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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
 
Chapter 30:2230And ELOHIM remembered Rachel, and ELOHIM hearkened 
toward her, and he opened her womb, 23 and she became pregnant and 
brought forth a son, and said, “ELOHIM has gathered2 my reproach.” 24 And 
she called his name Joseph,3 saying, “May YHVH cause to be continued4 to 
me another son.” 25 And it was, as Rachel had brought forth Joseph, and 
Jacob said toward Laban, “Send5 me, and I will walk toward my place, and 
to my land. 26 Give my women and my ones-brought forthm, for whom I 
have served you, and I will walk, for you know my service that I have served 
you.” 27 And Laban said toward him, “If, please, I have found favor in your 
eyes—I have prognosticated6 that YHVH has blessed me on account of you.” 
28 And he said, “Fix7 your wage upon me, and I will give.” 29 And he said 
toward him, “You know that for which I have served you, and that which were 
your acquired livestock with me,8 30 for little that was to you before my facep,9 
and it bursts forth to an abundance, and YHVH blessed you at my foot,10 and 
now, when will I do—also I—for my house?” 31 And he said, “What will I 
give to you?” And Jacob said, “You will not give to me anything. If you do 
this thing to me, I will return, I will pasture your flock, I will guard. 32 Let 
me pass over with all your flock today11 turning aside from there every 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2
 Heb ’asaph, though not related to the verb “adds,” from which Joseph’s name is taken (v. 24), 

provides an interesting alliteration here. 
3 Meaning, “he adds.” 
4 Heb yasaph, in the sense of “adding to.” 
5 Intensive form of the verb (Piel). 
6 Heb nachash, to ascertain by signs or omens, see Gen 44:5,15; Lev 19:26; Deut 18:10; 2 Kgs 
17:17.  The nominal form of the word means “snake,” (Gen 3:1). 
7 Lit “pierce,” in the sense of designate, “nail down.” 
8 I.e., how they have fared. 
9 I.e., before my appearance. 
10 Hebrew idiom meaning “at my coming,” or “wherever I turned.” 
11 Lit “the day.” 
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small-one-of-the-flock—speckled and spotted, and every small-one-of-the-
flock—brown, among the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the 
goats: it will be my wage. 3330And my justness will answer for me in the 
day of tomorrow,12 when the matter concerning my wage comes before your 
facep. Everyone that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown 
among the lambs, it will be as stolen with me.” 34 And Laban said, 
“Look!—Oh, let it be according to your spoken-thing.” 35 And he turned 
aside that day the male goats, striped and spotted, and all the female goats, 
striped and spotted, everyone that had white in it, and every brown one 
among the lambs, and he gave them into the hand of his sons, 36 and he 
placed a way of three days between himself and between Jacob. And Jacob 
pastured the flock of Laban, the remaining. 37 And Jacob took for himself a 
rod of popular—moist13, and of the almond and plane, and peeled white 
peelings in them, making bare the white that is upon the rods, 38 and he set 
the rods that he peeled in the troughs, in the gutters14 of the waters, where 
the flocks came to drink, to the front of the flock, and they became heated15 

in their coming to drink. 39 And the flock became heated toward the rods, 
and the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted ones. 40 And the 
lambs Jacob separated and he gave16 the facep of the flock toward the striped 
and all the brown in the flock of Laban, and he set for himself the droves by 
itself, and did not set them upon the flock of Laban. 41 And it was, in every 
heating17 of the flock of the strong ones,18 and Jacob placed the rods to the 
eyes of the flock, in the troughs, to heat19 them by the rods. 42 And with the 
feebler of the flock, he did not place them. And it was, the ones being feeble 
were to Laban, and the ones being strong20 were to Jacob. 43 And the man 
burst forth exceedingly, exceedingly and it was to him abundant flockss, and 
house-servantsf, and servants, and camels, and donkeys.31Chapter 31:1 And 
he heard the spoken-things of the sons of Laban saying, “Jacob has taken all 

                                         
12 I.e., in time to come. 
13 I.e., fresh. 
14 Lit “thing giving drink.” 
15

Heb yacham, used for animals in heat, but also for human sexual passion (Psa 51:5). 
16 In the sense of “put.” 
17 Intensive form of the verb (Piel). 
18 Lit “bound up ones.” 
19 Intensive form of the verb (Piel). 
20 Lit “bound.” 
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that was to our father, and from that which was to our father he has made21 all 
this weight.22 2 And Jacob saw the facep of Laban, and look!—it was not with 
him as yesterday—and a third23 
 

                                         
21 Or “done.” 
22 I.e., wealth. 
23 The literal expression refers to yesterday and a day before (a third day), but it is used to 
represent the “recent past” more generally. 


