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genesis 
(Bere’sheet)1 

 
Chapter 9:18 And the sons of Noah who went out from the vessel were 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth; and Ham, he was the father of Canaan. 
19 These three are the sons of Noah, and from these all the land scattered. 
20 And Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard; 
21 and he drank from the wine, and he was drunk, and he was uncovered in 
the midst of his tent. 22 And Ham, father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of 
his father, and he told to his two brothers outside. 23 And Shem tooks—and 
Japheth—the outer-garment, and they placed it upon the  shoulder of the two 
of them—and they walked backward and they covered the nakedness of their 
father; and their faces were backward, and the nakedness of their father they 
did not see. 24 And Noah woke up from his wine and he knew what he did 
to him, his son the small one,2 25 and he said, “Cursed is Canaan; a servant 
of servants he will be to his brothers.” 26 And he said, “Blessed be  YHVH, 
the ELOHIM of Shem;3 and Canaan will be a servant to him. 27 ELOHIM will 
spread out Japheth,4 and he will dwell in the tents of Shem, and Canaan will 
be a servant to him.” 28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred yearss 
and fifty yearss. 29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred yearss and 
fifty yearss, and he died. 
10 
chapter 10:110And these are the bringings-forth of the sons of Noah: 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and to them were brought forth sons after the 
flood. 2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, 
and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. 3 And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, 
and Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 And the sons of Javan: Elishah, and Tarshish, 
Kittim, and Dodanim.5 5 From these were separated the coastlands of the 

                                         
1 The books of the Hebrew Bible are named from their opening words: here Bere’sheet, meaning 
“At the first of . . . .” 
2 I.e., the younger one.  
3 Or “blessed by YHVH my ELOHIM be Shem.” 
4 Meaning, “open” or “spread out.” 
5 Or “Rodanim,” the Hebrew letter is uncertain. 
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nations in their lands, a man according to his tongue, according to their 
families, in their nations. 6 And the sons of Ham: Cush, and Egypt, and Put, 
and Canaan. 7 And the sons of Cush: Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and 
Raamah, and Sabteca. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8 And 
Cush brought forth Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the land.6 9 He 
was a mighty one of hunting before the facep of YHVH; therefore it is said, 
“Like Nimrod—a mighty hunter before the facep of YHVH.” 10 And the 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in 
the land of Shinar. 11 From that land went out7 Ashur, and he built 
Nineveh, and Rehoboth-Ir, and Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and 
between Calah—it is the large city. 13 And Egypt brought forth Ludim, and 
Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 14 and Pathrusim, and Casluhim; 
from there Philistines went out, and Caphtorim.               15 And Canaan 
brought forth Sidon his firstborn, and Heth, 16 and the Jebusite, and the 
Amorite, and the Girgashite, 17 and the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the 
Sinite, 18 and the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. And after 
were scattered the families of the Canaanite. 19 And the border of the 
Canaanite is from Sidon, coming Gerar-ward unto Gaza; coming Sodom-
ward; and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, unto Lasha. 20 These are the 
sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their tongues, in their 
lands, in their nations.               21 And to Shem were brought forth, also he 
was father of all the sons of Eber, brother of Japheth, the large one.8 22 The 
sons of Shem were Elam, and Asshur, and Arpachshad, and Lud, and Aram. 
23 And the sons of Aram were Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash.9 24 And 
Arpachshad10 brought forth Shelah; and Shelah brought forth Eber. 25 And 
to Eber were brought forth two sons: the name of the one was Peleg—for in 
his days the land was divided,11 and the name of his brother was Joktan. 
26 And Joktan brought forth Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and 
Jerah, 27 and Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, 28 and Obal, and Abimael, 

                                         
6 Or “he was the first to be a mighty one on the land.” 
7 Or “he [Nimrod] went out to Assyria (Asshur).” 
8 Grammar unclear, thus it is uncertain whether Japheth is called here “the older one,” or Shem, 
as “the older brother of Japheth.”  
9 LXX reads “Meshech” (see 1 Chron 1:17). 
10 LXX reads “Arpachshad brought forth Cainan, and Cainan brought forth Shelah.” 
11 Heb palag, thus a play on the name. 
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and Sheba, 29 and Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab; all these were sons of 
Joktan. 30 And their sitting was from Mesha, comingm Sephar-ward—the 
mountain of the east. 31 These were the sons of Shem, according to their 
families, according to their tongues, in their lands, according to their nations. 
32 These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their life-
cycles,12 in their nations, and from these were separated the nations of the 
land after the flood. 
 
