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The house where the dead dwell in total darkness, 
Where they drink dirt and eat stone, 
Where they wear feathers like birds, 

Where no light ever invades their everlasting darkness, 
Where the door and the lock of Hell is coated with thick dust. 

When I entered the House of Dust, 
On every side the crowns of kings were heaped, 

On every side the voices of the kings who wore those crowns, 
Who now only served food to the gods,  

On the road from which there is no way back,  
To the house where the dwellers are bereft of light,  

Where dust is their fare and clay their food  
Gilgamesh Epic 7.4

Enkidu’s Dream of  
the House of the Dead



Gilgamesh, where do you roam? 
the life you pursue you will not find. 
When the Gods created humankind 
Death for humankind they set aside 

Life in their own hand retaining 
O Gilgamesh, let your belly be full, 

Make merry day and night 
Make each day a feast of rejoicing 

Day and night dance and play 

Gilgamesh Epic 10.3

Siduri the barmaid 
to Gilgamesh 



Gilgamesh Obtains the Plant of Immortality  
but then loses it to a Snake



Nay, seek not to speak soothingly to me of death, glorious 
Odysseus. I should choose, if I could live on earth, to serve 
as a hired man of another or some portionless man, whose 
livelihood was but small, rather than to be lord over all the 

dead who have perished. 
Odyssey 11.487-491

Homer c. 800 BCE 
Achilles famous reply to Odysseus in Hades





You will find to the left of the House of Hades a spring,  
And by the side thereof standing a white cypress.  

To this spring approach not near. 
But you shall find another, from the lake of Memory  

Cold water flowing forth, and there are guardians before it.  
Say, “I am a child of Earth and starry Heaven; 

But my race is of Heaven alone. 

This you know yourselves. 
But I am parched with thirst and I perish. Give me quickly  

the cold water flowing forth from the lake of Memory.”  
And of themselves they will give you to drink of the holy spring:  

And thereafter you will have lordship among the other heroes.

c. 350 BCE, Petelia (trans. James Tabor) 





Greek/Hellenistic “Dualism” 
Reflected onto the Cosmos and the 

Human Person 
Do, indeed strive and see that it is not you,  

but your body, that is mortal;  
for you are not the man that your human form reveals;  

but the soul of each man is his real self,  
not the human figure which the eye can see.   

Know, therefore, that you are a God,  
if indeed it is a god that has life,  
sensation, memory, and presides  

just as the sovereign God rules this universe;  
and just as the eternal God moves the universe  

which is in part perishable,  
so an eternal soul moves the frail body. 

Cicero, Republic book 6 

Above: Divine, immortal, eternal, unchanging, imperishable 

Below: Human, mortal, temporary, transient, perishable 



Empedocles, 5th c. BCE 
I was once a fish, a bird, and now a man 

I wept, I wept, when I saw this dreadful place! 

Socrates in Plato’s Phaedo 
Then it is as certain as anything can be, Cebes,  

that the soul is immortal and imperishable,  
and that our souls will really exist in the next world 



Memling, “The Last Judgment”



Ancient Hebrew Cosmology 

Old Testament or Hebrew Bible



Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God (Elohim) 
created the heavens and the earth. 

God=Elohim, plural of El, the Force 
The Force of all Forces 

Verse 27 So God created man (adam) in his 
own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them. 

Man/humans=Red Dirt  



Gen. 1:24   And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures (nephesh) according to their 
kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of 

the earth according to their kinds.” 

Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD (Yahweh) God 
formed man (adam) of dust from the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living being (nephesh).  

LORD=Yahweh=Will Is Was (verb “to be)” 

Living being=nephesh “living breather” 



Genesis 3:19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you 

were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.”  

Gen. 3:22   Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the 
man has become like one of us, knowing good and 

evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand and take 
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever” —  
23 therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the 

garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he 
was taken.  24 He drove out the man; and at the 

east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every 

way, to guard the way to the tree of life. 



Heavens

Psalm 115:17 The heavens are the LORD’s heavens,  
but the earth he has given to the sons of men.   

17 The dead do not praise the LORD, nor do any that go down into 
silence.  18 But we the living will bless the LORD from this time forth 

and for evermore.



The Ancient Hebrew Concept of Sheol 

Sheol=lit. “what is it?” 

The place or “state” of the dead 

Prayer of a Dying Man: 

Psalm 88:3 For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws 
near to Sheol.  4 I am reckoned among those who go down 

to the Pit; I am a man who has no strength,  5 like one 
forsaken among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, 
like those whom thou dost remember no more, for they are 
cut off from thy hand.  6 Thou hast put me in the depths of 

the Pit, in the regions dark and deep.  



Ecclesiastes 3:19 For the fate of the sons of 
men and the fate of beasts is the same; as one 
dies, so dies the other. They all have the same 
breath, and man has no advantage over the 

beasts; for all is vanity.  20 All go to one place; 
all are from the dust, and all turn to dust again.  

Ecclesiastes 3:21 Who knows whether the spirit of 
man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes 

down to the earth?  



Job 14:10 But man dies, and is laid low; man breathes his 
last, and where is he?  11 As waters fail from a lake, and a 
river wastes away and dries up,  12 so man lies down and 

rises not again; till the heavens are no more he will not 
awake, or be roused out of his sleep.  

Job 3:11 “Why did I not die at birth, come forth from the 
womb and expire? . . . 13 For then I should have lain down 

and been quiet; I should have slept; then I should have 
been at rest,  14 with kings and counselors of the earth 
who rebuilt ruins for themselves,  15 or with princes who 

had gold, who filled their houses with silver.  16 Or why was 
I not as a hidden untimely birth, as infants that never see 
the light?  17 There the wicked cease from troubling, and 
there the weary are at rest.  18 There the prisoners are at 
ease together; they hear not the voice of the taskmaster.  

19 The small and the great are there, and the slave is free 
from his master.  



Stay Tuned for Finale . . .







Isaiah. 11:6    The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, and the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. 7 The cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young shall lie down together; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The 
sucking child shall play over the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder’s den. 9 They shall not 
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 



William Strutt, “Peace”




