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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
 
 
Chapter 28:10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba and he walked toward 
Haran.2 11 and he encountered in the place, and lodged there, for the sun 
had come in,3 and he took from the stones of the place, and placed his head-
rests, and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed, and look!—a 
stairway4 positioned toward the land,5 and its head was touching toward the 
skies; and look!—messengers of ELOHIM were going up and coming down 
by it. 13 And look!—YHVH was positioned over him.6 And he said, “I am 
YHVH, ELOHIM of Abraham your father, and ELOHIM of Isaac; the land upon 
which you are lying down, to you I will give it, and to your seed. 14 And 
your seed will be as the dust of the land, and you will burst forth toward the 
sea,7 and toward the east,8 and toward the north,9 and toward the Negev,10 and 
in you all the families of the soil will bless themselves and in your seed. 15 
And look!—I am with you, and will guard you wherever you walk, and will 
cause you to return toward this soil, for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have spoken to you.” 16 And Jacob woke from his sleep, and said, 
“Surely there is YHVH in this place, and I did not know!” 17 And he feared, 
and said, “How fearful is this place! This is not but indeed the house of 
ELOHIM, and this is the gate of the skies.” 18 And Jacob shouldered up11 in 
the morning, and took the stone that he placed as his head-rests and placed it 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 Lit “Haran-ward.” 
3 I.e., set. 
4 Like a ziggurat, or perhaps, a ladder. 
5 Lit “land-ward.” 
6 Or, “over it.” 
7 Lit “sea-ward,” i.e., west, toward the Mediterranean. 
8 Lit “east-ward.” 
9 Lit “north-ward.” 
10 Lit “Negev-ward,” i.e., south, toward the Negev desert. 
11 I.e., load up, referring to rising early and loading up humans or beasts of burden. 
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as a positioned pillar and poured oil on its head, 19 and he called the name of 
that place Beth-El, but indeed Luz was the name of the city at the first. 20 
And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If ELOHIM will be with me, and will guard 
me in this way that I am walking, and will give to me bread to eat, and  
clothing to dress, 21 and I have returned in peace toward the house of my 
father, and YHVH will be to me for ELOHIM, 22 and this stone, that I have 
placed as a positioned pillar, it will be the house of ELOHIM, and all that you 
give to me, tithing—I will surely tithe to you!12 Chapter 29:129And Jacob 
lifted his two feet, and walked toward the land of the sons of the east. 2 And 
he saw, and look!—a well in the field—and look!—three droves of a flock, 
crouching by it, for from that well they cause the droves to drink, and the 
stone was large on the mouth of the well. 3 And all the droves had been 
gathered toward there,13 and they had rolled the stone from upon the mouth 
of the well, and had caused the flock to drink, and they returned the stone 
upon the mouth of the well to its place. 4 And Jacob said to them, “My 
brothers, from where are you?” And they said, “We are from Haran.” 529And 
he said to them, “Do you know Laban, son of Nahor?” And they said, “We 
know.” 6 And he said, “To him is there peace?” And they said, “Peace, and 
look!—Rachel his daughter is coming with the flock.” 7 And he said, 
“Look!—the day is still large, is it not time for gathering the acquired livestock? 
Cause the flock to drink, and walk—pasture them. 8 And they said, “We are 
not able until all the droves are gathered, and they have rolled away the 
stone from upon the mouth of the well, and we cause the flock to drink. 9 
He was still speaking with them, and Rachel came with the flock that was to 
her father, for she was a one pasturingf. 10 And it was, as Jacob saw Rachel, 
daughter of Laban the brother of his mother, and the flock of Laban, the 
brother of his mother, that Jacob drew near and rolled the stone from upon 
the mouth of the well, and caused to drink the flock of Laban the brother of 
his mother. 11 And Jacob kissed Rachel and lifted his voice and wept. 12 
And Jacob told to Rachel that a brother of her father was he, and that the son 
of Rebekah was he, and she ran and told to her father. 13 And it was, as 
Laban heard the thing-heard14 of Jacob, the son of his sister, that he ran to 
meet him, and enfolded him, and kissed him, and caused him to come 

                                         
12 Double use of the verb indicates emphasis. 
13 Lit “there-ward.” 
14 I.e., the report. 
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toward his house. And he recounted to Laban all these things. 14 And Laban 
said to him, “Only my bone and my flesh are you.” And he sat with him a 
month of days. 15 And Laban said to Jacob, “Is it because you are my 
brother that you serve me for nothing? Tell to me what are your hirings.” 16 
And Laban had two daughters, the name of the large one15 was Leah, and the 
name of the small one16 was Rachel. 17 And the eyes of Leah were tender,17 
and Rachel was beautiful of shape and beautiful of sight.18 18 And Jacob 
loved Rachel, and said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your 
daughter, the small one.19 19 And Laban said, “It is good for me to give her 
to you from20 me to give her to another man; sit21 with me.” 20 And Jacob 
served for Rachel seven years, and they were in his eyes as singlep  days, in 
his love of her. 21 And Jacob said toward Laban, “Give my woman, for my 
days are filled, that I may come toward her. 2229And Laban gathered all the 
men of the place, and made22 a drink-fest. 23 And it was, in the evening, and 
he took Leah, his daughter, and caused her to come toward him, and he came 
toward her. 24 And Laban gave to her Zilpah, his house-servantf, to Leah his 
daughter, a house-servantf. 25 And it was, in the morning, and look!—it was 
Leah. And he said toward Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Have I 
not served for Rachel with you, and why have you deceived23 me?” 26 And 
Laban said, “It is not done thus in our place, to give the little one24 before the 
firstborn. 27 Fill the week of this one, and we will give to you also this one, 
for the service that you will serve with me still another seven years.” 28 
And Jacob did thus, and filled the week of this one, and he gave to him 
Rachel his daughter to him for a woman. 29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 
daughter, Bilhah his house-servantf to her for a house-servantf. 30 And he came 
also toward Rachel, and he loved also Rachel from25 Leah. And he served 
with him still another seven years. 
                                         
15 I.e., the older one. 
16 I.e., the younger one.  
17 Heb rak, “soft,” “delicate.” 
18 The same Hebrew expression is used in Gen 39:6 for Joseph. 
19 I.e., the younger one. 
20 I.e., more than (“away from”) my giving her to another. 
21 I.e., dwell, stay. 
22 Or “did.” 
23 Or “cast me off.” 
24 I.e., the younger. 
25 I.e.,  more in contrast with (“away from”) Leah. 