Chapter 11:111 And all the land was one lip,13 and singlep14 spoken-things. 
2 And it was, in their pulling up stakes from the east,15 and they found a 
valley-plain16 in the land of Shinar, and they sat there. 3 And they said, a 
man toward his fellow, “Give note! Let us whiten bricks,17 and let us burn them 
to a burning.” And there was to them the brick for stone, and smear18 there 
was to them for smearing. 4 And they said, “Give note! We will build for 
ourselves a city, and a tower, and its head will be in the skies, and we will 
make19 for ourselves a name, lest we be scattered upon the facep of all the 
land.” 5 And YHVH went down to see the city, and the tower, that the sons of 
the soil-creature had built.116 And YHVH said, “Look!—one people, and one 
lip20 is to all of them! And this they begin to do; and now nothing is 
restrained from them of all that they have planned to do. 7 Give note! Let us 
go down and let us mingle there their lip, that a man will not hear the lip of 
his fellow.” 8 And YHVH scattered them from there upon the facep of all the 
land, and they ceased to build the city. 9 Therefore he called its name Babel, 
for there YHVH mingled21 the lip of all the land; and from there YHVH 
scattered them upon the facep of all the land. 
 
10 These are the bringings-forth of Shem. Shem was a son of a hundred 
                                         
12 Or “generations,” a cycle from birth to death. 
13 I.e., language. 
14 Number “one,” used in the plural, meaning a few, i.e., the same set of words. 
15 Or “eastward.” 
16 Valley or cleft, but with flat area between the two sides. 
17 Play on words; lit “whiten, whitened things,” as bricks are heated to a white hot temperature. 
18 Heb root chamar refers to any slimy substance, whether mortar, clay, or tar. 
19 Or “do.” 
20 I.e., language. 
21 Heb balal, play of words on the name. 
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yearss, and he brought forthc22 Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11 And 
Shem lived, after his bringing forthc Arpachshad, five hundred yearss, and he 
brought forthc sons and daughters.               12 And Arpachshad lived five 
and thirty yearss, and he brought forthc Shelah; 13 and Arpachshad lived, 
after his bringing forthc Shelah, three yearss and four hundred yearss, and he 
brought forthc sons and daughters.               14 And Shelah lived thirty 
yearss, and he brought forthc Eber; 15 and Shelah lived, after his bringing 
forthc Eber, three yearss and four hundred yearss, and he broughtc forth sons 
and daughters.               16 And Eber lived four and thirty yearss, and he 
brought forthc Peleg;1117 and Eber lived, after his bringing forthc Peleg, 
thirty yearss and four hundred yearss, and he brought forthc sons and 
daughters.               18 And Peleg lived thirty yearss, and he brought forthc 
Reu; 19 and Peleg lived, after his bringing forthc Reu, nine yearss and two 
hundred yearss, and he brought forthc sons and daughters.               20 And 
Reu lived two and thirty yearss, and he brought forthc Serug; 21 and Reu 
lived, after his bringing forthc Serug, seven yearss and two hundred years, 
and he brought forthc sons and daughters.               22 And Serug lived 
thirty yearss, and he brought forthc Nahor; 23 and Serug lived, after his 
bringing forthc Nahor, two hundred yearss, and he brought forthc sons and 
daughters.               24 And Nahor lived nine and twenty yearss and he 
brought forthc Terah; 25 And Nahor lived, after his bringing forthc Terah, 
nine and ten yearss, and a hundred yearss, and he brought forthc sons and 
daughters.               26 And Terah lived seventy yearss, and he brought 
forthc Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 And these are the bringings-forth of 
Terah. Terah brought forthc Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran brought 
forthc Lot. 28 And Haran died upon the facep of23 Terah his father, in the 
land of those brought forth of his,24 in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 And Abram 
took—and Nahor—for themselves women; the name of the woman of 
Abram was Sarai, and the name of the woman of Nahor was Milcah, the 
daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. 30 And 
Sarai was barren; there was not to her a child. 31 And Terah took Abram his 

                                         
22 The verbs in this section are all causative in the active voice. Lit “cause bringing forth,” the 
sense of which is difficult to bring out in English. Contrast this with Gen 4:25 where the woman 
“brings forth” a son, but the verb is not in this causative form. 
23 I.e., in the presence of. 
24 I.e., the land of his kindred. 



The	Transparent	English	Bible	©	2017	James	D.	Tabor	
jamestabor@me.com	
All	Rights	Reserved	

Do	not	copy	or	otherwise	circulate	without	written	permission	
 
son, and Lot, son of Haran, son of his son, and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, 
woman of Abram, his son, and they went out with them from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to walk land of Canaan-ward; and they came unto Haran and they 
sat there. 32 And the days of Terah were five years and two hundred yearss, 
and Terah died in Haran. 
 
 


