh, until this day, because he 
touched the hollow of the thigh of Jacob at the tendon of the 
vein.33Chapter 33:1 And Jacob lifted his eyes and saw, and look!—Esau 
was coming, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the ones 
brought-forth to Leah, and to Rachel, and to the two house-servantsf. 2 And 
he placed the house-servantsf and their ones brought-forthm first, and Leah and 
her ones brought-forthm last, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 And he passed 
over before their facep, and bowed himself down toward the land19 seven 
times, until he drew near to his brother. 4 And Esau ran to meet him, and 
enfolded him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him, and they wept. 5 And he 
lifted his eyes and saw the women and the brought-forth onesm and said, 
“Who are these to you?”20 And he said, “The ones brought-forthm with whom 
ELOHIM has favored your servant.” 6 And the house-servantsf drew near, they 
with their ones brought forthm, and bowed themselves down, 7 and Leah 
also drew near, and her ones brought-forthm, and they bowed themselves 
down, and after Joseph drew near, and Rachel, and they bowed themselves 
down. 8 And he said, “Who is to you all this camp that I have encountered?” 
And he said, “To find favor in the sight of my master.” 9 And Esau said, 
“There is to me abundant my brother, let it be to you what is to you.” 10 And 
Jacob said, “No, please, if please, I have found favor in your eyes, and you 
receive my present from my hand, because therefore I have seen your facep, 

as seeing the facep of the ELOHIM, and you are pleased with me, 11 take 
please, my blessing, that has been caused to come to you, because ELOHIM 
has favored me, and because there is to me everything.” And he pressed him, 
and he took, 12 and he said, “Let us pull up stakes and walk and I will walk 

                                         
16 I.e., faces of EL. 
17 I.e., rescued from danger. 
18This is a slightly different spelling of the name from the previous verse, but it is the one used 
elsewhere (Judg 8:8-9; 1 Kgs 7:25). 
19 Lit “land-ward.” 
20 I.e., what do you mean by these, see v. 8 also. 
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before21 you. 13 And he said toward him, “My master knows that the ones 
brought-forthm are tender, and the flock and herd giving suck are upon me,22 
and if they are beaten23 one day, all the flock will die. 14 Let my master, 
please, pass over before the facep of his servant, and I will cause them to be 
led on according to my gentle way, according to the foot24 of the work25 that is 
before my facep, and to the foot26 of the ones brought-forthm, until I come 
toward my master—Seir-wards.” 15 And Esau said, “Let me, please, put 
with you27 from the people who are with me.” And he said, “Why this? Let 
me find favor in the eyes of my master.” 16 And Esau returned on that day 
on his way Seir-ward, 17 and Jacob pulled up stakes Succoth-ward and built 
to himself a house and for his acquired livestock made28 shelters,29 therefore the 
place is named Succoth. 
 

                                         
21 I.e., in front of or opposite. 
22 I.e., my responsibility. 
23 I.e., driven. 
24 I.e., according to the pace. 
25 I.e., possessions, goods, or what is ever produced by work and skillful labor, similar to English 
“production” or “produce.” 
26 I.e., according to the pace. 
27 I.e., place some of his men with Jacob’s companies. 
28 Or “did.” 
29 Heb sukkot. 


