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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
chapter 14:114And it was in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, 
Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of 
Goiim;2 2 they did battle with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king 
of Bela—that is Zoar. 3 All these joined toward the Valley of Siddim—that 
is the Sea of Salt. 4 Two and ten yearss they had served Chedorlaomer, and 
the three and ten year they rebelled. 5 And in the four and ten year 
Chedorlaomer came—and the kings that were with him, and they struck the 
Rephaim in Ashteroth-Karnaim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in 
Shaveh-Kiriathaim, 6 and the Horite in their Mount Seir, unto El-Paran, 
which is upon3 the desert. 7 And they returned and came toward En-
Mishpat—that is Kadesh, and they struck all the field of the Amalekite, and 
also the Amorite, who were sitting in Hazazon-Tamar. 8 And the king of 
Sodom went out, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the 
king of Zeboim, and the king of Bela—that is Zoar, and they set in order 
with them a battle, in the Valley of Siddim—9 with Chedorlaomer king of 
Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch 
king of Ellasar—four kings with the five. 10 And the Valley of Siddim had 
pits of pits4 of smear;5 and they fled, the king of Sodom—and Gomorrah—
and they fell toward there,6 and those being left fled mountain-ward. 11 And 
they took all the gathered property of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
eatable things, and they walked. 12And they took Lot, and his gathered 
property, the son of the brother of Abram, and they walked—for he was sitting 
in Sodom. 13 And an escaper came and he told to Abram the Hebrew, and 
he was dwelling by the oaks of Mamre, the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 Or “nations.” 
3 I.e., on the edge of. 
4 I.e., full of pits. 
5 Heb root chamar refers to any slimy substance, whether mortar, clay, or tar. 
6 Lit “there-ward.” i.e., into the pits. 
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brother of Aner; and they were lords of a pact of Abram. 14 And Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, and he emptied7 his trained ones,8 
brought forth of his house—eight and ten and three hundred, and he pursued 
unto Dan. 15 And he was divided against them by night, he and his 
servants, and he struck them, and pursued them unto Hobah, that is at the 
left9 of Damascus. 16 And he made returnc all the gathered property, and also 
Lot his brother, and his gathered property, he madec return, and also the 
women and the people. 17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, 
after his return from striking Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him, 
toward the valley of Shaveh, that is the valley of the king. 18 And Melchi-
Zedek, king of Shalem,10 made to go outc bread and wine, for he was priest to 
EL ELYON.11 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram to EL 
ELYON, the one possessing12 skies and land; 20 and blessed be EL ELYON, 
who has delivered13 your oppressors in your hand.” And he gave to him a 
tenth from all. 21 And the king of Sodom said toward Abram, “Give to me 
the life-breatherss,14 and the gathered property take for yourself.” 22 And 
Abram said toward the king of Sodom, “I have made my hand lifted upc 
toward YHVH EL ‘ELYON, the one possessing skies and land 23 —if from a 
thread, and unto a thong of a sandal, and if I take from all that is to you, and 
you do not say, ‘I have made Abraham richc,’ 24 except only that which the 
lads have eaten, and the division15 of the men that walked with me—Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre—they will take their division.”  

                                         
7 SP has “mustered,” one very similar letter different (Dalet for Resh). 
8 Or “dedicated,” “experienced.” 
9 I.e., north of, as one faces east. 
10 Hebrew is Shalem rather than the more usual Salem (see Psa 76:2). 
11 The high or highest EL or God. 
12 Or  perhaps, “making.” 
13 Lit “covered over,” like a shield, but in this form the idea is captured or enclosed. 
14 Heb nephesh, breathing life, whether human or otherwise. 
15 I.e., their share. 


